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Notes from the Chair
The department has  
a new name: 
Communication 
Sciences and 
Disorders (CSD). This 
name better reflects 
the degree and the 
mission of the 
department. We have 
changed course 

prefixes and the major’s name to match with 
the new department name. These changes 
will take a few months for transition, but  
by next year, these changes should be 
accomplished and show on the Web pages 
for IPFW.

 
 

We have added the second year of American 
Sign Language to the major courses. The 
third semester (CSD 28300) will be offered 
beginning in spring 2011 and again in fall  
2011. The fourth semester (CSD 28400) will  
begin in spring 2012. We are excited about 
offering these new courses. Students who are 
earning a Bachelor of Arts can request that 
ASL count for one year of the language 
requirement and take an additional year of 
another language. If students opt for ASL to 
fulfill the language requirement, they also 
must take an international culture course.  
To count ASL for part of the language 
requirement, students fill out a petition that 
explains how ASL will enhance their lives 
and/or their career goals. 

 
Unfortunately, IPFW is experiencing the same 
economic slowdown as every other university  
and business. The implementation of the M.A. in 
SLP has been postponed due to economic 
restrictions. However, we have come this far and 
our commitment remains the same: It’s a matter 
of when the master’s degree will begin, not if.

As you will read in this newsletter, there are 
many creative things happening within the 
department. Please stop in when you are in 
town or when you come to the campus. We 
are delighted to visit with alumni and other 
friends. E-mail messages are also encouraged.

Lucille Hess, Ph.D.
hess@ipfw.edu
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A new event was “staged” during fall break 2009. In conjunction with 
the CSD 405 Computer Applications in Speech/Language Pathology 
(AAC) class, an independent study course that provides hands-on 
experience was developed. As a result, the CSD department hosted a 
weekend day camp for AAC users who were ages 6–20. The camp 
for the children was free thanks to a $750 grant from the Eta Rho 
chapter of Psi Iota Psi and donations from the community. Four 
young people from Allen County, two from Ohio, and one from 
Michigan took part in the camp.

While the overall focus of the camp was social communication,  
the campers took part in a “theatre” production using their 
communication devices on Sunday evening followed by a reception 
for the actors. Campers received a T-shirt and a “Donny” award 
(IPFW’s version of the Tony award) at the end of the weekend. 
Parents were involved by painting sets and finishing simple costumes. 
Everyone agreed that the camp was a success! 

The camp will be sponsored again this fall on the weekend of October 8–10. Please try to attend the performance on Sunday evening. The play, 
You Are Special, is based on the Max Lucado book of the same name.

2009 IPFW Poss-Abilities (AAC) Camp

Save the Date for October 2010: AAC Poss-Abilities Theatre Camp 

Actors in the first annual ACC Poss-Abilities Theatre Camp in  
October 2009.

Camp participants and 
their families, along with 
IPFW faculty, CSD 
students, and community 
volunteers, helped make 
the camp’s inaugural year 
in 2009 a great success on 
the IPFW campus. This 
year’s camp is scheduled 
for October 8–10.

free

Camp Staff
Camp Director

Sharon Egly, M.A.T., CCC-SLP

Communication Sciences and Disorders 

Department Chair

Lucille Hess, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

Camp Assistants

IPFW/CSD Undergraduate Students

Community Support Staff 

Turnstone Center for Children and Adults  

with Disabilities                        

Local Speech-Language Pathologists

For an application or more 

information, please contact:

Sharon Egly, M.A.T., CCC-SLP

Communication Sciences and Disorders

IPFW

2101 East Coliseum Boulevard

Fort Wayne, IN 46805-1499

260-481-6952

Be  A  S TAr !

OcTOBer  8 –10 ,  2010

Individuals will participate in...

Games
Social Activities
Short Play

Indiana University–Purdue University Fort Wayne

2010

Augmentative/Alternative 

Communication (AAC) 

Poss-Abilities Theatre Camp

        If interested, com
plete the follow

ing form
 and return it by August 12, 2010, to:  

      Com
m

unication Sciences and Disorders, 2101 East Coliseum
 Boulevard, Fort W

ayne, IN 46805-1499

 

Nam
e: ____________________________________________ Age: _______ D.O.B.:  ______________________ 

Parent/Guardian nam
e(s): ____________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________  Alternate phone: _________________________________ 

E-m
ail address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent(s)/guardian(s)/caregiver(s) w
ho w

ill attend w
ith the participant: _____________________________

Type of ACC device used by the cam
per: ________________________________________________________

PROOF 2
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Six of the department’s outstanding 
students were honored at the 2010 College 
of Arts and Sciences Honors Banquet on 
April 22. All have had their names added to 
the honor roll of plaques that hang in the 
department office.

Graduating senior Elizabeth Learnard was 
named the Outstanding Communication 
Sciences and Disorders Major for 2010. The 
CSD department continues to have a large 
group of outstanding seniors, so the 
selection was difficult. The award 
acknowledges a high standard of 
scholarship and demonstrated effectiveness 
in leadership or service roles. Besides 
being an outstanding student, Learnard was 
elected president of both department 
clubs—ASL PAH! and SHC. She also served 
as the department student worker for three 
years. Volunteering for tasks around the 
department is something we could always 
count on Learnard to do. Under her 
leadership, camperships were provided for 
the AAC camp in Wisconsin, guest 
speakers provided timely information about 
speech-language pathology, and literacy 
events were provided both on and off 
campus. She excels in all of her endeavors, 
yet she always seemed to have time to be 
a general advisor and big sister to 
underclassmen. Her 
text books for 
graduate school 
were purchased as 
a gift of the Psi Iota 
Xi Theta Sigma 
Chapter in 
Syracuse, Ind.

Senior Megan 
Bowers was chosen 
for the generous 
scholarship from the 
Anne M. Balentine 
Foundation. The 
scholarship is 
funded by the 
Conrad Balentine family of Bluffton, Ind., in 
honor of their daughter and sister, Anne, 
who is deaf, blind, and physically 
challenged. Bowers was selected for 
meritorious scholarship and her interest in 

serving persons with multiple disabilities. 
Bowers’ goal is to use her compassion and 
experience with those who face physical 
challenges to restore hope and purpose 
through better communication skills. She 
will serve as treasurer for the SHC club 

next year. 

Senior Carlee Andress 
was awarded the 
generous Downtown 
(FW) Sertoma William 
Doctor Scholarship 
for her demonstrated 
high scholarship. The 
award was named for 
a founding member of 
the Sertoma Club. 
Andress’ goal is to 
provide services to 
infants in the 
neonatal intensive 
units and to toddlers 
so she can help to 

prevent communication disorders. 

Senior Sarah Herendeen received the Psi 
Iota Xi Delta Gamma (FW)–Donald Doster 
Memorial Scholarship. This award provides 

tuition reduction for a CSD major who has 
demonstrated academic excellence. 
Herendeen loves both ends of the 
communication disorders’ spectrum—
infants and the elderly. She believes she 
can make a difference for each age group 
by providing quality speech-language 
pathology services. She will be the 
president of the SHC in the fall.

Senior Julia Hein was awarded the Psi Iota 
Xi–Eta Rho Chapter (New Haven, Ind.) 
Scholarship. In addition to her excellent 
academic ability, she appreciates the effect 
an SLP can have, as she observed the joy 
on the faces of children who achieved their 
goals in therapy. She wants to work in a 
healthcare setting, serving pediatric clients.

Senior Kirsten Ferrigan received the Psi Iota 
Xi–Theta Theta Chapter (FW) annual CSD 
Textbook Award for her scholarship and for 
her interest in helping people with diverse 
communication disorders. Her love of 
horses has taught her how animals can  
be used to calm fears, aid in balance and 
muscle tone, and to provide situations for 
communication training. She plans to use 
animals in her future employment.

CSD Scholarships and Awards 2010

Front Row (l–r): Carlee Andress, Julia Hein, and Megan Bowers. Back Row (l–r): Chair and 
Professor Lucy Hess, Kirsten Ferrigan, Elizabeth Learnard, continuing lecturer Sharon Egly, and 
Associate Professor Jonathon Dalby. Not pictured: Sarah Herendeen.

A volunteer project that touched my heart 
this year focuses on basic needs of abused/
neglect children in foster care in our area. 
Your professional efforts to enhance their 
communication skills will be critical to their 
success in coping effectively with very 
difficult life situations. 

Do you volunteer now? How would you like 
to help when you have time to reach out? 
Making a difference, on the job and in other 
quiet ways, makes hearts “sing.” It’s a 
wonderful feeling.

Thank you so much for your notes, e-mails, 
and messages relayed from time to time. 
You remain at the heart of my happiest 
IPFW memories.

Pauline Flynn, Ph.D.
Professor Emerita 

Communication Sciences and Disorders
paulinetfwin@aol.com

American Sign  
Language PAH! Club
The ASL PAH! Club continued into its eighth 
year by participating with the deaf 
community through contact with the 

Hoosier Connection. The club sponsored 
several events to earn money to support  
the Deaf, Deaf, Deaf World event in March. 
During the event, everyone must 
communicate using ASL or through 
nonverbal means during most of the 
evening. ALS “police” make sure those 
rules are obeyed. The event brings the 
community to IPFW to learn and help 
educate students. More than 100 people 
attended the event. 

Under Lisa Sproat’s leadership—after the 
business for each club meeting—the 
members played a variety of fun games 
using their ASL sign skills. Maroon and 
white T-shirts were designed that said: 
“ASL PAH!” on the front and “These hands 
were made for talking” on the back. The 
club had a party at the end of each 
semester to celebrate and enjoy the time 
spent with each other. 

The graduating officers are Lisa Sproat, 
president; Jenn Bell, vice president; Ann 
Dutkiewicz, treasurer; Jade Janueseki, 
secretary; Stacy Refner, publicity; and Helen 
Roth, contact with the deaf community. 

Officers for next year are Sheryl Welch, 
president; Lauren Wierzba and Robin Grimm 
co-vice presidents; Stefanie Masters, 
secretary; Karissa Mills, treasurer; 
Stephanie Sahmo, publicist; and Emily 
Harris, historian. 

Make-It, Take-It Continues
The long tradition of Make-It, Take-It 
continued at IPFW this past year, with both 
a fall event for AAC and a spring event for 
speech-language therapy. Students, from 
freshmen to seniors, gathered to make 
therapy materials that can be used with a 
variety of clients in the future. The students 
enjoyed sub sandwiches and snacks during 
the event while completing their projects. 
The junior student who chaired the 
committee was Tanya Gamble. She and her 
committee did an excellent job of putting 
the event together. If you would like to 
volunteer to help with or submit ideas for 
Make-It, Take-It, please contact continuing 
lecturer Sharon Egly, 260-481-6952, 
eglys@ipfw.edu. Good ideas and volunteers 
are never turned away.

married Keegan Laycock on April 4, 2009, and they 
just bought a house.

Chanda Lichtsinn (B.S. ’96), lives in Fort 
Wayne and works for full time as the lead 
pediatric therapist for Turnstone Center for 

Children and Adults with Disabilities (12 years!) and 
part time teaching two sections a semester of CSD 
11500 Introduction to Communicative Disorders at 
IPFW. Her professional interests include AAC, apraxia 
and dysarthria, and theme-based speech and 
language intervention. Lichtsinn and the preschool 
director at Turnstone presented at the 2010 Abilities 
Expo in Fort Wayne on “Collaboration: Bridging the 
Gap between Therapy and the Classroom.” She and 
her husband, Bill, who have been married for almost 
30 years, love to spend every moment possible with 
their grandchildren: Kerrigan, 4, and Brayden, 2. This 
year for their 30th wedding anniversary on June 28, 
they are planning a special vacation trip to their 
favorite island, Sanibel, for two weeks of sunshine 
and seashells. 

Emily McIntosh (B.S. ’06) lives in Pearland, Texas, and 
works for Fort Bend Independent School District. Her 
professional interests include fluency and assistive 
technology. She has two children, McKale, 3, and Isla, 1. 

Shelley May (B.S. ’08) graduated in May with a 
Master of Arts from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. 
She completed a thesis titled “Repeatability of 
Aerodynamic Measures in Children, Ages 4.0–5.11 
Years.” May is currently looking for a hospital position 
in the Chicago area and is very excited to begin her 
career. Her interests include TBI, dysphagia, and 
stroke rehabilitation.

Erin (Bower) Morill (B.S. ’05) lives in 
Coldwater, Mich., and works for the Branch 
Intermediate School District. She 

participated in the statewide Autism Resources and 
Training (START). Erin, husband John, and big sister 
Emma welcomed Harper Grace into the family in 
December 2009. 

Tiffany Owens (B.S. ’09) is working as a speech 
assistant in the Wabash-Miami Area Program for 
Exceptional Children. She provides services to 
approximately 60 children ranging from ages 6–21. 
She has applied for graduate school. She loves her 
job and is anxious to see where her future takes her 
within the field. 

Sarah Schmidt (B.S. ’98) lives in Cromwell, Ind. She 
graduated in 2009 with a master’s degree from  

Western Kentucky University and is currently working 
on her CFY at Goshen Community Schools. Schmidt 
is married and has three children, Morgan, 9; Rhys, 
3; and Parker, 1.

Sally Winters (B.S.’07) is working for the 
Wabash-Miami Area Program and 
completing a master’s degree online with 

Nova Southeastern University. She loves working with 
the children at her schools. Sarah, her oldest 
daughter, made Winters a proud grandma when they 
welcomed Sophia Nicole last August. She says she 
can’t believe how awesome it is to be a grandma. 
She and her husband, Bud, celebrated their 25th 
wedding anniversary in November. Winter’s mother 
moved in with her family last year due to illness. 
Winter’s daughter, Holly, is still at home and will be 
starting seventh grade in the fall. Her sons are 
sharing an apartment in Muncie. Derrick will 
graduate in December with a degree in business and 
Cam is thinking about joining the Navy. 

Ashley Yoder (B.S. ’04) lives in Fort Wayne and works 
for Northwest Allen County Schools. Yoder works with 
preschool to fifth grade students. She is married and 
has three children; Ethan, 7; Elliot, 2; and Emilia, 3 
months (born in March 2010). 

M
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Under [Elizabeth 
Learnard’s] leadership, 
camperships were 
provided for the AAC 
camp in Wisconsin, 
guest speakers provided 
timely information 
about speech-language 
pathology, and literacy 
events were provided 
both on and off campus.
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A L UMN I

Kudos to the CSD Faculty
Sharon Egly (B.S. ’90), who is the CSD clinic 
director, was chosen to receive the 2010 
Leepoxy Award for Excellence in 
Undergraduate Teaching. The committee was 
impressed by the project she developed for 
the Augmentative/Alternative Communication 
Poss-Abilities Theatre Camp last fall. They 
commented that this project was “clearly  
the most innovative and resulted in deep, 
memorable learning not only for your 
students, but for the families of the camper 
and for the community.” 

Jonathan Dalby was promoted to associate 
professor and was awarded tenure. The 
department is delighted with this recognition 
of his hard work.

Kudos to CSD majors
Senior Mariesa Rang was selected by the 
Greater Fort Wayne Business Weekly as one 
of the 20 interesting graduating seniors in the 
region. Rang is a unique graduate who has 
persisted in following her dreams in spite of 
many physical challenges. She was featured 
in the May 12 Fort Wayne Journal Gazette as 
an outstanding IPFW graduate. 

Stacy Refner received the Gerontology Award 
for Excellence at the College of Arts and 
Sciences Honors Banquet. Part of the 
requirement for a gerontology certificate is 
providing a clinical practicum for an elderly 
person who has communication disorders. 
Refner completed that requirement this past 
spring in the CSD clinic.

From the Communication 
and Disorders Clinic 
Seventeen senior students completed clinic 
this past spring semester with 18 clients 
served. One of the students had two clients 
for part of the practicum. Four students 
finished certificates in gerontology. The wide 
variety of clients in the clinic made it 
particularly challenging this year; however, all 
of the students agreed that it was a valuable 
experience. Because evidence-based practice 
is so important to us all, this year members 
of the class were required to research the 
technique each planned to use with her client 
and determine if the technique was based on 
sound research. 

Dalby Directs a  
Student Project 
Senior honors student Tanya Gamble has 
chosen to participate in research on foreign-
accented speech intelligibility being 
conducted in the department by Associate 
Professor Jonathan Dalby. Dalby’s research 
focuses on comparing the intelligibility of 
native and accented speech when they occur 
in unfavorable listening environments, such 
as in the midst of background noise. 

Work toward Gamble’s senior honors project 
presentation will examine the intelligibility of 
isolated words produced by native speakers 
of English and by Mandarin Chinese speakers 
who have learned English as adults. The 
project will provide her with opportunities to 
participate in all aspects of the research. Her 
first task has been to complete the education 
modules required by the Human Research 
Protection Program at Purdue. She has 
recently participated in the recruitment of 
subjects and collection of speech production 
data and will be involved during the summer 
in presenting stimuli to listeners and in 
analyzing their responses. We look forward  
to her results!

2010 Graduating Seniors
The graduates were 
Whitney Allen, Rachel 
Baker, Jennifer Bell, 
Justin Cole, Megan 
Corcoran, Carolyn Dent, 
Ann Dutkiewicz, Heather 
Englert, Jade Januseski, 

Kritsa Kittredge, Elizabeth Learnard, Jillian 
McHenry (August), Shawna McIntyre 
(December 2009), Ashley Parent (December 
2009), Mariesa Rang, Stacy Refner, Helen 
Roth, Regency Sharma, Lakan Shippy, Abigail 
Shurboff, Lisa Sproat, Michelle Stevens 
(December 2009), Jane Marie Vasquez,  
Pam Wilke, and Becky Witte. 

Bell and Learnard graduated “with highest 
distinction” honors and Refner “with 
distinction” honors. Kudos to them.

The CSD graduates who plan to attend 
graduate school in the fall for speech-language 
pathology are Stephanie Hoppes (2009), who 
will attend Indiana State University; Justin Cole 
and Lisa Sproat will attend Bowling Green 

State University, both with assistantships; 
Jennifer Bell and Regency Sharma will attend 
IU; Carolyn Dent will attend Rush University; 
Ann Dutkiewicz will attend Eastern Illinois 
State University; Jade Januseski will attend 
Ball State University; Elizabeth Learnard will 
attend Miami University of Ohio, with a full 
tuition and fees assistantship; Marisa Rang will 
attend Western Michigan University, with an 
assistantship; and Stacy Refner will attend the 
University of Oregon. 

Students earning undergraduate credits at 
IPFW to add to their bachelor’s degrees in 
other majors who were accepted into graduate 
school for the fall include Laura Dumas—Ball 
State University, Rachel Scheidler—Rush 
University, and Jessica Wittebrodt—IU. We are 
going to miss this wonderful group of 
graduates, and we wish them well as they 
begin new chapters in their lives. 

Sign Choir 
The IPFW ASL Choir had two performances 
this year. In April, the choir consisting of Ann 
Dutkiewicz, Heather Englert, Robin Grimm, 
Emily Harris, Jade Januseski, Elizabeth 
Learnard, Stefanie Masters, Karissa Mills, 
Stacy Refner, Helen Roth, Regency Sharma, 
Lisa Sproat, Laura Weaver, Sheryl Welch, and 
Lauren Wierzba performed Lee Greenwood’s 
God Bless the USA at the state conference. 
The choir’s performance was the opening for 
the keynote speaker—an Iraqi War Veteran 
who was severely wounded in 2005. It was a 

Thanks to Sertoma 
Foundation and the  
Downtown Sertoma Club
Every year the Sertoma Foundation 
generously supports the continuing 
education of CSD faculty with a stipend to 
attend the ASHA conference. This stipend 
helps defray registration expenses for the 
faculty. We are grateful for the support of 
both the foundation and the Downtown 
Sertoma Club, which has made the CSD 
department an affiliate of its club. Many 
thanks and kudos to the Downtown 
Sertoma Club for the past 23 years of 
financial support through the scholarship 
for IPFW communication sciences and 
disorders majors.

beautiful event. They also performed the 
national anthem at IPFW’s Commencement. 

Speech and Hearing Club
Under the leadership of Elizabeth Learnard, the 
SHC had an active year. Two Make-It, Take-It 
events were scheduled, one in the fall and one 
for spring semester; two guest speakers 
provided information about the professions; 
and the group participated in the Learn United 
Literacy Day. 

SHC members raised money to purchase 
T-shirts or books for the fall ACC Poss-Abilities 
Camp, contribute toward a memorial tree for 
Richard Hess, sponsor camperships at 
Turnstone for summer speech-language 
therapy, and provide books for the Riley 
Children’s Hospital Wish List.

Heather Allen (B.S. ’96) came to share her 
experiences about graduate school and 
working in the schools. The club participated in 
the IPFW Health Fair by screening hearing and 
by providing information about stroke and 
voice problems. 

Green and white T-shirts were designed this 
year to have the SHC club name on the front 
along with “If you can read this you must be 
one of us” in phonetics. 

Graduating officers include Elizabeth 
Learnard, president; Jenn Bell, vice president; 
Carolyn Dent, secretary; Regency Sharma, 
treasurer; Stacy Refner, publicist; and Becky 
Witte, historian. Officers for next year are 
Sarah Herendeen, president; Diana Snell, vice 
president; Tanya Gamble, secretary; Megan 
Bowers, treasurer; Stephanie Fryback, 
publicity; Sheryl Welch, historian; and Rachel 
Jones, Make-It, Take-It chair. 

Independent Study
Ann Dutkiewicz completed a project under 
the direction of Professor Lucille Hess, 
studying the best practices of dysphagia 
treatment. Becky Witte completed her 
directed study under Hess, with the case 
study of a woman who had distal esophageal 
carcinoma and dysphagia. Treatment 
methods and family concerns and education 
were included in her study. 

Four students earned certificates in 
gerontology this year by completing 18 credits 
in coursework and a practicum experience. 
The multidisciplinary program involves basic 
academic courses on aging, applied courses 
on health and social issues involving older 
adults, and a practicum of applied work in a 
setting serving older individuals. 
Congratulations Carolyn Dent, Ann Dutkiewicz, 
Heather Englert, and Stacy Refner. Rachel 
Baker earned an associate degree in 
psychology along with her bachelor’s degree. 
Kudos to all of these fine students. 

Greetings from  
Professor Emerita Flynn
Hearty congratulations to our 2010 graduates. 
May the future hold in store all you dream … 
and more!

My applause for those who participated in the 
annual COAS Honors Banquet. I was delighted 
to meet you, sit with you, and discover how 
you are walking in the footsteps of our very 
talented alumni. I’m so pleased to know that 
the line of grads is long now—behind 
Catherine Martin, our very first graduate! 

Heather Allen (B.S. ’96) lives in Fort Wayne and 
works for Fort Wayne Community Schools. Her 
professional interests include autism and AAC. Allen 
reports that she is keeping very busy with her 
children ages 10, 8, and 5. 

Kami (Fiechter) Bear (B.S. ’05) lives in Bluffton, Ind., and 
has one son, Jackson, and is expecting another child in 
June. She earned an MBA at Ashford University.

Nancy DeNise (B.S. ’79) has been teaching 
for 30 years for the Piqua City Schools 
(Ohio) and is planning to retire at the end 

of the 2009–10 school year. She is ready to begin 
chapter 2 in her career, possibly a part-time position 
in schools, nursing homes, or hospitals. Her youngest 
son, Matt, is graduating from high school and then 
moves on to Sinclair Community College in Dayton to 
study auto technology. Her oldest son, Michael, is a 
junior at the University of Toledo majoring in business 
information systems. She is looking forward to a 
relaxing summer and finally getting her “to do” list 
taken care of. 

Mandy (Davis) DeArmond (B.S. ’05) lives in 
Indianapolis and is working for First Steps. DeArmond 
has training in the Beckman Oral Motor Program and 
in Kaufman Speech Praxis methods. She has recently 
divorced and bought a house in Indianapolis. 

Melissa Fuller (B.S. ’09) is currently employed with 
East Noble School Corporation as a speech assistant. 
She is working with pre-school through sixth grade 
students at both Wayne Center and Avilla elementary 
schools. She loves her job and the children she is 
working with. She is applying to master’s programs 
for speech-language pathology and one school has 
expressed interest in granting a temporary permit, so 
that she may be the actual SLP next school year. She 
and her husband celebrated their first wedding 
anniversary in November and are loving married life. 
They are looking forward to landscaping their new 
home this summer as well as making a second 
attempt at gardening (last year was a small disaster). 
Fuller says she feels very blessed both personally 
and professionally.

Carley (McCullough) Hower (B.S. ’07) lives 
in Coldwater, Ohio, with her husband, Tim. 
Carley graduated from Miami University last 

year. She is starting a new job in June with 
Rehabilitative Services Inc. and is looking forward to 
working with adult clients. Carley and Tim are 
currently building a home in Monroe, Indiana, and are 
very excited to return to their hometown. 

Mike Jones (B.S. ’07) is living in Muncie while 
attending Ball State University. He is currently 
finishing his third year of the Au.D. program at Ball 

State and will be starting his fourth year externship 
in early June. He will be doing an externship at a 
private practice in downtown Chicago and at two 
satellite offices in the west suburbs. He will be 
helping to get their new vestibular and balance 
assessment clinic up and running as well as doing 
diagnostic evaluations and hearing aid fittings. Mike 
and his wife will be celebrating three years of 
marriage on June 9, and they are looking forward to 
starting a new chapter in their lives in the great city 
of Chicago. 

Elizabeth King (B.S. ’09) is completing her 
first year at Bowling Green State University 
in Ohio. She is enjoying her coursework 

and her work as a research assistant for one of the 
professors in the department. Currently, she is 
assisting him with research involving infant cry 
analysis and the risk for sudden infant death 
syndrome (SIDS). Her daughter Simone is now almost 
3½ years old. Simone spends most of her time at 
home with Elizabeth’s fiancé, Richard. Richard is 
currently in the process of applying to law school at 
the University of Toledo.

Nikki (Knight) Laycock (B.S. ’06) lives in Fort Wayne 
and works for Southwest Allen County Schools. She 
is currently working on earning a master’s degree 
online with Nova Southeastern University. She 
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Kudos to the CSD Faculty
Sharon Egly (B.S. ’90), who is the CSD clinic 
director, was chosen to receive the 2010 
Leepoxy Award for Excellence in 
Undergraduate Teaching. The committee was 
impressed by the project she developed for 
the Augmentative/Alternative Communication 
Poss-Abilities Theatre Camp last fall. They 
commented that this project was “clearly  
the most innovative and resulted in deep, 
memorable learning not only for your 
students, but for the families of the camper 
and for the community.” 

Jonathan Dalby was promoted to associate 
professor and was awarded tenure. The 
department is delighted with this recognition 
of his hard work.

Kudos to CSD majors
Senior Mariesa Rang was selected by the 
Greater Fort Wayne Business Weekly as one 
of the 20 interesting graduating seniors in the 
region. Rang is a unique graduate who has 
persisted in following her dreams in spite of 
many physical challenges. She was featured 
in the May 12 Fort Wayne Journal Gazette as 
an outstanding IPFW graduate. 

Stacy Refner received the Gerontology Award 
for Excellence at the College of Arts and 
Sciences Honors Banquet. Part of the 
requirement for a gerontology certificate is 
providing a clinical practicum for an elderly 
person who has communication disorders. 
Refner completed that requirement this past 
spring in the CSD clinic.

From the Communication 
and Disorders Clinic 
Seventeen senior students completed clinic 
this past spring semester with 18 clients 
served. One of the students had two clients 
for part of the practicum. Four students 
finished certificates in gerontology. The wide 
variety of clients in the clinic made it 
particularly challenging this year; however, all 
of the students agreed that it was a valuable 
experience. Because evidence-based practice 
is so important to us all, this year members 
of the class were required to research the 
technique each planned to use with her client 
and determine if the technique was based on 
sound research. 

Dalby Directs a  
Student Project 
Senior honors student Tanya Gamble has 
chosen to participate in research on foreign-
accented speech intelligibility being 
conducted in the department by Associate 
Professor Jonathan Dalby. Dalby’s research 
focuses on comparing the intelligibility of 
native and accented speech when they occur 
in unfavorable listening environments, such 
as in the midst of background noise. 

Work toward Gamble’s senior honors project 
presentation will examine the intelligibility of 
isolated words produced by native speakers 
of English and by Mandarin Chinese speakers 
who have learned English as adults. The 
project will provide her with opportunities to 
participate in all aspects of the research. Her 
first task has been to complete the education 
modules required by the Human Research 
Protection Program at Purdue. She has 
recently participated in the recruitment of 
subjects and collection of speech production 
data and will be involved during the summer 
in presenting stimuli to listeners and in 
analyzing their responses. We look forward  
to her results!

2010 Graduating Seniors
The graduates were 
Whitney Allen, Rachel 
Baker, Jennifer Bell, 
Justin Cole, Megan 
Corcoran, Carolyn Dent, 
Ann Dutkiewicz, Heather 
Englert, Jade Januseski, 

Kritsa Kittredge, Elizabeth Learnard, Jillian 
McHenry (August), Shawna McIntyre 
(December 2009), Ashley Parent (December 
2009), Mariesa Rang, Stacy Refner, Helen 
Roth, Regency Sharma, Lakan Shippy, Abigail 
Shurboff, Lisa Sproat, Michelle Stevens 
(December 2009), Jane Marie Vasquez,  
Pam Wilke, and Becky Witte. 

Bell and Learnard graduated “with highest 
distinction” honors and Refner “with 
distinction” honors. Kudos to them.

The CSD graduates who plan to attend 
graduate school in the fall for speech-language 
pathology are Stephanie Hoppes (2009), who 
will attend Indiana State University; Justin Cole 
and Lisa Sproat will attend Bowling Green 

State University, both with assistantships; 
Jennifer Bell and Regency Sharma will attend 
IU; Carolyn Dent will attend Rush University; 
Ann Dutkiewicz will attend Eastern Illinois 
State University; Jade Januseski will attend 
Ball State University; Elizabeth Learnard will 
attend Miami University of Ohio, with a full 
tuition and fees assistantship; Marisa Rang will 
attend Western Michigan University, with an 
assistantship; and Stacy Refner will attend the 
University of Oregon. 

Students earning undergraduate credits at 
IPFW to add to their bachelor’s degrees in 
other majors who were accepted into graduate 
school for the fall include Laura Dumas—Ball 
State University, Rachel Scheidler—Rush 
University, and Jessica Wittebrodt—IU. We are 
going to miss this wonderful group of 
graduates, and we wish them well as they 
begin new chapters in their lives. 

Sign Choir 
The IPFW ASL Choir had two performances 
this year. In April, the choir consisting of Ann 
Dutkiewicz, Heather Englert, Robin Grimm, 
Emily Harris, Jade Januseski, Elizabeth 
Learnard, Stefanie Masters, Karissa Mills, 
Stacy Refner, Helen Roth, Regency Sharma, 
Lisa Sproat, Laura Weaver, Sheryl Welch, and 
Lauren Wierzba performed Lee Greenwood’s 
God Bless the USA at the state conference. 
The choir’s performance was the opening for 
the keynote speaker—an Iraqi War Veteran 
who was severely wounded in 2005. It was a 

Thanks to Sertoma 
Foundation and the  
Downtown Sertoma Club
Every year the Sertoma Foundation 
generously supports the continuing 
education of CSD faculty with a stipend to 
attend the ASHA conference. This stipend 
helps defray registration expenses for the 
faculty. We are grateful for the support of 
both the foundation and the Downtown 
Sertoma Club, which has made the CSD 
department an affiliate of its club. Many 
thanks and kudos to the Downtown 
Sertoma Club for the past 23 years of 
financial support through the scholarship 
for IPFW communication sciences and 
disorders majors.

beautiful event. They also performed the 
national anthem at IPFW’s Commencement. 

Speech and Hearing Club
Under the leadership of Elizabeth Learnard, the 
SHC had an active year. Two Make-It, Take-It 
events were scheduled, one in the fall and one 
for spring semester; two guest speakers 
provided information about the professions; 
and the group participated in the Learn United 
Literacy Day. 

SHC members raised money to purchase 
T-shirts or books for the fall ACC Poss-Abilities 
Camp, contribute toward a memorial tree for 
Richard Hess, sponsor camperships at 
Turnstone for summer speech-language 
therapy, and provide books for the Riley 
Children’s Hospital Wish List.

Heather Allen (B.S. ’96) came to share her 
experiences about graduate school and 
working in the schools. The club participated in 
the IPFW Health Fair by screening hearing and 
by providing information about stroke and 
voice problems. 

Green and white T-shirts were designed this 
year to have the SHC club name on the front 
along with “If you can read this you must be 
one of us” in phonetics. 

Graduating officers include Elizabeth 
Learnard, president; Jenn Bell, vice president; 
Carolyn Dent, secretary; Regency Sharma, 
treasurer; Stacy Refner, publicist; and Becky 
Witte, historian. Officers for next year are 
Sarah Herendeen, president; Diana Snell, vice 
president; Tanya Gamble, secretary; Megan 
Bowers, treasurer; Stephanie Fryback, 
publicity; Sheryl Welch, historian; and Rachel 
Jones, Make-It, Take-It chair. 

Independent Study
Ann Dutkiewicz completed a project under 
the direction of Professor Lucille Hess, 
studying the best practices of dysphagia 
treatment. Becky Witte completed her 
directed study under Hess, with the case 
study of a woman who had distal esophageal 
carcinoma and dysphagia. Treatment 
methods and family concerns and education 
were included in her study. 

Four students earned certificates in 
gerontology this year by completing 18 credits 
in coursework and a practicum experience. 
The multidisciplinary program involves basic 
academic courses on aging, applied courses 
on health and social issues involving older 
adults, and a practicum of applied work in a 
setting serving older individuals. 
Congratulations Carolyn Dent, Ann Dutkiewicz, 
Heather Englert, and Stacy Refner. Rachel 
Baker earned an associate degree in 
psychology along with her bachelor’s degree. 
Kudos to all of these fine students. 

Greetings from  
Professor Emerita Flynn
Hearty congratulations to our 2010 graduates. 
May the future hold in store all you dream … 
and more!

My applause for those who participated in the 
annual COAS Honors Banquet. I was delighted 
to meet you, sit with you, and discover how 
you are walking in the footsteps of our very 
talented alumni. I’m so pleased to know that 
the line of grads is long now—behind 
Catherine Martin, our very first graduate! 

Heather Allen (B.S. ’96) lives in Fort Wayne and 
works for Fort Wayne Community Schools. Her 
professional interests include autism and AAC. Allen 
reports that she is keeping very busy with her 
children ages 10, 8, and 5. 

Kami (Fiechter) Bear (B.S. ’05) lives in Bluffton, Ind., and 
has one son, Jackson, and is expecting another child in 
June. She earned an MBA at Ashford University.

Nancy DeNise (B.S. ’79) has been teaching 
for 30 years for the Piqua City Schools 
(Ohio) and is planning to retire at the end 

of the 2009–10 school year. She is ready to begin 
chapter 2 in her career, possibly a part-time position 
in schools, nursing homes, or hospitals. Her youngest 
son, Matt, is graduating from high school and then 
moves on to Sinclair Community College in Dayton to 
study auto technology. Her oldest son, Michael, is a 
junior at the University of Toledo majoring in business 
information systems. She is looking forward to a 
relaxing summer and finally getting her “to do” list 
taken care of. 

Mandy (Davis) DeArmond (B.S. ’05) lives in 
Indianapolis and is working for First Steps. DeArmond 
has training in the Beckman Oral Motor Program and 
in Kaufman Speech Praxis methods. She has recently 
divorced and bought a house in Indianapolis. 

Melissa Fuller (B.S. ’09) is currently employed with 
East Noble School Corporation as a speech assistant. 
She is working with pre-school through sixth grade 
students at both Wayne Center and Avilla elementary 
schools. She loves her job and the children she is 
working with. She is applying to master’s programs 
for speech-language pathology and one school has 
expressed interest in granting a temporary permit, so 
that she may be the actual SLP next school year. She 
and her husband celebrated their first wedding 
anniversary in November and are loving married life. 
They are looking forward to landscaping their new 
home this summer as well as making a second 
attempt at gardening (last year was a small disaster). 
Fuller says she feels very blessed both personally 
and professionally.

Carley (McCullough) Hower (B.S. ’07) lives 
in Coldwater, Ohio, with her husband, Tim. 
Carley graduated from Miami University last 

year. She is starting a new job in June with 
Rehabilitative Services Inc. and is looking forward to 
working with adult clients. Carley and Tim are 
currently building a home in Monroe, Indiana, and are 
very excited to return to their hometown. 

Mike Jones (B.S. ’07) is living in Muncie while 
attending Ball State University. He is currently 
finishing his third year of the Au.D. program at Ball 

State and will be starting his fourth year externship 
in early June. He will be doing an externship at a 
private practice in downtown Chicago and at two 
satellite offices in the west suburbs. He will be 
helping to get their new vestibular and balance 
assessment clinic up and running as well as doing 
diagnostic evaluations and hearing aid fittings. Mike 
and his wife will be celebrating three years of 
marriage on June 9, and they are looking forward to 
starting a new chapter in their lives in the great city 
of Chicago. 

Elizabeth King (B.S. ’09) is completing her 
first year at Bowling Green State University 
in Ohio. She is enjoying her coursework 

and her work as a research assistant for one of the 
professors in the department. Currently, she is 
assisting him with research involving infant cry 
analysis and the risk for sudden infant death 
syndrome (SIDS). Her daughter Simone is now almost 
3½ years old. Simone spends most of her time at 
home with Elizabeth’s fiancé, Richard. Richard is 
currently in the process of applying to law school at 
the University of Toledo.

Nikki (Knight) Laycock (B.S. ’06) lives in Fort Wayne 
and works for Southwest Allen County Schools. She 
is currently working on earning a master’s degree 
online with Nova Southeastern University. She 

A

L

U



IPFW Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders • Summer 2010IPFW Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders • Summer 2010 52

Six of the department’s outstanding 
students were honored at the 2010 College 
of Arts and Sciences Honors Banquet on 
April 22. All have had their names added to 
the honor roll of plaques that hang in the 
department office.

Graduating senior Elizabeth Learnard was 
named the Outstanding Communication 
Sciences and Disorders Major for 2010. The 
CSD department continues to have a large 
group of outstanding seniors, so the 
selection was difficult. The award 
acknowledges a high standard of 
scholarship and demonstrated effectiveness 
in leadership or service roles. Besides 
being an outstanding student, Learnard was 
elected president of both department 
clubs—ASL PAH! and SHC. She also served 
as the department student worker for three 
years. Volunteering for tasks around the 
department is something we could always 
count on Learnard to do. Under her 
leadership, camperships were provided for 
the AAC camp in Wisconsin, guest 
speakers provided timely information about 
speech-language pathology, and literacy 
events were provided both on and off 
campus. She excels in all of her endeavors, 
yet she always seemed to have time to be 
a general advisor and big sister to 
underclassmen. Her 
text books for 
graduate school 
were purchased as 
a gift of the Psi Iota 
Xi Theta Sigma 
Chapter in 
Syracuse, Ind.

Senior Megan 
Bowers was chosen 
for the generous 
scholarship from the 
Anne M. Balentine 
Foundation. The 
scholarship is 
funded by the 
Conrad Balentine family of Bluffton, Ind., in 
honor of their daughter and sister, Anne, 
who is deaf, blind, and physically 
challenged. Bowers was selected for 
meritorious scholarship and her interest in 

serving persons with multiple disabilities. 
Bowers’ goal is to use her compassion and 
experience with those who face physical 
challenges to restore hope and purpose 
through better communication skills. She 
will serve as treasurer for the SHC club 

next year. 

Senior Carlee Andress 
was awarded the 
generous Downtown 
(FW) Sertoma William 
Doctor Scholarship 
for her demonstrated 
high scholarship. The 
award was named for 
a founding member of 
the Sertoma Club. 
Andress’ goal is to 
provide services to 
infants in the 
neonatal intensive 
units and to toddlers 
so she can help to 

prevent communication disorders. 

Senior Sarah Herendeen received the Psi 
Iota Xi Delta Gamma (FW)–Donald Doster 
Memorial Scholarship. This award provides 

tuition reduction for a CSD major who has 
demonstrated academic excellence. 
Herendeen loves both ends of the 
communication disorders’ spectrum—
infants and the elderly. She believes she 
can make a difference for each age group 
by providing quality speech-language 
pathology services. She will be the 
president of the SHC in the fall.

Senior Julia Hein was awarded the Psi Iota 
Xi–Eta Rho Chapter (New Haven, Ind.) 
Scholarship. In addition to her excellent 
academic ability, she appreciates the effect 
an SLP can have, as she observed the joy 
on the faces of children who achieved their 
goals in therapy. She wants to work in a 
healthcare setting, serving pediatric clients.

Senior Kirsten Ferrigan received the Psi Iota 
Xi–Theta Theta Chapter (FW) annual CSD 
Textbook Award for her scholarship and for 
her interest in helping people with diverse 
communication disorders. Her love of 
horses has taught her how animals can  
be used to calm fears, aid in balance and 
muscle tone, and to provide situations for 
communication training. She plans to use 
animals in her future employment.

CSD Scholarships and Awards 2010

Front Row (l–r): Carlee Andress, Julia Hein, and Megan Bowers. Back Row (l–r): Chair and 
Professor Lucy Hess, Kirsten Ferrigan, Elizabeth Learnard, continuing lecturer Sharon Egly, and 
Associate Professor Jonathon Dalby. Not pictured: Sarah Herendeen.

A volunteer project that touched my heart 
this year focuses on basic needs of abused/
neglect children in foster care in our area. 
Your professional efforts to enhance their 
communication skills will be critical to their 
success in coping effectively with very 
difficult life situations. 

Do you volunteer now? How would you like 
to help when you have time to reach out? 
Making a difference, on the job and in other 
quiet ways, makes hearts “sing.” It’s a 
wonderful feeling.

Thank you so much for your notes, e-mails, 
and messages relayed from time to time. 
You remain at the heart of my happiest 
IPFW memories.

Pauline Flynn, Ph.D.
Professor Emerita 

Communication Sciences and Disorders
paulinetfwin@aol.com

American Sign  
Language PAH! Club
The ASL PAH! Club continued into its eighth 
year by participating with the deaf 
community through contact with the 

Hoosier Connection. The club sponsored 
several events to earn money to support  
the Deaf, Deaf, Deaf World event in March. 
During the event, everyone must 
communicate using ASL or through 
nonverbal means during most of the 
evening. ALS “police” make sure those 
rules are obeyed. The event brings the 
community to IPFW to learn and help 
educate students. More than 100 people 
attended the event. 

Under Lisa Sproat’s leadership—after the 
business for each club meeting—the 
members played a variety of fun games 
using their ASL sign skills. Maroon and 
white T-shirts were designed that said: 
“ASL PAH!” on the front and “These hands 
were made for talking” on the back. The 
club had a party at the end of each 
semester to celebrate and enjoy the time 
spent with each other. 

The graduating officers are Lisa Sproat, 
president; Jenn Bell, vice president; Ann 
Dutkiewicz, treasurer; Jade Janueseki, 
secretary; Stacy Refner, publicity; and Helen 
Roth, contact with the deaf community. 

Officers for next year are Sheryl Welch, 
president; Lauren Wierzba and Robin Grimm 
co-vice presidents; Stefanie Masters, 
secretary; Karissa Mills, treasurer; 
Stephanie Sahmo, publicist; and Emily 
Harris, historian. 

Make-It, Take-It Continues
The long tradition of Make-It, Take-It 
continued at IPFW this past year, with both 
a fall event for AAC and a spring event for 
speech-language therapy. Students, from 
freshmen to seniors, gathered to make 
therapy materials that can be used with a 
variety of clients in the future. The students 
enjoyed sub sandwiches and snacks during 
the event while completing their projects. 
The junior student who chaired the 
committee was Tanya Gamble. She and her 
committee did an excellent job of putting 
the event together. If you would like to 
volunteer to help with or submit ideas for 
Make-It, Take-It, please contact continuing 
lecturer Sharon Egly, 260-481-6952, 
eglys@ipfw.edu. Good ideas and volunteers 
are never turned away.

married Keegan Laycock on April 4, 2009, and they 
just bought a house.

Chanda Lichtsinn (B.S. ’96), lives in Fort 
Wayne and works for full time as the lead 
pediatric therapist for Turnstone Center for 

Children and Adults with Disabilities (12 years!) and 
part time teaching two sections a semester of CSD 
11500 Introduction to Communicative Disorders at 
IPFW. Her professional interests include AAC, apraxia 
and dysarthria, and theme-based speech and 
language intervention. Lichtsinn and the preschool 
director at Turnstone presented at the 2010 Abilities 
Expo in Fort Wayne on “Collaboration: Bridging the 
Gap between Therapy and the Classroom.” She and 
her husband, Bill, who have been married for almost 
30 years, love to spend every moment possible with 
their grandchildren: Kerrigan, 4, and Brayden, 2. This 
year for their 30th wedding anniversary on June 28, 
they are planning a special vacation trip to their 
favorite island, Sanibel, for two weeks of sunshine 
and seashells. 

Emily McIntosh (B.S. ’06) lives in Pearland, Texas, and 
works for Fort Bend Independent School District. Her 
professional interests include fluency and assistive 
technology. She has two children, McKale, 3, and Isla, 1. 

Shelley May (B.S. ’08) graduated in May with a 
Master of Arts from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. 
She completed a thesis titled “Repeatability of 
Aerodynamic Measures in Children, Ages 4.0–5.11 
Years.” May is currently looking for a hospital position 
in the Chicago area and is very excited to begin her 
career. Her interests include TBI, dysphagia, and 
stroke rehabilitation.

Erin (Bower) Morill (B.S. ’05) lives in 
Coldwater, Mich., and works for the Branch 
Intermediate School District. She 

participated in the statewide Autism Resources and 
Training (START). Erin, husband John, and big sister 
Emma welcomed Harper Grace into the family in 
December 2009. 

Tiffany Owens (B.S. ’09) is working as a speech 
assistant in the Wabash-Miami Area Program for 
Exceptional Children. She provides services to 
approximately 60 children ranging from ages 6–21. 
She has applied for graduate school. She loves her 
job and is anxious to see where her future takes her 
within the field. 

Sarah Schmidt (B.S. ’98) lives in Cromwell, Ind. She 
graduated in 2009 with a master’s degree from  

Western Kentucky University and is currently working 
on her CFY at Goshen Community Schools. Schmidt 
is married and has three children, Morgan, 9; Rhys, 
3; and Parker, 1.

Sally Winters (B.S.’07) is working for the 
Wabash-Miami Area Program and 
completing a master’s degree online with 

Nova Southeastern University. She loves working with 
the children at her schools. Sarah, her oldest 
daughter, made Winters a proud grandma when they 
welcomed Sophia Nicole last August. She says she 
can’t believe how awesome it is to be a grandma. 
She and her husband, Bud, celebrated their 25th 
wedding anniversary in November. Winter’s mother 
moved in with her family last year due to illness. 
Winter’s daughter, Holly, is still at home and will be 
starting seventh grade in the fall. Her sons are 
sharing an apartment in Muncie. Derrick will 
graduate in December with a degree in business and 
Cam is thinking about joining the Navy. 

Ashley Yoder (B.S. ’04) lives in Fort Wayne and works 
for Northwest Allen County Schools. Yoder works with 
preschool to fifth grade students. She is married and 
has three children; Ethan, 7; Elliot, 2; and Emilia, 3 
months (born in March 2010). 
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Under [Elizabeth 
Learnard’s] leadership, 
camperships were 
provided for the AAC 
camp in Wisconsin, 
guest speakers provided 
timely information 
about speech-language 
pathology, and literacy 
events were provided 
both on and off campus.
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Notes from the Chair
The department has  
a new name: 
Communication 
Sciences and 
Disorders (CSD). This 
name better reflects 
the degree and the 
mission of the 
department. We have 
changed course 

prefixes and the major’s name to match with 
the new department name. These changes 
will take a few months for transition, but  
by next year, these changes should be 
accomplished and show on the Web pages 
for IPFW.

 
 

We have added the second year of American 
Sign Language to the major courses. The 
third semester (CSD 28300) will be offered 
beginning in spring 2011 and again in fall  
2011. The fourth semester (CSD 28400) will  
begin in spring 2012. We are excited about 
offering these new courses. Students who are 
earning a Bachelor of Arts can request that 
ASL count for one year of the language 
requirement and take an additional year of 
another language. If students opt for ASL to 
fulfill the language requirement, they also 
must take an international culture course.  
To count ASL for part of the language 
requirement, students fill out a petition that 
explains how ASL will enhance their lives 
and/or their career goals. 

 
Unfortunately, IPFW is experiencing the same 
economic slowdown as every other university  
and business. The implementation of the M.A. in 
SLP has been postponed due to economic 
restrictions. However, we have come this far and 
our commitment remains the same: It’s a matter 
of when the master’s degree will begin, not if.

As you will read in this newsletter, there are 
many creative things happening within the 
department. Please stop in when you are in 
town or when you come to the campus. We 
are delighted to visit with alumni and other 
friends. E-mail messages are also encouraged.

Lucille Hess, Ph.D.
hess@ipfw.edu
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A new event was “staged” during fall break 2009. In conjunction with 
the CSD 405 Computer Applications in Speech/Language Pathology 
(AAC) class, an independent study course that provides hands-on 
experience was developed. As a result, the CSD department hosted a 
weekend day camp for AAC users who were ages 6–20. The camp 
for the children was free thanks to a $750 grant from the Eta Rho 
chapter of Psi Iota Psi and donations from the community. Four 
young people from Allen County, two from Ohio, and one from 
Michigan took part in the camp.

While the overall focus of the camp was social communication,  
the campers took part in a “theatre” production using their 
communication devices on Sunday evening followed by a reception 
for the actors. Campers received a T-shirt and a “Donny” award 
(IPFW’s version of the Tony award) at the end of the weekend. 
Parents were involved by painting sets and finishing simple costumes. 
Everyone agreed that the camp was a success! 

The camp will be sponsored again this fall on the weekend of October 8–10. Please try to attend the performance on Sunday evening. The play, 
You Are Special, is based on the Max Lucado book of the same name.

2009 IPFW Poss-Abilities (AAC) Camp

Save the Date for October 2010: AAC Poss-Abilities Theatre Camp 

Actors in the first annual ACC Poss-Abilities Theatre Camp in  
October 2009.

Camp participants and 
their families, along with 
IPFW faculty, CSD 
students, and community 
volunteers, helped make 
the camp’s inaugural year 
in 2009 a great success on 
the IPFW campus. This 
year’s camp is scheduled 
for October 8–10.

free

Camp Staff
Camp Director

Sharon Egly, M.A.T., CCC-SLP

Communication Sciences and Disorders 

Department Chair

Lucille Hess, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

Camp Assistants

IPFW/CSD Undergraduate Students

Community Support Staff 

Turnstone Center for Children and Adults  

with Disabilities                        

Local Speech-Language Pathologists

For an application or more 

information, please contact:

Sharon Egly, M.A.T., CCC-SLP

Communication Sciences and Disorders

IPFW

2101 East Coliseum Boulevard

Fort Wayne, IN 46805-1499

260-481-6952

Be  A  S TAr !

OcTOBer  8 –10 ,  2010

Individuals will participate in...

Games
Social Activities
Short Play

Indiana University–Purdue University Fort Wayne

2010

Augmentative/Alternative 

Communication (AAC) 

Poss-Abilities Theatre Camp

        If interested, com
plete the follow

ing form
 and return it by August 12, 2010, to:  

      Com
m

unication Sciences and Disorders, 2101 East Coliseum
 Boulevard, Fort W

ayne, IN 46805-1499

 

Nam
e: ____________________________________________ Age: _______ D.O.B.:  ______________________ 

Parent/Guardian nam
e(s): ____________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________  Alternate phone: _________________________________ 

E-m
ail address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent(s)/guardian(s)/caregiver(s) w
ho w

ill attend w
ith the participant: _____________________________

Type of ACC device used by the cam
per: ________________________________________________________
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