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Context:  Each program was asked to provide, as part of the state program review 
process, information on required field experiences, including number of hours and 
required tasks.  This document provides all of the feedback we received from the state 
reviewers regarding our field experiences. 
 
The programs are listed in alphabetical order by program type (e.g., Undergraduate 
Secondary). 
 

UNDERGRADUATE – ALL-GRADE PROGRAMS: 
 

FINE ARTS: VISUAL ARTS 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  XX YES   X NO 

 
Rationale:     
(NO):  Seems that student would be in both the elementary and high school 
classrooms more often than indicated. 
 
(YES):  I am not sure if their Program Field Experiences chart means the 
students have 63 or 93 hours of classroom exposure before student teaching 
(M201 boxes are unclear), but either way, this is sufficient.  Student teaching 
for 16 weeks is also adequate.  The specific focuses for each level of 
classroom observation are useful and allow students to zone in on one aspect 
of the classroom without getting overwhelmed early in their program.  It also 
allows them to start from the ground up in forming their own philosophy.   
 
(YES):  Matrix indicates hours in the field. 

 
A rejoinder was provided to the state in response to this condition.  On November 7, 2009 
we were notified that “A motion to accept the rejoinder for items #9 passed 
unanimously.” 
 
 
MILD INTERVENTION 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  XX YES    NO 

 



Rationale:     
(YES):  There are nine different field experiences described in Document 1.  
Each field experience has a different focus with the series starting with 
observation experiences and leading up to the final experience of student 
teaching in which all skills need to be demonstrated. 
 
(YES):  It appears that some of the field experience presented in document #1 
must be in conjunction with the general education curriculum, as they are not 
listed on the course requirements for the mild interventions course work. 
Some appear to be split time in sped. and gen. ed. which would be a good 
experience. I think earlier field experience, even if brief and for general 
observation purposes might be beneficial. 
 

 
MUSIC 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  XX YES   X NO 

 
Rationale:     
(YES):  There are indications of about 90 hours of internal supervised field 
experiences and 16 weeks of actual classroom teaching experiences. 
 
(NO):  In general, I would like to see more education programs provide a 
greater variety of field experiences for candidates.  The more and possibly 
more diverse or challenging an experience, the more the candidate will benefit 
from that experience.  This comment will not be considered as part of the 
evaluation of IPFW, as it is a preferential comment applied to all music 
preparation programs. 
 
(YES):  The program offers field experience with each teaching level and 
subject matter.   
 

 



UNDERGRADUATE – ECE/ELEM 
 
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION: 
 
9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 

 
     XX YES    NO 

 
Rationale:  
(YES):  Candidates engage in numerous field experiences in a P-12  classroom 
with 141+ hours prior to full-time student teaching. These hours are required in 
F300, W200, P249, E333, E337, and M201. The greatest concentration of hours 
are in M201 (TEAM I) with 70 field experience hours.   
 
(YES):  Field experiences are offered in a number of different courses.  No 
experiences found in different settings such as urban and rural. 

 
 
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION: 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  XX YES    NO 

 
Rationale:     
(YES):  The corresponding field experiences appear to be carefully designed 
and integrated to assist students in achieving desirable learning outcomes 
through connecting theory to practice. 
 
(YES):  Many experiences are offered. 

 
 



UNDERGRADUATE: SECONDARY PROGRAMS 
 

CHEMISTRY 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  XX YES    NO 

 
Rationale:     
(YES):  Field experiences are provided in several required courses; M101 
(with W200), M201 (with P250), M201 (with P253), M401 (with M449), 
M470 (ms practicum), and M480 (student teach). 
 
(YES):  Six field experiences in differing environments are required by the 
program. 
 

 
EARTH & SPACE SCIENCES 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  XX YES    NO 

 
Rationale:     
(YES):  Five field experiences focusing on different aspects of instruction 
prior to student teaching experience. However, M401, M470 (is this in 
addition to M480 for middle level certification? That is not clearly defined in 
document), and M480 all state that candidates "plan and implement content 
experiences" and are not addressed in the content standards matrix, yet they 
offer opportunities to assess candidate knowledge of INTASC standards that 
should be addressed and would probably provide some of the missing data for 
content and pedagogical knowledge and application. 
 
(YES):  Opportunities for classroom experience are evident in a variety of 
classes over the course of the program. 
 

 
ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  XX YES   X NO 

 
Rationale:     



(YES):  Program offers 3 supervised field experiences of 30 hours each, one 
practicum experience of 6 weeks full time and one student teacher experience 
of 10 weeks full time. 
 
(YES):  The narrative describes a consolidation of field experiences into one 
major placement.  This would seem to limit the diversity of candidates' 
experiences. 
 
(NO):  This is something the unit is addressing.  It is mentioned that an 
attempt is being made to "set up a field experience where pre-service middle 
school teachers can actually teach an interdisciplinary unit in a middle school 
setting."  They have assessed this as a shortcoming in their own program and 
are working on it.  Again, good work. 

 
A rejoinder was provided to the IDOE in response to this condition.  We received the 
following feedback on May 19, 2009 from Dr. Marg Mast, Coordinator for Educator 
Preparation, Office of Educator Licensing and Development:  “At the May 15, 2009 
Interim New Program Proposal Committee meeting, the motion to accept the rejoinder 
for item #9 passed unanimously.” 
 
 
LIFE SCIENCES 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  XX YES    NO 

 
Rationale:     
(YES):  Documents designate 93 hours of pre-student teaching experiences as 
part of several course offerings. Classroom observation is  the primary focus 
and there is a limited opportunity for supervised teaching during some 
courses. A 16 week student teaching experience is sufficient. 
 
(YES):  Ninety-three hours outside of student teaching in four different 
classes. 
 

 
MATHEMATICS 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  XXX YES   ____ NO 

 
Rationale:        
(YES):  Field experience is a strength of this program providing several 
opportunities for students to be in the classroom observing and participating 



with students.  Several required courses are listed over a range of educational 
topics.   
 
(YES):  Multiple field experiences are evident. 
 
(YES):  M101 gives a good introduction for students contemplating education 
as a career.  M201 and M401 give ample field hours. 
 

 
PHYSICS 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  xx YES   x NO 

 
Rationale:   
(Yes)In the process of evaluating the program at IPFW, I was impressed with 
the variety of field experiences required.   
(Yes) There seems to be a variety of field experiences. Some, like M201 seem 
to be data gathering experiences to support work in lecture courses. M401 is 
the conventional beginning field experience that depends so much on the 
Cooperating Teacher. It would be useful to know how Cooperating Teachers 
are chosen and assessed. On the other hand, M470, and M480 carry the same 
description. It would be helpful to know how these experiences differ. I 
believe there are a variety of field experiences, but it would be helpful if the 
descriptions were more specific and less generic. 
(No)It is not clear either from the Doc #2 or the course descriptions on the 
IPFW website whether the field experience available to the candidates 
includes any opportunities beyond student teaching 

 
A rejoinder was prepared for the state based on this feedback.  At the February 13, 2009 
Teacher Education Committee meeting, “A motion to accept the rejoinder for item #9 
passed unanimously.” 
 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  XX YES    NO 

 
Rationale:     
(YES):  Field experience connected to four courses, as well as Middle School 
Practicum and Student Teaching. 
 



(YES):  The program requires candidates to take 4 early field experience 
courses (M101, M201, M301, and M401) before they enter student teaching.  
Rubrics for student teaching (e.g., rubric for performance-based assessment of 
student teaching and artifacts in relation to student teaching in Portfolio 
assessment) are aligned with both the program's Conceptual Framework and 
INTASC standards. 
 

 
WORLD LANGUAGES 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  XXX YES    NO 

 
Rationale:     
(YES):  Education students have several “blocks” in conjunction with their 
methods classes in order to complete several field experiences prior to their 
student teaching. 
 
(YES):  The outline of required courses details the field experiences that are 
required. 
 
(YES):  Seems to be the usual: coursework with projects and papers, then a 
practicum and student teaching. There were two courses requiring 
participation in a real school setting before the student teaching experience. 
There seems to also be some designing of online instructional materials (but 
do they try these on real students?) 

 
 



GRADUATE PROGRAMS: 
 

BUILDING LEVEL ADMINISTRATION 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  X YES   XX NO 

Rationale:     
(NO):  I noted two lab/field experiences. I did not see a description or a 
syllabus.  I am not sure what your lab/field experiences could be. Are they 
internships? Unfortunately this question listed yes or no. It did not list to a 
great degree, moderate degree somewhat or not at all. So I chose no.  
Otherwise I would have put somewhat. 
 
(YES):  Very thorough interaction of program candidates with field 
experiences. 
 
(NO):  Although there is evidence of candidates meeting the ISLLC standards, 
there wasn't evidence indicating a VARIETY of  field experiences other than 
M501, A653.  A695 requires 10 hours per week over the course of the 
semester; M501 requires 10 hours TOTAL during 2 different courses.  There 
was no indication of students participating in field experiences outside of their 
own school/district (no alternate setting.) 

 
Two rejoinders were provided in response to this feedback.  On October 15, 2010, the 
following acknowledgement of passing this item was provided.  The letter stated, “ 
(Area #9) The concern about the program providing preparation across all developmental 
levels and diversity of experiences has been adequately corrected.” 
 
 
GIFTED AND TALENTED (HIGH ABILITY) 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
   YES   XX NO 

 
Comments/Rationale:  
(NO):  The field experiences are not well documented. The description under 
Teacher Education Courses (no page number provided), indicates that the major 
field experience is in W595 and requires that candidates “implement 
individualized projects in a school setting” for a total of 80 hours to “implement a 
G&T plan, collect student work samples, reflect on the experience, write a 
reflective paper on the project, and present the paper orally.” However, the 
individualized professional development plan described as meeting the practicum 
requirement would benefit from a well-developed scoring rubric for assessing GT 
standards. There is a further description of W595 found in the Changes to the 



Course description on page 22, describing changes in the assessment for Student 
Learning based on workplace setting as the “development and implementation of 
a school-wide enrichment program and/or teacher education workshops focusing 
on characteristics and needs of able students in multiple settings.”      
 
The Shadowing Activity (page 21 for Content Knowledge 2) could be viewed as

 diversity in field experiences but is not very solid as it does not ensure that the
 teacher interviewed is working with GT populations. There are specific teaching
 strategies and assessments that can be utilized for working with GT students on
 creativity but there is no evidence that standards addressing these strategies were
 included as part of this activity. Interviewing a creatively gifted teacher “who
 is the most creative teacher you know,” may or may not result in authentic field
 learning for GT candidates.  

 
(NO):  The program does require an extensive practicum experience of at least 80 
hours, but multiple experiences are not evident for non-degree seeking candidates 
(those seeking only licensure). Those seeking the M.S. Ed are required to 
complete 30 hours of "Service Learning for Diversity", but it is not clear if these 
experiences are related to the gifted studies program. 
 
 

A rejoinder was prepared for the state based on this feedback.  On October 18, 2010, the 
state reviewed the rejoinder and communicated that a “Motion to accept the rejoinder for 
item #9 failed.”  This program was not recognized by the state of Indiana. 
 
READING 
 

9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  XXX YES    NO 

 
Rationale:     
(YES):  Three separate 10 hour field experiences are required from an 
approved list or from a candidate suggested alternate opportunity that must be 
approved by faculty/program director. The candidate's own classroom 
experiences do not qualify. 
 
(YES):  Field experiences take place in a variety of locations with two service 
learning field experiences and at least two school-based field experiences. 
 
(YES):  Two required service learning courses outside current placements and 
a supervised practicum will provide expanded experiences. 
 

 
SCHOOL COUNSELOR 
 



9.  Does the program offer a variety of field experiences for candidates? 
 
  X YES   X NO 

 
Rationale:     
(YES):  Number of hours required for both the practicum and internship, with 
appropriate distribution of experiences, provides the framework for students to 
be provided with opportunities for a broad base of experiences. 
 
(NO):  Although the candidates do participate in two practica and a 600-hour 
counseling internship, it is not clear there are is any diversity in these 
experiences.  This would include different grade levels, socio-economic 
status, rural/urban, etc. 

 
A rejoinder was prepared for the state based on this feedback.  At the February 13, 2009 
Teacher Education Committee meeting, “A motion to accept the rejoinder for item #9 
passed unanimously.” 
 


