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Service Learning Course Idea 
In the fall 2013, I will be teaching Hist B311—Holocaust and Modern Genocides. Students 
enrolled in this class (as well as students who already took this course when it was first 
offered in the Fall of 2010) with an interest in public history and local history would be able 
to enroll in a history topics course (1-3 credit hours). Students would be building on their 
study of the Holocaust and other genocides, by developing projects with local relevance, 
dealing with the question of how these global events affected people in Fort Wayne, people 
who came to Fort Wayne, and Fort Wayne, as a result of arrival of people who survived such 
traumatic events.  
 
The History Center has done research on the experiences of immigrant communities in Fort 
Wayne. Students could utilize the materials collected by the History Center, and branch out 
by identifying groups and individuals whose experiences they want to record and study. 
Some possible projects include: collecting oral histories, studying local newspaper coverage 
of the Holocaust or other genocides (comparing it to national coverage, etc.), using oral 
histories for research projects, etc. (The fact that some projects may involve collection and 
others research is why I think this course should be offered for variable credit.) 
 
The course will consist of two parts. For the first half of the semester, we will be meeting 
regularly and working through the necessary literature (methodology of oral history, local 
Indian history, etc.) I will be bringing in guests for some of the topics. By the second half of 
the semester, students will have decided on their projects and will begin to work 
independently, in regular consultations with me. At the end of the semester, students will 
present their findings.  
 
There are a number of ways that students will be able to present their work. In addition to 
the Annual Undergraduate History Department Conference held on campus in the spring, 
students with particularly strong projects will have the opportunity to present their work at 
the History Center. The History Center expressed an interest in publishing some of the best 
works in their newsletter. 
 
This project should promote greater cooperation between IPFW’s Department of History 
and the History Center. Students will have the opportunity to enrich the historical 
knowledge of their community, possibly adding materials to the museum collections.  
I am hoping this kind of practical experience will benefit the students in their post-
graduation professional work and strengthen their resumes when they are on the job 
market.  
 
I will do preliminary work on course design this year, and if it goes well, I plan to apply for 
the Scholarship of Engagement Faculty Grant from ICC. I believe that I will benefit from the 
training provided through this program as I develop my course. 

 


