
Spring Grade Time Fast Approaching! Reminders on Accessing OASIS 
To access OASIS, you must first login to myIPFW with your assigned IPFW network account username and password 

(same as your IPFW e-mail username and password). If you do not know your IPFW network account password, you will need 
to go to the ITS Help Desk as soon as possible in Kettler 206 with picture ID. You must be able to login to myIPFW to enter 
final grades in OASIS. Any delay in seeking assistance with your IPFW network account could prevent you from submitting 
final grades on time. When you click on OASIS via the myIPFW, portal you will automatically be logged in to your OASIS 

(Continued on page 4, see OASIS) 

IPFW is nearing completion of a complete replacement 
of our wireless data network. Reports from users who have 
been working with the new equipment during March have 
been very positive. Many users tell us that they are now 
able to experience wireless access with their computers 
whereas in the past, their computers failed regularly with 
IPFW’s network. 

During March and April, we expect to have installed 85 
access points (APs) throughout the IPFW campus. These 
small white boxes that you see hanging in the hallways 
and in selected classrooms permit laptops and other 
wireless devices to access the IPFW data network. 

At the completion of this phase we expect a much larger 
portion of the campus to be able to access the wireless 
network. A special emphasis is being made to greatly 
improve access in the Student Housing area. 

The APs permit wireless connectivity for nearly all 
types of PCs that are used at IPFW. The computers need to 
support one of the 802.11 A/B/G wireless protocols. 

Campus users can log in to http://my.ipfw.edu to 
download the Odyssey or Aegis software. This ‘client’ 
software will not impact their computers’ ability to work 
with other wireless networks. We are very excited about 
the new equipment and urge all members of the IPFW 
community to give wireless a new try.  

 
 

http://www.its.ipfw.edu/howto/wireless/ 

On Friday, April 21 beginning at 2 p.m., IT Services 
technicians will be migrating our current listserv 
management software to a completely new software 
package. This new software, L-Soft, is the gold standard of 
e-mail discussion list tools and will give owners and 
subscribers much more freedom and control than ever 
before. 

If you own/maintain any listservs at IPFW, your 
assistance is required before, during and after the migration 
to make the transition as smooth as possible. Training 
materials, documentation and a registration form for 
workshops are available on the Web at                
http://www.its.ipfw.edu/howto/listserv-overview.html.  
We recommend that any IPFW listserv owners review this 
information before the migration and sign up for a migration 
workshop if needed. 

If you are a subscriber on any IPFW lists, the migration 
will be transparent with the exception of a 24 hour 
downtime beginning at 2 p.m. on Friday, April 21.  The list 
names and addresses will stay the same and you will still be 
a subscriber to the same listservs as before the migration. 

Messages to and from IPFW listservs will be shut down 
before the migration so any important messages should be 
sent before approximately 12 noon on Friday to allow time 
for the mail to be processed.  Messages sent to a list during 
the migration will most likely be lost.  List owners will be 
notified when the migration is  complete.  
 
   

http://www.its.ipfw.edu/howto/listserv-overview.html 
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 Wireless Connectivity  
    Gets Upgrade  

By Glenn Morgan 

T h e  n e w s l e t t e r  f o r  I P F W  c o m p u t e r  u s e r s  
I n f o r m a t i o n  T e c h n o l o g y  S e r v i c e s  A p r i l - M a y  2 0 0 6   

By Cyndy Elick 

 Spring Migration  
   For Listservs 

By Mandi Witkovsky 
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WebCT and Daylight Saving Time 
 

If you use any of the time-based tools in WebCT, you 
have probably been affected by the switch to Daylight 
Saving Time. When system administrators in West 
Lafayette (where WebCT is housed) switched their server 
time zones to observe Daylight Saving, all tools that have a 
time setting were changed to one hour later than originally 
selected. For example, a quiz that originally closed at 6 
p.m. would now have a close time of 7 p.m. 

Having a region change its time zone is a unique 
situation and unfortunately most computer systems and 
software were not programmed to handle such an 
occurrence. WebCT is no exception. Times in WebCT are 
recorded in Universal Time (UTC) and then displayed back 
according to which time zone you are in. In our case, this 
was UTC-5. So when you create an Assignment that is due 
at 8 a.m., the time is hard-coded into your assignment as 
13:00 UTC. Because Indiana never observed DST, our 
times were always UTC-5. Now that we are observing 
DST, from Apr. 2 to Oct. 29 our time conversion is UTC-5 
and from Apr. 2 to Oct. 29 the conversion is UTC-4. So all 
timed items in WebCT occurring between Apr. 2 and Oct. 
29 are being converted to UTC-4, which is an hour later 
than originally intended. 

West Lafayette and the regional campuses had lengthy 
discussions about how to proceed once the problem was 
identified. It was decided that the least disruptive solution 
would be to have instructors either leave their time settings 
off by one hour or manually change the times in their 
courses. 

This may not sound like the best option to instructors but 
the alternatives were worse. One option was to set the 
servers back to Indiana East and have the time be an hour 
off half the year. This is not a good solution for obvious 
reasons. Another other possible solution was to have 
WebCT write a script that would adjust the affected times 
accordingly. The problems with this were twofold. First, 
the script would have taken 1-3 weeks to write, test 
thoroughly and apply to the production servers. Second, 
many instructors had already changed their times manually 
and there was no guarantee that the script would not have 
changed these as well. Because of these factors, it was 
decided to leave the settings as they were.  

If you have items in your WebCT course that are time-
based, we are recommending that you leave them as they 
are when possible. The impact is that components will start 
and end an hour later than before. Simply notifying your 
students of this change may be the easiest course of action. 

(Continued on page 3, see WebCT) 

By Mandi Witkovsky 

Integrating  
Technology  

with Teaching 

W orth Weller, Continuing 
Lecturer with the 

English and Linguist ics 
Department, Division of 
Continuing Studies, actively 
pursues the integration of 
technology into his teaching as 
he seeks to prepare his students 
for success. For example, Worth 
uses WebCT Vista and his 
personal Web pages in all of his 
classes, regardless of whether 

they are conducted entirely via the Internet or physically 
meet face-to-face. WebCT Vista enables Worth to 
communicate with his students via e-mail, chat, discussion, 
and announcement tools; it also facilitates student 
evaluation with assignment and assessment tools. Worth 
uses his personal Web site (http://users.ipfw.edu/
wellerw/) to provide his students with information about 
himself and his courses. Worth’s Web site also links to 
various resources—Helmke Library, my.ipfw.edu, WebCT 
Vista tutorials, etc.—creating a friendly, comfortable 
environment primed for teaching and learning. Further, 
Worth maintains a blog and links to it from his Web site. 

Outside of WebCT Vista and his Web site, Worth is 
using Macromedia Breeze (a rich Web communication 
system that enables audience access anytime with engaging 
multimedia content) and Windows Media Encoder to foster 
a “stronger sense of presence” for his Internet students, 
whom he never physically meets. Worth holds a weekly 
class session in Breeze and responds to weekly discussion 
posts with little audio files (made with Encoder) directed to 
the entire class. Additionally, he creates help files with 
video screen captures and voice over (also made with 
Encoder). Worth has recorded lectures for his Internet 
students using MediaSite Live (a system that provides a 
practical and efficient way to record, publish, and manage 
classroom lectures as rich online content), giving them an 
initial chance to see who he is and to discern his teaching 
style.  

Worth has been and continues to be a leader in the use of 
IT. He is currently working to create (with MediaSite Live) 
mini presentations to assist faculty and students resolve 
JAVA and browser-related issues that complicate WebCT 
Vista use, and he looks forward to exploring podcasting and 
Interactive Response Systems in the future.  

Worth Weller 

By Scott Vitz 
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This column is devoted to providing our readers with time-
saving techniques and short-cuts that will amaze and delight.   

 

Ctrl+N Opens a new blank page  

CTRL+A Select all 

CTRL+C Copy  

CTRL+Z Undo an action 

Short Cut Result 

CTRL+Y Redo or repeat an action 

ESC Cancel an action 

CTRL+V Paste 
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Get Ready For   By Han Fei and Mandi Witkovsky 

If you do need to adjust times back to their original settings, 
you will need to open each item occurring after Apr. 2, 
adjust the time and save your changes. The affected tools 
are the Calendar, Announcements, Chat and Whiteboard, 
Assessments, Assignments and Selective Release. 

Since the semester is nearing its close, this may not 
involve changing much in your courses. However, if you 
reuse your WebCT content each semester, you will need to 
keep the time settings in mind when you recycle your 
content for future semesters. Of course you will always 
need to change the dates when you recycle course material 
so this is something you would have needed to do anyway. 

If you need help changing your WebCT tool settings, 
contact the IT Services Help Desk at 481-6030 or 

helpdesk@ipfw.edu. They can initiate a work order 
and get you up and running in no time!  

(WebCT Continued from page 2) 

into your GroupWise 7 WebAccess 
account, you are greeted by a 
pleasant shade of blue, like a 
soothing, calm wave of ocean 
breeze, quite a nice change of scene 
from the mostly grey tone of its 
predecessor. The major functions 
such as Mailbox, and Calendar are 
conveniently accessible from the 
designated tabs, with all the relevant 
task options clearly in plain view. 
You will soon forget you are 
working on a WebAccess interface.  

However, it is when you start 
using the GroupWise 7 WebAccess 

that you will feel its 
true versatility. Not 
o n l y  d o e s  t h e 
G r o u p W i s e  7 
WebAccess bear close 
r e s e m b l a n c e  i n 
appearance to its 
corresponding campus 
interface, it indeed has 
almost ALL the 

Take notice: the brand new 
GroupWise 7 WebAccess is coming 
to IPFW! Slated to go live later this 
month, the WebAccess will surely 
bring increased productivity to the 
faculty and staff members on 
campus.  Please note:  the 
transition to the new version will 
necessitate a 4-hour temporary 
halt of GroupWise service 
starting 9:00 pm, April 24th. 

The new GroupWise 7 WebAccess 
is a far cry from the current version, 
not only in its look, but also in its 
functionality. The moment you log 

functions of the latter, thanks to the 
new features.  

 Drag and drop support for items 
within WebAccess 
 Support for right-clicking items 
 Work in progress folder 
 Multilanguage support 
  A “find” function to locate 
messages easily 
 Name completion when 
addressing message (IE only) 
In a word, GroupWise 7 

WebAccess is pleasant to look at, 
easy to move around in, friendly to 
work with, and surely can get things 
done! Get ready to enjoy the full 
power of the GroupWise 7 
WebAccess! 

O n c e  W e b A c c e s s  i s 
implemented, IT Services can 
begin testing the new campus 
interface of GroupWise 7 which 
is projected to go-live over the 
summer.  
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Adobe PDFs & Forms 
 Friday, 04/28/06, 10:00 a.m. - noon 
Macromedia Dreamweaver 8 Basics 
 Tuesday, 05/09/06,  10:00 a.m. - noon 
Macromedia Dreamweaver Layers & CSS 
 Thursday, 05/25/06, 10:00 a.m. - noon 
MS Access Basics 
 Thursday, 05/11/06, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
 Tuesday, 05/23/06, 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. 
MS Excel Basics 
 Wednesday, 05/17/06, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
MS PowerPoint    
 Friday,  04/21/06,  9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
 Wednesday, 05/24/06, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
MS Publisher Essentials 
 Friday, 05/19/06, 10:00 a.m. - noon 
 Wednesday, 06/14/06, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. 
MS Word Essentials   
 Wednesday, 04/26/06,  9:00 a.m. - noon 
 Thursday, 05/18/06, 9:00 a.m. - noon 
MS Word Mail Merge 
 Tuesday, 04/25/06,  10:00 a.m. - noon 
 Wednesday, 05/31/06, 10:00 a.m. - noon 
Novell GroupWise Calendars & Proxy Rights 
 Thursday, 05/11/06,  10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
 Friday, 06/09/06, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
 

Short Courses are taught in Kettler Hall 205-B 
Register at: http://www.its.ipfw.edu/training/ 

 

Michael Fraser who 
commonly goes by Fraser instead of 
Michael, recently joined Systems 
Administration from the ITS 
Helpdesk. When not working, Fraser 
enjoys watching TV shows such as 
Family Guy and Battlestar Galactica. 

Fraser will be getting married in May and spending some 
time in Aruba.  

Bob Mitchell joined IT 
Services’ Applications Programming 
as a Web Developer. Bob graduated 
from CWRU in 1986 and received an 
MSCS degree from the University of 
Washington in 1989. In 1999 he 
receive an MDiv from Nazarene 

Theological Seminary. He has previously done software 
development for Telcordia Technologies and the Church of 
the Nazarene's denominational headquarters. He also has 
taught English at Korea Nazarene University. He has 
worked at IPFW since 2004. 

 

Calling All Mac Users 
We are updating our Mac users listserv for IPFW 

faculty and staff using Macs on campus.  We recently 
sent an announcement to this listserv about changing 
your Mac to daylight savings time.  If you did not 
receive this announcement and are a Mac user, please 
send an e-mail to Cyndy Elick at elick@ipfw.edu and 
she can add you to the list or you can subscribe yourself 
by sending the following command:  

listserv@listserv.ipfw.edu  
sub macusers-l lastname firstname   

 

 

Your Comments or Questions 
This comment came from an IPFW student: I would like to 
thank any and all involved or responsible for the updated 
wireless.  A night and day difference is apparent and the 
new system is a piece of cake compared to the previous. 

Corrections In the March-April issue of INFOShare, a 
story on page 3 gave the incorrect URL for the myipfw 
portal. It should have been, http://my.ipfw.edu. 

account. If you change your OASIS PIN, it can take 24 
hours before this automatic logon will work. However, 
you can manually enter your account ID and PIN on the 
OASIS login screen that will appear after the initial failed 
login. Prior to the grade deadline, take a couple of minutes 
to verify that you can successfully access your myIPFW 
and OASIS account.  

(OASIS  Continued from page 1)  


