
Instructor: 

 CLASS DAYS:  

Course Introduction: 

PURDUE 
U NIVE RSITY� 

FORTWAYNE 
Hl0501: US History to 1877 

This course will examine American History from the pre-colonial time period through the Reconstruction of the South to 
some of the Western adventure of the late 1800s. The class will focus on the major people and events as well as the 
political growth of the early country, the social and economic changes throughout the time period, and the start of the 
United States as a powerful country through the turmoil of the Civil War. We will use primary and secondary sources, 
class discussion, and written assignments to help everyone in the class grow as a student of history developing into a 
Historian of American History. 

Required Texts 
Divine, Robert A. and others. America Past and Present UY" edition. Boston: Pearson Education Inc., 2013. 

Primary Document Booklet given to students 

These books are required. America Past and Present 1 (J" edition is the textbook and it is essential to read the assigned 
readings for the day of the class discussion. The Primary Documents is a collection of primary documents that should be 
read along with the textbook for the day it is assigned. In the syllabus it will be shown with DOC. 

Course Objectives 
This course fulfills the Humanistic and Artistic Ways of Knowing (B.6) General Education requirement. 
In general this course will help students read, write, and speak with comprehension, clarity, and precision in appropriate 
media, identify substantive knowledge and disciplinary methods and critically evaluate ideas, demonstrate an ability to 
use information literacy skills and the ability to think critically and solve problems, understand the traditions that form 

one's own and other cultures, and be familiar with modes of human thought that are the foundations of social behavior. 
Additionally this course will meet the following General Education outcome: 
1.1 Produce texts that use appropriate formats, genre conventions, and documentation styles while controlling tone, 

syntax, grammar, and spelling. 
1.5 Develop, assert and support a focused thesis with appropriate reasoning and adequate evidence. 
1.6 Compose texts that exhibit a focused thesis with rhetorical choices, which include attention to audience, purpose, 

context, genre, and convention. 










