
To: Suzanne Rumsey 

Re: Course Development 

Two semesters past I developed a course (Child Crisis and Intervention) that would 

accommodate the 200-level curriculum of the Sociology department. I have been encouraged 

by the chair, Dr. Peter Iadicola, to consider another 200-level course development.  

My focus has been on children within the range of birth to 7 years. My classes are developed 

toward an examination of the social environment of the child and the neglect and/or abuse that 

may impede healthy child development.  

The course that I want to develop and teach will carry this focus a step further to an 

examination of teens and adolescent behavior. This course will be viewed within several 

theoretical perspectives and succinctly at the symbolic interaction perspective. The 

examination will hone in on behavior that is “learned” from a diverse set of interactions in the 

child’s environment such as parenting, poor social interactions in the school environment, teen 

bullying and teen pregnancy. 

This course will be developed for an online class but, I hope to tailor it to the face-to-face 

environment of the classroom as well. I believe that were this class to be in a face-to-face 

environment at some future time that I may be able to utilize community resources in the way 

of agency representatives who work directly with this population in our community.  I have 

begun a list of the agencies that I am familiar with that are focused on this group of young 

people. 

I believe that the student of social work, human services, nursing, and early education would 

benefit from such curriculum. Notwithstanding the expected end result of the student in these 

fields of learning, the information that comes out of such a curriculum gives the average 

individual a deeper awareness of this social issue and brings home the importance of assisting 

children who are so often neglected and shoved aside with words such as “bad”, 

“irresponsible” and “promiscuous”. 

Khalilah Hanan, MSW, LTL, Indiana/Purdue University   


