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HOW TO ORGANIZE AN 
ACADEMIC PAPER

A C A D E M I C  W R I T I N G

There are many methods for organizing academic papers, and it is always best to 
investigate the specific methods your professor or discipline prefers. But in general, 
you can follow these steps to develop your paper:

Introduction:
• Introduce your topic
• Focus your topic respective to your audience
• Introduce the problem as it pertains to the purpose
• Introduce the cost/benefits of addressing the problem
• State your thesis
• Preview the points you will make in your paper

Body (multiple paragraphs): 
Your body paragraphs will follow a pretty repetitive format: topic sentence (the claim 
you’re making), evidence to support your claim (quote, paraphrase, or summary from 
a source), and an explanation of how/why the evidence supports your claim. The PIE 
method is an easy formula for this:

• P = the writer’s Point. The student’s voice. Give the writer’s point in one 
sentence—and in your voice.

• I = Information/evidence from relevant, reliable sources to discuss the 
point. Other voices. Provide evidence from research (secondary sources) and/
or interviews and field observations (primary sources). Evidence should be 
accurate, and brief quotations, summaries, and paraphrases of sources should 
be cited accurately. 

• E = Explanation, Elaboration, Evaluation, and analysis of the information 
provided in the body paragraph. The student’s voice. Ask, “So what?” and 
answer to explain to the reader why the evidence is important. Don’t assume 
the meaning of your source material or reason for including it is self-evident, but 
explain what the evidence means and how it supports your claim.

Conclusion
• What should the audience do/think/believe after reading the paper?
• Why does it matter?
• State further questions or unresolved issues
• Mention further research
• Do not include new information!


