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COAS Requirements Working Group – Minutes 
 
Meeting 6 – Monday, August 31, 12:00pm – SB 176 
Members Present: Janet Badia (WOST), Troy Bassett (ENG), Steve Carr (COM), Raymond Gildner 
(GEOS), Tim Grove (PHYS), Curt Hosier (SOC), Jim Lutz (POLS), Jeff Malanson (HIST), Vince 
Maloney (CHEM), Lesa Vartanian (PSY), Nancy Virtue (ILCS), Yvonne Zubovic (MATH) 
 
Members Absent: Jonathan Dalby (CSD), Doug Kline (ANTH), Erik Ohlander (PHIL), Winfried 
Peters (BIOL) 
 
Also Present: Josh Bacon (COAS) 
 
Minutes: 
1. The Working Group developed a very rough preliminary proposal for the BA requirements: 

 
A. Intro to Liberal Education (team-taught, interdisciplinary, problem-based course) 
B. 2nd Writing Course 
C. English Speaking Course 
D. Two or three 300-level courses with an explicit thematic focus (such as Diversity) that 
would be taken outside the major 
E. COAS Capstone (team-taught, interdisciplinary, project-based course; or study abroad, 
service learning, internship)? 
 
F. Foreign Language 

 
2. For the next meeting the Working Group will focus on the following questions: 

 
1. Does this seem like a good approach? What is missing? Should we scrap this and come 
up with something different? 
2. One idea that came out of the discussion today was that all of these requirements 
would need to be filled at IPFW (dual credit classes could not count). Do we like this; would 
we make any exceptions to this (such as for COM 114)? 
3. What thematic courses could we put in point D; what kind of restrictions/expectations 
would we want to put on the courses offered in point D to ensure that they meet the 
objectives we establish? 
4. What, if anything, do we want to do with a capstone requirement? 
5. Does this still require too many credit hours? 
6. We can discuss the foreign language requirement as it relates to these requirements, 
but we will generally hold off on debating the foreign language requirement itself (if a 
debate needs to be had at all) until a future meeting. 


