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IPFW physics students work with lasers in one of 
everal physics labs on campus. This laser lab is just 
ne example of the many opportunities for students 
rom the College of Arts and Sciences to use the 
atest technology in their research. Learn about other 
pportunities on p. 16.
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Dear Friend of the College, that our students need help in achieving their 
educational goals without drowning in debt. 

The College of Arts and Sciences (COAS), For that reason, I have collaborated with 
along with the rest of IPFW, is reflecting on IPFW’s Office of Development to establish 
our past and looking forward to our future. a College of Arts and Sciences General 
For almost two decades, Chancellor Michael Scholarship Endowment Fund. This fund will 
Wartell led our institution with energy, integrity, support students pursuing bachelor’s degrees 
and enthusiasm. He continually challenged all in COAS departments and programs. Once 
of us—alumni, students, faculty, and staff—to the endowment reaches a sustainable level, 
strive to achieve excellence. Our College, our it will provide scholarships to students based 
University, and our community have been on need and merit. As the endowment grows, 
significantly strengthened by the quality of his so will the number of scholarships offered. 
leadership and by his commitment to liberal Our students are struggling to pay for their 
education. education and many will be paying for it for 

many years after they graduate. Your help With the 2012–13 academic year, we 
would go a long way toward making college welcome IPFW’s ninth chancellor, Vicky 
more affordable. Please consider making a Carwein. As with any change, the leadership 
contribution to the endowment fund at  transitions at IPFW present challenges 
ipfw.edu/coas-scholarship by clicking on and opportunities. Moving forward, COAS 
“Give Now” and selecting “College of Arts and will continue to be committed to providing 
Sciences Endowed Scholarship Fund.”outstanding learning experiences for our 

students, to the creation of new knowledge in I invite you to continue to participate in the 
the domains of science, social science, and life of the College. I hope to see you at an 
the humanities, as well as to applying our upcoming University Community Conversation 
intellectual capital to the needs of northeast (UC2) event or at any of the other numerous 
Indiana through a strong commitment to activities and programs sponsored by the 
community engagement. I look forward to College. Check the “News and Events” section 
working with Chancellor Carwein to achieve of our website ipfw.edu/coas for the latest  
these goals. updates or “like” our Facebook page at 

facebook.com/ipfw.coas.Compounding the challenges of changing 
leadership, I anticipate IPFW will continue to Our faculty and students are constantly 
experience significant budgetary constraints. looking for ways to build partnerships with the 
Striving to find efficiencies in instructional community and you, our alumni, provide an 
delivery while remaining committed to important bridge by which we can establish 
improving student learning will demand a mix new and innovative collaborations. Please stay 
of belt tightening and innovative solutions for in touch and as always feel free to share with 
long-standing problems. me your thoughts about the future of IPFW 

and our role in the future of  Our students are faced with many challenges 
northeast Indiana.throughout their educational careers; one 

of the most daunting is the cost of higher 
education. Declining levels of state support 
for public universities such as IPFW has 
resulted in rising tuition rates. The shifting 
of costs from the general public to the 
individual learner has resulted in mounting Carl N. Drummond
levels of student debt. While we are proud 

Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences
of IPFW’s affordability, it is increasingly clear 

Letter from the Dean



CHEMiSTRy Center for Academic Support 
and Advancement. He will 

Student Awards: Swatabdi attend graduate school at 
Kamal received the William F. Carnegie Mellon University 
Erbelding Award in Analytical in computational materials 
Chemistry, Outstanding science. 
Student Affiliate Award, and a 
Faculty/Alumni Scholarship. Faculty/Alumni Scholarships 
Kamal is president of IPFW’s were also awarded to 
Chemistry Club and active Brandon Pollock, Mieke Peels, 
in undergraduate research Amanda Sauders, Alyssa 
and student government. Nott, and Samantha Maki. 
She intends to earn a Ph.D. CRC Freshman Chemistry 
in biochemistry and help and International Center for 
develop the biotechnology Undergraduate Chemistry 
industry in her home country of (ICUC) First-Year Chemistry 
Bangladesh. Awards went to Peter Edgar.  

 Biology Derek Romer received 
Madeline Merkel was named Leepoxy and Faculty/Alumni Science olympiad 2012: Outstanding Organic Chemistry Scholarships. The American A record nine teams of high Student and received a Chemical Society Division of school students from six Faculty/Alumni Scholarship. Inorganic Chemistry Award was different schools converged on Merkel has earned Dean’s given to Samantha Holderman.the IPFW campus on Saturday, and Semester Honors each of 

February 4, to take part in her semesters at IPFW. She is 
the 2012 Science Olympiad. active in the Chemistry and the 
Twenty-three varied events, CoMMUNiCATioN Big Heart Clubs and recently 
each of which contained one SCiENCES AND volunteered in the IPFW 
or more elements of science, DiSoRDERSScience Olympiad. Actively 
technology, engineering, engaged in undergraduate Autism Speaks U–iPFW: and math, were undertaken research, Merkel’s career goals The department received by the student teams. include pharmacy school. permission in spring 2011 Associate Professors Ahmed 

to sponsor a new club: Mustafa (biology) and Jeff Justin Darnall received the 
Autism Speaks U–IPFW. Nowak (education) were the Arthur W. Friedel Endowed 
Club membership is open to codirectors of this year’s event. Chemistry Scholarship.  
all IPFW students. The club Professor Bruce Kingsbury, Darnall is completing his 
holds fundraisers to support Assistant Professor Jordan second semester at IPFW.  
the national Autism Speaks Marshall, and Continuing His performance in the two 
organization to raise money Lecturer Parveen Quarrar general chemistry courses has 
for research as well as (biology) also participated as been noteworthy. 
events to raise awareness of area/event coordinators.

The 2011–12 Outstanding autism and autism spectrum 
Retirement: Associate Chemistry Major is Jonathan disorders. During its first year, 
Professor James Haddock Humberson. A Chancellor’s club members participated in 
retired from the biology Distinguished Scholar, he an autism walk at the Allen 
department in summer has earned multiple Dean’s County Fairgrounds, the Light 
2012. He has been with the and Semester Honors, won It Up Blue autism awareness 
department since 1972, and the Freshman Chemistry event, the Sensitive Santa 
his expertise and experience Award previously, has been and Sensitive Easter Bunny 
will be missed. active in the Honors Program, community events, and other 

and worked as a tutor in the fundraisers. Future goals for 
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Students from the Northridge High
School team competed in the 
Science Olympiad. They placed 
first at the regional competition at 
IPFW and went on to place fourth 
at the state competition  
in Bloomington, Ind. 

James 
Haddock



the group include increasing 
membership, holding more 
on-campus activities, and 
increasing fundraising efforts. 
The group has a Facebook 
page, so please take time to 
visit to keep up on what is 
happening at facebook.com/
Autism.Speaks.U.IPFW.

Speech and Hearing Club: 
Under the leadership of Melissa 
Helm, the Speech and Hearing 
Club was busy during 2011–
12, starting with Freshman 
Fest in August and continuing 
through April’s Sensitive Easter 
Bunny, Stop the Bop, and 
Zumba events. Members also 
hosted four guest speakers, 
Sensitive Santa, a movie night, 
two more Zumba fundraisers, 
and other activities. Members 
also assisted with the IPFW 
Health Fair by handing out 
information concerning care of 
the voice, performing hearing 
screenings, and walking 
participants to and from the 
department. Club members 
collectively decided how to 
disperse the funds raised to 
support various organizations. 

Photography as language: 
During spring 2012, the 
Department of Visual 
Communication and Design 
(VCD) assisted the Department 
of Communication Sciences 
and Disorders (CSD) for 
the second Photography as 
Language program. Through 
this collaboration, CSD student 
clinicians worked with three 
gerontology clients who had 
suffered strokes which left the 
clients with speech difficulties. 
Using their photographs as a 
means to express themselves, 
the clients worked toward 
improving their verbal skills. 

Brittany Wilcoxson and Sarah 
Statton, students in upper level 
photography classes, attended 
the group speech therapy 
sessions to assist with editing 
and enhancing photos, as well 
as assisting and instructing 
clients in photographic 
technique and camera 
functions. Continuing Lecturer 
Jim Gabbard (VCD) presented 
information concerning what 
constitutes good photography. 
This is the second year for the 
collaborative effort, and it is 
one way CSD students earn 
certificates in gerontology.

iPFW Poss-Abilities AAC 
Theatre Camp: For the 
third year in a row, young 
people who use augmentative 
alternative communication 
(AAC) devices came to 
campus to participate in the 
Poss-Abilities AAC Theatre 
Camp over fall break weekend 
in October. The camp is 
an extension of CSD 405, 
Computer Applications in 
Speech Language Pathology, 
and is supported by the Vice 
Chancellors for Student Affairs 
and Academic Affairs. This 
year’s play was Stephanie’s 
Ponytail, based on the book 
by Robert Munsch, the story 
of a girl who wanted to be 
different from everyone else. 
The surprise ending delighted 
the audience and actors. A 
reception was held following 
the play, giving the public 
a chance to talk with the 
actors and their CSD student-
assistants. A new theatre 
production is being planned for 
this year’s camp that will be 
presented on Oct. 7, 2012, the 
Sunday before fall break. The 
public is invited to attend.

As a follow-up to the great 
success of the third annual 
Poss-Abilities AAC Camp, 
Sharon Egly conducted a 
satisfaction survey of the 
CSD students who were 
involved as facilitators, AAC 
device programmers, scenery 
designers, builders and 
painters, personal assistants, 
gofers, and more. Though 
anecdotal reports revealed 
that students found the 
camp to be a terrific learning 
opportunity, Egly wished to 
quantify those reports. She 
asked the nine students to 
respond on a five-point Likert 
scale to seven measures 
of satisfaction with the 
experience. The results showed 
the students to be nearly 
unanimous in their evaluations 
of the camp experience as 
most satisfactory. There was 
complete agreement that the 
camp had been an important 
learning experience. This 
survey is part of a larger study 
which includes surveys of the 
campers themselves and of 
their parents/caregivers. The 
results of Egly’s study were 
accepted for presentation to the 
International Society of AAC at 
a conference in Philadelphia in 
August 2012. 

Sensitive Santa and 
Sensitive Easter Bunny: 
Autism Speaks U–IPFW and 
the Speech and Hearing Club 
combined efforts to stage 
events that allowed local 
children who have autism 
the opportunity to have their 
pictures taken with Santa in 
December 2011 and the Easter 
Bunny in April 2012. Because 
having pictures taken at the 
mall can be overwhelming 
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CSD student Sarah Swanson 
helps Robbie Olding use an AAC 
device (top). Jennifer Womack, 

another CSD student, and camper 
Daelin Clark, prepare for their 

production of the play  
Stephanie’s Ponytail.



for these children, having an 
event where they can come, 
play games, get used to the 
costumes, and be photographed 
when comfortable in the 
environment is particularly 
important. Club members 
manned tables at which they 
assisted children in playing 
games, coloring pictures, 
or doing craft activities. The 
pictures were emailed to 
parents/caregivers following 
the event. All of the parents 
appreciated the opportunity 
to take part. The events were 
advertised through Turnstone, 
Easter Seals Arc, and other 
venues. Both clubs plan to hold 
these events each academic 
year and hope alumni will 
spread the word.

MATHEMATiCAl 
SCiENCES

graduating Class: Fifteen 
students received Bachelor 
of Science degrees, five 
students received Master of 
Science degrees, and two 
students received Master of 
Arts for Teachers degrees in 
2011–12. Sarah Patterson 

was awarded the Maynard J. 
Mansfield Award, given by the 
department to the graduating 
senior who best demonstrates 
excellence in academics and 
extracurricular activities. Paul 
Conroy and Christopher Garner 
were awarded Lowell W. 
Beineke Scholarships for the 
2012–13 academic year.

Faculty Spotlights: Betsy 
Berry and Yihao Deng were 
promoted to associate 
professor with tenure and 
Adam Coffman to professor in 
2012. Berry’s specialization 
is in math education, Deng 
is one of the department’s 
statisticians, and Coffman 
has gained national and 
international recognition 
for his work in geometry, 
linear algebra, and analysis. 
Congratulations to all three for 
their well-deserved promotions. 
Professor Peter Dragnev 
received his second Pippert 
Research Scholar Award in 
2012. This award  
was established in 2000 to 
support research efforts in 
mathematics and the sciences. 
Dragnev has become an 
established international 
expert in several areas of 
mathematical analysis and has 
presented research talks in 
many nations.

Math Alumni Dinner: The 
10th annual Math Alumni 
Dinner was held in February 
2012 in the Keith E. Busse 
IPFW Alumni Center. More 
than 40 alumni and faculty 
were in attendance for a fine 
meal, good conversation, 
and an entertaining and 
informative talk on photography 
by alumnus and Professor 
Emeritus Bill Frederick.  

This event has become an 
annual tradition for many of our 
math alumni.

Changes in the Department: 
Cindy Vanderlaan began her 
first year as a continuing 
lecturer in fall 2011. She 
will specialize in precalculus 
teaching and in various projects 
to improve student success in 
such courses. 

Yuan Zhang was hired as an 
assistant professor in March 
2012. Zhang spent three years 
as a postdoctorate at University 
of California San Diego after 
receiving a doctorate at Rutgers 
University. Her specialty is in 
several complex variables and 
related areas. 

Professor David Legg stepped 
down as department chair to 
begin voluntary early partial 
retirement. He will teach full 
time in fall semesters and enjoy 
time off in spring semesters for 
a maximum of five years. Legg 
served as department chair for 
12 years and turned over the 
keys to Dragnev, who served 
as interim chair during Legg’s 
sabbatical semester (fall 2011).

PHiloSoPHy

PhiloSTEM Conferences: 
The department sponsored 
workshops on the Philosophy 
of Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics 
(PhiloSTEM) in fall 2011 and 
spring 2012, both organized 
by Ioan Muntean, Bernd 
Buldt, and David McCarthy 
(IU–Bloomington). Another 
conference on “The Crisis of 
American Democracy” was 
organized by Clark Butler and 
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Professor David Legg  
accepts a plaque in  
recognition of his 12  
years as the chair of 
mathematical sciences.



the Center for Applied Ethics in 
April 2012.

“New” Faculty: The 
department welcomed two 
former limited term lecturers, 
Joyce Lazier and Johnathan 
Decker, to the ranks of 
continuing lecturer in fall 
2011. Lazier, who earned 
a Ph.D. at the University of 
Nebraska–Lincoln, joined the 

department three years ago. 
Since then, she has been 
teaching a variety of courses, 
became our liaison for the 
school-based program, and 
has more recently become a 
trailblazer on our campus for 
adopting new technologies in 
the classroom (for more on 
Lazier’s innovative technology 
work, see “iLearing at iPFW” on 
page 16). Decker, who received 
a Ph.D. from Trinity Theological 
Seminary, has been teaching 
part time at IPFW for almost 
a decade, during which time 
he became a trusted pillar of 
philosophy’s distance teaching 
course program. As a native of 
Sierra Leone, the department 
expects his course on African 
philosophy and religion to 
become his signature class.

 

Faculty Awards: Mike Spath 
received the Chancellor’s 
University Engagement Award 
for his outstanding community 
service, and Joyce Lazier 
won the COAS Enhancement 
of Learning Award for her 
teaching innovations. Both 
recognitions were more than 
well-deserved.

Student Awards: This year 
the department recognized two 
students with scholarships. 
Daniel Todorovich, who double 
majors in philosophy and 
psychology, has received 
the Jean and Bill Bruening 
Award for outstanding overall 
academic performance. 
Josh Bertsch, who double 
majors in philosophy and 
political science, has won 
the department’s best essay 
contest and received the 
Churchill Award (on top of 
winning, again, a Chancellor’s 
Scholarship).

Three recent graduates will 
continue their education in 
distinguished programs. Alan 
Tse will return to Hong Kong to 
pursue a Masters of Philosophy 
at the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong. Alison O‘Brien 
accepted an offer from the 
University of Utrecht to pursue 
a degree in international 
human rights and criminal 
justice. Deanna Roop was 
admitted to the Ph.D. program 
in philosophy at the University 
of Missouri.

Faculty Research: Jennifer 
Caseldine-Bracht published on 
the “HPV Vaccine Controversy” 
in the International Journal 
of Feminist Approaches to 
Bioethics and presented a 
paper on “Human Rights 

Ethics” at Cambridge 
University, England. Bernd 
Buldt read a paper on the 
philosophy of mathematics at 
the 7th European Congress of 
Analytic Philosophy in Milan, 
Italy. Erik Ohlander presented 
material from his next book 
on Sufism at the annual 
meeting of both the Middle 
East Studies Association in 
Washington, D.C. and the 
American Academy of Religion 
in San Francisco; he also 
published his study, “Behind 
the Veil of the Unseen: Dreams 
and Dreaming in the Classical 
and Medieval Sufi,” in a recent 
book with the State University 
of New York Press. Abe 
Schwab lectured on medical 
ethics at several out-of-state 
universities, coauthored “De 
Minimis Risk: A Proposal for 
a New Category of Research 
Risk” in the American Journal 
of Bioethics, and published 
“Epistemic Humility and 
Medical Practice: Translating 
Epistemic Categories into 
Ethical Obligations” in the 
Journal of Medicine and 
Philosophy. The latter topic,  
by the way, is also reflected 
in his “You Know Nothing, 
Jon Snow: Epistemic Humility 
beyond the Wall” in Game of 
Thrones and Philosophy: Logic 
Cuts Deeper Than Swords, 
which concerns the popular 
A Song of Ice and Fire  
book series.

Exciting Curriculum 
Development: Clark Butler 
offered a course on the 
American Occupy Movement 
which, since it was the first of 
its kind, was followed from as 
far away as California.  

Jennifer Caseldine-Bracht 
started a service-learning 
project through which she took 
COAS students to a homeless 
shelter to engage children in 
what is called “philosophy  
for children.” 

Encouraged by the success of 
Joyce Lazier teaching the first-
ever iPad class on campus, a 
total of six philosophy faculty 
are currently exploring the 
potential of mobile technologies 
for better engaging students in 
the classroom and preparing 
“iVersions” of almost all our of 
general education courses.

PSyCHology

Research Abounds: 
Psychology students were 
busier than ever during the 
2011–12 academic year, 
doing research online and 
in the Neff Hall labs, IPFW 
classrooms, and larger 
community. Their hard work 
is evidenced by the record-
breaking number of students 
presenting at conferences with 
department faculty. Twenty-two 
students and recent graduates 
coauthored 15 research poster 
presentations and participated 
in one roundtable discussion at 
four conferences in 2012. 

2011–12 Psychology 
Awards: Stephanie 
Lochbihler was honored with 
the Outstanding Senior in 
Psychology Award for her 
roles as a teaching assistant, 
research assistant, and Psi 
Chi president, as well as being 
a standout in the classroom. 
She coauthored three research 
posters with faculty and one 
Psi Chi student research 

  |   5

Continued on next page

Johnathan 
Decker



poster. She will be pursuing a 
Ph.D. in social psychology at 
Indiana University, where she 
will be working on intergroup 
emotions theory. She also 
hopes to further investigate 
the findings from her senior 
honors thesis, which explored 
the relationship between 
social reward and nicotine in 
designated smoking areas. 

Chris Stebing received the 
William James Award. He 
demonstrated outstanding 
creativity and critical thinking 
skills in the classroom and 
research lab. Already armed 
with a degree in management 
and finance, but dissatisfied 
with the corporate world, he 
returned to school and amassed 
more experiences in one year 
than most students do in four. 
He participated in a service-
learning course which worked 
closely with a local memory 
care facility to develop an 
activities program designed 
to improve residents’ quality 
of life (see “Caring, Sharing, 
and Educating” on page 14). 

Stebing also worked as a 
research assistant on a study 
of perceptions of personal 
disclosures in social networking. 
He has been accepted into 
Indiana State University’s 
clinical psychology Psy.D. 
program.

Natalie Bruick was honored 
with the Senior Excellence 
in Psychology award for her 
dedication to the classroom and 
the department. She coauthored 
three research posters, 
participated in one roundtable 
discussion, and has been a 
teaching or research assistant 
for six different professors. She 
was also very active as the vice 
president of Psi Chi. Bruick 
plans to continue her studies 
in psychology in the area of 
clinical psychology.

Senior Scholarship awards 
went to Lindsay Dixon and 
Janae Webb. Dixon was 
chosen for this scholarship 
because of her engagement 
in the classroom, top-notch 
research, and constant 
involvement in important 
service activities. Webb is a 
model undergraduate student 
due to her excellence in the 
classroom and as a research 
assistant. She has assisted with 
projects on computer-mediated 
communication and the online 
classroom.

Health Education Boot Camp: 
For three Wednesday mornings 
in November 2011, Associate 
Professor Jeannie DiClementi 
and six students teamed up 
with Mary Ross, director of 
the Northeast Indiana Area 
Health Education Center, to 
take health education to groups 
of second graders at Indian 

Village Elementary School. The 
students involved in this project 
were Stephanie Lochbihler, 
Seth Kirby, McKenzie Cowart, 
Elizabeth Zwierko, and Damini 
Handa, and graduate assistant 
Beenne Capre.

Armed with a model of the 
brain, a skull, a set of pig 
lungs, distortion goggles, a 
disarticulated skeleton, a variety 
of other items, and several iPad 
and iPod programs, the team 
taught the children how their 
brains work, the importance 
of wearing a helmet and what 
happens to an injured brain, the 
dangers of smoking, and other 
information about their bodies. 
The purpose of this “health 
education boot camp” was 
to teach the second graders 
about their bodies and get them 
excited about science. Another 
goal was to reach out to an 
ethnically and racially diverse 
population of students, many of 
whom are underserved. 

Undergraduate Teaching 
Assistants: During the 
2011–12 academic year, 
Josh Gerow led a team of 
seven undergraduate teaching 
assistants in an effort to 
improve student grades in 
a section of PSY 12000, 
Elementary Psychology. Each 
undergraduate teaching 
assistant was responsible for 
emailing a group of 20 students 
in a class regularly, offering 
online review sessions, and 
providing individual tutoring 
upon request. Gerow states 
that the overall impact of 
the undergraduate teaching 
assistants on the class climate 
was beyond his expectations. 
“To say that the teaching 
assistants became engaged 
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Psychology student McKenzie Cowart discusses with second-graders 
how their brains work and the importance of wearing helmets at the 

"health education boot camp." 



in the process is quite an 
understatement,” he explained.

Throughout the year, Gerow 
had support from a graduate 
assistant, Susan Johnston (B.A. 
’10), who summarized her 
thoughts on the experience: 
“What I experienced was the 
process of good students 
moving beyond being passive 
learners into the role of 
motivated activists on behalf 
of the psychology department 
and our university—trying to 
reach students in their cohorts 
to help them learn and adhere 
to classroom deadlines. I 
witnessed their relentless 
hope that they could reach 
more students, as well as 
the inevitable reality that they 
cannot make students want 
to learn. I experienced their 
teamwork and support for each 
other, as well as the support 
of Gerow and the psychology 
department, as a constant 
during the process. It has been 
a wonderful experience to work 
with these dedicated students.”

Gerow would like to continue 
the undergraduate teaching 
assistant project for the 
2012–13 academic year. “This 
project resulted in a small, 
but significant improvement 
in exam scores for the PSY 

12000 students. We learned 
a great deal about the 
interventions that worked and 
those that did not, and we’ll 
continue to try to optimize 
the undergraduate teaching 
assistant role in order to 
optimize the grades.” 

News from our Faculty: 
Elaine Blakemore was the 
first recipient of a Midwestern 
Psychological Association 
(MPA) Presidential Citation. 
She received the award at 
the annual MPA meeting in 
Chicago in recognition of her 
many contributions to the 
organization over the years, 
including her service as 
president, secretary-treasurer, 
program moderator, and 
council member.

Jeannie DiClementi received 
a service grant to improve the 
educational environment for 
military students, “Operation 
Diploma,” which was funded 
by the Lilly Foundation through 
the Purdue University Military 
Family Research Institute.

Michelle Drouin has been 
tenured and promoted to 
associate professor. She also 
received the 2012 DECCO 
Award for Innovative Online 
Teaching Award in recognition 

of the “user-friendly” 
environment of her online 
lifespan development class 
and her use of individualized 
feedback to help students 
achieve learning goals.

Ryan Yoder received a 2012 
IPFW Summer Research Grant 
to continue his studies of 
spatial cognition in mice.

SoCiology

Conference Presentations: 
Professor Peter Iadicola was 
invited to participate in a 
symposium for McGraw-Hill 
Publishing in January 2012 
in Florida that focused on 
the teaching of introductory 
sociology courses online. The 
“digiposium” was a series 
of brainstorming sessions 
on how to engage students 
online through the use of 
various course materials that 
the publisher was designing. 
There were also brainstorming 
sessions on defining new 
products to enhance faculty 
scholarship of teaching and the 
practice of teaching that would 
be considered by McGraw-Hill. 
Approximately 20 sociology 
faculty from various types of 
institutions participated in  
the seminar. 

Faculty Accomplishments: 
Associate Professor Pat 
Ashton coauthored with 
Professor Emeritus M. 
Regina Leffers (sustainable 
construction) and Associate 
Professor Matthew Kubik 
(interior design) The Green 
Age: Transforming Your Life 
Choices for the 21st Century 
(2011). He also received the 
P. A. Mack Honorary Award 

for Distinguished Service 
to Teaching, a prestigious 
award from the Center for 
the Enhancement of Learning 
and Teaching (CELT), which 
was presented at the Faculty 
Colloquium on Excellence 
in Teaching (FACET) annual 
retreat in Indianapolis.

Associate Professor 
Christopher Bradley received 
$131,000 in research grants 
for the Center for Social 
Research that he directs. 
The center participates in 
many research endeavors, 
including the Northeast Indiana 
Community Health Assessment 
from Parkview Hospital, Whitley 
County High School survey 
(year two) from the Whitley 
County Community Foundation, 
a nationwide bed and 
breakfast business, Fort Wayne 
mayoral election poll, and Fort 
Wayne Parks and Recreation 
Department community survey.

Professor Anson Shupe 
published the 30th authored/
edited book of his career, 
Pastoral Misconduct: The 
American Black Church, 
coauthored with Janelle 
Eliason-Nannini (2012). He 
also published two additional 
articles this year.

Professor Diane Taub 
was elected university 
representative for American 
Sociological Association 
Section on Teaching and 
Learning Sociology. She 
also published an article 
with Penelope A. McLorg 
(gerontology program director 
and COAS faculty member), 
“Eating Disorders as Deviance,” 
in the 2011 Routledge 
Handbook of Deviant Behavior.
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Associate Professor of Psychology Michelle Drouin shares a candid 
moment with her Elementary Psychology class.
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Professor Augusto De Venanzi 
was on a sabbatical in fall 
2011, during which he 
engaged in intensive research 
at the Center for Ibero-
American Studies at King Juan 
Carlos University in Spain. 
He presented his preliminary 
research results as “Political 
Regime and Welfare Policy 
Outcomes: Brazil, Colombia, 
and Venezuela, 2000–2012” 
at that university in December 
2011. De Venanzi also 
presented “School Shootings 
in the USA: Popular Culture as 
Risk, Teen Violence, and the 
Marginalization of Peers” at  
the 60th Conference of the 
British Sociological Association 
in London.

Assistant Professor Mieko 
Yamada was invited to 
conduct research in Tokyo, 
Japan, by Professor Sadao 
Takahashi, dean of the College 
of Humanities at Tamagawa 
University. She received an 
$8,000 Purdue Research Grant 
to research “Diversity Matters: 
Awareness of Multiculturalism 
and Its Implications.”

WOMEN’S STUDIES

Major Participates in a 
National Practicum at the 
United Nations: Women’s 
studies major Nicole (Nicki) 
Meier was selected as one of 
20 students from across the 
United States to take part in 
the United Nations Commission 
on the Status of Women (CSW) 
meetings held Feb. 25 through 
March 3, 2012.

The CSW is dedicated 
exclusively to gender equality 
and the advancement of 
women. Representatives from 
member states gather to 
identify problems and issues 
affecting women internationally. 
CSW meetings are typically 
attended by thousands of 
women affiliated with non-
governmental organizations 
(NGOs) from around the 
world. Alongside the official 
discussions and reports,  
these NGOs sponsor hundreds 
of “side events” such as 
panels, workshops, and 
performances addressing 
local and international issues 
affecting women.

“The UN Practicum was an 
experience I will never forget,” 
said Meier. “It was so inspiring 

to be surrounded by such 
a wide variety of powerful 
women from all around the 
world. I was able to listen to 
and exchange ideas with UN 
delegates, ambassadors, and 
NGO organizers. Seeing how 
each woman has personally 
dealt with the challenges 
that women face in their 
communities and countries, 
such as violence, sexual 
exploitation, poverty, and 
reproductive justice, while  
all the while staying positive 
and encouraging other 
women, has given me a lot 
of confidence and hope for 
making a difference in the 
world for women.”

The 2012 priority theme of 
CSW was “the empowerment 
of rural women and their 
role in poverty and hunger 
eradication, development, and 
current challenges.” Students 
participate as delegates of 
the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom 
and contribute to the official 
documentation of both official 
and informal meetings. The 
program is open to women 
enrolled at any college or 
university in the United States 
and provides opportunities 
for peer-to-peer learning 

and career opportunities in 
international relations and 
advocacy work.

Meier plans to pursue an 
academic career focusing on 
international policy-making 
and development. She is 
currently researching local 
women’s involvement in 
development and parliament 
in post-genocide Rwanda, as 
well as conducting personal 
research on women’s access 
to reproductive healthcare 
and resources on college 
campuses. t

Nicole (Nicki) Meier, back row, second from right, was selected as one of 20 students from across the  
United States to take part in the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women meetings held this spring.



Assistant Professors Shannon Bischoff (English and 
linguistics) and Steven Stevenson (chemistry) are 
relatively new to the COAS faculty—Bischoff began in 
August 2010 and Stevenson in August 2011. In their 
short time on faculty, however, both have done much  
to promote undergraduate scholarship, which has 
provided valuable opportunities and skills to the 
students involved. 

In February 2012, Bischoff and two undergraduate COAS 
students, Ryan Fenker (’13, Spanish) and Megan Vandell 
(’13, anthropology), traveled to the University of Puerto 
Rico at Mayagüez to work alongside graduate students 
and faculty members from several countries to research 
how bilingual students and instructors in Puerto Rico 
code switch between English and Spanish languages within 
their university courses. (Code switching is how languages, 
dialects, and formalities change in verbal interactions 
depending upon the audience, language employed, and 
purpose; for example, consider how you would present 
information to work colleagues versus explaining the same 
to a person outside of  your field.) The group developed 

and conducted three types of  preliminary experiments and 
recorded the audio from one. They observed students in 
class, developed and tested an online bilingual audio survey, 
and then designed a simple “toy task” in which students 
had to communicate and work together to solve a problem. 
A third research team member, Braxxton Martin (’13, 
English, Spanish), did not travel to Puerto Rico but helped 
compile the research gathered by the group to write a 
paper detailing the outcomes of  their preliminary research. 
The hope is that results will help students and teachers 
in the United States who find themselves in increasingly 
multilingual classrooms. 

They also used the results of  this preliminary work to 
design further experiments and are applying for a National 
Science Foundation (NSF) grant, with which they will 
explore multilinguism in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEM) classes. If  successful, the group 
could receive a $2.1 million dollar NSF Research and 
Evaluation on Education in Science and Engineering 
grant. This would fund several return trips to Puerto Rico 
so that Bischoff  and his team can adjust and rerun their 
experiments, transcribe the data gathered, and post their 
research data to the internet for scholars to use. In the 

Undergraduate Research: Curiosity, 
Scholarship, and good ol’ Fashioned Fun
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IPFW students traveled to Puerto Rico with Shannon Bischoff, assistant professor of English and linguistics, to study code switching 
between English and Spanish.

By Kendra Morris
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end, the grant 
would provide a 
valuable resource 
for researchers 
who study how to 
help multilingual 
students become 
more successful in 
U.S. classrooms.

In Puerto Rico, 
the realities of  
working with 
people in the real 
world presented 
challenges, and 
not everything 

went as planned when they conducted 
the experiments. For example, in an 
effort to follow standard research 
protocols, study participants were 
randomly selected. However, the 
researchers discovered that if  the 
students did not know each other 
very well, they would only speak in 
Spanish, without code-switching at 
all, which rendered that audio useless 
for research purposes. However, these 
unexpected roadblocks still provided 
the team with useful information 
about multilinguism in the classroom 
and helped them learn how to modify 
future experiment protocols.

At the University of  Puerto Rico at 
Mayagüez, Bischoff  and his team 
worked at an established linguistics lab 
that focuses on multilingual students 
and education. He said that one reason 
Puerto Rico is a good base for this 
project is because it is the only place 
in the United States where the public 
universities are bilingual. Bischoff ’s 
research group studies “how students 
and institutions come to terms 
with content knowledge in terms 
of  multilinguistic strategies.” “For 
example,” Bischoff  said, “in 
Fort Wayne, there’s been a 500 percent 
increase in the number of  non-
native English speaking students in 
the classroom,” so “understanding 
how bilinguals use their linguistic 
knowledge to obtain content 
knowledge and how instructors use 
multilingualism to impart content 
knowledge in a U.S. academic setting 
could be quite useful.” 

And even if  the group does not get 
the NSF grant, other scholars at 
IPFW, the Puerto Rican linguistics 
lab, and beyond will be able to build 
on the work these COAS students 
completed. The students are already 
sharing their findings. Vandell, Fenker, 
and Martin presented their research 
at an Anthropology Club lecture in 
April 2012, during which they outlined 
the work that still needs to be done 
in Puerto Rico and here in the United 
States, and they explained the NSF 
grant that they are applying for.

Bischoff ’s undergraduate researchers 
have other plans as well. Vandell will 
apply to graduate schools, saying 
that because of  Bischoff ’s support 
in this research project, “I have the 
confidence that I will succeed in grad 
school.” She added that participation 
in this research group has “given me 
an invaluable skillset, one that will help 
me in many future endeavors.” 

Fenker is still deciding whether or not 
he will apply to graduate schools to 
study linguistics or to teach English 
abroad. For him, participating in the 
research was beneficial in many ways. 
“It was great to have a professor who 
wanted to challenge and push us in 
this field, not to mention two great 
peers to work with who accepted 
these challenges and worked through 
them.” Martin said, “Working with this 

group has taught me how professional 
and academic research is conducted 
and has allowed me to take part in 
the research process.” Like Fenker, 
he is considering whether to attend 
graduate school or work abroad after 
graduation. 

Bischoff  hopes that these students 
will consider attending graduate 
school at the University of  Puerto 
Rico at Mayagüez. And if  they do, 
a fellow alumnus will be there to 
mentor them. While not a research 
team member, Kevin Bathke (B.A. 
’12, Spanish) joined Bischoff  and the 
others in Puerto Rico in order to visit 
the research center. After meeting 
with the department chair and several 
faculty members, he applied to the 
graduate program. Bathke was awarded 
a scholarship for full tuition and a 
teaching assistantship with stipend 
at the University of  Puerto Rico at 
Mayagüez.

The undergraduate research group will 
find out if  they will receive the NSF 
grant in early 2013. We wish them all 
the best! Whether continuing work 
abroad or staying here in the United 
States, we can’t wait to see how they 
will make a difference using the skills 
they have acquired from working with 
Bischoff  and how their research helps 
educators teach bilingual students in 
the United States and beyond. 

Assistant Professor of Chemistry Steven Stevenson (middle) conducted research with 
undergraduates Alyssa Nott (left) and Madeline Merkel (right) to discover new molecules.

Ryan 
Fenker

Megan 
Vandell 
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Located in IPFW’s Department of 

Chemistry, Stevenson’s research 

group also stands out within COAS’s 

undergraduate research opportunities.

Stevenson specializes in discovering 
new molecules, and his undergraduate 
assistants help him conduct this 
research. He has seven undergraduate 
research assistants: volunteers, students 
participating for course credit, and 
one paid work-study student. And 
what is it like to work with Stevenson? 
Considering the fact that one volunteer 
assistant temporarily moved to Fort 
Wayne from Mississippi and plans 
to return to continue the research 
she did with Stevenson in his lab at 
the University of  South Mississippi, 
demonstrates that the experience  
is worthwhile. 

Although in the lab the participants 
perform specialized research that 
uses plasma reactors, samples, and 
chemical acids, Stevenson’s research 
assistants are not required to be 
chemistry majors, which adds interest 
to the group’s dynamics. “I’ve worked 
with English majors and psychology 
majors in the past,” Stevenson said. 
“I have the philosophy that people in 
college are adults and are intelligent, 
and whatever they want to learn, I can 
teach them. People think that they 
need to be a chemistry major to do 
this, but I want to be like the Statue  
of  Liberty in New York: Give me  
your major, and I’ll shape you into  
a scientist!”

Stevenson’s “people before academics” 
philosophy is evident in how he 
recruits research assistants. The 
qualities he looks for include the 
students’ personalities and whether 
they are “team players” and “unselfish 
people.” He said, “I don’t care if  
they’re an ‘A,’ ‘B,’ or ‘C’ person; I just 
want someone with a good heart.” 
To him it is more important that his 
assistants “help each other out—if  
one student has to go to class and can’t 
finish some samples, the others will 
volunteer to finish the work. They’re 
just good people.” 

Volunteer research assistant Madeline 
Merkel (pre-pharmacy) was recruited 
to the team after meeting Stevenson a 
few times in the hall outside his office. 
Merkel volunteers about 10 hours a 
week in the lab and plans to continue 
until she transfers to pharmacy school 
in 2013. “Everyone really likes each 
other in the group, and we all work 
together well,” adding that it has been 
“interesting to see how a lab team 
works. In research, you have no idea if  
what you’re doing is going to produce 
the results you want—or if  it’s going 
to work at all.” She says it has “been 
valuable to work with Dr. Stevenson” 
and being part of  the research group 
has taught her how to budget her time 
better, a necessary skill for academic 
success, her future studies in pharmacy 
school, and beyond. 

Paid work-study student Amanda 
Sauders (’13, biochemistry) puts in 
about 15 hours during a slow week and 
up to 40 in a busy week. She works 
on a project attempting to develop 
a “new separation method to find 
new molecules” using different types 
of  acids or other chemicals. Sauders 
values and appreciates her coworkers 
and is grateful for the experience, 
saying with a smile, “We have each 
other’s back. Any chemistry student 
can say that they have lab experience, 
but the fact that I have worked in an 
environment lab is great. When you’re 
in class you don’t have to keep track of  
inventory or things like that, but this is 
more like a professional job.” Sauders 
is considering either going to graduate 
school or pursuing a job in forensic 
toxicology after she graduates with 
a bachelor’s degree in biochemistry. 
Luckily, the research she’s conducted in 
Stevenson’s group will help with either 
career path.

Course-credit research assistant 
Steven “Tony” Zimmerman (B.S. ’12, 
chemistry, economics) says that the 
most valuable thing he will remember 
about working with Stevenson is 
the ups and downs of  conducting 
research. “This is the first actual 
research I’ve done. I didn’t really know 
what to expect, so it was just learning 

about the process 
of  research. 
Sometimes you 
can be really 
productive, and 
you might create a 
new molecule.  
But sometimes 
great things 
happen and sometimes they don’t, 
even when you put all your work into a 
project.” He chose to take a 400-level 
course with Stevenson after hearing 
him present at senior seminar. Though 
he earned his credit at the end of  
fall 2011, Zimmerman continued to 
volunteer until he graduated because 
he wanted to continue the work he was 
doing. Zimmerman was accepted into 
Indiana University Medical School, 
and he plans to become an emergency 
room doctor.

Passion about and interest in research 
seems typical in both Stevenson’s and 
Bischoff ’s undergraduate research 
groups. Both professors work hard 
to provide unique and valuable 
research opportunities for COAS 
undergraduates. The students enjoy 
the research because of  the experience 
they gain as well as the opportunity 
to work with their professors as 
scholars in the field and as people. As 
Zimmerman put it, “You can tell Dr. 
Stevenson is very passionate about his 
job.” Vandell, like her peers, has the 
same opinion, saying that Bischoff  
“has just been fabulous” to work with. 

Working together and learning how 
to collaborate with other members 
of  a group were other beneficial 
experiences for the students. As they 
continue their university education 
or move on to graduate school or a 
career, the opportunities provided 
under Stevenson’s and Bischoff ’s 
mentorship will help this group 
of  COAS majors in many ways. 
Undergraduate research is an asset for 
students and faculty alike, especially 
the unique and useful experiences that 
Stevenson and Bischoff  have provided 
for their research assistants. t

Steven  
“Tony”  

Zimmerman
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In January 2012, IPFW began an international faculty 
mentoring program with Hangzhou Normal University (HNU) of 
Hangzhou, China. Two of the visiting faculty in the first group from 
HNU are spending a year as part of COAS departments. Professor 
Nong Nong Shi, a geneticist, is being mentored by Professor 
George Mourad and Assistant Professor Winfried Peters of the 
Department of Biology, and Professor Yi Li, who teaches English 
composition and language, is working with Associate Professor 
Hao Sun of the Department of English and Linguistics.

The goals of the mentoring exchange program include providing 
guidance in curriculum development, teaching courses within their 
fields in English, and working on individual research. During spring 
2012, the HNU visiting professors worked with and shadowed their 
mentors to observe how their topics are taught in English. In fall 
2012, some of the HNU visiting faculty will serve as the primary 
instructor of one or two class sections under the supervision of  
their mentors.

In China, Shi teaches a variety of biology courses and specializes 
in genetics. Her first objective is to strengthen her ability to teach 
genetics bilingually to students in China. The second is to “be able 
to teach at least two subjects entirely in English” when she returns 
to HNU. In spring 2012, Shi observed two classes: an upper-division 
class for biology majors taught by Mourad (BIO 318) and a nonmajor 
general biology course taught by Peters. 

When we met in March 2012, Shi had spent most of her time 
observing Mourad and Peters teaching their classes. The week after 
our interview, however, she would be giving a short presentation 
to Mourad’s genetics class. She was a bit nervous but was looking 
forward to the experience. 

Mourad felt that by allowing her to do short sessions covering topics 
she knew well, Shi could gradually build her confidence in the 
delivery of the material in English. When asked what it’s like being 

a faculty mentor, Peters responded, “For us it is not really a lot of 
additional work.” Mourad agreed that Shi “is a help for us and is a 
pleasure to work with.” 

The other COAS mentee, Li, has a bit of an advantage over his 
colleagues in that he teaches in English at HNU—his specialization 
is English composition. When Li’s chair appointed him as part of the 
program, his remit was not clear. He knew that the president of HNU 
wanted to open the school to the world, encouraging HNU students 
to study abroad and international students to study at HNU, but it was 
not until after he arrived that he found out what HNU wanted him to 
do while at IPFW.

Unlike his colleagues who were asked to learn how to teach at least 
two courses entirely in English, Li has been asked to develop a 
course about Chinese culture for international students. With more 
students coming to China to study, a course to help them acclimate 
to the culture is needed. Li also wants to use his time at IPFW to 
work on his own specialty—teaching English composition and 
language. So he wants to combine the development of the Chinese 
culture course with improving his writing and language curricula.

Sun, his mentor, hopes to help him with both tasks. “Chinese 
students have a different way of conceptualizing ‘good writing’—
wonderful vocabulary, different lexical choices so that your words 
sound refined, complex, and sophisticated—but Li’s realizing that in 
the United States we focus more on the writing process than product. 
We deal more with argument and opinions, whereas in the Chinese 
context, the curriculum does not necessarily encourage students to 
write about sociopolitical topics or focus on writing argument. So they 
often analyze the product rather than the process of writing, with less 
focus on audience, organization, and so forth.”

To gain more insight into how American students write, Sun gave 
some of the writing prompts Li uses with his students to her students 
in a general linguistics course. For Li, this was an opportunity to study 
how native English speakers would respond to the prompts versus 
how HNU students respond. He plans to study the similarities and 
differences between how the students approach the writing prompts 
to help him improve his curriculum. To Li, this was a starting point 
for pedagogical considerations and learning models. Sun hopes to 
receive some of Li’s students’ responses to share with her Teachers 
of English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) students as well.

During the spring term, Li observed a few of Continuing Lecturer 
Irene Anders’ composition classes for nonnative English speakers. 
He enjoyed watching the class and meeting some of IPFW’s Chinese 
international students, but due to his clarified remit, he had to shift 
his focus onto developing the culture course. Li also participated 

Fou n d  i n   T r a ns l at ion
Clockwise from top 
left: Professor George 
Mourad and Assistant 
Professor Winfried Peters 
of the IPFW Department 
of Biology who are 
mentoring Professor  
Nong Nong Shi,  
a geneticist.
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in Sun’s online linguistics course through some discussion boards 
on Chinese education. He answered the students’ questions about 
teaching methods, student motivations, and course requirements. He 
hopes to have more interactions with students about Chinese culture 
in the fall to help him develop the culture course.

When asked how classes and the system are different at HNU, both 
Li and Shi point out that the IPFW classes they have observed are 
much smaller. Li said he usually has 30 or more students in his 
writing courses, noting that the COAS class caps of 18–22 allow 
for more individual help. “Students at IPFW also speak out more 
in class. Chinese students prefer a lecture or to be asked directly. 
There is more dialogue in a U.S. class.” Interestingly, Shi noted that 
the Chinese system is similar to the American in terms of course 
requirements in that they have required general education courses 
(i.e, computer skills, math, writing, and such) for all majors.

The content covered in the biology classes that Shi has observed 
is virtually the same, but teaching methods are different. She noted 
that her COAS colleagues are “much better with body language and 
such when helping students understand idea and to supplement their 
teaching.” When Peters cheekily said, “We take some acting lessons, 
of course,” Shi remarked that she enjoys the use of humor in the 
classroom as well.

The visiting professors found class structures fascinating. Both 
now understand how balancing lecture with shared discussion can 
enhance teaching. Shi also is studying the benefits of using more 
quizzes and exams as well as incorporating grades for participation. 
She said that, at HNU, classes tend to follow the midterm and final 
test model, which means the majority of a student’s grade is based 
on those two tests alone. When she returns she plans to have more 
quizzes spread over the length of the course to see if that helps 
students learn and retain the material better.

With more students travelling from and to China to study, this 
mentoring program’s benefits are multifaceted. The visiting faculty 
have the opportunity to learn new ways to teach their content, as well 
as gain the ability to teach it in another language. “This opportunity 
is good because China is now open to other countries, and their 
students are coming to our schools,” Shi shared. “We also hope our 
students are able to go abroad as well to learn—we want them to 
learn subjects in English to help them in this regard.”

Li wants IPFW students to help him discover what they want to learn 
about China for the course he will create for HNU’s international 
students. He plans to develop a topic- or theme-based class, not 
cram a historical overview into a single term. Therefore, he needs 
to “find topics and texts that will engage and interest the students” 

so that the course “puts Chinese culture into perspective for those 
students who visit.” He hopes to find a series 
of topical units that will interest international 
students while helping them gather the cultural 
knowledge they need to feel comfortable at HNU.

Perspective is everything when it comes to 
culture. When asked about his hometown, Li 
said, “My hometown is a medium-sized city of 
about 6 million people.” (In the United States, 
only New York City has a population over 6 
million.) Li and Shi also miss the convenience 
of efficient and effective public transportation 
systems; neither relishes the idea of having 
to drive daily. Mentoring faculty and an oral 
conversation teacher, Martha Martin, help by 
driving the visiting faculty to the stores and 
appointments. However, whether travelling in 
town or across the country, both would prefer a 
public mode of transport.

While the visiting faculty expressed themselves 
clearly and eloquently in English, they did mention struggling with the 
speed at which native speakers talk and, especially with students, the 
slang used. Shi, who completed a Ph.D. in the United Kingdom and 
spent time at Kennesaw State University in Georgia, said that “more 
connections with students and time with them would help” strengthen 
her English. 

Shi and Li plan to stay in the United States for the entire year. When 
asked about missing their families, both mentioned how technology 
makes it easy. Using Skype and its Chinese equivalent enables them 
to speak with friends, family, and colleagues in China, Europe, and 
other places on a daily basis.

Shi was not sure what she would be doing over the summer, but she 
was planning to take some sort of trip, hoping that her son, who is 
at university in the United Kingdom, will visit. She has already been 
to Washington, D.C., New York City, and Los Angeles, so she wants 
to see other parts of the country, possibly Chicago or Niagara Falls. 
Li also wants to take advantage of our highway system to see other 
parts of the country, expressing a desire to visit smaller, off-the-
beaten-track communities. He bought a used car shortly after our 
interview, so he was planning to use “the amazing highway system” 
to see a bit more of the United States.

 “People are people, and programs like this exchange allow me 
to gain that perspective and bring it back,” Li shared. To him, it is 
important to understand the world and also 

By 
Cathleen M. Carosella

Continued on p. 28

Fou n d  i n   T r a ns l at ion

IPFW Department of 
English and Linguistics 
Associate Professor Hao 
Sun, above, mentors 
English composition  
and language professor 
Yi Li, not pictured. 
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S
ince writing about service-learning classes in the first issue 
of Collegium, the strength of IPFW’s collaboration with and 
within our community was recognized in January 2011 via 

the prestigious Carnegie Foundation Community Engagement 
classification. In the College of Arts and Sciences, multiple 
professional development sessions have been devoted to learning 
more about service learning. This emphasis on service learning 
has led to many new initiatives across the campus.

Taking Psychology to the Community

When Pamela Huth, health services director at Park Place Senior 
Living in Fort Wayne, sought help for a group of her residents, she 
looked to the local community. What she needed was an activities 
program for Park Place’s memory care unit that helps those with 
dementia and Alzheimer’s. “I felt the residents could benefit from 
a structured and well-thought out program backed with research-
based evidence.”

Huth eventually contacted psychology department chair Carol 
Lawton about her needs. Lawton was not necessarily looking for 
a service-learning project, “but because of the COAS service-
learning initiatives and fall 2011 professional development 
program on service learning, I thought this would be a good 
opportunity to have a service-learning class.”

Although the psychology department offers field experience 
classes in which students volunteer in the community, these 
classes in which a student does a research project for a 
community partner were not a good fit. Huth’s request involved 
a community agency that had a specific need to fulfill, but the 
answer to that need was not clear. For Lawton, the logical answer 
was a course in which multiple students worked together to 
research the issue, a service-learning course.

As student Christopher Stebing (B.A. ’12) explained, “Service-
learning classes are always an exciting twist on the traditional 
class. Instead of being drilled on theories and literature, you 
get to use what you already know and apply it to the real world. 
Regarding this class, it is a wonderful feeling to know that your 
experience as a student is able to help other individuals live a 
happier life.” 

The resulting special topics class (PSY 592, Applied Psychology: 

Memory Care Research) was co-taught by Lawton and Associate 
Professor Lesa Vartanian in spring 2012. They took three students 
whose strengths were complementary: one had service-learning 
experience (Stebing), another had a nursing background and 
worked in care homes (Jennifer Petersen, B.A. ’12), and the third, 

an alumna working in the field, came back for the experience that 
the class offered (Bree Murua-Cuney, B.A. ’03).

The initial plan was to find a research-based plan that would 
meet Huth’s need for an activities program that would engage 
the residents. However, when the students began their literature 
review, they learned quickly that there was little to no empirically 
based research on how to help individuals with moderate to 
severe dementia. As Vartanian explained, “The available research 
on the kinds of programs Huth wanted is not very extensive at all. 
But that was a good learning opportunity because it allowed us to 
go through [the available information] with the students and apply 
the research methodology issues and critical thinking skills they 
had learned.” 

Petersen, who was employed as a licensed practical nurse while 
pursuing a psychology degree, felt that “the fact that the research 
we were looking for wasn’t out there was the biggest challenge. 
Having to switch gears, so to speak, and figure out a different way 

By Cathleen M. Carosella

Caring, Sharing, and Educating
Community Outreach and COAS

Alumna Bree Murua-Cuney returned to IPFW to participate in a service-
learning class with Park Place Senior Living.
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to go about the research was the biggest benefit. I learned a lot 
about using research that isn’t necessarily the clear-cut answer 
to the proposed question and is only a small piece of the puzzle, 
being able to put it together into the bigger picture.”

At each stage of the process the students were presented with 
information or obstacles that caused them to reconsider their 
approach to the program they were developing. As Murua-Cuney 
discovered, “Since studies on the complexities of all aspects of 
Alzheimer’s are still emerging and we had time constraints in 
which to build and implement this project, we really had to narrow 
our focus and be flexible at the same time.” But, as Stebing 
pointed out, the lack of research did have its benefits. “Our search 
of the literature for a perfect program never came to fruition, 
so we started developing our own plan to help the Alzheimer’s 
patients. Seeing a plan like this built from the ground up will be 
experience that I can take to graduate school in the fall.” 

When the class focus shifted to program development for the 
memory care unit, the students took over, with Lawton and 
Vartanian acting as guides as they developed their ideas. “They 
did a great job at being self-directed,” Lawton stressed. In the 
end, the students also found that their collaboration is what 
moved the program forward. 

Petersen learned quickly that her experience working with older 
patients was as important as her ability to incorporate skills and 
knowledge from other classes. “Although offered as a psychology 
class, this class goes beyond psychology. 
Lessons from other courses that were 
required for my degree have played a role: 
COM 101, Fundamentals of Speech, for the 
presentations we have had to make; critical 
thinking from several classes (especially, 
for me, PHYS 302, Puzzles, Games, and 
Problem Solving); and how to assess cultural 
differences (an age difference in this case, but 
a difference to consider).”

When, a few weeks into the course, they visited the center to 
meet some of the residents, the experience resulted in further 
shifts in their perspectives. “I think it was quite helpful to the 
students,” said Lawton, “because I think they saw the very limited 
ability of some of the residents to communicate.” They quickly 
had to rethink how they could assess the residents’ preferences 
regarding preferred activities.

The program the students created is designed to address Huth’s 
and her staff’s concerns about residents not engaging in activities 
while allowing for the center’s staffing limitations. When the 
students visited the facility to observe, they talked to the staff 

about procedures, watched some of the early applications of 
their preference assessments, and tweaked the procedures 
based upon what they learned. They also developed an activities 
schedule that met the concerns and needs of staff in the 
implementation of the program.

Some empirical evidence was found that linked having choice or 
autonomy in how they spend their day to patient well-being. So, 
the program included a slate of activities from which the residents 
chose activities that appeal to them. The residents started with a 
quality of life assessment followed by a preference assessment 
in which they were presented with a list of possible activities and 
asked if they want to do them or not. Then, using the schedule 
the students developed in collaboration with Park Place staff, 
residents participated in as many of their preferred activities as 
possible. Finally, after this was in place for a period of time, quality 
of life was reassessed.

Huth is pleased by the outcome, and having researched this 
herself, she knows that “Alzheimer’s programs that include 
activities with high beneficial outcomes are very rare.” The 
students’ “hard work and dedication are very obvious in the 
quantity and quality of the information they provided in spite of the 
minimal research available.”

Working on this project has inspired Murua-Cuney to increase 
her level of community engagement. “Once you’re out in the field 
and applying your knowledge to life situations, you have a better 

understanding and greater appreciation of the 
value of those facts you learned. It has really 
emphasized the importance of collaboration 
and the need for continued learning. I 
believe that, after you earn your degree, your 
education should continue to grow and reach 
greater depths and capacities.”

Petersen found the fact that a community 
group could ask a COAS department for help and get it “amazing.” 
She knew that her experience as a nurse who works with this 
population would benefit the class, but she learned even more. 
“This class has helped me see the process of using research-
based evidence to apply to real-world situations. It is one thing to 
learn it in a book; it is a whole different experience to actually do  
it yourself.”

Department chair Lawton hopes that this class will serve as model 
to show how such a class can be done and that it will encourage 
other faculty to develop service-learning courses with community 
partners. While service learning can be “tough and messy 
because there are so many real-world variables that you have to 
deal with,” Vartanian shared, “it is great Continued on p. 29
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Collaboration. Revision. Engaging with content.  

We regularly hear how new technology or new  

versions of “old” technology are changing lives—for 

better or worse, and sometimes both. At IPFW, groups 

of faculty, many of them from COAS, are working 

together to investigate how new technology can 

improve classroom instruction, student learning, faculty 

organization, and more. 

 

Started in fall 2012, IPFW’s Project #mobileEDU involves faculty 
members from all university disciplines who work together to exchange 
ideas and provide collective support as they explore the possibilities 
created by, with, and through mobile technology—specifically Apple’s 
iPad2. As explained on the webpage (ipfw.edu/mobileedu), “If the 
university is to be an effective agent for educating 21st century 
students, these technologies and the opportunities they present must 
be part of the process.”

As part of Project #mobileEDU, Continuing Lecturer Joyce Lazier 
(philosophy) and the faculty cohort are investigating ways this new 
technology can be used in the classroom. For Lazier, being part of 
#mobileEDU has been a fantastic experience. “Having the faculty cohort 
helps keep everyone excited and encourages collaboration amongst the 
faculty. We talk about what is out there and how it is being used.”

ilearning at iPFW
By Cathleen M. Carosella

Engaging with content. We regularly 
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Lazier has long known that students engage more with course 
materials when lessons and projects supplement print information 
with images. In the past, to help them understand information more 
deeply, she had students create storyboards to explain a concept, 
but the pictures cut and pasted onto poster board never looked very 
professional. “The purpose was to get them to go back to the text  
and read it again, thinking about it in terms of gathering images. 
However, it also forced them to revisit their text, and their papers  
were better for it.”

Drawing inspiration from “Three Minute Philosophies,” a YouTube 
series of funny sketches that explain philosophical topics, Lazier 
challenged her class to create their own sketches. “The only way you 
can really make something funny is if you understand it.” The class 
was split into two groups and told to research Heraclitus’ theory of 
flux. Each group wrote a script and created illustrations, and after 

each sketch was auditioned, they voted on their favorite. Using the 
iMovie app on Lazier’s iPad, a group member narrated the winning 
version, Lazier photographed the sketches, and she stitched the final 
product together. And what did this novel assignment accomplish? 
According to Lazier, her students thoroughly enjoyed the project, and 
“the question about Heraclitus was the one question that everyone got 
right on the final exam.”

Soon thereafter, Lazier pitched an idea to philosophy chair Bernd Buldt 
about offering a class in which all students had iPads. She wanted to 
study this connection between multimedia content and deep learning 
more fully. To her surprise, in summer 2011, Lazier received a grant 
to run a pilot iPad course, one of the first in Indiana.

Each of the seven students in PHIL 303, Modern Philosophy, received 
an iPad2 loaded with apps they would be using in the class. (After the 

Apps like iThoughtsHD (pictured) helped students map out their multimedia research projects in  
philosophy continuing lecturer Joyce Lazier's PHIL 303, Modern Philosophy, iPad class.ilearning at iPFW
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term was over, the iPads were given to the 
IPFW Writing Center for use by consultants.) 
All that was left was for Lazier to see what 
they could accomplish with them as a 
class—and the results were amazing.

Sophomore Josh Bertsch (philosophy and 
political science) said that when Lazier told 
the class about the iPads, “I was certainly 
excited, but also a bit skeptical as to how 
iPads would be useful in a class on modern 
philosophy.” Amy Arehart (’12, general 
studies with minors in English, philosophy, 
sociology, and women’s studies) had similar 
qualms, saying, “I was pretty skeptical 
because I’m not a techie kind of person, 
but I decided to see what I could do with 
the iPad because Professor Lazier was so 
excited about what we could do with them.”

In addition to using the iPads to reinforce 
the course content, Lazier was in search 
of ways to increase and improve student 
collaboration. Luckily, she found that there 
are apps for that. She set up shared folders 
via an online file storage service, Dropbox, 
so that students could access each other’s 
projects. Then she found iThoughtsHD, an 
app that students could use to create mind 
maps (think of these as multimedia outlines). 
She also found an app called Good Reader 
that allowed students to mark up and add 
comments to their peers’ work.

At the start of their research project, 
using their iPads, students put their thesis 
statements into iThoughts and uploaded 
that file to their Dropbox folder. Then they 
downloaded each other’s thesis statements 
from Dropbox, commented upon their peers’ 
thesis ideas using Good Reader, and returned 
those files to the Dropbox folder. The next day, 
they reviewed their peers’ feedback on their 
initial thesis ideas, revised, and repeated the 
process. What Lazier discovered was that 
this back-and-forth became conversations 
between the students that, possibly because 
they were public and visible, were of a 
high quality. So at each stage of project 
development and using their iPad apps, the 
students had virtual conversations that helped 
them collectively strengthen research ideas.

The mind maps the students created 
are essentially the same as the physical 
storyboards Lazier had students create 
and discuss in other classes, but much 
more fluid and substantial, growing nightly 
out of peer commentary and feedback. 
And, interestingly, the evolution of these 
mind maps illustrated the distinct thinking 
processes employed by students through 
each mind map’s shape (linear for some; 

scattered for others). In addition, in these 
electronic files, the students could embed 
images and data, develop ideas and 
theories, and share content and links that 
not only saved time but also proved more 
useful than traditional outlines. Once they 
found an image, data, or relevant link for 
their project and posted it to iThoughtsHD or 
Good Reader, that piece of information was 
saved to the iPad for use in the final project.
To see this for yourself, look at the image 
that spans pages 16 and 17.

Both Lazier and her students benefitted 
from being able to consider and comment 
on each stage of projects on their own time. 
Lazier is certain that being able to review 
projects outside of class resulted in more 
helpful and fully engaged commentary 
between classmates. Arehart shared that 
“seeing what we needed to revise along 
with what everyone thought was interesting 
made us create projects more grounded in 
the tenets of philosophy while allowing each 
of us to address the specific topic we were 
interested in researching.”

While peer review and commentary were 
integral throughout the course, Lazier 
really tested the collaborative power of the 
iPads with a project about why so many 
philosophers migrated to 17th century 
Holland. Lazier listed topics (music, art, 
religion, politics, and such), and students 
chose one that interested them to research. 
After reading through web-based (non-
Wikipedia) sources to abstract relevant 
materials, using iThoughtsHD and Dropbox, 
the students collected these words, links, 
and images onto a collaborative mind map 
about the topic. Each topic was color-coded 
and grew outward from a bubble that 
represented the original idea.

Overnight, the mind map grew exponentially 
as the students uploaded their topic’s 
information. The next day, even before Lazier 
got to the class, they were talking about it 
and sharing information with each other 
(“Oh, I found some information on Calvinism 
here…”; “Did you see this site, it has tons 
of information about...”). So, rather than 
spending most of the class time sharing 
the information each student found, the 
entire class session was spent analyzing 
the information each student uploaded on 
his/her topic to discover why 17th century 
Holland attracted so many philosophers. 

When compared to how similar assignments 
worked in non-iPad classes, Lazier found 
that doing this assignment using iPads 
produced a richer collection of information 
and the students were “more invested in 
it.” As Bertsch shared, “I think the iPads 
definitely made collaboration easier and 
more effective. With the iPads, it was easy 
to combine our individual mind maps into a 
single, comprehensive mind map. This made 
collaboration on the project more convenient 
because we didn’t have to actually meet to 
compile it.” Arehart agrees, “I definitely think 
that the iPads enabled this collaboration 
in ways that would not have been possible 
otherwise.”

The main project of the term was a more 
extensive version of the Heraclitus research/
movie project. From that project Lazier 

“I was pretty skeptical 

because I’m not a techie 

kind of person, but I 

decided to see what I 

could do with the iPad 

because Professor Lazier 

was so excited about what 

we could do with them.”
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learned that iMovie on the iPad was very 
easy to use, even for those who had never 
used video production software. In the iPad 
section, this assignment was their research 
paper and began with the collaborative 
thesis review project mentioned previously 
and ended with a narrated and annotated 
iMovie feature on a modern philosophy 
subject of the student’s choice.

Assigning a movie instead of a traditional 
paper does not negate the need to research 
the topic fully. Students had to create a 
viable research thesis, compile academic 
source materials, and write out the narrative. 
In addition, they had to find or create images 
to illustrate their ideas. As Lazier explained, 
this approach “forced them to read their 
‘papers’ repeatedly as they practiced and 
recorded it into iMovie. Some thought they 
were ready, but once they started narrating, 
realized they needed to stop and revise. 
As the students read and re-read, they 
reconsidered their ideas, thought about it 
anew, and revised.”

Both Arehart and Bertsch enjoyed working 
with iMovie and the collaboration outside 
of class. According to Arehart, using iMovie 
“caused me to spend more time than I 
normally would have editing my research 
paper and gave me an opportunity to use 
creativity in finding pictures and music to 
go with the narration of my paper.” Bertsch 
appreciated the ability to learn on a deeper 
level, “I think I spent more time engaged with 
the material and thus learned what I learned 
deeper than I might have otherwise.”

And did students learn more or better in this 
class? Both Arehart and Bertsch shared that 
they did not feel like they put more effort into 
this class than their others. However both 
realized that they spent more time working 
with the materials and, therefore, learned 
on a deeper level. Lazier also shared that 
student feedback showed that the students 
felt that they did not put that much extra 
effort into the research project, but from 
her perspective as professor, she disagrees. 
“They didn’t realize how much work they 
were actually doing (which is awesome!). 

They didn’t realize how much outside-of-
class time they were spending thinking 
about their projects, but via the photos 
chosen and the narration provided, it is 
obvious they were.”

Lazier also felt that the use of new 
technology somehow facilitated the choice of 
better research topics. Arehart compared the 
mind/body dichotomy of modern philosophy 
with the emphasis on the mind or the body 
in contemporary American poetry. For 
her, the addition of image and sound was 
extremely helpful. “I had to think not only in 
terms of the words I was putting on the page 
(and would later read aloud to record), but I 
also had to think about how I would mirror 
what I was saying in both images and music. 
Doing this was quite fun, yet it also led to 
deeper thought. Thinking about what images 
and music I would put with my text made 
me see that the same progression of mind/
body dichotomy followed by fusion existed in 

classical music and jazz. I had never noticed 
how often this progression of dichotomy 
followed by a fusion occurred apart from the 
history of philosophy, and I doubt I would 
have if not for this assignment.”

So what is next for Lazier and her iPad? She 
wants to teach another iPad class, ideally 
while teaching the same class in a traditional 
format for comparison and research. Her 
success has also spurred her colleagues into 

action, with many other philosophy faculty 
reworking curricula to effectively utilize new 
technologies. And when Lazier has another 
iPad class, the collaboration will begin on 
day one—she wants the class to work with 
her to create the syllabus so that everyone is 
invested in the content collectively.

Lazier has also presented at local, regional, 
and national conferences about her work 
using iPads in the classroom. She will 
continue to generate ideas and data she can 
share. She is certain the data will “show that 
there can be curricular change that better 
meets student learning outcomes. We don’t 
just want students to have iPads because 
they’re fun. I think that the best things the 
iPad has to offer in education are a more 
interdisciplinary approach to learning and 
making an education more accessible to 
students with different learning styles.” 

Lazier shared that this iPad class “has 
been the best teaching experience of my 
life. I think this technology (and it doesn’t 
have to be an iPad) allows for genuine and 
content-rich collaboration.” Students who 
hated group projects told Lazier that the 
collaboration-heavy projects in the iPad class 
were not only enjoyable but also meaningful. 
“They were able to access, create, and 
discuss content outside of class, so that 
when they were in class, after thinking about 
the topics, they were able to have something 
meaningful to say. Class time seemed more 
meaningful to them as well.”

One place that needs work, however, is 
app development. Lazier and others in the 
#mobileEDU cohort find that, while there are 
many elementary and secondary level apps, 
there aren’t many apps for higher education 
(although medical and biology apps are an 
exception). Lazier, however, found inspiration 
in this: “We, as college-level educators 
diving into this area, realize that there are 
apps we want to facilitate learning. We now 
have the opportunity to shape what will be 
available as mobile apps for education.”

Samantha Birk of IPFW’s Center for the 
Enhancement of Continued on p. 23

See more at:
IPFW Project #Mobile.EDU:  

ipfw.edu/mobileedu

PHIL303 iMovie  

Student Research Project: 

vimeo.com/35968258

Lazier's presentation on  

baroque music: 

vimeo.com/32895781
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By Kendra Morris

Alumni of the College of Arts 
and Sciences (COAS) are 
a creative and innovative 
group who pursue a myriad of 
opportunities after graduation. 
And the alumnae featured in 
this issue are no different, each 
utilizing her COAS degree in 
her current career, and each 
crediting her success to a well-
rounded liberal arts education, 
inspiring faculty members, and 
meaningful opportunities she 
participated in while at IPFW.

Amy Lazoff  
(B.A. ’01, political science; M.P.A. ’03)

Grant writer Amy Lazoff handles all 
corporate giving for Parkview Hospital 
in Fort Wayne. “I love what I do,” she 
said. “I get to unite someone’s mission 
with ours and see what happens with 
people’s philanthropic gifts. We have 
a tagline here that ‘generosity heals,’ 
and it really does.” She also organizes 
fundraising events at the hospital like 
“Cookin’ Men” and the annual golf 
classic. Though she had no previous 

grant writing experience, she credits 
her success to her personal drive and 
the time she spent in the political 
science department. “Being at IPFW, 
with the professors I had allowed me 
to be at a job that I have a passion for. 
Who majors in political science if they 
didn’t want to? No one just picks it,” she 
laughed, “if you don’t love what you do, 
then why are you doing it?”

Though Lazoff now hopes she’ll be 
a grant writer for Parkview for many 
years, she wasn’t always so sure about 
her career plans. In high school she 
was drawn to microbiology or marine 
biology, but her school counselor 
suggested that Lazoff might like political 
science because “I liked to argue, and 
she thought it might be a good way 
to harness that.” She was drawn to 
the idea, and although accepted at 
Loyola University in Chicago, for 
financial reasons she chose to start her 
undergraduate career with some general 
education courses at IPFW, including 
political science.

She decided to complete her degree in 
political science at IPFW “because of 
the professors. I fell in love with the 
Department of Political Science, and my 
reasons for wanting to leave just became 
fewer and fewer.” Another reason 
for staying was Lazoff ’s involvement 
in an IPFW sorority, which helped 
her connect with other students and 
participate in campus life by sitting on 
the student election board for student 
body president and volunteering around 
campus. She says these activities were 
“a great way to keep me involved and 
engaged. Back then, students came to 
class, and then they left. I wanted more 
than that.” She also enjoyed her classes 
in the political science department, 
especially those with late Professor Mike 
Downs and Associate Professor Georgia 
Wralstad Ulmschneider. 

During her time as a COAS student she 
also earned an internship with former 
Senator Evan Bayh. Her internship 

proved even more valuable when 
Senator Bayh offered her a full-time job 
upon graduation—she helped manage 
a 21-county area and eventually took 
a key role in his reelection campaign 
that included shooting campaign 
commercials. While she worked for 
Bayh, Lazoff earned a Master of Public 
Affairs with a concentration in public 
policy analysis at IPFW and got 
married. After Bayh was reelected, she 
was offered the choice of continuing to 
work for Bayh in Washington, D.C. or 
staying in Fort Wayne and finding a new 
career. She chose to stay in Fort Wayne 
because “it was home” and found work 
as a city planner.

When the grant writer position at 
Parkview Hospital opened, it was “one 
of those things I couldn’t pass up,” but 
getting the job wasn’t easy. Even though 
her résumé was impressive, Lazoff had 
no previous experience writing grants 
and said that after she submitted her 
job application, she didn’t receive a 
callback for weeks. She feared they 
had passed her up—and they almost 
did, but someone in her professional 
network called Parkview to recommend 
her for the position. This is why when 
anyone asks her for career tips, Lazoff ’s 
advice is to “work your connections and 
your network,” something she learned 
while an undergraduate in COAS. 
Her network includes fellow political 
science majors, political science and 
public affairs professors, and internship 
supervisor/employer Senator Bayh. “All 
those connections have lasted,” she said, 
and Lazoff is grateful that she went to 
IPFW because she had “opportunities to 
do things that friends at larger schools 
never did.”

Betsy Breitenbach  
(B.A. ’02, theatre; M.A. ’07, English)

Betsy Breitenbach enjoys utilizing her 
theatre undergraduate and English 

Above and Beyond the Degree
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graduate degrees in practical and 
unexpected ways as program manager 
at Extension Inc., a Fort Wayne-based 
medical software company. Originally 
hired as a technical writer, she was 
recently promoted to her current 
position. In her job, she utilizes not 
only the writing, communication, and 
comprehension skills she learned from 
her time in the Department of English 
and Linguistics, but also her directing 
and script writing skills from theatre. In 
fact, as a program manager, she often 
finds that her directing skills “are the 
skills that I draw on. As a director, you’re 
required to learn how to see the whole 
picture from the individual and separate 
parts and then make it come together.” 

To what does Breitenbach credit her 
professional success and versatile 
skillset? “Dropping out of high school 
was the best decision I ever made, and 
more than anything it confirmed for me 
that you should go with the decisions 
that make sense for you, not the 
decisions that will get you ‘there,’” she 
said with a smile. She shared that there 
were people who thought she would 
never succeed, but she found inspiration 
and opportunity through professors and 
instructors like Professor Steve Sarratore 
(theatre), Professor Larry Life (theatre), 
and former Director of the Writing 
Center Carol Roberts (English). 

Her connection with Roberts started 
after Breitenbach dropped out of high 
school as a sophomore. She prepared for 
the GED on her own and enrolled in 
a few courses at IPFW, some of which 
were writing courses. A composition 
instructor recommended that she take 
her next writing course (English W233) 
with Roberts, and Breitenbach clicked 
instantly with her. Because Breitenbach 
did so well in the course, Roberts asked 
her if she’d like a job at the Center for 
Academic Support and Advancement’s 
Writing Center, helping other students 
with their assignments. Roberts did not 
realize that she was not a high school 
graduate but recognized that she was a 
strong writer. This offer, plus the fact 
that she reached the maximum number 

of credits that anyone without a high 
school diploma could take, pushed 
Breitenbach to achieve her GED. 

Breitenbach loved helping students at 
the Writing Center, and this experience 
encouraged her to pursue a master’s 
degree and become a graduate aide in 
the English department while she was 
doing so. “When I taught W233,” she 
said, “I really pushed my students to 
write something they were interested in.” 
One of the best examples she remembers 
is a student who first chose a generic 
research topic like global warming, but 
with Breitenbach’s encouragement to 
find a topic that truly interested him: 
“He ended up choosing how to brew 
beer—through which he learned basic 
things like how to do research and 
examine sources critically.” 

Breitenbach encourages all students 
and recent graduates to “go after what 
you’re interested in—not necessarily 
what you think you should do. Take the 
opportunity to create your own projects. 
If it’s something you’re interested in 
and want to do, make that opportunity 
yourself. And for recent graduates 
looking for employment: Don’t discredit 
the skills you learned as a student. The 
research, the planning, the organization, 
whatever it is, those skills have value 
in the job market.” Breitenbach is a 
prime example of how COAS graduates 
are equipped to turn individual 
interests like theatre and writing into 
professional assets in today’s market. 
As Breitenbach continues to create her 
own opportunities and go after her own 
interests, the lessons she learned as an 
undergraduate and a graduate student in 
COAS will stay with her always.

Samantha McGlennen 
(B.S. ’03, mathematical sciences; 
M.A.T. ’10)

Samantha McGlennen remembers when 
she played “classroom” with her siblings, 
she always played the part of “teacher.” 
In high school she found that math was 
a “comfortable” subject for her, adding 
that the attraction was “just as simple 
as writing numbers—numbers on pages 
are like art to me,” and so she knew 
early on her career goal was to become a 
math teacher. She started college in her 
home state of Florida, took a break to 
support her family, and then moved to 
Indiana. Years later, while McGlennen 
was pregnant with her second child 
(who is now 14 years old), her mother 
died. Her grandmother visited regularly, 
so McGlennen suggested she move in 
with her family in Fort Wayne. She 
agreed, but had one stipulation: that 
McGlennen finish her college degree. 

With that inspiring ultimatum, 
McGlennen enrolled in COAS’s 
Department of Mathematical Sciences 
and eventually graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in math and teaching 
certificate in 2003. “When I graduated, 
it was bittersweet: While I was excited 
to be a teacher, I was sad to leave that 
part of my life because I really liked 
being a student. With the professors, the 
doors were always open, always willing 
to help.” Now McGlennen gives back 
to her professors and fellow alumni by 
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working with some of them to plan the 
math alumni dinner each spring, and 
she gives back to the math department 
by allowing undergraduate students in 
the mathematics teaching program to 
intern in her classroom as part of their 
practicum experience, actively giving 
preservice teachers a chance to “get their 
feet wet” prior to student teaching.

As a student, McGlennen jumped at 
every opportunity to gain teaching 
experience before graduating. To her, 
however, the most valuable experiences 
were working as a teaching assistant and 
“forming relationships. To be honest, 
when I think of IPFW, I think of the 
stat tables where we would meet to 
discuss classes.” She said the teaching 
experience “helped prepare me for 
working with students who struggle 
with math,” and McGlennen now 
teaches a course at Summit Middle 
School for students who do not pass the 
math section of the ISTEP+. 

She began teaching math at Summit 
Middle School soon after graduating, 
and she is still happily employed. “Kids 
come to me with sort of a preconception 
that they are good or bad at math.” 
However, she wants students to see how 
math is “meaningful in life” and help 
them find something they enjoy about 
it. According to McGlennen, what really 
makes her job worthwhile are “those 
out of the blue, quiet moments” when 
everyone is working on worksheets or 
in groups and someone says, “Oh, I 
get it!” She prefers a “student-centered 
classroom,” and her room is usually set 
up in a group layout that has four desks 
blocked (the exception is test days when 
she moves the desks into rows).

Besides her classroom achievements, 
McGlennen also has a growing list 
of professional recognitions. She was 
Teacher of the Year at Summit in 2006, 
and in 2011, she was the first person 
from Fort Wayne to be honored as a 
MathMovesU Hero, part of a national 
scholarship program through Raytheon. 
Her other professional affiliations 
include being a member of the National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics and

Amy Howell  
(B.A. ’05, French) 

Some of COAS’s graduates have the 
opportunity to work internationally, 
and alumna Amy Howell is one of them. 
Howell graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in French in 2005 and completed 
IPFW’s Transition to Teaching program 
in 2008. Upon graduation, she had 
trouble finding a job in the United 
States, so she expanded her search to 
other countries and quickly found a job 
teaching English to elementary students 
at the International School of Choueifat 
in Erbil, Iraq.

Travelling and living internationally 
was nothing new to Howell. As an 
undergraduate, she was awarded a Youth 
and Sports Grant, a scholarship for 
future French teachers, which allowed 
her to study in central France and 
Paris for a few weeks. She also spent an 
academic year working in Martinique as 
an English teacher, which prepared her 
for teaching English in Iraq. Finally, she 
competed with more than 800 students 
nationwide for the David L. Boren 
Undergraduate Scholarship through the 
National Security Education Program 
(NSEP), which funded her Arabic 
 

 
 

a Charter Member of Pi Mu Epsilon.

McGlennen credits her successes 
in and outside the classroom to the 
Department of Mathematical Sciences 
and her time in COAS. She also 
strongly encourages other math teachers 

to consider entering COAS’s Master 
of Arts in Teaching program—which 
completely changed the way she teaches, 
reinforced her passion for teaching 
math, and strengthened belief in herself 
as a teacher.

Continued  on next  page
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Teaching and Learning is spearheading the 

development of an iOS (iPhone Operating 

Sytem) lab through which IPFW faculty, staff, 

and students can create apps that will form 

the infrastructure for curricular change that 

will benefit IPFW faculty and others who 

use the new apps. “An iOS lab will also 

be a great regional incubator of ideas and 

technology,” Lazier added. And now there’s 

even a club at IPFW in which students and 

faculty are focusing on app development.

What about traditional lectures, however? 

Lazier is adamant that technology will never 

replace the need for real-time instruction. 

However, the availability of online lectures, 

many from eminent professors in their 

fields, allows for new forms of discussions. 

Professors can assign an online lecture and 

the related reading, and then hold a class 

discussion about whether the posted lecture 

was accurate, fair, and covered the important 

points learned from the readings. “Students 
often think that just because a professor 
said or wrote something it is correct—they 
assimilate rather than analyze. This approach 
allows them (without critiquing their own 

professor) to think about and back up the 

ideas they needed to learn for a class.”

In the end, the success of this and other 

class-based uses of technology and 

new media depend upon whether or not 

students benefit. This is what Lazier plans 

to document and research over the coming 

years. However, if her modern philosophy 

iPad class reflects the possibilities, she’s 

headed in the right direction. As Arehart 

shared, “I think I learned more, and the 

learning occurred at a deeper level and with 

more engagement in this class. I was more 

engaged because I was able to bring in the 

connections I saw between philosophy and 

the other disciplines I have studied, and I was 

able to apply these connections and research 

them with more depth than I would have 

been able to without the encouragement of 

Professor Lazier, the structure of the class, 

and the capabilities of the iPad.”t

studies at Al-Akhawayn University in 
Morocco for a full academic year.

Howell stresses that she never would 
have earned the NSEP scholarship 
without International Language and 
Culture Studies (ILCS) department 
chair and French professor Laurie 
Corbin’s help. “Each university has 
to have a faculty member oversee the 
application process and be a liaison 
for the NSEP program. IPFW did 
not have an NSEP representative.” 
When Howell asked Corbin how she 
could find a faculty representative, 
“without hesitation she volunteered and 
spent a great deal of time and energy 
registering so I could apply for the 
scholarship.” Overall, Howell credits 
her undergraduate and postgraduate 
success to Associate Professors Corbin 
and Nancy Virtue (French), who “were 
and still are very positive influences for 
me. They are incredibly supportive, 
motivating, and inspiring, and I am so 
grateful that I was able to study  
with them.”

These experiences with ILCS faculty 
members and faculty within other 
COAS departments, especially 
Associate Professor James Toole and 
Professor James Lutz in the Department 
of Political Science, helped Howell 
succeed professionally in many ways. 
She says her degree in French has 
helped her to “learn and grow in terms 
of teaching a foreign language. I have 
been on both sides of the desk in terms 
of language learning and have used my 
experience and hurdles as a learner  
to help me understand the needs of  
my students.”

In 2011, she was promoted from a 
teacher to academic quality controller, 
a high-level administrative job, at the 
International School of Choueifat. In 
this position, as she explained, “not only 
do I need to be perceptive to cultural 
and religious differences, I also have 
to be aware of language barriers. It is 
essential that I am culturally aware 
and sensitive when communicating 
with my staff, students, and parents.” 

As valuable as these administrative 
experiences are, she says the best part 
of her job is still the students. “It is very 
rewarding working with students who 
had to start school late because there 
were no schools for them to go to. I had 
several 5th graders last year who never 
held a pair of scissors. One of them 
ended the year as one of my  
top students.”

In fall 2012, Howell plans to build on 
her experiences in Iraq by beginning 
a Master of Arts in sustainable 
development at the School for 
International Training Graduate 
Institute in Washington, D.C. “I am 
very passionate about education and 
would like to use my experience working 
as a teacher and an administrator in the 
arena of development.” We look forward 
to seeing how she continues to make a 
difference in sustainable development 
and education, as she builds on the skills 
she learned as an undergraduate  
in COAS. t

iLearning Continued from p. 19

The students “didn’t 

realize how much work 

they were actually doing 

(which is awesome!). 

They didn’t realize how 

much outside-of-class 

time they were spending 

thinking about their 

projects, but via the 

photos chosen and the 

narration provided, it is 

obvious they were.”

Continued  on next  page
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BIOLOGY
Kari Bauermeister (B.S. 
’12; psychology minor) has been 
accepted to the Indiana University 
School of Dentistry. 

Michael Cooper (B.S. ’08; A.S. 
’08, chemical methods; A.A. ’07, 
psychology) is a medical student at 
Albert Einstein Medical School. 

Thomas Easterday (B.S. ’11) 
entered the Indiana University 
School of Medicine in fall 2011.

Mike Frank (M.S. ’11) 
finished his thesis in summer 
2011. His title was “Head-Starting 
as a Tool for the Reintroduction 
of Extirpated Watersnake 
Populations.” Frank was mentored 
by Professor Bruce Kingsbury.

Eric garcia (M.S. ’04)  
earned a Ph.D. in biomedical 
sciences from the University 
of Michigan in 2010. Upon 
graduation, he accepted a 
research associate appointment 
at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. Garcia 
and his colleagues published a 
breakthrough paper in Science 
(October 14, 2011, p. 242–45) on 
the structural changes that occur 
to the RNA genome of the HIV 
virus during genome packing at 
the last stages of  
HIV infection.

Elizabeth Hollingsworth 
(B.S. ’11) has been accepted to 
the Indiana University School  
of Medicine. 

yuka Kobayashi (B.S. ’11; 
A.S. ’11, chemical methods) began 
a master’s program at Kentucky 
State University and was also 
awarded a research assistantship 
in aquaculture.

Whitney lane (B.S. ’12)  
has been accepted to the 
biomedical sciences Ph.D. 
program at the University of 
Pittsburgh that includes a 
research assistantship with full 
tuition, health insurance, and a 
living stipend. She has also been 
selected to be an Achievement 
Awards for College Scientists 
Scholar, which includes an 
additional award for each of her 
first three years. Lane worked with 
former faculty member Robert 
Visalli in his research lab as an 
undergraduate.

Sara Miller (M.S. ’12; B.A. ’09, 
anthropology) has been accepted 
to the health and human biology 
Ph.D. program in molecular 
anthropology at the University of 
Oklahoma in Norman.

Kevin o’Connor (n.d.)  
has been accepted to and will 
attend the Indiana University 
School of Medicine. As an 
undergraduate, he worked with 
former faculty member Visalli in 
his lab.

Pearl Pfiester (M.S. ’12; B.S. 
’09; A.S. ’09, chemical methods) 
has been accepted to the 
Manchester University School  
of Pharmacy.

Michael Raftree (B.S. ’09; A.S. 
’09, chemical methods) is a third-
year Ph.D. student at New York 
University.

Sahar Rizvi (M.S. ’12;  B.S. 
’09) has been accepted to Ross 
University Medical School in 
Dominica, West Indies.

Steve Schimmele (B.S. ’88) 
attended the Indiana University 
School of Dentistry, from which 
he graduated in 1992. His dental 
training was followed by oral and 

maxillofacial surgery residency 
training at the University of 
Cincinnati from 1992 to 1996. 
Schimmele was then a fellow 
at the Center for Tumor and 
Reconstructive Surgery at the 
University of Miami/Jackson 
Memorial Hospital in Florida for 
one year. After that, he was an 
assistant professor at the Indiana 
University School of Dentistry 
in the Department of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery and Hospital 
Dentistry until 2001. Schimmele 
returned to Fort Wayne to enter 
private practice with Oral & 
Maxillofacial Surgery Associates 
P.C., where he is currently enjoying 
partnership. He also spends 
time volunteering for multiple 
national oral and maxillofacial 
surgery organizations and charity 
organizations in Fort Wayne and 
Allen County, including Matthew 
25. He is happily married with five 
children and teaches part time  
in the dental auxiliary program  
at IPFW.

Ashley Sommer (B.S. ’12) 
has been accepted to the Indiana 
University School of Medicine 
and assigned to the Fort Wayne 
campus.

Kacey Steiner (B.S. ’11; A.S. 
’11, chemical methods) has been 
accepted to the Indiana University 
School of Medicine.

Kim Tran (B.S. ’12;  A.S. ’12, 
chemical methods) has been 
accepted to the Indiana University 
School of Medicine.

CHEMISTRY
yusuf Essix (B.S. ’04)  
is the founder and senior 
formulation chemist at 
Aromapeutics, where he 
researches assorted plant types 
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for the purpose of developing 
treatments for various diseases. 
They have been successful in 
creating all-natural, plant-based 
products that have been effective 
in treating diseases such as 
rheumatoid arthritis, inflammation, 
acne, pain, and retroviral 
disease. Essix formerly worked 
as a chemist at Fortune 500 
companies like Pfizer Inc., Roche 
Diagnostics, and Eli Lilly and 
Company. He worked on projects 
like Exubera (inhaled insulin) and 
immunoassay development for 
diseases such as HIV, epilepsy, 
and drugs of abuse including 
cocaine, methamphetamine, THC, 
and benzodiazepines.

CommuniCation  
SCiEnCES anD 
DiSoRDERS
Heather Allen (B.S. ’96) 
works at Fort Wayne Community 
Schools with children with autism 
and augmentative alternative 
communication.

Tanya (Gamble) August  
(B.S. ’11) is currently in 
graduate school at Bowling 
Green State University (class of 
2013). August is teaching an 
undergraduate class as a part of 
her graduate assistantship, and 
she would like to work with adults 
someday. She married Matt, also 
a student at Bowling Green, in  
December 2011.

Rachel Baker (B.S. ’10)  
is attending Indiana State 
University and working on a 
master’s degree in speech 
pathology.

Danielle Bishop (B.S. ’09) 
works for the United States 

Postal Service as a postmaster 
relief. She is attending Ashford 
College online, working toward 
a gerontology master’s degree 
(class of 2014). Bishop moved 
from Peru to Deedsville, Ind., and 
she is happy to finally live out in 
the country.

Megan Bowers (B.S. ’11) is 
currently enrolled in the speech 
language pathology program at 
Indiana University. She is hoping 
that her school and medical 
externships in spring 2013 will be 
located in Fort Wayne.

Ashley Couch (B.S. ’09) 
graduated in May 2012 with 
a master’s degree in applied 
behavior analysis to be a board 
certified behavior analyst. She 
is working at Summit Radiology 
in Fort Wayne as a radiologist 
coordinator and efficiency trainer. 
She is planning to be married in 
September 2012.

Nancy Willig DeNise  
(B.S. ’79) has worked as a 
speech language pathologist 
two days a week for the past 
two years. She also works as a 
tutor for students with dyslexia. 
She is enjoying using her iPad in 
therapy and getting new ideas 
from the Speech Room News 
blog (speechroomnews.blogspot.
com). Her oldest son, Michael, 
graduated from the University 
of Toledo and will get married 
in August 2012. She recently 
attended the Ohio Speech-
Language-Hearing Association 
convention. 

Chelsea Dougal (B.S. ’11) 
graduated in fall 2011 and is 
working for Brueggemann Lumber 
Do It Center in New Haven 
to save for graduate school. 
She will be attending Indiana 

University–Purdue University 
Indianapolis in fall 2012 to pursue 
a master’s degree in social work. 
She is currently planning several 
camping trips and a weeklong 
fishing trip.

Chrystal (Motts) Dowty  
(B.S. ’03) is currently employed 
part time with Theracare Inc., 
working at the Cedars Retirement 
Community in Leo and Byron 
Heath Center in Fort Wayne. She 
and her husband, Mike, have 
been married for nine years. They 
have a three-year-old son and a 
baby girl, Elianna Kate, born on 
New Year’s Day 2012.

Sharon Egly (B.S. ’90) 
presented a poster session at 
American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association convention 
in fall 2011. She was granted 
permission to do research on the 
benefits to campers, parents, and 
students at the Augmentative 
and Alternative Communication 
(ACC) Camp in fall 2011. Egly 
hopes to present the information 
at the International Society of 
AAC international conference. 
She vacationed in Banff, Alberta, 
Canada in summer 2012. Her son 
Keith, a firefighter with the Fort 
Wayne Fire Department and IPFW 
psychology alumnus, graduated 
in June 2012 with an associate’s 
degree in nursing.

Kirsten Ferrigan (B.S. ’11) 
was accepted to Tennessee State 
University for physical therapy and 
moved to Nashville, Tenn., in May 
2012 to begin graduate school.

Teri (Ousley) Fields (B.S. 
’00) recently changed jobs after 
the birth of her second child in 
order to spend more time with 
her family. She works for Creative 
Health Solutions at their Warsaw, 

Ind., site, Mason’s Health and 
Rehab. She is also on the PRN list 
for Parkview Hospital. Fields and 
her husband, Chad, welcomed 
baby Violet in July 2011. She joins 
her big brother, Nolan, who is 
three years old.  

Kelsey Fleming (B.S. ’10)  
is currently working as an applied 
behavior analysis therapist and is 
searching for a full-time position. 
She is engaged and will be 
married on October 6, 2012.

Lisa Ford (B.S. ’05)  
has worked for Lutheran Hospital 
for four years with acute and 
outpatients. She was recently 
certified as a brain injury 
specialist, is an active member 
of a brain injury support board, 
and is a member of Lutheran 
Cancer Care Committee with a 
focus on head and neck cancer. 
She celebrated her 10 year 
anniversary with her husband  
in June 2012 with a trip to  
South Carolina.

Stephanie Fryback  
(B.S. ’11) is currently in the 
master’s in special education 
program with an emphasis on 
autism and applied behavior 
analysis at Ball State University. 
She is employed at Keystone 
Behavior Pediatrics as a behavior 
specialist, where they use an 
integrated approach with children 
with disabilities. 

Nancy Gilliom (B.S. ’85) 
graduated from Purdue University 
in 1995 with a Ph.D. in audiology. 
Gilliom was an ex officio board 
member of the Academy of 
Doctors of Audiology (ADA) for 
four years and the editor of 
Audiology Practices (an official 
publication of the ADA). She 
resigned this post in 2010. 
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Gilliom currently has a private 
practice in Jacksonville, Fla., and 
a recently opened second office in 
Jacksonville Beach, Fla. 

Stephanie Hoppes (B.S. 
’09) graduated in May 2012 
from Indiana State University with 
a master’s in communication 
disorders, and she finished her 
hospital practicum in August 2012. 
She was awarded a graduate 
assistant position for three 
semesters in a row and graduated 
with educational honors. She was 
also awarded the Indiana Lions 
Speech and Hearing Inc. graduate 
scholarship in December 2011. 
She was nominated by the faculty 
and staff at Indiana State University 
for the outstanding graduate 
student clinician award at this 
year’s Indiana Speech-Language-
Hearing Association (ISHA) 
convention. Hoppes presented 
her graduate student research at 
the 2011 ISHA convention and 
the American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association convention in 
San Diego. Her future aspirations 
include returning to school to 
pursue a doctoral degree with 
areas of interest in neurological 
disorders (such as cerebral 
palsy and aphasia) and cognitive 
disorders (such as dementia or 
traumatic brain injury). She married 
Mike Linder in August 2012; they 
relocated to Indianapolis following 
the honeymoon.

 Jade Januseski (B.S. ’10) was 
nominated by Ball State University 
staff for the outstanding student 
clinician award, which was 
presented to her at the 2012 
Indiana Speech-Language-
Hearing Association convention. 
She became engaged in  
February 2012. 

Rachel Kline (B.S. ’08) 
completed a master’s degree 
in communication disorders 
at Indiana State University. 
She is employed by ProStep 
Rehabilitation at Canterbury 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 
in Fort Wayne.

Chanda lichtsinn (B.S. ’96) 
has been with Turnstone for 14 
years and was named pediatric 
therapy manager this year. During 
this year, she assisted in the 
development and implementation 
of the augmentative alternative 
communication lab at Turnstone 
as part of the $1.4 million dollar 
pediatric therapy expansion. 
Lichtsinn graduated from 
Northeast Indiana Nonprofit 
Alliance Leadership Fort Wayne 
as a part of her management 
training in April 2012. She 
continues to teach two classes 
each spring and fall semester at 
IPFW. She and her husband are 
celebrating 31 years of marriage 
in June. They enjoy spending as 
much time as possible with their 
grandchildren: Kerrigan, six, and 
Brayden, four.

Kara (McCrory) lowenstein 
(B.S. ’07) recently switched 
from working with long-term 
care patients at Fort Wayne 
Neurological Center to an 
outpatient therapist position 
with a specialty in neurological 
disorders at Indiana Physical 
Therapy.

Sandra McKinnis (B.S. ’72) 
received a patent number for 
her Easy Eye Tracker Reading 
Tool. Her book, The Processing 
Program: Using Language Webs 
and Altered Auditory Input to 
Improve Comprehension, was 
published in May 2012. She has a 
new daughter-in-law from Russia, 
and her son Scott joined the Air 

Force Reserve. She still loves 
ocean kayaking at age 61 and still 
loves Alaska after 27 years.

Sarah (Hobbs) Miner (B.S. 
’07) graduated from Ball 
State University in May 2011 
with a doctorate in audiology. 
She is currently working as an 
audiologist with Ear Nose  
and Throat Associates in  
Fort Wayne and is teaching at 
IPFW. She married Donovan in 
October 2011.

Erin Morrill (B.S. ’05) is working 
for the Brank Intermediate School 
District. She is married to John, 
and they have three children: 
Emma, Harper, and Nolan.

Rosanna Shenkel-Boardman 
(B.S. ’06) is currently working full 
time for the Arizona schools in 
special educational classrooms. 
She is supervising a clinical 
fellowship year and working as 
a PRN at Yuma Rehabilitation 
Hospital. She is also working as 
a PRN at a private practice with 
pediatrics. She married Curtis 
Boardman in June 2011, and 
they are expecting a baby boy 
in July 2012. Her nine-year-old 
son, Christopher, is doing well in 
school and was named a “Go-
Getter” with his picture displayed 
in the Yuma Sun newspaper.

Karrie Steenport (B.S. ’08) 
earned a certificate of clinical 
competence in July 2011 and 
moved to Fort Wayne to work 
at a small private school. She 
felt it was a good switch from 
public schools. Steenport and 
her husband, Brad, have been 
married for a year-and-a-half, 
and they have a dog, Sophie.

Pam Wilke (B.S. ’10) has been 
accepted into the master’s 
program in speech-language 
pathology at St. Louis University.
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intERnational 
languagE anD 
CultuRE StuDiES
Shontael Wanjema (’10, 
international studies certificate and 
linguistics minor; B.S. ’10, secondary 
education with Spanish education 
concentration) has been awarded 
an honorable mention for the 
prestigious National Science 
Foundation Graduate Research 
Fellowship. This is a very 
competitive award (on average, 
15,000 applicants per year) 
and an honorable mention is 
highly valued. She was happy to 
share this good news with the 
ILCS department “not only as an 
opportunity to thank you but also 
a reminder that the work you are 
doing is so valuable!”

PSyChology
Corey Campbell (B.A. ’05)  
is in the physician’s assistant 
program in the United States  
Army, which is in the top 10 in  
the country for physician’s 
assistant programs.

Debra (Stitzer) Campbell 
(B.A. ’06) finished her first 
graduate semester at Our Lady of 
the Lake University in San Antonio 
with a 4.0 GPA. She is also 
volunteering in the Department 
of Psychiatry at the University 
of Texas Health Science Center, 
where she is assisting with a 
research project on various 
measurement tools and treatment 
interventions for schizophrenia.

Joshua Fiechter (B.A. ’09)  
has been admitted to the Ph.D.  
in cognitive psychology program  
at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana–Champaign.

Michelle Fiechter (B.A. ’07) 
completed her last semester at the 
University of Iowa College of Law 
and graduated in May 2012. Her 
note, “Extraterritorial Application 
of the Alien Tort Statute: The Effect 
of Morrison v. National Australia 
Bank Ltd. on Future Litigation,” 
was recently published in the 
Iowa Law Review (vol. 97). After 
graduation, she will take the Illinois 
bar examination.

Dennis Junk (B.A. ’00) 
completed his thesis, which 
explores the role of narrative in the 
evolution of human cooperation, 
and graduated from the master’s 
program in English and linguistics 
at IPFW in May 2012.

Dustin Pifer (B.A. ’04) is near 
completion of a Ph.D. in social 
work at Indiana University–Purdue 
University Indianapolis. He is 
currently collecting data on 
sexual histories of college-age 
men who have sex with men. 
He has also been working as 
a medical social worker at St. 
Vincent Indianapolis Hospital for 
the last five years while pursuing  
a doctorate.

Lindsay Roberts (B.A. ’11) 
has been admitted to the Ph.D. 
program in social psychology at 
the University of Toledo, where she 
plans to continue her research in 
stereotyping and prejudice and 
normative influence. While at 
the University of Toledo, she will 

also be working with assistant 
professor of psychology and IPFW 
alumnus, Jason Rose.

Yukti (Ahuja) Singh (B.A. ’95) 
has authored a second novel, 
Fresh Off the Boat: Diary of a 
F-O-B (2012) and is continuing 
to pursue a master’s degree in 
counseling psychology at Santa 
Clara University.

Jessica Sordelet (B.A .’11) 
began working in December 
2011 at the Bowen Center as a 
rehabilitation service provider.  
She enjoys her job greatly and  
was recently promoted to 
rehabilitation coordinator.

Nicholas Todoran (B.A. ’09) 
began his graduate studies in the 
social work program at Indiana 
University–Purdue University 
Indianapolis in fall 2011.

WomEn’S 
StuDiES  
see profile  
on  following page

Shontael 
Wanjema
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Alumna Profile:
Nicole Meier (B.A. ’12)  
was 1 of  only 20 female university 
students in the United States selected 
to attend the fifth Practicum on 
Advocacy at the 56th session of  the 
United Nations of  the Commission 
on the Status of  Women (CSW), held 
February 25 to March 3, 2012, in New 
York City. Meier was encouraged to 
apply for the practicum by Janet Badia,  
associate professor and director of  
women’s studies. 

Meier said that “it was practically 
a joke” when she applied because 
the thought of  being chosen out of  
all the nation’s applicants seemed 
daunting; when she got word she 
was accepted, she was honored. She 
said the 19 other students “brought 
different things to the table, and it 
was just fascinating to work with them 
and the other women in leadership 

positions.” Meier even got to meet 
a personal hero, 2011 Nobel Peace 
winner Leymah Gbowee, at one of  
the side events the practicum students 
were encouraged to attend. Overall, 
she described her experience at the 
Practicum on Advocacy as “eye-
opening” and “amazing”: “Just seeing 
what other women are doing to help 
other women—I will remember that 
forever, and it opened my eyes to 
women’s studies in a broader scheme.” 

Participants in the Practicum on 
Advocacy are asked to start their 
own advocacy projects on behalf  
of  women’s rights, and Meier is 
developing and organizing hers. As 
part of  this project, she led a talk 
on IPFW’s campus titled “From 
Student to Activist: Nicole Meier 
on Her Practicum at the United 
Nations” in March 2012, at which 
she spoke about her experiences at 
the practicum and then opened the 

floor for brainstorming on the issue 
of  reproductive rights in the local 
community. The main theme of  this 
year’s CSW was the empowerment of  
rural women and their role in poverty 
and hunger eradication, and this 
seemed a perfect fit for Meier, whose 
future plans possibly include working 
with post-conflict survivors or 
advocating for women’s reproductive 
rights in the political sphere. Though 
she plans to go to graduate school 
one day, she will be taking at least 
a year off  to build her résumé with 
interesting internships and meaningful 
opportunities. Meier wants to make a 
difference in women’s lives, but  
the possibilities “seem endless” for  
her right now. However, it seems 
that her journey will take her to 
Indianapolis in August 2012 where 
she will begin an Americorps job with 
Feeding Indiana’s Hungry. t

WOMEn’S STuDIES

share his knowledge about his country with 
others. He noted that since Deng Xiaoping 
opened China’s doors, more Chinese people 
are coming to the United States each year. 
Last year alone, U.S. embassies in China 
issued about 1 million visas.

Li will be working on developing his course 
for international students at HNU. Sun hopes 
to be able to help him find opportunities to 
speak with students and present information 
to see how American students respond 
to his ideas. She offered to allow him to 
speak with her classes to find out what the 
students would find interesting in topics 
for the classes. She also hopes to help him 
find ways to interact with larger groups of 
students on campus. In the fall, Shi will 
continue to work with her COAS mentors and 
teach biology in English at IPFW. “For me, 
teaching here will be a very good opportunity 

to experience teaching subjects to the 
student in English.” 

Being able to speak with someone from 
another county on a topic of shared interest 
is an experience that students need in our 
new globalized world. “For our students,” 
biology mentor Peters explained, “it is 
a good chance for them to learn how to 
communicate efficiently with nonnative 
English speakers who have not lived in an 
English speaking country. It shows them 
how to change the way you use your own 
language once you know there are people 
who do not know English well. It is a bit of 
the world coming into IPFW.”

Anders, who teaches composition to 
nonnative English speakers in the English 
department, appreciates what this exchange 
can offer faculty as well. “We need to know 

what’s going on in the world. We may 
be ahead of a lot of countries in certain 
respects, but it would be great if this 
program worked both ways to see how they 
do things in their schools so that we can be 
a bit more effective here.”

Interestingly, Indiana is a “sister” to the 
province Li comes from, Zhejiang. He 
feels that these exchanges are beneficial 
to everyone involved: “It seems that IPFW, 
like Indiana, is trying to be more open to 
the world and this is a good thing.” COAS 
faculty member Sun finds it “exciting for our 
students to have the opportunity to have 
international exposure or experience—at 
least another voice, perspective, opportunity 
to learn.” t
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when it all works out.”

And Vartanian is considering doing more 
with the residents at Park Place. She 
wants to align this project with her online 
Adult Aging course so that some of those 
students can continue the work, possibly 
in the form of observations or collecting 
data. Of course, as part of those ever-
present hurdles, she needs to find out how 
to make service-learning work with an 
online course, but hopefully the work can 
continue and expand.

In the end, the benefits extend beyond the 
obvious ones to the residents participating 
in the new activities program. Huth 
hopes that “the opportunity to use their 
knowledge in their own community was a 
positive experience that the students will 
carry with them wherever their careers 
lead.” And she hopes the wider community 
realizes the benefits of 
collaboration. “This relationship 
gives the community the 
opportunity to observe two high-
profile establishments working 
together and taking positive 
steps for improvement.”

Vartanian enjoyed taking what 
many people “see as an esoteric, 
ivory tower experience—a liberal 
arts education—and showing 
how it does connect with the 
real world.” She and Lawton 
agree that more people need to 
see “what our graduates can do 
in the community.”

 Remembering the Special Things

Office talk: believe it or not, it’s not always 
a bad thing. When Continuing Lecturer 
Michael Bendele overheard psychology 
alumna and part-time department 
secretary Sara Simpson (B.A. ’90) talk 
about her other job at a local not-for-profit 
tutoring center, he was intrigued by what 

she shared about their research-based 
approach to tutoring. Then when Simpson 
mentioned that Specialty Tutoring wanted 
to bring someone in for training, he offered 
to present a workshop on memory.

Prior to the first workshop, Bendele and 
Simpson met with Specialty Tutoring’s 
executive director to discuss the memory 
and learning struggles that the staff of 
30 learning specialists encounter when 
working with their students. Bendele 
then created a presentation for Specialty 
Tutoring’s learning specialists. 

Specialty Tutoring provides one-on-one 
tutoring in mathematics, reading, writing, 
and other areas, specializing in helping 
children with learning difficulties. And three 
psychology alumnae work part time at the 
center: Simpson, Amanda Lange (B.A. ’98), 
and Julia Miller (B.A. ’09).

Bendele is no stranger to outreach efforts, 
having given his time and shared his 
expertise with a variety of community 
groups and members. As well as regularly 
giving presentations to community groups, 
he also speaks to high school students 
about college expectations and psychology 
careers and is a reviewer for regional 
science fair proposals.

“By sharing our knowledge and expertise,” 
he said, “I think we can serve as a 

resource to help people understand 
[psychological] concepts at a deeper level 
and how they fit into the bigger picture 
within our discipline.”

So it is no surprise that he was willing 
to share his time and knowledge to help 
tutors help their clients. As Miller shared, 
“Every client and every appointment 
brings new demands and challenges; 
the information that Professor Bendele 
presented gave tutors new tools to crack 
these codes and address any hurdle 
presented. Tutors were able to gain 
confidence in how best to work with  
their clients.”

Like so many students, Miller’s life (or at 
least her major) was changed because 
of a general education requirement. After 
she took PSY 120, Elementary Psychology, 
she found herself “yearning to learn more 

about psychology.” And that 
yearning helped her complete 
a psychology degree and is 
helping her in graduate studies 
toward a degree in school 
counseling.

As an undergraduate, Miller 
also learned about the 
importance of collaboration 
between the university and 
the community firsthand in 
PSY 480, Field Experience in 
Psychology. This class took 
her into the professional world 
where she worked with Anita 

Gross, Southwest Allen County School’s 
social worker. “I really appreciate the fact 
that I had this opportunity to venture out 
and get real-world experience in the area 
that I was most interested in working 
professionally. Not all universities allow 
undergraduates such opportunities to 
explore their interests.”

Lange holds a masters degree in 
counseling from IPFW (’02) and works as 

Continued from p. 15

Julia Miller (right), psychology alumnae, works part time at Specialty 
Tutoring Center, which collaborated with IPFW Continuing Lecturer 
Michael Bendele.
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a school counselor for Northwest Allen 
County Schools as well as at Specialty 
Tutoring. She sees the benefit of her 
background in psychology in her daily 
work. “I use my psychology training 
in countless ways in both settings. I 
understand personality types better. I 
think the main benefit is knowing that 
not everyone thinks (and therefore acts) 
like me—so when generating possible 
solutions to problems with others, I can be 
more open minded and step out of my own 
box to understand others better.”

For the tutors, Bendele covered the 
theory and practice behind memory 
and remembering so that they better 
understood not only how people move 
information into their long-term memory 
but also what can help information “stick” 
in their memory. He was a bit overzealous, 
so he did not cover everything he had 
planned. Luckily, the tutors enjoyed the 
presentation and got so much out of it that 
he was invited to come back to finish it.

The overview of how memory works 
provided the learning specialists with a 
greater depth of understanding of the 
challenges faced by the children they 
work with. After the presentation, the 
participants brainstormed about how to 
convert the information into strategies 
they could use with clients. According 
to Simpson, “We have found ways 
to integrate the information into the 
sessions to create the best environment 
for review and retrieval of material to be 
remembered, and the ideas have also 
been shared with parents to help with 
student homework.”

Through his workshop, Bendele provided 
interesting insight and knowledge to the 
Specialty Tutoring staff. Miller found that 
the tutors grew in their understanding of 
what to expect from the families walking 
in the door and how best to address their 
perspectives. “Gaining knowledge from 
Professor Bendele helped tutors work with 

clients and their families more effectively.”

One week after the first workshop, a 
learning specialist commented to Simpson 
that she had tried a memory technique 
from the workshop with a student and it 
worked. “And most importantly, the student 
understood why the technique worked and 
how she could apply this technique again.”

After the workshops, Bendele suggested 
that Simpson attend the COAS 2nd 
Annual Symposium on Teaching and 
Learning presentation, “Teaching to How 
the Mind Works,” by Linda B. Nilson. She 
also participated in a brown bag series 
throughout spring 2012 to discuss Nilson’s 
book, Teaching at Its Best: A Research-
Based Resource for College Instructors. 
Then, in May 2012, Simpson organized 
a brown bag luncheon for the Specialty 
Tutoring staff at which she presented the 
material on memory and learning she 
gathered at the COAS conference and 
brown bag discussions. So as Simpson put 
it, “The benefits keep on keepin’ on!”

So why do this extra work? Bendele 
strongly agrees with former American 
Psychological Association (APA) President 
George Miller’s belief that practitioners 
need to “give psychology away.” He saw 
this as an opportunity to share his area 
of expertise with a local not-for-profit 
organization. Furthermore, presentations 
like this allow him to consider theory 
versus practice more carefully. “I saw this 
as an opportunity to work with people who 
are actually applying various principles of 
memory. Results in the lab and those in 
the real world settings (which are often 
more complex and do not yield full control 
over all of the ‘variables’) sometimes do 
not match up.”

Lange also believes that outreach by 
faculty and staff is extremely beneficial 
because it models for COAS students 
the idea of giving back and working 
collaboratively within the community. 

Continued contact with university 
professors after graduation is helpful 
because “it makes our professors become 
more than just past educators—they 
become resources.”

Sharing History’s Mysteries

Another unexpected outreach opportunity 
involving COAS faculty is a collaboration 
between the Department of History and 
Fort Wayne Community Schools (FWCS). 
FWCS is the recipient of a substantial 
multiyear Teaching American History grant 
from the U.S. Department of Education. 
According to the grant’s website, the 
program “is designed to raise student 
achievement by improving teachers’ 
knowledge, understanding,  
and appreciation of traditional  
American history.”

FWCS’s three partners in this project are 
the National Council for History Education, 
the Smithsonian Institution, and COAS’s 
Department of History. Over the next two 
summers, history faculty will be conducting 
workshops with FWCS American history 
teachers (4th, 8th, and 11th grades) as 
part of a larger program that includes 
other workshops and even a trip to D.C. 
for about 20 FWCS teachers for private 
guided tours of the Smithsonian.

COAS history faculty will run three-day 
seminars that cover topics set by the grant. 
In summer 2012, Assistant Professor Jeff 
Malanson and Associate Professor Rick 
Weiner ran sessions on slavery, abolition, 
the Underground Railroad, and the Civil 
War. Then in summer 2013, faculty will 
cover the topics “cowboys and Indians,” 
urbanization and immigration, the rise of 
industry and labor rights, and the rise of 
women’s voices.

The FWCS history teachers are excited 
to move beyond textbooks to learn more 
about current trends in historical research. 
Andrea Pettis, Freedom Studies grant 
coordinator and 8th grade history teacher 
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at Shawnee Middle School, hopes that 
COAS faculty can provide those “off-beat 
stories” and “hooks” that help teachers get 
the kids interested. 

“The whole grant in general is designed 
to expand teacher knowledge. To 
understand and improve our knowledge 
of the content area will obviously increase 
student interest.” Pettis shared that the 
Smithsonian staff used portraits from 
the National Portrait Gallery to analyze 
history with the teachers—for example, 
taking various images of Abraham Lincoln 
and deconstructing what his clothing, 
demeanor, or even lack or presence of 
facial hair mean historically. “Learning 
things we usually don’t get into.”

Associate Professor Christine Erickson 
is coordinating the development of these 
workshops with FWCS. COAS history 
faculty plan to provide the FWCS history 
teachers with a refresher course on how 
to read and interpret primary source 
documents—an essential skill to have—to 
help them look at the historical evidence 
with a fresh eye, skills that she hopes they 
then pass on to their students. “These are 
skills we can help develop in students who 
might come to IPFW. And it’s those primary 
source documents that make history fun! 
Plus for faculty it is always nice to be able 
to share their excitement and passion with 
others who love the topic as well.”

When we met in late spring, Malanson said 
that he planned to use primary documents 
to expose the FWCS faculty to history in 
a way that textbooks do not. While he 
understands that in any textbook decisions 
are made about how to explain expansive 
ideas in X inches of column space, he 
plans to show them how to do more with 
the information. “Hopefully there will be a 
chance to let the conversation go in ways 
in which the teachers are interested. We 
can focus on the newer research or newer 
understandings, presenting it in a different 
way than they might have originally come 

across it and have conversations about the 
changing perspectives.”

Wiener planned to offer new perspectives 
on American slavery. “By placing American 
slavery (during the colonial era and  
the national period) in a comparative 
Western hemisphere framework, I hope 
to provide teachers a broader perspective 
from which to understand and teach 
American slavery.”

While he is aware that an elementary 
school teacher will not teach a topic 
the same way as a high school teacher, 
Malanson looks forward to being “in the 
same room with teachers to teach them 
about the issues so that they can work 
with the educational specialists in their 
own schools to figure out how to adapt  
this information to a level that their 
students can comprehend.”

The collaboration needed to bring these 
new ideas into the FWCS curriculum has 
been built into the program via “Freedom 
Forums,” during which the teachers meet 
to discuss the content, brainstorm ways 
it can be used in the classroom, and 
review what they are learning on the grant. 
Forums also happen after a lesson is 
presented. The teachers who attend these 
forums often do so on their own time, and 
the attendance is almost perfect—the 
workshops can be done during in-service 

time, but not the forums during the year at 
which the teachers meet to rethink plans 
and share progress. 

For Pettis, the forums are the best 
outcome of the grant so far because,  
since the teachers usually teach in 
separate buildings, this is an opportunity 
to actually find out exactly what and how 
content is being taught at the various 
grade levels. “The teachers from different 
grade levels have brought unique ideas 
about how to teach different topics 
because they think differently, and to be 
able to come together to create a lesson 
plan has been interesting.”

So after Malanson and Weiner present 
their workshops, Pettis and the other 
teachers will meet to plan how to use this 
new information in the classroom. Then, 
after they teach the materials to their 
students, they will meet again to discuss 
outcomes. This sharing of knowledge 
makes instruction more effective via that 
constant communication which, in turn, 
creates more effective curricula. 

Malanson also thinks that this collaboration 
with FWCS benefits dual credit initiatives. 
As courses for college credits taught in 
local high schools have expanded and 
connections between IPFW and local 
schools have increased, “we’ve been 
primarily thinking about this in terms of 
making connections between IPFW and 
the students, but I think if we can make 
these connections between IPFW and the 
actual teachers in the school, it will help 
facilitate the connections between the 
campus and the schools for the teachers 
and the students.”

Erickson feels everyone benefits from 
stronger ties with local schools. “For high 
school teachers, looking at history with 
a fresh eye aids them in the classroom. 
They can see new sources, new ideas, 
new ways of looking at the material—new 
scholarship that they might not have the 

“If we can make these 
connections between 
IPFW and the actual 
teachers in the school, 
it will help facilitate the 
connections between 
the campus and the 
schools for the teachers 
and the students.”
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time to look at without the workshop.” The 
workshops give them a direct line to what 
is going on in the field, so “they don’t have 
to wait for university scholarship to trickle 
down to the textbooks, which can take 
a long time, and they get the chance to 
investigate the topics they teach, not just 
how to teach.”

For COAS, it is beneficial for the faculty 
to have a relationship with those who are 
teaching in the schools. Furthermore, 
the teachers can better understand the 
expectations their students will meet at 
college. “It is also a way for us to keep 
in touch with students as well,” Erickson 
shared. “Maybe these interactions will 
lead to contacts with students who are 
interested in what we do. Once the 
connection is established, it might open 
doors. They’ll see that professors are 
accessible. It can also get the word out 
about COAS, history degrees, and more of 
the other positive aspects about IPFW.”

Looking beyond the workshops, what 
would Pettis like to see happen? “I hope 
this opens a door to collaboration between 
many content levels,” even after the  
grant ends. Building relationships 
between the professors and the teachers 
could expand to other fields and 
disciplines. Pettis would love to see more 
collaboration, either IPFW professors 
working with teachers or FWCS teachers 
inviting professors into the classroom. 

“The extent of knowledge that the 
professors bring to the table is different 
than what a high school teacher has. If  
we know that Professor X specializes in 
the Civil War and that we can shoot her an 
email asking what she thinks 8th graders 
would like to read about the Civil War or 
if she can come speak to a class, that 
could help keep the curriculum fresh, 
rather than just teaching from the book. 
And the same is true in English, biology, 
and any other area.”

This outreach benefits the history 
department and COAS since it will forge 
stronger links with the community. 
“Perhaps the new knowledge FWCS 
teachers acquire and the stronger links to 
IPFW they forge will translate into more 
FWCS students attending IPFW,” Weiner 
posited. “Community engagement in 
higher education helps build a  
healthy society.” 

As a historian who does early American 
work, Malanson finds that the opportunity 
for him to do service learning or 
community outreach in his area are 
limited. “So, I enjoy being able to do things 
like this where I’m interacting directly with 
teachers from Fort Wayne and they’re 
able to bring this information back to their 
schools. How we at IPFW are contributing 
to northeast Indiana is important, and I 
think that this is a tangible way that we 
can say that we are improving education  
in our city.” t



The number one barrier to the academic 
success of our students is their ability to pay for college 
without being burdened by excessive debt.  Research shows that students who 
work more than 20 hours per week are less likely to graduate—but IPFW 
students are working 20, 30, 40, or more per week to avoid student loan debt.

With this in mind, the College of Arts and Sciences is establishing a  
COAS General Scholarship Endowment Fund to support students pursuing 
bachelor’s degrees in CoAS departments and programs. once the endowment 
reaches a sustainable level, it will provide scholarships to CoAS students. As the 
endowment grows, so will the number of scholarships offered.**

As alumni, you understand the benefits of a well-rounded education in the liberal arts. So we look 
to you to help keep the aspirations of current students within reach. Any amount you can give is 
greatly appreciated, but please consider the following costs when making your donation:

 $100: Program fee for incoming freshmen
 $255: Cost of one on-campus credit hour
 $322: Cost of one online credit hour
 $764: Cost of one on-campus, three-credit hour course
 $2,292: Cost for nine on-campus credit hours
 $3,820: Cost for fifteen on-campus credit hours

How to contribute to the  
COAS General Scholarship Fund Endowment

Online gifts to the endowment can be made at ipfw.edu/coas-scholarship (click on 
“give Now” and select “College of Arts and Sciences Endowed Scholarship Fund”).

By phone ViSA, MasterCard, and Discover are accepted (260-481-6962).

By check should be made payable to iPFW CoAS Endowment and sent to:

 iPFW Development office
 RE: CoAS Scholarship Endowment
 2101 East Coliseum Boulevard, KT 140
 Fort Wayne, iN 46805

if you have questions about this program or  
other ways you can help the students of CoAS,  
please contact Dean Carl Drummond at  
260-481-5750 or drummond@ipfw.edu.

** The iPFW Financial Aid office will 
administer scholarships in line with  
iPFW merit scholarship policy. The 
Financial Aid office will select 
recipients upon nomination by CoAS 
according to the goals and needs of the 
College and its students. A minimum 
scholarship endowment is currently 
$25,000. gifts received for the CoAS 
general Scholarship Fund will be 
pooled into a single endowment with 
revenue reinvesting until the minimum 
balance is met. Should the endowment 
level fail to reach $25,000 within five 
years of the date of this solicitation, 
gifts will be used for the purpose  
described above. 
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Alumni, you know what it’s like
late nights with textbooks. Early mornings with study groups.  

That moment when you realize you know the answer.

A new generation of CoAS students needs your help to keep moving forward.  

See the inside back cover to learn more.
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