
 

COASCD#14-25 
 

COAS Requirements Working Group – Minutes 
 
Meeting 1 – Wednesday, January 14, 1:30pm – KT G83 
Present: Janet Badia (WOST), Steve Carr (COM), Jonathan Dalby (CSD), Curt Hosier (SOC), Doug 
Kline (ANTH), Jim Lutz (POLS), Winfried Peters (BIOL), Jeff Malanson (HIST), Vince Maloney 
(CHEM), Erik Ohlander (PHIL), Lesa Vartanian (PSY), Nancy Virtue, Yvonne, Zubovic 
 
Absent: Troy Bassett (ENG), Raymond Gildner (GEOS), Tim Grove (PHYS) 
 
Minutes: 
1. Elect a chair 

a. Jeff Malanson was elected chair 
2. Plan for year 

a. Our goal is to have a draft of the Goals/Objectives of the COAS Requirements 
completed in time for presentation at the March 30 meeting of the COAS Council 

b. In April, the Working Group will then be able to incorporate feedback from the 
Council and transition to the process of evaluating the actual COAS Requirements 

3. Four sub-groups were created: 
a. External Comparisons 

i. Task: Investigate college-level requirements, mission statements, 
goal/objective statements, etc., from other institutions 

ii. Membership: Janet Badia, Vincent Maloney, Erik Ohlander, Vinnie Peters 
b. Internal Evaluation 

i. Task: Investigate the internal history of the COAS Requirements; what they 
currently are, how they have changed over time, how they do or do not line 
up with the COAS mission statement, etc. 

ii. Membership: Troy Bassett, Jonathan Dalby, Doug Kline, Jim Lutz 
c. General Education/Student Transcript Data Analysis 

i. Task: Gather whatever data possible on new trends in student General 
Education course selections after the implementation of the new system; 
determine what impacts the new Gen. Ed. has had on students taking 
courses within COAS, etc. 

ii. Membership: Raymond Gildner, Jeff Malanson, Lesa Vartanian, Yvonne 
Zubovic 

d. Data Collection and Processing 
i. Task: Gather data from working group members and feedback from open 

forums and other venues; organize and process that data. 
ii. Membership: Steve Carr, Tim Grove, Curt Hosier, Nancy Virtue 

4. Tasks for next meeting: 
a. Sub-groups should get to work; while work will not be completed by our next 

meeting, they should have something substantive to report on their progress by that 
point 



 

b. Each member of the Working Group should ask their department colleagues to 
answer the following questions (it is up to each member to decide on the best 
method of collecting information from their department): 

i. What is a liberal education?  What does it entail? 
ii. How do you see your department contributing to your vision of a liberal 

education? 
iii. How is the education of your majors served/advanced by other units within 

the College? 
iv. Do our current COAS requirements and mission statement line up with your 

expectations of a liberal education? 
v. What do you see as being the differences between the liberal education 

objectives of our current B.A. and B.S. degrees? 
vi. What would you like to see included in a statement of the goals for the COAS 

requirements? 
c. Once this data is collected, please enter it into a shared Word Document (the 

specific information on this will be circulated in a subsequent email).  Please try to 
collect this data sooner rather than later so that the Data Collection and Processing 
Sub-Group has some time to analyze our findings 

5. Next Meeting: Monday, February 2, noon, SB 176 


