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Assessment of the B.A. degree program in the Department of History is based on an extensive 
collection of materials.  First, there is a portfolio of student writings.  This document contains 
written assignments from HIST H217 The Nature of History (interim assessment), HIST J495 
Proseminar for History Majors (internal exit assessment), and two papers from other history 
classes above the 100 level that are chosen by the student.  Second, there is an annual survey of 
graduating history majors (external exit assessment) which is distributed to the faculty and 
discussed. Third, there is a review of sample course syllabi, assignments, and examinations.  
 
Assessment of the A.A. degree program is based on an exit questionnaire (internal exit assessment) 
as well as a measure of the percentage of A.A. degree recipients who successfully complete the B.A. 
degree four to eight years after completing the A.A. degree (external exit assessment).  
 
The assessment plan of the History Department requires a formal assessment of these materials 
every 5 years. We completed the last assessment in spring 2009, and are scheduled to carry out the 
next one in spring 2014.  This past year, as in previous years, the History Department has collected 
materials to be utilized in the 2014 assessment. At this time the department’s assessment plan does 
not require an assessment of materials gathered over the past year.  
 
The department has been implementing recommendations from the spring 2004 and spring 2009 
assessments.  The 2004 assessment suggested that the department require HIST H217 for history 
majors, instead of just recommending that majors take it.  The department has implemented that 
suggestion by requiring H217 for all majors who have not already completed the College of Arts and 
Sciences second-semester composition requirement with another course before declaring history 
as a major at IPFW.   All new majors starting in the fall of 2009 must take H217.  The 2009 
assessment recommended that the department consider increasing the oral participation 
component of course requirements, consider adopting a uniform statement to be used on all syllabi 
as well as providing contact information for the department's library liaison, and consider 
developing methods that might lead to greater participation on the part of graduating seniors in 
exit surveys. The first two suggestions are in the process of implementation. The last suggestion 
remains under discussion. 

 


