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I was fortunate to receive a Summer Instructional Development Grant from Center for 

Enhancement of Learning and Teaching at IPFW in summer 2005. With the support of this grant, 

I have developed a new course INTR330: Culture and Design: A Cross-Cultural Comparison of 

Architecture during summer 2005. This course was designed as interior design elective course 

for newly developed B.S. in Interior Design Program, as well as a general education course in 

Area IV Humanistic Thought to fulfill the diversity requirement on campus (It is in the approval 

process as general education course). This course focuses on the comparison between Western 

and Eastern architecture. The inter-relationship of architecture and culture is examined through 

design theories and philosophy expressed by means of architecture digital photos and DVDs.  

The grant was for the purpose of development of this new course. First of all, the course 

objectives were defined. The first objective of this course is for students to develop a concept of 

the socio-cultural, historical, and environmental factors that influence the structure and meaning 

of architecture. The second objective of this course is for students to understand that architecture 

as the physical expression of ideas can reflect culture, political, and economic aspects of society. 

The last objective of this course is for students to develop a concept of cultural diversity through 

meaningful comparisons between Western culture that has shaped them and Eastern culture, 

which is different from theirs. The emphasis will be placed on the dynamics of cultural 

dimensions in design and the built environment. 

Second, the course format and class activities were designed. Since interior design or 

architectural design is a profession which expresses its final products by means of visual images, 
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Power Point presentation is used in this course to combine visual images or video graphics to 

achieve a dynamic result in the learning process. Not only interactive multimedia presentation is 

facilitated for the lecture, but also non-traditional class activities, such as presentations and show 

play, group studies and cross-cultural comparison notebooks are required for this course. The 

course syllabus has been developed accordingly. All suggested reading books have been chosen 

for this new course.  

This course covers a wide range of subject matters from cultural impact on human 

behaviors to space perceptions and design. The comparisons are focused on several topics such 

as palace architecture, houses, gardens, temples, city planning of the Eastern and the Western. 

My original goal was just to collect photos for different type of buildings and to develop the 

Power Point presentations with some handouts. However, in the process of collecting digital 

images, I found it is necessary to develop a student’s manual for students because it is almost 

impossible to find a textbook which covers all subject matters designed in this course. I decided 

to write a student’s manual instead of simple handouts while I collect photos either on the 

internet or scan them from books. The student’s manual was developed based on the course 

syllabus. It consists of eleven parts and totally sixty pages. Each part of the manual covers one 

subject matter which will be introduced to students. Followed each part, there is class activities 

and assignments designed for students to use. When I designed class activities, I tried to increase 

instructor-student interaction and student-student interaction. For example, when the concept of 

personal space is introduced, I will have students to determine how big their own personal space 

is for friends. It describes in the student manual “Have a friend stand a few feet away, and watch 

your neck (to avoid looking you in the eye) while he or she slowly walks toward you. The friend 

should not smile, laugh, or look you in the eye, just move slowly towards you. Tell your friend to 
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stop when you feel uncomfortable, and mark the distance”.  Students can repeat this activity to 

find out if they have a different 'comfort zone' for the opposite sex, for parents or for teachers. 

Another example is when culture concept is introduced; I will have students to give an example 

of cultural shock they have experienced in panel discussion. To increase student-student 

interactions, I will have each panel of students to plan a small show based on each student’s 

experience and play the show for each panel. Two judges will determine grade points for each 

show. 

Other non-traditional class activities include watching movies followed by panel 

discussion and writing essay, and field trips to visit significant architecture as well as group 

presentations. I have chosen specific movies for students which are relevant to the subject 

matters covered in the lecture. The cross-cultural comparison notebook is a final project for 

students. I have developed the rubrics for this project. The cross-cultural comparison notebook 

requirements and rubrics are in the student’s manual. It provides students with a clear project 

requirement and grading criteria in a tabulate format. 

In addition to the student manual, I have collected a great amount photos from a variety 

of resources such as internet and books. These photos are categorized by building types, such as 

the Eastern temples and the Western temples, the Eastern houses and the Western houses, etc. 

These digital images have been used in the Power Point slide presentations. I also selected pieces 

of movies from a number of DVDs about Chinese architecture and Culture. These DVDs were 

chosen for the integration of Audio and Video into the PowerPoint presentation. I am very 

proficient at making Power Point presentation, it is easy for me to create slide show for each 

lecture within a short time period. Collecting photos from internet and books is an on going 

process because I always want to add photos to the presentation. After these photos were 
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carefully chosen, it will only take a little bit efforts to organize them in Power Point presentation. 

It is a major frame work to get the student manual accomplished with class activities and 

assignments. With the establishment of this major frame work, all course contents are much 

easier to be organized and put together for Power Point presentations. I have done major Power 

Point presentations. I believe it won’t be a hard task to follow the sequence of the student manual 

and to refine all the Power Point presentations before the course is offered in fall 2006.  

Third, in addition to the development of student manual and Power Point presentations, I 

have applied a special fund ($3000) from Helmke Library to order DVDs to support this course. 

I strive to expose students to real architectural examples when design theory and philosophy are 

taught. However, it is hard to arrange field trips for students to visit those master pieces. 

Therefore, video presentation becomes a very feasible and convenient way to provide students 

with visual images in the classroom. It will give me a lot of flexibilities to arrange materials in 

the lectures. 

Finally, I also have developed the student survey for course assessment. The measures 

are for the evaluation of learning objectives. Some sample questions are: 

• This learning will affect my future daily life or my profession in a positive way 

• Architectural design has nothing to do with culture 

• Do you agree that architectural design reflect cultural influence  

• Do you agree that Cultural dimensions are important in sustainable design  

 The questionnaire will be refined when this course is offered. Both the mean score and 

the administration of results will employ the Likert scoring system. Each favorite statement 

would be followed by five degrees of agreement (strongly agree, agree, undecided, disagree, 

strongly disagree), which would be scored 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1, respectively. The same procedure 
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would be done with unfavorable statements except that these would be scored in the reverse 

direction (1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 respectively). I will distribute questionnaires to students who have 

taken this course. The data will be collected and analyzed. The analysis methods will be basic 

statistical calculation (mean and percentage), and may include some Chi-square distributions for 

group comparison purpose. 

In conclusion, the results of this course development have greatly benefited my 

professional development. I have explored innovative teaching method by enhancing the 

interaction between students and instructor through extraordinary class activities. I also have 

explored multimedia presentation with the special function of Power Point to integrate audio and 

video into presentations. As a significant result, I have presented a paper about this course design 

which is Meaningful Cultural Reflections in Sustainable Design at IDEC (Interior Design 

Educators Council) Midwest Regional conference in October, 2005 and shared the course 

development experience and innovative teaching methods with colleagues from other 

universities. At the conference, I received many positive feedbacks and was commended to 

submit another paper to 2006 IDEC International Conference for innovative teaching. As another 

significant result, 2006 ASEE conference has accepted my paper abstract about the course design 

and course assessment.  

I am pleased to report that with the support of this grant and my own efforts, I have 

explored and achieved the goals of innovative teaching. The outcome of this research grant will 

not only benefit students for their learning, but also benefits my professional development. It is 

my experience that students always love Power Point presentation with visual images, and they 

prefer dynamic interactions in the classroom. This course was designed based on the student 

preference. Thus, it should help students to achieve the learning objectives. I am grateful to 
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CELT and IPFW for the opportunity to enhance my teaching with innovative methods and 

technology. As significant results, it will yield two publications for national conferences which 

are great achievements in my professional development. I appreciate this opportunity and all 

supports I have received from CELT and IPFW community.        
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