
MEMORANDUM 

 TO: COAS Executive Committee 

FROM: COAS Curriculum Committee, Mark Jordan, Chair 

 RE: Addition of COAS Distribution Requirements for the BS 

 DATE: October 24, 2014 

Whereas changes to the General Education Program now permit BS students in the college to 
graduate with fewer courses in the disciplines of the college, particularly the distribution 
areas of Social and Behavioral Sciences and Humanities (see list attached), and 

Whereas a survey of the faculty in 2013-14 found the majority would prefer the degrees offered 
by the college to have a broad exposure to the liberal arts, and 

Whereas the prior General Education requirements plus college distribution requirements 
typically led to most BS students completing two courses in each of the distribution areas 
of Science and Mathematics, Social and Behavioral Sciences, and Humanities (see list 
attached), and 

Whereas most students in the college earning BS degrees have considerable exposure to courses 
in the sciences outside their own major departments, and  

Whereas the simplest matter is to state what the college expects of its graduates and permit such 
expectations also to meet general education requirements, and 

Whereas the COAS Curriculum Committee has approved these changes, 

Be it resolved that the COAS faculty approve the changes indicated below to the COAS 
requirements in the bulletin for the BS degree. 

Requirements for Bachelor of Science 

In addition to the IPFW General Education program and the requirements for your major, you 
must satisfy the following college requirements. Courses used to satisfy these requirements may 
also be used to satisfy IPFW General Education Requirements. 

Part C: Quantitative Reasoning 

You must complete one of the following quantitative reasoning courses: STAT 12500, MA 
14000, or MA 15300 with a grade of C- or better, or place higher than MA 15300. Note that 
for some degree programs a specific quantitative reasoning course or courses is required. 
The various courses differ with respect to emphasis on the foundations of mathematical 
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reasoning and their applications. You are strongly encouraged to consult your academic 
advisor as to which course would be most appropriate for you. 
 
Part D: Distribution 
 
A significant component of the College of Arts and Sciences education is the breadth of 
knowledge throughout the three major areas of Science and Mathematics, Social and 
Behavioral Sciences, and Humanities. You will accomplish this by completing 6 credits in 
each of these areas. You must complete at least one science course with a scheduled 
laboratory. This requirement may be met either by taking a lecture course that includes a 
scheduled laboratory or a lecture course plus a laboratory course designed to accompany it. 
With the exception of one course from your major discipline, credits in your major discipline 
or in directed study courses may not be used to satisfy this requirement. However, you may use 
courses from departments outside the department of your major but specifically required in 
your major to fulfill this requirement.  
 
 
Note 1: new language in bold and italics 
 
 
Members in favor   Members opposed 
E. Blakemore    None 
S. Buttes 
H. Dewey 
M. Jordan 
B. Kingsbury 
S. LaVere 
S. Mau 
D. Miller 
C. Ortsey 


