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It is Lent as I write this. For Christians, it is a 
period of prayer, fasting, and solemn  
observance that inaugurates the Easter  
season.  The morning light is beginning to 
appear earlier in the east and the sun sets 
later in the west at this mid-February  
moment. It comes as both a time of renewal 
and regeneration after the onset of winter. 
This is true for academic departments as 
well. Typically, this is one of the busiest times 
on campus for me: writing reappointments 
for tenure, track faculty and continuing  
lecturers, drafting annual reviews for the  
department faculty to highlight their teaching 

performance and research accomplishments.  It is both a chore and a blessing, 
a co-mingling that is often indicative of most worthwhile activities.  I am always 
gratified when I reflect on the faculty of this department, the largest  
department at IPFW, and, indisputably in my opinion, one of the most  
productive both for student learning and for professional achievement. This 
year, however, the department has also experienced its own more poignant self
-reflection and sense of loss.  With the retirements of Dr. Avon Crismore and 
Dr. Rodney Farnsworth this past December, the department has lost a  
cumulative half-century of contributions that have helped to shape and  
influence the direction of this department.  Both will be missed even as we  
celebrate their dedication and devoted commitment to this department.  We are 
both the richer for their contributions and the poorer for their absence.  In their 
honor, the department has created new student awards, the Crismore and 
Farnsworth Awards to recognize outstanding student achievement by our  
majors.  While Drs. Crismore and Farnsworth are absent from our presence, 
they remain a vital part of our ongoing commitment to our students.  Kudos to 
them! Please let us know how you are doing and where 
your own journeys have taken you. 
 

My best, 

Hardin 
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Alumni Spotlight: Mark D. Claxton 

Do You Have a Nickname or Preferred Name That 
People Call You?   
 
Clack  
 
When Did You Graduate From IPFW and What Was 
Your Course of Study While Attending IPFW?   
 
I graduated in 1993 with a Bachelor of Science in  
Education; English major; U.S. and World History minors. 
 
What Was Your First “Real” Job After Graduating 
From IPFW?  
 
I was hired as a teacher at Lakeland High School in 1993.  
I was one of the lucky ones to land a job right out of  
college! 
 
What Do You Do Now?   
 
I teach at Garrett High School, where I graduated! 
 
How Long Have You Been Teaching? 20 years 
 
Have You Always Wanted to Teach? If Not, What 
Else Did You Want to Do?  
 
I started as an undecided major. However, after visiting 
the IPFW career center and taking a battery of computer-
based tests, I was matched with the following career  
opportunities: a judge, a police officer, or a teacher! Well, 
needless to say, I chose teaching, because I always  
enjoyed going to school and working with the youth.  
Maybe if I would have chosen to be a judge or an officer, 
I could have my own reality television series! Of course, 
my secret ambition was always to be a rock star! 
 

Best Part of Being a Teacher? Favorite Thing/
Activity to Teach? 
 
The best part of teaching is that I have encountered many 
bright, kind, and inspirational students who have become 
quite successful. All have driven me to challenge myself 
further as an educator and person.  
 
One of my favorite classroom activities is to conduct  
Socratic seminars while discussing literary or historical  
passages; students have many excellent ideas and  
interpretations to impart as reading, analyzing, and  
discussing occur. This activity provides students with the 
ability to place themselves at the forefront of the class, and 
becoming the leaders of their own education, in a sense. 
 
If You Could Pass on the “Clack Legacy” to Our   
Current Student Educators, What Would It Be?   
 
The “Clack Legacy” to current educators would be as  
follows: If you respect students, they generally respect you 
in return.  Also, whatever the subject you teach may be, 
always establish lasting connections between what is being 
taught to life situations.     
 
What Does a Day in Clack’s Classroom Look Like?   
 
A day in my classroom includes a variety of activities:  
reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  I maintain a  
relaxed atmosphere, which I feel fosters better attitudes 
and creates a positive learning environment.  We even 
have a few laughs in the process! 
 
The Kids All Know Me For my brilliant, witty puns, which 
they ABSOLUTELY love—well, maybe I am exaggerating 
just a bit!  
 
Something Interesting Most People Don’t Know 
About You?  
 
I own a massive collection of Star Wars action figures (no, 
not DOLLS!) and memorabilia.   
 
Talents? …. I have played guitar for thirty-one years!  My 
dancing is sub par to say the least, however!  
 
Biggest Accomplishment? 
 
I have been married to my high school sweetheart and 
best friend, Jenifer, for eighteen years, and we dated seven 
years prior to being married.  That’s a pretty great accom-
plishment in my book! We also have a ferocious cat, Fluffy! 

College of Arts and Sciences - Department of English and Linguistics 
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Department of English and Linguistics Scholarships 

Mail your responses back to: 

Suzanne Rumsey 
English Department Newsletter 
Indiana Purdue Fort Wayne 
2101 E. Coliseum Blvd.  
Fort Wayne, IN 46805 

We’d love to hear from our alumni about where your lives have taken you. You may clip this portion of 
the newsletter and mail it with your responses, or you may email rumseys@ipfw.edu.  Here are a few 
things we’d like to know: 

 Is there something you’d like to see in this newsletter?   
 What direction did your English degree from IPFW take you?   
 Have you continued to write creatively, and  interested in having your work in our newsletter? 
 Are there updates to your career or life you’d like us to know about? 
 What is your fondest memory of your time in the English Department here at IPFW? 
 What advice would you give current students? 

Outstanding English Major Award: 
Juniors and seniors with a GPA of 3.0 or higher may be eligible for a cash 
award of $750. Awards are based on GPA, publications, research oriented 
presentations, attendance at seminars, or other extracurricular academic 
activities. Students are honored 
on a wall plaque displayed in the 
English department office.  

 
Hollander Scholarship: 
Undergraduate students, in  
junior or senior standing, who 
submit the best portfolio of  
professional writing, may be  
eligible for a scholarship in the 
amount of $750. 
  
Sylvia E Bowman Award: 
An undergraduate or graduate student who authors the best essay on  
literature or the teacher of literature can be eligible for an award of $750.  
Author’s names are displayed on a wall plaque near the English department 
office.  

 
The Henry Kozicki Graduate Award: 
Graduate students pursuing studies within the Department of English and 
Linguistics may be eligible for an award of $750. Applicants must submit a 
scholarly essay on literature, linguistics, folklore, or rhetoric, authored by 
the student. Chosen recipients will have authored the best essay and will be 
recognized on a wall plaque near the English department.  

Psi Iota Award for Writing:  
An undergraduate student with at least a 
3.0 GPA in English courses can be  
eligible for a scholarship of $300 if  
chosen as the author for the best short 
story. Award recipient may also have 
their story published in IPFW’s literary 
magazine, Confluence.  
 

Arline R Standley Scholarship: 
A tuition scholarship of $750 is available 
to be awarded to a student whose  
overall GPA is at least 3.0, whose GPA in 
their major is at least 3.5, who has a 
record of an extracurricular activity, and 
who will be enrolled as a senior in the 
summer or fall following the award.  

 
Rainn McPahil Memorial  

Scholarship: 
Award of $1000 is available to  
undergraduate and graduate students. 
All nominees are asked to submit a  
significant project that demonstrates 
strong interdisciplinary or  
intradisciplinary merit. Award is paid out 
over the course of two full-time  
semesters.   

College of Arts and Sciences - Department of English and Linguistics 

OR 

Find us on Facebook and 
tell us your story! Email your response to: 

rumseys@ipfw.edu  OR 



Clip here and tell us your news! 
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Confluence  

Confluence, IPFW’s Literary Magazine, is currently  
accepting submissions for the 2013-2014 issue. As an 
opportunity for creative expression, students are  
encouraged to submit works of photography, poetry, 
fiction, essay, drama, memoir, creative non-fiction, 
and artwork.  
 
For submission guidelines, or  
to submit work, visit  
their website at:  
http://www.ipfw.edu/confluence/ 
submissions.html.  
 
For updates on the current issue,  
or to ask questions, you can also  
find them on Facebook: Confluence (IPFW). 
 
For further information, contact the editor of  
Confluence, Melissa Hirsch, at Hirschm@ipfw.edu   

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: Rachel E. Hile 
EDITORS: Clark Butler, Bernd Fischer 
REVIEW EDITORS: Frank Palmeri, Mihoko Suzuki 
MANAGING EDITOR: Cathleen M. Carosella 

A Journal of  
Literature, History, 
and the Philosophy of 
History 

Clio: A Journal of Literature History, and the Philosophy of Histo-
ry, an international triennial journal, publishes scholarly 
essays on three interrelated topics: literature as informed 
by historical understandings, historical writings considered 
as literature, and philosophy of history, with a special  
interest in Hegel. 
 
Clio seeks essays that are interdisciplinary in their  
arguments. We publish researched essays at the  
intersections of our three disciplines of emphasis. Our 
focus is historiography, in reference to any time period 
and literatures, especially those that reflect contemporary 
theoretical approaches to our traditional focus. 
 
Email:  clio@ipfw.edu 
Website:  http://www.ipfw.edu/engl/clio.html 

College of Arts and Sciences - Department of English and Linguistics 



How Long Have You Taught At IPFW? 

12 years — since 2001 

Where Were You Born? 

I was born in Sichuan, the southwest part of China, 
where hot food is well known.   

If We Were Going to Visit Your Hometown or 
China, What Would Be Something That We 
Would Have To Do?  

I recommend three things to do: 1) visit the giant  
Buddha statue in Le Shan (the largest in the world, 
near Chengdu), Er Mei Mountain nearby, and the Nine 
Village Valley in northeast Sichuan; 2) spend a few 
days in Chengdu，a major cosmopolitan city in China, 
known for its languorous lifestyle, delicate gardens, 
and spicy food; 3) spend a couple of days in Chong-
qing, China’s “City of Hills” to enjoy its world  
famous hot pot food and its tantalizing night scenery.  
 
What Is Something Interesting About You That 
Most People Don’t Know? 

How I became an English major in college. I attended  
high school where my father was a Chinese teacher.  
He had a colleague, an English teacher, who was 
coaching English for some kids with parents like  
mayors on the weekends and agreed to coach me, too. 
He said I must have a tape-recorder in order to learn 
correct pronunciation and intonation of “standard  
English.”  I asked him whether it was possible to learn 
English without a tape-recorder. He said “no.” I walked 
home that night, thinking “too bad I don’t have a tape-
recorder, but perhaps he was only kidding, perhaps I 
could beat the odds.” I took the entrance exam for  
college and chose English as my major; I was one of 
the three students out of 400 graduates to be admitted 
into college that year. Besides, I had to pass an oral 
exam to be accepted as an English major. The  
examiners were quite impressed with my spoken  
English, and I found that, after all, it was possible to 
learn English well without a tape-recorder. The only 
thing I did not know at the time was that it was just 
the beginning of part of my life trying to beat odds that 
seemed impossible at the time.    
 
Have You Always Wanted To Be A Professor?  

No, in my wishful thinking I had fancied becoming a 
diplomat of some kind with my English skills, working  

Faculty Spotlight: Dr. Lidan Lin 
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at a place like the   
United Nations, but the  
university I was       
attending was offering 
an exam to select    
students to teach there. 
It was said that only 
few top students could 
be selected, so I took 
the exam and passed it. 
That meant that I had to graduate one year earlier, and 
so I did. Luckily, I have no regrets for the  
decision I made. 
 
What Courses Do You Teach?  

I teach 20th-century British fiction and poetry and a variety 
of undergraduate and graduate literature courses 

What Can Students Expect In One Of Your Cours-
es? 

A reasonable amount of reading materials, multiple  
assessment measures, multiple instructional modes, plus a 
friendly instructor. I try to teach two things in all my clas-
ses, which, I believe, are among the best values of college 
education: intellectual perspectivism and cultural relativ-
ism; they help students see things from different angles.  
 
If You Could Create the “Ideal” Educational System 
Based On Your Knowledge And Experiences, What 
Would It Look Like?  

I studied in China, England, and the US, so I’ll use their 
educational systems as examples.  I think each  
educational system has its strengths and weaknesses. I 
like the Chinese emphasis on gaining in-depth knowledge 
of a subject and I like the British and American emphasis 
on gaining the depth and breadth of a subject. Yet, in all 
three systems, the notion of education as a means to  
upward mobility tends to be dominant, as opposed to the 
notion of cultivating a person’s whole growth. In my view, 
an ideal educational system in today’s global world should 
include four dimensions: 1) understanding different  
cultures; 2) setting free the imagination; 3) fostering 
learning;  4) cultivating the love of hearts. In order for the 
graduates to become world leaders and global citizens, 
they need to understand other cultures.  About  
imagination, Einstein said long time ago that “imagination 
is more important than knowledge,” and many would 
agree with that.  

College of Arts and Sciences - Department of English and Linguistics 
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Letter Tiles Word Game 

 
Unscramble the letter tiles to create popular Shakespearian 

phrases. Each set of tiles below will spell out a separate 
phrase. There are three (3) phrases below. Visit our  

Facebook page for clues or hints to answer the puzzles.  

College of Arts and Sciences - Department of English and Linguistics 



Name:  

Elizabeth Kohns 

Do You Have A Preferred Name or Nickname?  

“Sookie” 

How Did You Get the Nickname “Sookie”?  

Everyone says I look like Sookie Stackhouse, the  
protagonist fictional character in The Southern Vampire 
Mysteries book series, but I think they just say that 
because I’m southern though.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Your Major? 

Bachelor of Arts in English with a concentration in  
Literature.   
 

Do You Have a Minor? 

My minor will be in History. I am hoping that with  
studies in both English and history, I will broaden my 
options for employment upon graduation.    
 

When Will You Graduate?  

I am currently a senior, and will graduate in December 
2013.  

What Do You Plan To Do After Graduation? 

After graduation, I plan to substitute teach while I seek 
employment. I prefer to work in middle or high school 
classrooms, as that is where I intend to be employed 
after graduation. While subbing, I will see what  

Student Spotlight: Elizabeth “Sookie” Kohns 
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opportunities open up or present themselves and consider 
my options.  

Do You Have A Favorite Class That You’ve Taken 
While At IPFW?  

I really enjoyed taking 20th Century World History with 
Dr. Livschiz. The course incorporated literature with world 
events, so in a sense, it combined my two degrees.  

Tell Us About Your Family: 

I married my husband, Shane, 7 years ago. Together, we 
have three children, Keyana, age 6 and in first grade;  
Desmond, age 3; and our newest bundle of joy, Coraline, 
age 5 months.  
 
What Is It Like Being a Mother and Student at the 
Same Time? What Are Some Challenges or Benefits 
That Go Along With It?  

It’s a lot harder than the first time I attended college. 
With children, I have to balance school and home life, 
which isn’t always easy. Now, I have to postpone working 
on my homework until after they are sleeping. It can be 
late before I can begin some days, especially with a little 
one.  
 
I can say that having children, however, keeps me on 
task. Because I have such a small window of time to work 
on my school work, I have to take advantage of my time 
and use it wisely. I am a much more productive student 
having children.   
 

College of Arts and Sciences - Department of English and Linguistics 

Creative Commons royalty-free image by:  
http://frostdusk.deviantart.com/art/Sookie-207379694 

Elizabeth with her husband and children.  



PAGE 8 VOLUME 5 ,  ISSUE 2,  
SPRING 2013 

College of Arts and Sciences - Department of English and Linguistics 

#Hot Apps For Writers, Linguists, & Rhetoricians 

Apps for Writers: 

iJournaler  

Price: $2.99 

Requirements: compatible with 
iPad. Requires iOS 3.2 or later 

A journal replicated, writing tool 
that allows users to maintain their 
journal writing in a secured envi-
ronment. Best of all, it is always 
with you. Anytime a writer has 
journal worthy thoughts, iJournaler 
is at their fingertips. 

Story Tracker  

Price: $6.99 

Requirements: compatible with 
iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad.  
Requires iOS 4.3 or later. Opti-
mized for iPhone 5.  
 
A submission tracking tool for writ-
ers allowing users to monitor the 
submission of stories, novels, po-
ems, scripts, and articles easily. 
View markets, submission date, 
responses, and statistics such as: 
number of stories, rejections and 
sales, publications, and publication 
income.  
 

Notably 

Price: $4.99 

Requirements: compatible with 
iPad. Requires iOS 4.2 or later.  

Fantastic for the serious writer. 
Combines the luxury of Dropbox to 
your iPad writing experience. Doc-
ument stories and store school or 
work notes within this interface 
while controlling text and font 
styles. App is password secured to 
protect your work while on the go.  

Dropbox allows you to sync your 
work with any operating device.   

Chronicle  

Price: $2.99 

Requirements: compatible with 
iPad. Requires iOS 5.0 or later 

This app allows users to chronicle 
ideas, stories, and life events in a 
single journal. Shares images,  
stories, and calendar events. Can be 
exported to email, PDF, and  
websites.  
 

Apps for Educators: 
Elementary Education 

 
The Brainstormer  

Price: $1.99 

Requirements: compatible with 
iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad.  
Requires iOS 5.0 or later. 
 
This app tool can provide inspiration 
for any writer, painter, or creative 
endeavor. Shaking the phone launch-
es the three slot randomizer to pro-
vide bases for writing.  
 
Classroom Ideas: Provide 15-20  
minutes a day for free writing. Have 
students shake their iPad for a  
random writing topic. During their 
free write, students can create a sto-
ry based on the creative ideas the 
Brainstormer spits out. Can be used 
in elementary and middle school 
classrooms.  

Middle & High School Education 

Outline Pro 

Price: $9.99 

Requirements: compatible with iPad. 
Requires iOS 5.0 or later.  

An app that makes outlining fun. Help 
your students organize thoughts into 
sections such as topic, thesis, introduc-
tion, body paragraphs, and conclusions 
with customized bullets and word count  
features. App allows users to move 
thoughts up and down to organize 
thought flow. Outlines can be exported 
to favorite writing apps to become a text 
draft, PDF, or OPML. Features Dropbox, 
Google Drive, and Box Integration tools.  
Classroom Ideas: students will enjoy 
planning their outlining their papers with 
Outline Pro. Help them understand how 
to formulate ideas, organize thoughts, 
and apply them to writing for  
strengthened rhetoric. Students will  
enjoy this style of writing!  
 

All Educators 

Reflector/Air Play 

Price: $12.99 single user or 
           $54.99 multi-license 
Wirelessly stream what’s on your iOS 
device to your Smartboard, Mimeo, or  
HDTV and speakers via Apple TV. Users 
can mirror exactly what’s on an iPod 
touch, iPhone, iPad or Mac to a larger 
screen using a Wi-Fi network for an  
audience to see. Web pages, games, 
photos, videos, spreadsheets, class  
material and more can be shared with 
others in a room. Annotate wirelessly. 
 
Classroom Ideas: purchase a single 
user license and students can sync their 
iPads or Mac with the Smartboard to  
interactively participate in classroom 
learning.  
 

For Links To Download 
These 5 Star Apps 

Check Out Our  
Facebook Page 

Download these #Hot Apps to your Apple products for 4 and 5 star user-rated apps for writers, linguists, & rhetoricians. Below 
you’ll find the cost to download, system and product requirements, and a brief description of the app features. We’ve shared 
some fun ways to use these apps, too. Dream up your own uses and share them with us and others on our Facebook page. 



From their desks, students can 
write and work on the Smartboard 
answering questions, annotating 
texts, editing materials, and more. 
This app is a wonderful interactive 
tool to keep students engaged.   

University and College  
Education 

 
Annotate PDF 
Price: $10.49 

Requirements: compatible with 
iPad. Requires iOS 5.0 or later.  

Winner of 2012 Tabby Award for 
Best Productivity App, users can 
read, annotate, and share PDFs to 
improve productivity, reduce clut-
ter, and collaborate more effective-
ly. Users can take notes on lecture 
slides, annotate documents, grade 
papers, and more. Capabilities of 
Annotate PDF: annotate, custom-
ize, scroll, search, navigate, multi-
task, connect, flatten, share, sum-
marize, organize, manage files, 
present, all in a secure environ-
ment.  

Apps For Linguistics 

Linguistics Spotlight 

Price: Free 

Requirements: compatible with 
iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad. Re-
quires iOS 3.2 or later.  

This app provides the latest infor-
mation on conferences and confer-
ence tweets, traveler’s guide to 
conference locations, articles and 
books with the ability to “follow” 
favorites, access to publishing 
workshops in audio and PDF for-
mats, customizable YouTube 
search tool for educational videos, 
and the ability to bookmark con-
tent and add to RSS feeds and 
share content on Facebook or 
Twitter.  

iThoughtsHD  

Price: $9.99 

Requirements: compatible with 
iPad. Requires iOS 5.1 or later.  

This app is a mindmapping tool. 
Easily captures ideas and adds 
style and details in form task 
management and notes. Organize 
projects and thoughts simply.  
 

Literature Apps 
 

GoodReader 

Price: $4.99 

Requirements: compatible with 
iPad. Requires iOS 4.3 or later.  

GoodReader users are in luck! 
With this super useful app, read-
ers are able to read virtually any-
thing—books, movies, maps, and 
pictures—anywhere. Even better, 
users have access to typewriter 
text boxes, sticky notes, lines, 
arrows, and free hand drawings 
on top of the PDF file text. This 
app allows users to sync with 
Dropbox, SkyDrive, SugarSync, 
 and more, Annotate, manage 
files, transfer files, sync files and 
folders, utilize PDF hyperlinks,  
zoom in and out of text, and 
much more. Truly a must have for 
all readers.  

 

#Hot Apps For Writers, Linguists, & Rhetoricians 
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Apps For Anyone!  
Dropbox  

Price: Free 

Requirements: compatible with iPhone, 
iPod touch, and iPad. Requires iOS 5.0 or 
later; optimized for iPhone 5.  

Dropbox allows users to access photos, doc-
uments, and videos anywhere and share 
them easily. Access any file saved to Drop-
box from all computers, iPhone, iPad, and 
the Dropbox web site. Never worry about 
forgetting your flash drive again.  

Evernote     

Price: Free 

Requirements: compatible with iPhone, 
iPod touch, and iPad. Requires iOS 5.0 or 
later. This app is optimized for iPhone 5. 

Users can organize and save ideas across all 
devices used for increased productivity, rec-
ord voice and audio notes, email notes, 
snap images of whiteboards and books, 
take class or meeting notes, draft agendas, 
organize recipes, view saved web pages, 
product/price comparisons, and manage 
finances all in one simple to use app.  

Apps For Students 

Notability 

Price: $1.99 

Requirements: compatible with iPad.   
Requires iOS 5.0 or later.  

Users get the best of handwriting, PDF   
annotation, typing, recording, media      
imaging, and organizing for academic note-
taking. Capture ideas, share insights, and 
present information from one app. Syncs 
with  Dropbox, Google Drive, Box, or Web-
DAV.  

College of Arts and Sciences - Department of English and Linguistics 

  

  

Photo courtesy of Creative Commons: 
http://www.webdesignhot.com/free-vector-
graphics/vector-ipad/   



Who: The College 
of Arts & Sciences, 
Department of 
English and  
Linguistics 
 
What: Children’s 
Book Drive for  
Underprivileged  
Children 
 
When: Throughout 
the entire month of 
April, the Depart-
ment of English 
and Linguistics will 
be collecting new 
and gently used 
books.  

Where: A  
collection box will 
be located in the 
main office Liberal 
Arts Building, RM 
153.   

English Department Sponsors Book Drive for Children 
A book drive has been slated to benefit the children of Washington Elementary School, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana.  
 
The Department of English and Linguistics, at IPFW, will be taking part in a service project 
throughout the month of April, collecting new and gently used children’s books for students in 
grades PK-5. At the conclusion of the Book Drive, books will be donated to benefit the students of 
Washington Elementary School. Students, alumni, faculty, and community members are asked to 
help support the goal of raising 100 books. Monetary donations may be given in lieu of books. 
All money given will be used toward the purchase of books to be donated.  
 
A list of books can be found at book drop off location sites: Barnes at Noble bookstore, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, the office of the English Department, LA 153, and Dr. Rumsey’s Office, LA 043. 
Donors may also view a list of books by visiting the web site: http://my.barnesandnoble.com/
communityportal/WishList.aspx.  
 
About Washington Elementary School:   
Washington Elementary educates 266 students, grades PK-5, on the southeast side of Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. Nearly all students come from high risk, low poverty homes. School wide, 86.6% 
of students receive free lunch, another 3.4% receive reduced lunch.  
 

Photo courtesy of 
Creative Commons 
royalty-free  photos: 
www.hcpl.net   
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