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HOW TO WRITE  
A THESIS STATEMENT

A C A D E M I C  W R I T I N G

Steps to Form a Thesis
1. State your topic. Use just a few words and be as specific as possible.
2. State your main idea. What are you trying to say or prove? 
3. List your primary reasons for your main idea as clear statements. Be sure you can back 

them up with facts!
4. If applicable (like in an argument paper), include a counterargument.

“Thesis Maker”
You can also try these “formulas” to help you build your thesis statements:

1. Although __________________________________, nevertheless, ____________________, 
           (statement, idea, or opinion opposite to what you will argue)       (what you want your audience to believe) 
because _____________________________________.   
                   (the position or points you will support in your paper)

2. _______________________________, because __________________________________.  
(what you want your audience to do or believe)                    (criteria used to evaluate and persuade the audience)

3. By examining ___________, ______________, and ___________ it is clear that ________. 
                             (first main point)      (second main point)           (third main point)                                    (claim)

Argument Thesis vs. Analytical Thesis
Two of the most commonly assigned essays are argument and analysis. It’s not unusual for 
students to misunderstand what’s needed for these assignments, write an incorrect thesis, and 
wind up with a paper that goes in the wrong direction.
Analytical essays define, explain, and interpret information from reliable sources. Your goal is to 
be objective and look at the components of your topic based upon specific criteria. Conversely, 
in argumentative, or persuasive, essays you are attempting to persuade your reader to agree 
with your claim through your interpretation of reliable data and evidence. Your thesis should 
include your opinion on the topic (without using personal pronouns) and the main ideas that 
support your claim. Remember, there must be an argument for your essay to be argumentative; 
a factual statement is not an argument.  

A thesis statement is a sentence that contains the topic and purpose of your paper. It works 
as a road map for what the reader will discover in your paper: what you are writing about and 
how you plan to get from introduction to conclusion. 

The thesis statement is most often found in the introduction section of your paper, and it’s 
generally one sentence in length—though there may be times where you need a second 
sentence. Different types of papers will require different types of thesis statements: a thesis 
statement for an argument paper must have a debateable claim, and analysis paper will have 
a thesis that states what you analyzed and your conclusions, an expository paper will give 
your topic and the key aspects of your topic to be discussed in your paper, and so on.


