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I want to thank Ms. 

Roxanne, Ms. Lydia, 

and the Upward 

Bound staff for giving 

me the opportunity 

to be part of this fun, 

life-changing 

program and for the 

honor of sharing my 

story. This program 

has impacted my life 

and hopefully my 

experience will 

encourage you to 

give it your all. 

     I almost didn’t make the cut.  UB looks for 

aspiring 9th and 10th graders, and I was a junior. 

With UB’s approval, I was accepted.  I was 

nervous at first, but found that I knew other 

participants which made it easier to feel 

comfortable right away.  Upward Bound required 

me to dig deep into the SATs and ACTs, and this 

constant exposure prepared me when the time 

came to take the tests.  The required tutoring and 

ATS sessions paid off and really prepared me for 

college work.  My work ethic improved, and 

helped drive my motivation to reach for the sky.  I 

also had the opportunity to learn a lot on the 

merit trips.  While I was in the program, I had 

opportunities to go places that I may not have 

been able to afford, and not only did I learn a lot, 

I had fun at the same time. Chicago, Detroit, 

Nashville, and Niagara Falls were just a few places 

I went to tour colleges and learn about the 
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Do you have an exciting announcement? Have you achieved a goal?  
If yes, Upward Bound would love to hear about it!  

We may even publish an article about it in the newsletter!  
To submit a potential story or article, please email it to firestic@ipfw.edu or tostyh01@ipfw.edu. 

UB OFFICE STAFF 

CONTACTS 
 

Ms. Lydia Bates 

Assistant Director 

260.481.4189 

batesl@ipfw.edu 

 

Ms. Yecenia Tostado 

Academic Specialist 

260.481.0687 

tostyh01@ipfw.edu 

 

Mr. Ron Lewis 

Academic Specialist 

260.481.0688 

lewisrs@ipfw.edu 

 

Mrs. Cindy Firestine 

Administrative Assistant 

260.481.4188 

firestic@ipfw.edu 
 

culture of the cities.  

     It felt good to graduate from high school 

with the support of Upward Bound.  I was proud 

to receive an Upward Bound scholarship my 

freshman year.  I chose to attend IPFW and 

pursue my Bachelor’s, but I enjoyed the program 

so much I wanted to stay involved.  I was a 

residential assistant during Summer Academy 

and a volunteer with the program at various 

times throughout my college career. 

     Graduating from college was a life changing 

event.  I graduated on May 12, 2010 and started 

my career at  Coca-Cola Refreshments on May 

25, 2010.  I had a full-time merchandising 

position and benefits for my family and me.  A 

year later, I was blessed to get promoted to 

Home Marketing Account Manager.  This 

position has overwhelming responsibilities, but I 

continue to strive for perfection.  I am using 

some of the same values and principles in my 

job that I gained from being in the UB program.      

     In the future, I would love to participate with 

Upward Bound because I love what it is about.  

Current students, I advise you to never take the 

program for granted because you were chosen 

for this awesome opportunity.  The people in 

Upward Bound are like family.  The past, present, 

and future are yours to conquer.  If any of you 

have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact 

me. Thank you for your time and remember and 

chant it: 

  

“Nothing is beyond my reach, 

I am Upward Bound!” 

Daniel Jones graduated from Wayne in 2006 

and from IPFW with a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Organizational Leadership and Supervision. 

Daniel Jones-From UB to College Grad and Beyond 



Reminders 
 

Tutoring is Monday nights at the ACPL downtown.   

Individual tutoring is available Wednesday nights at 

IPFW in Science Building G67.  Both are from 4-6 p.m. 

 

If FWCS cancels school or after school activities due to 

weather, UB activities are also cancelled.  If EACS 

cancels, but FWCS does not, EACS students, please 

use your best judgment as to weather or not 

programming is safe to attend. 

 

For updates on programming changes/cancellations, 

friend us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter! 

Upcoming Events 
 

February 11-ATS 

February 14-”Ain’t I a Woman” Cultural Event 

February 20– St. Francis College Visit 

February 21– Rhyme and Reason poetry showcase 

February 25– Notre Dame Leadership Conference 

March 10-ATS 

March 24-ATS 

March 28-Senior College Prep 101 

April 3-College Visit (TBA) 

April 5-Purdue College Visit 

April 28th-BLUE Stars Conference/Senior Farewell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Students! 
 

Summer Academy Orientation 

May 20, 2010 

Walb Ballroom 
If this is your first Summer Academy: 5:30-8:00pm 

Returning students: 6:30-8:00pm 
 

*Mandatory for student & parent 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Back row from left to right: Robert Black Jr., Ta Gay Htoo, Elaha Rahimi, Daisy Cardenas, Staisy Cardenas, Morrell Robinson, Shanya 

Washington, Destiny Taylor, Zowie LeMons, Tori Criswell, Luis Arriaga, Mariah Shakoor, Angel Windom 

Middle row: Edgar Alarcon, Michelle James, Mateo Gonzalez, Jessica Hernandez, Sydney Shepherd, Latoyia Blunt, Arial Lee, Mon Htaw, 

Tationna Grandberry, Mykea Craig  

Front row: Madison Rau, Kandice Campbell, Kalsouma Idriss, Angie Brice, Alexys Hayes, Sierra Washington, TeQuandra Cameron 



Hello Upward Bound Students, 

 

Before I share with you about a little about me, first I would like to say that I’m 

extremely excited about the opportunity to work with each of you! I believe in 

the mission of the Upward Bound program, and I look forward to serving you 

in the near future.  

 

I was born and raised in St. Louis, MO. I played basketball throughout high 

school and received two athletic scholarships to play basketball in college. I 

attended Meramec Community College, located in St. Louis, and Barry 

University, located in Miami, FL. Currently, I’m back in school at Indiana Tech 

working on my PhD in Global Leadership with a specialization in Academic 

Administration.  Besides attending school, I’m also an adjunct instructor at Brown Mackie College. I 

have been teaching at Brown Mackie for two years.  I have taught courses in the following subjects: 

professional development, public speaking, introduction to health and fitness and managing human 

resources.  In my limited spare time, I enjoy playing basketball, lifting weights, doing homework, and 

spending time with my family.  I have a lovely wife named Elisa and five wonderful children. This me in 

a nutshell!  Again, I’m looking forward to working with each one of you.  

Meet Ron Lewis-Upward Bound Academic Specialist 

Student Worker Spotlight: Emily Zuercher 

Emily is a junior student at IPFW 

studying Hospitality and Tourism 

Management. She transferred here in 

August of 2011 from Cedarville 

University in Ohio where she was 

studying International Studies and 

Technical and Professional 

Communication. She has been working 

with Upward Bound since September 

and loves working with the ladies and 

tackling every project she can get her 

hands on. When she isn’t working or 

studying, she enjoys being involved 

with Campus Ministry activities, 

running, and catching up with her family in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Since Emily grew up in the tropics, she is 

not a fan of winter and is already looking forward to the summer sun. 



 
   

 
 

Spring Fundraiser: Chicken Sale 

Upward Bound will have the second fundraiser of the year with 

Nelson’s Chicken. Tickets will go on sale soon, and the chicken will 

be available for pickup on April 21st. Details about the spring 

fundraiser will be discussed at upcoming Parent Council meetings!  

 

Parent Council Meetings 

All parents are strongly encouraged to attend Parent Council 

meetings to find out about program updates, fundraising 

opportunities, and ways to volunteer!  Spring 2012 Parent Council 

dates are February 11, March 24, & April 14.  All meetings are held 

from 12-1pm in Kettler Hall Room G46. 

 

 

PARENT COUNCIL CORNER HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 

IPFW is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access University. 

September 
Min Thu 

 Jada Gordon  
Fareda Ma  
Jamartre 
Fowler  

Bria Black 
 

October 
Haley Mitchell  

Connor Windmiller 

January 
Kara Williams · Faith Beachem · Jer-Von Lindsey 

 Neela Aseel · Santana Garza 

 

February 
D’Vaughn Parker · Aislinn Boettcher · Morrell Robinson  

Tony Striverson · Rudolpho Gonzalez · Angie Brice 

Tyra Bryant · Ari’ana Wattley 

 

March 
Nakisha Wade · Sydney Shepherd · Brittney Britt  

Nathaniel Johnson · Darius Wynn · Thalia Diaz ·  

Breanna Putt ·Robert Black, Jr. · Zowie LeMons  

Sara Guardiola · Adrian Hageman 

 

April  
Mateo Gonzalez · Tre’shell Long · Paw Wah Shee  

Alexys Hayes · Tayla Tulloch · Niayja Guy · Destiny Taylor  

Jennifer Karn · Alfredo Vazquez  

Visit Us Online! 

www.ipfw.edu/upbound 

www.facebook.com/ipfwupwardbound 

Follow us on Twitter! 

@IPFWUpwardBound 


