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The long term viability of populations of wildlife depends on the availability of suitable habitat. 
In the agricultural Midwest, such habitats have been significantly reduced in area and carved up 
by barriers (e.g. roads, railroads) that limit the movement of wildlife. This situation is amplified 
in urban settings where human modification of the landscape is most intense.  

The Little River Wetland Project (LRWP, http://www.lrwp.org) is a non-profit land trust that 
owns and manages a group of wetlands in southwest Allen County. Their largest property, Eagle 
Marsh, is situated at the headwaters of the Little River, a major tributary of the Wabash River 
with associated wetlands currently bordered by Jefferson Blvd., I-69, and Fox Island County 
Park in southwest Fort Wayne. The property was purchased in 2005 and then converted from 
agricultural production using restoration techniques including the removal of drainage tile to 
restore natural hydrology, removal of invasive plant species, and seeding of native plants. The 
success of the restoration is determined in part by the wildlife that colonizes and resides at the 
wetland over time, and this is a major goal in the mission of LRWP. A long term effort to 
monitor wildlife populations in the preserve would assist the organization in assessing the 
outcome of restoration efforts and provide valuable information for making decisions on land 
management at the property. 

I am interested in making the design and implementation of a wildlife monitoring protocol at 
Eagle Marsh a core activity in the laboratory portion of my course Vertebrate Biology (BIOL 
34500). The development of a protocol by the class would address several learning outcomes in 
the Biology B.S. including use of the primary literature to interpret and apply existing 
knowledge, and the design of studies to test biological hypotheses. Later in the semester, 
students would use the scheduled laboratory period to conduct the surveys at Eagle Marsh. This 
fits a fundamental objective for the course which aims to enhance of a student’s ability to 
observe, describe, and identify vertebrate species. Finally, students would likely develop a sense 
of ownership of a project that contributes to the community in a tangible way and therefore have 
a direct example of the relationship between degree study and its application in the real world. 

Establishment of the service learning component I describe above will assist LRWP in working 
toward their goals. The data collected by the class would be reported to the organization at the 
end of the semester. Regular inclusion of the survey in the course into the future would lead to an 
ongoing assessment of the status of vertebrate wildlife on the property, a produce that LRWP 
would not have the resources or expertise to complete on their own. 
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