
MEMORANDUM 

TO: COAS Executive Committee 

FROM: COAS Curriculum Committee, Mark Jordan, Chair 

RE: Requiring COM 11400 or equivalent of COAS students 

 DATE: October 7, 2014 

Whereas changes to the General Education Program now permit BA students in the college to 
use second year foreign language to meet the speaking and listening general education 
requirement, and 

Whereas the large majority of COAS BS students will complete COM 11400 to meet this 
requirement, and 

Whereas the Curriculum Committee accepts the argument that there is unique educational value 
in a course emphasizing oral communication skills in particular, and 

Whereas the Curriculum Committee voted to require COM 11400 or an approved equivalent 
course of all majors in the college, 

Be it resolved that the COAS faculty approve the change indicated below to the COAS 
requirements in the bulletin for both the BA and the BS: 

Part A: English Writing and Speaking 

An education in the liberal arts and sciences emphasizes the value of analyzing and presenting 
ideas in writing and speaking; thus the College strives to improve its students’ oral and written 
communication skills. Consequently, you are required to take a second writing course in addition 
to the General Education writing course. You will complete ENG W233 or an equivalent second 
writing course approved for this purpose by individual departments and the College. In general 
these second writing courses are developed to introduce students to the types of writing they will 
do in their respective fields. Approved equivalents are ENG L202, HIST H217, ILCS I300, 
POLS Y207, or SOC S260. You are also required to complete COM 11400 or an equivalent 
oral communication course approved by the college. Equivalent courses are______.You must 
complete both ENG W131 (or equivalent) and your second writing course with a grade of C- or 
better. You must complete all courses meeting this requirement with a grade of C- or better. 

Note 1: new language in bold and italics 
Note 2: the language with respect to equivalent courses only applies once there are some. 

Members approving  Members absent 
E. Blakemore   S. LaVere None 
S. Buttes  S. Mau 
H. Dewey  D. Miller 
M. Jordan  C. Ortsey 
B. Kingsbury 
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