
My name is Jacob Peterson and I am about to enter my 11th season playing professional 
soccer in Major League Soccer (MLS).  I am currently in my 5th season with Sporting 
Kansas City but I have spent time with the Colorado Rapids, Toronto FC, and the San 
Jose Earthquakes.  I originally enrolled at Indiana University in 2005 to play soccer for 
the Hoosiers.  While in Bloomington, our team was fortunate enough to win two NCAA 
Championships in 2005 and 2006.  The success of our team led to individual options for me to 
advance my career playing professionally.  Halfway through my junior year at IU, I was drafted 
into the MLS.  This was a lifelong goal of mine and I could not turn down the chance to do 
what I love for a living.  Of course this meant having to leave Bloomington and to put my 
studies on hold.  

After a few years concentrating solely on 
my soccer career, I felt it was time to fulfill 
the promise I made to my parents when I 
left college early; to earn my degree.  After 
speaking with my academic advisors at IU 
they pointed me towards IPFW and the wide 
range of programs that the school offers.  
IPFW felt like a perfect fit to continue my 
studies through the online general studies 
program.  The flexibility that the program 
allows is extremely important in my life and 
in my current career.  I am constantly traveling 
to play games across the U.S. and Canada and 
the professors at IPFW have been extremely 
helpful and accommodating as I continue my 
studies.  IPFW allows me to keep up with my 
courses through Blackboard from afar while 
adjusting my course load depending on my 
schedule during that semester.  The general 
studies program has been a perfect fit for me 
and my family.  
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There are without a doubt challenges and times when course work can pile up but overall 
I cannot say enough good things about the program, the professors, my academic advisor 
Crystal Milton, and Deb Hein in the Division of Continuing Studies. The courses I have 
experienced have been thought provoking and challenging which to me is the best type of 
learning environment. 

Although I am not a “traditional student” in the least, I have felt very welcome and been 
treated very well by IPFW staff.  While at IUB I was a political science major and therefore 
I have chosen to take many POLS classes at IPFW.  I must mention Craig Ortsey, a 
professor in the POLS department, who I have found to be an incredible educator and yet 
also understanding of each student’s personal situation. After taking several of his courses, 
I’ve found that his curriculum and his presentation during lectures have been both extremely 
informative and engaging. He has been someone who has stood out amongst a talented group 
of professors at IPFW.  

 My career as a professional soccer player will one day come to an end and that is why 
finishing my degree is so important to me.  IPFW has allowed me to pursue my degree while 
still living my childhood dream and I am very appreciative of this.  Go Mastodons! 

  

  


