
MINUTES 

COAS FAC Meeting from February 5, 2016. 

 

Present: Pam Reese, Mieko Yamada, Timothy Grove, Brenda Lundy-Jackson, Bruce Kingsbury, 

Talia Bugel 

 

Absent: Nancy Virtue, Chris Erickson (sabbatical) 

 

1. We organized the work of reviewing PT Criteria set by the Departments in light of SD 

14-35 and Section 12 of COAS Governance Document updated in Fall 2015. 

 

The pairs and their assignments:  

 

1: Bugel, Grove – Biology, Geosciences 

2: Lundy Jackson, Kingsbury – ILCS, English (added February 8, 2016) 

3: Reese, Virtue – History, Psychology (added February 17, 2016) 

4: Yamada, Bugel - Comm 

 

The review of the criteria is to grant special attention to 

 

a. Thanking departments for their work and highlighting the best/clearest part(s) of the 

review they conducted, the parts that we would want all departments to do and that will 

be used for writing guidelines for PT documents reviews in the future.  

b. Rationale (comparison with peer institutions is one possibility, mainly we need to 

understand, from outside of the proposing department, why X amount of articles are the 

criterion for tenure in X department). The rationale needs to address both quality and 

quantity. For example, if department X requires “published articles”, we need to enquire 

whether that means peer-reviewed. If it does, the department has to set that explicitly in 

their criteria. Are there explicit rejections of predatory journals? Explicit clarifications 

about that are needed. Another possible rationale is whether there is a pattern of behavior 

that shows sustained productivity through time. As another example, is it clear in our 

COASCD#15-39



departments that the bulk of the publications have to be done at IPFW (not before) in 

order to progress to tenure and promotion?  

c. Clear differences between progression to associate and to full. 

d. Clear differences between competence and excellence. 

e. Have departments identified thresholds? As a reviewer, you can give words to 

departments on what you are looking for. 

 

2. We discussed the possibility to get an extra member given the workload and the absence 

of Chris Erickson – on sabbatical. 

3. Chair contacts Andy Downs regarding who reminds Departments to send in their PT 

Criteria. February 18, 2016: Chair contacted Chairs of Anthropology, Chemistry, 

Mathematics, Philosophy, Physics, Political Science, Sociology, and Women Studies, 

reminding them to send in their PT Criteria. 

 

Meeting adjourned. Next meeting scheduled for Saturday, February 20th, at 10:00 a.m.  


