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Notes from the Interim Chair
Jonathan Dalby, Ph.D.
The search for a permanent department chair 
this year was unsuccessful, so I have agreed to 
keep the job while the search continues. Although 
it can be said that the department encountered 
some problems this year, we have also achieved 
some notable successes. The number of students 
declaring CSD as their major is increasing, 
continuing the trend of the last few years.

Twenty-two CSD students received bachelor’s de-
grees in the 2011–12 academic year; six have so far 
been accepted into graduate programs in speech-
language pathology and one in social work. A new 
club is thriving, Autism Speaks U, started largely 
on the initiative of CSD students Jodi Intellicato and 
Kristen Chalfant. The Speech and Hearing and ASL-
PAH! Clubs are thriving as well, and both have had 
very successful years. 

Opportunities for CSD students to participate in valu-
able service-learning programs continue to expand. 
The third annual Fall AAC Camp was held in October 
under the direction of Sharon Egly. Students were 
able to participate in the camp activities for one hour 
of credit or as volunteers. This was the second year 
Sharon supervised CSD students seeking gerontol-
ogy certificates in the Photography as Language 
program, described below. Other CSD seniors had 
the more traditional opportunity to provide therapy 
to area citizens during the annual spring semester 
clinic, also under her supervision. 

From the IPFW Communication 
Disorders Clinic: 

Thirteen students performed clinic in the spring 
with four students earning gerontology certificates. 
Three of the students participated with their geriatric 
clients in Photography as Language, described 
below. Other clients included a university student, 
a geriatric client, seven school-aged children, and 
two preschoolers. Two of the clients “graduated” 
from speech and the remainder made substantial 
progress toward their goals. Congratulations to 
Shala Bradley, Paige Conwell, Christine Faghihi, 
Ashley Feller, Holly Gayheart, Nichole Hall, Melissa 
Helm, Stephanie Loeslie, Stefanie Masters, Marina 
Poggiali, Kayla Szoldrak, Jen Womack, and Camille 
Zimmerman for jobs well done!

Photography as Language: 

During the 2012 spring semester at IPFW, 
the Department of Visual Communication and 
Design (VCD) assisted CSD in a program called 
Photography as Language. This collaboration 
provided an opportunity for three CSD student 
clinicians (Ashley Feller, Holly Gayheart and 
Melissa Helm) to build their skills in working with 
gerontology clients who had suffered speech-
impairing strokes. Using photographs which the 
clients created as a focus for conversational 
interaction, the student clinicians were able to 
elicit increasingly complex and precise utterances 
from their clients. Jim Gabbard, a VCD instructor, 
provided guidance in what constitutes good 
photography using point-and-shoot digital 
cameras. Brittany Wilcoxson and Sarah Statton, 
students in upper level photography classes, 
attended the group speech therapy sessions to 
assist with editing and enhancing photos, as well 
as instructing clients in photographic techniques 
and camera functions. Along with developing 
their instructional abilities, the students learned 
about aphasia/stroke and how using planned 
conversational strategies can assist clients in 
relearning conversational skills.

This is the second year for the collaborative effort 
in which CSD students earned credit toward 
certificates in gerontology. The students presented 
their work to CSD students and faculty on April 16. 
The photos were then exhibited on April 28 in 
the Visual Arts Building, where friends, family, and 
the public could enjoy the results of the 
participants’ work.

Gerontology Certificates Awarded to 
Four Graduating Seniors: 

Ashley Feller, Holly Gayheart, Melissa Helm, and 
Jen Womack earned certificates in gerontology in 
addition to their diplomas in communication sciences 
and disorders. To accomplish this, they were required 
to complete 18 credit hours of study including a 
three-hour capstone course involving speech therapy 
with a geriatric client. Three of the student clinicians 
delivered therapy through their participation in the 
Photography as Language program. One student 
conducted one-on-one therapy as part of the regular 
spring clinic course, CSD 549.

From Professor Emerita 
Lucy Hess

Greetings. I am eagerly awaiting the newsletter to 
read about alums and recent graduates as well as 
the CSD department accomplishments. My first year 
of retirement has been full of interesting things to 
do and see. Travel included an August cruise with a 
friend down the Rhine River, which concluded in a 
railway trip across Switzerland. This past April my 
family took a family heritage trip to the Netherlands 
where we met relatives who share a great, great, 
great grandfather. Both trips were beautiful, 
interesting, and fun.

In between I have volunteered with children through 
Study Connection and Lunch Buddies and at my 
church. As a lifelong learner, taking courses on 
editing photographs added a new hobby. I am a 
novice, but learning. Although I miss seeing our 
wonderful students, there are many benefits to 
having time to volunteer, visit, see interesting 
places, and learn. I look forward to hearing about 
your adventures and families.

More Theatre Camp Fun!
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CSD Scholarships and Awards 2012

Nine of the department’s outstanding students were recognized with awards for their achievements at the 2012 College of Arts and Sciences Honors 
Banquet April 19.

Graduating (with distinction) senior Camille Zimmerman was named the Outstanding Communication Sciences and Disorders Major for 2012. This award 
acknowledges high standards of academic performance as well as leadership and service. While achieving a nearly perfect record of academic excellence, 
Camille worked as research assistant on a project that studied campus attitudes toward language. She also has an impressive list of volunteer activities that 
contributed to the department and to the wider community. We are happy to be able to say that, as always, the competition for this award was keen. Camille 
received a cash award from the Syracuse, Ind., Theta Sigma Chapter of Psi Iota Xi.

Seniors Destiny Torres and Danae Westgerdes were co-recipients of the 
Anne M. Balentine Scholarship. This generous scholarship is funded by 
the Conrad Balentine family of Bluffton, Ind., in honor of their daughter 
and sister Anne, who was deaf, blind, and physically challenged. Both 
recipients have outstanding academic records and are interested in 
professional careers that will aid people with disabilities.

Senior Rita Jakubowicz won the generous Downtown Sertoma William 
Doctor/Charles M. Henry Jr. Scholarship through her continuous record 
of notable academic achievement. William Doctor was a founding 
member of this Fort Wayne service club and Charles M. Henry Jr. is a 
current officer and donor. Rita has been active in the new IPFW chapter 
of Autism Speaks-U as well as in the Speech and Hearing and ASL-Pah 
clubs. She will complete the certificate in gerontology along with a 
bachelor’s degree next year. 

Senior Kayleigh Robinson received the first-ever After Sorority, 
All Philanthropic (ASAP) scholarship. ASAP was a chapter of Psi Iota Xi
until they broke away from national affiliation this year. In addition to 
her high level of academic work, Kayleigh has served her peers and 
the department by tutoring for several CSD courses. She aspires to a career as a speech language pathologist working with children and young adults 
with brain-injuries.

Senior Melissa Helm received the first-ever CSD Outstanding Service Award. This award is sponsored by the CSD faculty and alums. Melissa earned it for the 
remarkable energy she has demonstrated both in and outside of the classroom. The Speech and Hearing Club had an outstanding year of activity and achievement 
under Melissa’s leadership as president. She has also been a valuable asset to the department through her service as a peer tutor. 

Junior Teresa Barcenas is the recipient of a textbook award provided by the ThetaTheta Chapter of Psi Iota Xi. Teresa is another outstanding scholar in the 
department. She is an Honors Program student and has recently completed CSD 302, acoustics as an honors-option course.

All of these terrific students will have their names engraved on the appropriate plaques that hang in the CSD office in Neff Hall.

Junior Molly Hinderman was recognized as one of the two recipients of the College of Arts and Sciences Robert E. Wise Scholarship. Molly is a top-notch student 
with an impressive résumé of volunteer service in the Fort Wayne community. Her name will be inscribed on a plaque that hangs in the COAS conference room.

Graduating senior and CSD major Jen Womack was honored as the recipient of this year’s Gerontology Award for Excellence. She earned the certificate in 
gerontology along with a B.S. this year. 

Back row: Jonathan Dalby (chair), Teresa Barcenas, Rita Jakubowicz, Jennifer Womack, Melissa Helm,
                Kayleigh Robinson, Sharon Egly
Front row: Destiny Torres, Danae Westgerdes, Molly Hinderman

IPFW Poss-Abilities AAC 
Theatre Camp:

For the third year in a row, young people who use augmentative-
alternative communication devices came to the IPFW campus to 
participate in the Poss-Abilities AAC Theatre Camp over fall break 
weekend. The camp is an extension of CSD 405, Computer Applications 
in Speech Language Pathology, offered in the fall semester. It is 
supported by the Vice Chancellors for Student Affairs and Academic 
Affairs. Students taking CSD 405 have the option of taking a one-
credit “camp class” which provides hands-on experience working 
with young people and their communication devices. This year’s play 
was Stephanie’s Ponytail, written by Robert Munsch and illustrated 
by Michael Martchenko. This is a delightful story of a girl who wanted 
to be different from everyone. The surprise ending delighted the 
audience as well as the actors. A reception was held following the 
play, giving the public a chance to talk with the actors and their CSD 
student-assistants. A new theatre production is being planned for this 
year’s camp. It will be presented on the afternoon of October 7, the 
Sunday before fall break. All friends and friends-of-friends of the CSD 
department are invited to attend, of course.

IPFW Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders • Summer 2012
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 A  L  U  M  N  I   N e w s
Heather Allen (’96) 
Professional: Heather is currently working at Fort 
Wayne Community Schools with children with 
autism and those who use Augmentative Alternative 
Communication.

Tanya (Gamble) August (’11) 
Professional: Tanya is currently in graduate school at 
Bowling Green State University in Ohio (BGSU) (Class 
of 2013) and would like to work with adults. She is 
teaching an undergraduate class as a part of her 
assistantship. 
Personal: She married Matt in December 2011. 
He is a student at BGSU and works in Perrysburg at 
Best Buy.

Rachel Baker (’10) 
Professional: Rachel is currently attending Indiana 
State University and working on a master’s degree in 
speech pathology.

Danielle Bishop (’09) 
Professional: Danielle is working for the United States 
Postal Service as a postmaster relief. She is attending 
Ashford College online for a gerontology master’s 
degree, with completion set for 2014. 
Personal: She moved from Peru, Ind., to the nearby 
small town of Deedsville, where she is happy to finally 
live out in the country.

Megan Bowers (’11) 
Professional: Megan is currently enrolled in the 
Indiana University SLP program. She is planning her 
school and medical externships for spring 2013 to be 
back in Fort Wayne.

Ashley Couch (’09) 
Professional: Ashley will graduate in May with a 
master’s in ABA to be BCBA. She is working at 
Summit Radiology as a radiologist coordinator and 
efficiency trainer. 
Personal: She is planning for a September wedding in 
Fort Wayne.

Nancy Willig DeNise (’79) 
Professional: Nancy has worked as an SLP two days 
a week for the past two years; she also works as a 
tutor, training students with dyslexia. She is really 
enjoying using her iPad in therapy and is getting new 
ideas on speechroom.news.blogspot.com 
Personal: Her oldest son, Michael, graduated from 
the University of Toledo and will be married in August. 
She recently attended Ohio’s Speech, Language, 
Hearing Convention. 

Chelsea Dougal (’11) 
Professional: Chelsea graduated in fall 2011 and 
is working with Brueggemann Lumber to save for 
graduate school. She will attend IUPUI in fall 2012 to 
earn a master’s of social work.
Personal: She will be relocating to Indianapolis and 
is currently planning many camping trips and a 
week long fishing trip.

Chrystal (Motts) Dowty (’03) 
Professional: Chrystal is currently employed part time 
with Theracare Inc. working at the Cedars Retirement 
Community and Byron Heath Center.
Personal: She and her husband, Mike, have been 
married for almost nine years. They have a three-
year-old son and a new baby girl, Elianna Kate, born 
on New Year’s Day 2012.

Sharon Egly (’90)  
Professional: Sharon presented a poster session 
at the ASHA convention fall 2011 and was granted 
permission to do research on the benefits to campers, 
parents, and students at the AAC Camp during fall 
2011. She hopes to present the information at the 
International Society of AAC (ISAAC) International 
Conference. 
Personal: She will vacation in Banff, Canada, this 
summer. Her son, Keith, a firefighter with the Fort 
Wayne Fire Department, graduated in June with an 
associate degree in nursing. He has a bachelor’s 
degree from IPFW in psychology.

Kirsten Ferrigan (’11)  
Professional: Kristen was accepted to Tennessee 
State University for physical therapy.
Personal: She is moving to Nashville, Tenn., in May to 
begin graduate school.

Teri (Ousley) Fields (’00)  
Professional: Teri recently changed jobs after the birth 
of her second child in order to spend more time with 
her family. She works for Creative Health Solutions at 
their Warsaw site, Mason’s Health and Rehab. She is 
also on the PRN list for Parkview Hospital. 
Personal: Teri and her husband, Chad, have recently 
welcomed a new baby, Violet, in July 2011. She joins 
her big brother Nolan, age three. They are both such 
a delight. They now have four Tennessee walking 
horses, two cats, and a dog. 

Kelsey Fleming (’10) 
Professional: Kelsey is employed as an ABA therapist 
and is searching for a full-time position.
Personal: She was engaged on Dec. 16, 2011, and 
will be married on Oct. 6 of this year.

Lisa Ford (’05) 
Professional: Lisa has been working at Lutheran 
Hospital for four years with acute-care patients and 
with outpatients. She was recently certified as a 
brain injury specialist and is an active member of the 
brain injury support board. Lisa is also a member of 
Lutheran Cancer Care Committee, whose focus is on 
head and neck cancer.
Personal: She and her husband celebrated 
their 10-year anniversary in June with a trip to
South Carolina.

Stephanie Fryback (’11) 
Professional: Stephanie is enrolled in the master’s 
program in special education with an emphasis on 
autism and applied behavior analysis at Ball State 
University. She is employed at Keystone Behavior 
Pediatrics as a behavior specialist, where they 
provide an integrated-services approach to 
children with disabilities.
Personal: She moved to Jacksonville, Fla., in August 
2011.

Nancy Gilliom (’85)  
Professional: Nancy graduated from Purdue in 
1995 with a Ph.D. in audiology. She has been an 
ex-officio board member of the Academy of Doctors 
of Audiology (ADA) for four years and the editor of 
Audiology Practices, the official publication of the 
ADA. She resigned this post in 2010. Dr. Gilliom 
currently has a private practice in Jacksonville Fla., 
and has recently opened a second office in 
Jacksonville Beach. 

Stephanie Hoppes (’09)  
Professional Update: Stephanie graduated in May 
from Indiana State University with a master’s degree 
in communication disorders and will finish the 
hospital practicum in August. She was awarded the 
graduate assistant position for three consecutive 
semesters and will graduate with educational honors. 
She was also awarded the Indiana Lion’s Speech 
and Hearing Inc. graduate scholarship in December. 
Faculty and staff at Indiana State University 
nominated Stephanie for the Outstanding Graduate 
Student Clinician Award at this year’s Indiana Speech-
Language-Hearing Association (ISHA) convention. 
She presented her graduate student research at both 
the 2011 ISHA annual convention and the American 
Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) 
annual convention in San Diego in November 2011. 
Her future aspirations include returning to school to 
pursue a doctoral degree with areas of interest in 
neurological disorders, such as cerebral palsy and 
aphasia; and cognitive disorders, such as dementia 
and traumatic brain injury.
Personal: Stephanie is getting married in August to 
Mike Linder. They have been dating for seven years 
and are relocating to Indianapolis following the 
honeymoon. Oswald (their dog) is now three years old 
and is doing well. For those who remember him as a 
10-pound puppy, he now weighs 71 pounds. 
 
Jade Januseski (’10) 
Professional: Jade was nominated for the Outstanding 
Student Clinician award at Ball State University and 
was presented with this award at ISHA 2012.
Personal: She was engaged in February. 

Rachel Kline (’08)
Professional: Rachel completed a master’s degree in 
communication disorders at Indiana State University 
and is employed by ProStep at Canterbury Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center in Fort Wayne.
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Chanda Lichtsinn (’96)
Professional: Chanda has been with Turnstone for 14 
years and was named pediatric therapy manager this 
year. During this year she assisted in the development 
and implementation of the Augmentative Alternative 
Communication (AAC) Lab at Turnstone as part of 
the $1.4 million pediatric therapy expansion. Chanda 
graduated from Northeast Indiana Nonprofit Alliance 
(NINA) Leadership Fort Wayne as a part of her 
management training in April. She continues to teach 
two classes each spring and fall at IPFW. 
Personal: She and her husband celebrated 31 years of 
marriage in June. They enjoy spending as much time 
as possible with their grandchildren, Kerrigan, six, and 
Brayden, four.

Kara (McCrory) Lowenstein (’07)
Professional: Kara recently switched from long-term 
care to Fort Wayne Neurological Center as 
an out-patient therapist with a specialty in 
neurological disorders. She is employed at 
Indiana Physical Therapy.

Sandra McKinnis (’72)
Professional: Sandra received a patent for her Easy 
Eye Tracker Reading Tool. Her book, The Processing 
Program, was recently published by Super Duper 
Publications.
Personal: She has a new daughter-in-law from 
Russia. Son Scott joined the Air Force reserves. 
Sandra still loves ocean kayaking at age 61 and loves 
Alaska after 27 years.

Sarah (Hobbs) Miner (’07)
Professional: Sarah graduated from Ball State 
University in May 2011 with a doctorate in audiology. 
She is working as an audiologist with Ear, Nose, and 
Throat (ENT) Associates and is teaching at IPFW.
Personal: She married Donovan in October 2011.

Erin Morrill  (’05)
Professional: Erin is working for Brank Intermediate 
School District.
Personal: She is married to John and they have three 
children: Emma, nine; Harper, two; and Nolan, 
seven months.

Rosanna Shenkel-Boardman (’06)
Professional: Rosanna is currently working full time 
with special educational classrooms in Arizona 
schools. She is supervising a clinical fellowship year 
and is a PRN at Yuma Rehabilitation Hospital. She is 
also a PRN at a private practice with pediatrics.
Personal: She was married to Curtis Boardman in 
June 2011 and they are expecting a baby boy in 
July 2012. Her son, Christopher, nine, is doing well 
in school and was named as a “Go-Getter” with his 
picture displayed in the Yuma Sun Newspaper.

Karrie Steenport (’08)
Professional: Karrie earned her Certificate of Clinical 
Competence in July and moved to Fort Wayne to work 
in a small private school. She feels it was a good 
switch from public schools.
Personal: She and her husband, Brad, have been 
married for a year and a half. They have a 
dog, Sophie.

Pam Wilke (’10)
Professional: Pam has been accepted into the 
master’s program in speech-language pathology at 
St. Louis University.
     
A heartfelt thank-you to the alumni who took time out of their 
busy lives to share their personal and professional information. 
Sincerely, your editor, Chanda Lichtsinn (B.S. ’96) 

2011–12 Graduates
This academic year, 22 CSD students earned 
bachelor’s degrees. The graduates are Shala 
Bradley, Paige Conwell, Chelsea Dougal, Christine 
Faghihi, Ashley Feller, Holly Gayheart, Ashleigh 
Gerardot, Lydia Gossman, Jennifer Grote, and 
Nichole Hall, Melissa Helm, Amanda Hirschey, Jodi 
Intelicato, Stephanie Loeslie, Elizabeth Macias, 
Stefanie Masters, Marina Poggiali, Kayla Szoldrak, 
Sarah Swanson, Chelsea Wahl, Jen Womack, and 
Camille Zimmerman. Amanda Hirschey and Marina 
Poggiali graduated with highest distinction. Jodi 
Intellicato and Camille Zimmerman graduated with 
distinction. Congratulations and best wishes to all of 
you as you begin the next phase of your lives.

Graduates who are pursuing master’s degrees in 
speech pathology include Paige Conwell (Indiana 
State University), Jennifer Grote (Northern Illinois 
University), Marina Poggiali and Jen Womack 
(Bowling Green State University, Marina with 
an assistantship), Kayla Szoldrak (Ball State 
University) and Camille Zimmerman (Columbia 
University Teachers College). Chelsea Dougal will 
pursue a master’s degree in social work at Indiana 
University–Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI). 
Congratulations to these students as they move to 
the next stage of their careers.

American Sign Language Pah Club
The ASL-Pah Club hosted the annual Deaf, Deaf 
World event in March. Officers elected for the 2012–
13 academic year are: Karissa Mills, president; 
Stephanie Shamo, vice president; Kat Schaffer, 
treasurer; Lisa Quach, secretary; Alicia Bigelow, 
historian; Teresa Barcenas, publicist. The group has 
a Facebook page, keep up with what is happening 
by searching for American Sign Language Pah Club 
or by visiting: http://on.fb.me/O3QmES

Sharon Egly Presents AAC Camp 
Survey Data at ASHA

As a follow-up to the great success of the 
third annual Fall Augmentative/Alternative 
Communication (AAC) Camp, Sharon Egly conducted 
a satisfaction survey of the CSD students who were 
involved as facilitators, AAC device programmers, 
scenery designers, builders and painters, personal 
assistants, gofers, and all around helpers. Though 
it was well known through anecdotal reports that 
students found the camp to be a terrific learning 
opportunity, Sharon wished to quantify those reports. 
She asked the nine students to respond on a five 

point Likert scale to seven measures of satisfaction 
with the experience. The results showed the students 
to be nearly unanimous in their evaluations of the 
camp experience as most satisfactory. There was 
complete agreement that the camp had been an 
important learning experience. This survey is part of 
a larger study that includes surveys of the campers 
themselves and of their parents/caregivers. The 
results of the entire study have been accepted for 
presentation to the International Society of AAC at a 
conference in Philadelphia in August. 

Autism Speaks U. 

On the initiative of graduating CSD senior Jodi 
Intellicato, the department received permission in 
spring 2011 to sponsor a new club on campus. 
Membership in Autism Speaks U-IPFW is open to 
all students. The club holds fundraisers to support 
the national Autism Speaks organization to sponsor 
research as well as events to raise public awareness 
of autism and autism spectrum disorders. This past 
year, group members participated in a walk at the 
Allen County Fairgrounds, Light It Up Blue, Sensitive 
Santa, and Sensitive Easter Bunny. Blue valentine 
carnations were sold in Kettler Hall and other small 
fundraisers were held. Club members Kat Shaffer 
and Lisa Quach won the campus-wide Halloween 
pumpkin-carving contest, which came with a $200 
prize for the club! Future goals for the group include 
increasing membership, holding more on-campus 
activities, and increasing fundraising efforts. Officers 
elected for the 2012–13 academic year include: Tina 
Peaks, president; Diana Wayman, vice president; 
Sadie King-Hoffman, secretary; Lisa Quach, treasurer; 
Kristen Chalfant, historian. The group has a Facebook 
page, keep up with what is happening by searching 
for Autism Speaks U–IPFW on FaceBook or by visiting: 
http://on.fb.me/NthcWm

Sensitive Santa and Sensitive 
Easter Bunny

Autism Speaks U-IPFW and the Speech and 
Hearing Club combined efforts to stage events 
that allowed children in our community who have 
autism the opportunity to have their pictures taken 
with Santa in December and the Easter Bunny in 
April. Because having pictures taken at the mall 
can be overwhelming for these children, having an 
event where they can play games, get used to the 
costumes, and be photographed when comfortable 
in the environment is particularly important. Club 
members manned tables and encouraged children 
in playing games, coloring pictures, or manipulating 
craft activities using theme-related materials. 
The pictures were emailed to parents/caregivers 
following the event. All of the parents appreciated the 
opportunity to take part. The events were advertised 
through Turnstone, Easter Seals Arc, and other 
venues. Both clubs plan to hold these events each 
academic year and ask that alumni will spread 
the word.
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Speech and Hearing Club

Under the leadership of senior Melissa Helm, the Speech and Hearing 
Club (SHC) was busy this past year starting with Freshman Fest in August 
and continuing through April’s activities of Sensitive Easter Bunny, Stop 
the Bop, and a Zumba fundraiser. In between those months, members 
hosted four guest speakers, the Make-it Take-it event, Sensitive Santa, 
The King’s Speech (movie night), two other Zumba fundraisers, and other 
activities. Jen Womack, a certified Zumba instructor, led the participants 
in these lively exercise movements that were enjoyed by all participants. 
SHC members also assisted with the IPFW Health Fair by handing 
out information concerning care of the voice, by performing hearing 
screenings, or by walking participants to and from the department. The 
success of the club in raising funds allowed for donations to Turnstone, 
Dusty Dreams, the SLPs at Bloomingdale Elementary School, and 
to the CSD department in support of the IPFW weekend AAC camp. 
Congratulations to new club officers: Chelsey Hazelett, president; Danae 
Westgerdes, vice president; Katlyn Knuth, secretary; Rita Jakubowicz, 
treasurer; Chelsea Schmidt, publicist; and Thomas Summerville, 
historian. The club’s Facebook page can be found by searching IPFW 
Speech and Hearing Club on Facebook or by visiting: http://on.fb.me/
OJs1mV

Tornado Relief

Members of the department’s clubs were given the opportunity to 
volunteer for tornado relief efforts in southern Indiana in mid-April, 
with several students and faculty (and one spouse) responding. Just 
days before the planned trip, we learned that most of the clean up had 
already been accomplished. With that information and a forecast for 
thundershowers over the weekend, the people in charge asked that we 

cancel the trip. While we were disappointed that we could not physically 
help, club members worked for several weeks on creating speech 
therapy materials from our collection of Make-it, Take-it activities. A 
bagful of these materials, a notebook full of patterns for creating more 
materials, and a small sum of money was donated to each of the two 
SLPs serving the Henryville area.

Thanks to the Sertoma Foundation and to the Fort Wayne 
Downtown Sertoma Club

The national Sertoma Foundation has once again provided financial 
support for CSD faculty with a stipend to defray some of the expense 
of attending the annual ASHA convention. The Fort Wayne Downtown 
Sertoma Club sponsors the affiliation of the CSD department with the 
national organization and has also supported our top students for 25 
years with generous scholarship awards.

Remembering Margaret Balentine

Long-time CSD student benefactor Margaret Balentine passed away 
in July of this year.The Balentine family has sponsored students in our 
department with generous scholarships since 1985 through a foundation 
established in honor of their daughter Anne M. Balentine.  Anne was born 
with multiple disabilities, including deafness.  Mrs. Balentine was 92.  
Her generosity, wit, and charm will long be remembered.

2011 IPFW AAC Theatre Camp
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Sign Language Choir 

The ASL Sign Choir members 
performed at three events this year: 
the Christmas party for the deaf 
community, the Indiana Speech/
Language and Hearing Association 
convention, and the IPFW graduation 
ceremony. Choir members included: 
Stefanie Masters, Marina Poggiali, 
Stephanie Shamo, Karissa Mills, 
Katrina Adams, Teresa Barcenas, 
Alicia Bigelow, Hailey Elizabeth, 
Alex Grate, Robin Grimm, Chelsey 
Hazelett, Rita Jakubowicz, Lisa 
Quach, Katherine Schaffer, and Danae 
Westgerdes. The choir is open to 
students from any IPFW program.

Pictured here: Stephanie Masters and Marina Poggiali performing at the IPFW commencement


