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WELCOME ABOARD
The Alliance is a community of educators committed to the celebration, development, and 
elevation of a diverse culture of teaching at Purdue Fort Wayne and in our region. We seek to 
enrich teaching and learning by fostering a collaborative community to serve faculty, staff, and 
students dedicated to the pursuit of authentic learning. The Alliance promotes creativity, boldness, 
enjoyment, and growth as pathways to excellence in teaching and learning.

• Collaboration

• Boldness

• Diversity and inclusion

• Enjoyment

• Meaningful work

• Mutual service and support

• Creativity

• Organizational Structure

VALUES

MISSION STATEMENT



POSTER PRESENTATIONS 4:45 - 5:30
1. Michael Kirchner, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor, Organizational Leadership, Department of Organizational Leadership in ETCS
  Improving Students’ Training and Leadership Competence Through Applied     
  Research: An Interdisciplinary Approach

2. Natalie Neuenschwander 
 Junior, Elementary Education
 Jeong-il Cho, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor, College of Professional Studies
  Investigation of Learning Environments for Students at Purdue University Fort Wayne

3. Sue Mau, Ph.D. & Yvonne Zubovic, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor, Department of Mathematical Sciences
 Terri Swim, Ph.D.
 Professor, School of Education
  The Great Windows Inspection

4. Naomi Gurevich, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor, Communication Sciences & Disorders (CSD)
  Creative opportunities for student research involvement: Sharing the research experience    
  with students at all levels

5. Dina Mansour-Cole, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor, Organizational Leadership, Department of Organizational Leadership in ETCS
  Passionate Poetry and Leadership Podcasts?  It’s Collaborative Active Learning!

6. Andres Montenegro, M.F.A.
 Associate Professor, Department of Art and Design
  Creating and implementing the use of visual metaphors to teach new media in Virtual    
  Reality and Augmented Reality

7. Matthew Perkins Coppola, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor of Science Education, School of Education
  Improving Communication: Integrating Google Voice into Practice

8. Behin Elahi, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor, Department of Manufacturing, Construction, and Engineering Technology (MCET), School of   
 Polytechnic
  A Successful Project-Based Learning Experience: Case Study of Fort Wayne Metal Research   
  Project in “Measurement and Evaluation in Industrial Technology” Course (IT 507)



IGNITE TALKS 6:15 - 7:00
1. Daniel Boylan, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor, Accounting, Department of Accounting  
  Does Course Syllabus Affect Student Grades

2. M. Gail Hickey, Ph.D.
 Professor, Educational Studies, College of Professional Studies and PFW Director, Scholarship of Service-Learning
  Connecting Campus and Community through Service-Learning Experiences

3. Sarah Symonds LeBlanc, Ph.D. 
 Assistant Professor, Communication, College of Arts and Sciences
  Connecting to the Material Through Collaboration on Case Studies: How PBL is Going CBL

4. Jack Li, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor, School of Polytechnic
  Summarizing Material to Help Students Learn Quickly

5. Matthew Perkins Coppola, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor of Science Education, School of Education
  Learning and Teaching in Physics – Training TA’s, LA’s, and Tutors



CONVERSATION WITH AWARD WINNING TEACHERS 7:00 - 7:30
1.  Mark Masters, Ph.D.
 Chair and Professor, Physics  
  Featured Faculty for Teaching

2 Jane Leatherman, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor and Program Director, Education
  Friends of the University Outstanding Teaching

3. Luke Rodesiler, Ph.D. 
 Assistant Professor, Education
  Leepoxy Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching

4. Rama Cousik, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor, Education
 Naomi Gurevich, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor, Communication Sciences & Disorders
  Excellence in Online and Hybrid Teaching Award

5. Zesheng Chen, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor, Computer Science
  Sigma Xi 2019 Science Teacher of the Year Award

6. Lee Roberts, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor, International Language and Culture Studies
  FACET
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RESOURCES FOR SPECIFIC GROUPS
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS NEEDS
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STUDENT RESOURCES
QUICK GUIDE 2019


