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COAS Executive Committee meeting 

February 11, 2014 

LA 160 8:00 am 

 

A. Argast 

S. Carr 

R. Hile; Presiding Officer 

C. Lawton 

A. Livschiz (absent) 

N. Virtue; Deputy Presiding Officer 

 

Meeting called to order 8:00 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to respond to the Curriculum Committee’s request for updated 

and clarified guidance on how to proceed with their charge to examine the COAS requirements 

in light of the changed General Education requirements.  The Executive discussed (1) the scope 

of the project, (2) how to present the topic to faculty members to maximize understanding, and 

(3) timetable and procedures for decision making. 

 

(1) Scope: The Executive Committee decided that addressing the specific situation of the impact 

of the new General Education requirements on the COAS requirements is a more manageable 

and realistic task than opening a wide-ranging discusson of “what we mean by a liberal arts 

education.”   

 

(2) Presenting information to faculty: It is important to have individual faculty members well 

informed about the issue, to increase the likelihood of intra-departmental communication in 

advance of a vote of the Council.  Information about the Curriculum Committee’s fact finding, 

proposals, solicitation of and response to feedback from chairs, and revisions to the proposals  

will be presented at the April 7 COAS Convocation.   

 

(3) Timetable and procedures: Because we will have missed the deadline to submit changes to 

the 2014-2015 undergraduate bulletin, the next deadline will be February 2015 for the 2015-2016 

bulletin. Thus, it is unnecessary to rush the process of feedback, revisions, and dissemination of 

information in order to come to a decision before the end of this semester.  Instead, we will plan 

for those activities to take place during the entire remainder of the Spring 2014 semester, 

including the April 7 Convocation and discussion afterward.  Having the COAS Council handle 

the decision making would be preferable to trying to take care of this in a meeting of the entire 

faculty.  Pushing the decision making to the Fall 2014 semester will make for a better process 

this spring without affecting our ability to make the February 2015 deadline for the 

undergraduate bulletin. 

 

Meeting adjourned 9:00 

 


