
COAS Executive Committee Meeting 
December 18, 2015 
LA 160 1:00 P. M. 

 
 

Members present: 
Eric Carl Link, Dean 
Abe Schwab, Presiding Officer (Chair) 
Nancy Virtue, Deputy Presiding Officer 
Hardin Aasand 
Carol Lawton 
Erik Ohlander 
Aranzazu Pinan-Llamas 
Karen Burtnette, sub for Josh Bacon COAS Faculty Secretary (non-voting) 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 1:00. 
 
1. The Executive Committee discussed the COAS Requirements Working Group proposal. 

After much discussion, the committee agreed that the next step would be to have the 
Curriculum Committee review the proposal.  Abe will draft the charge for the committee 
with the goal of sending it to them during the week of January 4. 

 
2. The Executive Committee discussed the results of the CSD survey (attached to these 

minutes) that was sent as a courtesy to COAS faculty to keep them in the loop about the 
potential transfer of CSD from COAS to the College of Health and Human Services.  No 
major issues were brought forth in the survey, which had over a 50% response rate.  The 
Dean will share the feedback with the VCAA who will make the decision.   

 
3. The COAS Assembly is scheduled for February 22 at noon in LA 159.  The Executive 

Committee should think about any topics that could be discussed in addition to allowing 
ample “question time.”   

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:13. 
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My Report 
Last Modified: 12/16/2015 

1.  Do you have concerns about this move that the 
Executive Committee and the Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences should be aware of? 

# Answer   Response % 
1 No    76 83% 
2 Yes    16 17% 
 Total  92 100% 

 
Statistic Value 
Min Value 1 
Max Value 2 
Mean 1.17 
Variance 0.15 
Standard Deviation 0.38 
Total Responses 92 
 



2.  Please indicate your concerns or other feedback in 
the text box below: 
Text Response 
loss of students taking classes in COAS is my only concern 
I think CSD should make the move since it's in their best interests.  At 
the same time I think it speaks poorly of COAS that we've been such 
an inhospitable home for CSD. 
While I have no strong opinion (and perhaps even in some ways the 
move may make sense), I do have a concern: is this small change 
part of a larger one that is putting more emphasis on professional 
degrees and schools than liberal arts? 
Normally I would not have concerns, but I am a bit worried that this 
move would provide even more opportunities for the current 
administration to undermine and destroy the College of Arts and 
Sciences because it is not vocational! 
Seems to be a follow the money move 
Other than the information at the start of the survey, there is no 
context and there has been no discussion of this issue until the very 
end of the semester. I feel like I do not have enough information to 
make an informed decision about this issue. Also, how will the loss of 
100 majors affect the college, and what arrangements have occurred 
to make sure COAS does not get "punished" via USAP or other 
processes that continue to sap resources from away from the college 
and toward highly specialized degree programs. 
This last round, COAS recieved almost no faculty lines, even though 
many have been lost and left unreturned in recent years. Of the lines 
which COAS did receive in the last round, one was for CSD. Now, 
CSD (and that line) will be moving to another college, meaning, 
basically, that that college gets a new free line which was given to 
COAS less than a year earlier. This, in a context in which other 
critical lines were left unfilled so that a new chair of CSD could be 
hired. As such, part of the deal in moving the department to another 
college should be that COAS gets the new CSD line back, or its $ 
value in two CL lines, above and beyond any lines which may be 
granted by the VCAA in the next round. I am very concerned that, 
once again, lines are being systematically lost from COAS when 
there is such an acute need for them. In this case, COAS is clearly 
being taken advantage of. 
My only concern with this move is that it might be detrimental to 



COAS to lose a large number of majors--I'm concerned that this 
would lead to a loss of funds for COAS and less consideration for 
new hires, etc. 
The CSD majors are great students and often end up mini ring and 
double majoring in other A&S departments because of the A&S 
requirements. They won't be in our classes if they make the move. 
Will there be negative effects from losing CSD enrollments from 
COAS? Will we recover the COAS line we recently received (for a 
chair of CSD)? W 
 
Statistic Value 
Total Responses 10 
 



Prof. Ortsey, 
 
I’m writing to you in your capacity as Chair of the COAS Curriculum Committee.  
 
At the COAS Executive Committee meeting on December 18, 2015, the Executive Committee 
agreed to solicit input from the COAS Curriculum Committee regarding the COAS 
Requirements Working Group’s Final Report.  
 
The Executive Committee agreed to charge the Curriculum Committee with the responsibility to 
review, evaluate, and make recommendations regarding the next steps regarding this Final 
Report. Further, the Executive Committee agreed to leave open to the Curriculum Committee 
what manner this review and evaluation will take and what kinds of recommendations to be 
made. 
 
The Executive Committee asks for a report of this review, evaluation, and recommendations to 
be returned to the Executive Committee by the end of the Spring 2016 Semester. 
 
I have attached a copy of the Final Report for your convenience. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns. 
 
Be well — Abe 
COAS Presiding Officer 
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