
Indiana Universit y–Purdue Universit y Fort Wayne Fall 2009

The 
Remnant Trust at IPFW

2009 International 
Photography Contest 
Winners | p. 10

Beyond the Classroom: 
Helping IPFW Students 
Excel | p. 12

The Extra Mile: Community 
Service | p. 16

COAS and Community 
Outreach | p. 22

College 
of 
Arts 
and 
Sciences



Collegium is a publication
for the alumni of the 

College of Arts and Sciences at 
Indiana University–Purdue University 

Fort Wayne.  
It is produced by 

the 
College of Arts and Sciences

in collaboration with
University Relations and Communications.

Editor and Writer   Cathleen M. Carosella
Copy Editor                 Dane Hawley
Designer                        Ruth Petitti

We’d love to hear from you!

Collegium
College of Arts and Sciences

IPFW
2101 E. Coliseum Blvd.

Fort Wayne, IN 46805-1499
260-481-0686

collegium@ipfw.edu

IPFW is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access University.

Features
2009 International Photography Contest Winners | p. 10

Beyond the Classroom: Helping IPFW Students Excel | p. 12

The Extra Mile: Community Service | p. 16

COAS and Community Outreach | p. 22

Distinguished Dialogues | p. 31

In Every Issue
Department Spotlights | p. 2

Alumni Updates | p. 26

Up, up, and away!   
A scene from the Science 
Olympiad in January
p. 22

Detail of "Golden 
Prize" from the 
2009 International 
Photography 
Contest winners
p. 10

Cover Photo by Joshua Hoering,
the first-place winner of the 2008 
International Photography Contest for 
the most picturesque or unusual photo, 
which he took in Cinque Terre, Italy. See 
pages 10–11 for this year's contest 
winners.



  |   1

Dear Friend of the   
College of Arts and Sciences,
It is with pleasure that I invite you to 
enjoy this second issue of Collegium, 
the annual alumni magazine of the IPFW 
College of Arts and Sciences (COAS). 

In June 2009, Marc Lipman stepped 
down as the dean of COAS. Marc’s eight 
years of leadership and service are 
deeply appreciated. After a sabbatical, 
he will be returning to the Department 
of Mathematical Sciences to focus on 
his passions: teaching and research. 

While I am new to the position of dean 
of COAS, I am not new to IPFW. I joined 
COAS’s Department of Geosciences 
in 1994, and for the past seven years, 
I have served as the associate vice 
chancellor for research. I am proud to 
call IPFW my academic home.

These are very exciting times at IPFW. 
Alumni returning to campus invariably 
remark on the growth of the physical 
facilities. Evidence of growth can be 
found on IPFW’s expanding campuses: 
additional student housing on the 
Waterfield Campus, the Ron Venderly 
Family Bridge over the St. Joseph River, 
the expansion of the Northeast Indiana 
Innovation Center on the Northeast 
Campus, and the Student Services 
Complex that will link the Gates Sports 
Center with Walb Student Union and 
Helmke Library. 

More important than buildings, however, 
is the growth in the number of students 
selecting IPFW as their university of 
choice. IPFW’s fall 2009 enrollment 
is more than ten percent higher than 
2008’s. This growth in students and  
classes has naturally been felt within 
COAS. During the 2008–09 academic 

year, COAS students received 370 
degrees and certificates, and this fall 
the number of students majoring in 
COAS programs has increased by eight 
percent. These statistics are clear 
indicators of the quality, rigor, and 
relevance of the education provided by 
the COAS faculty.

The college has set several key 
priorities for this academic year. We 
will continue to seek out new ways to 
work with and within our community. 
By building stronger connections 
throughout northeast Indiana and 
beyond, COAS will more completely 
fulfill its mission of providing a rich and 
diverse liberal education that prepares 
students for the complexities of a 
global society. In this issue, we hope 
you will enjoy learning about a few of 
the many COAS programs and people 
driving our student development and 
outreach programs. These represent 
just a glimpse into a few, but highlight 
how much our faculty and staff enjoy 
working with our students, in our 
community, and for northeast Indiana.

I invite you to remain connected to IPFW 
through participation in the numerous 
events and programs presented across 
campus. I hope you find this issue of 
Collegium interesting and informative, 
and I wish you the best for continued 
success.

 

Letter from the Dean

Carl N. Drummond
Dean of the College of Arts  and Sciences



2  |  IPFW College of Arts and Sciences  |  Fall 2009

Biology

Graduates: Biology had 
another great year, with 
27 undergraduate and 
five graduate students 
matriculating in spring 
2009. The Beta Beta Beta 
Honor Society inducted 24 
new members—the most 
ever. Abigail Kleber was the 
Outstanding Senior  
for 2009.  

Distinguished Lecturer: 
Professor and Chair Bruce 
Kingsbury gave the College 
of Arts and Sciences 
Distinguished Lecturer 
presentation on April 30. His 
talk was entitled, “Snake 

Tales: Chasing Reptiles 
and Promoting Their 
Conservation.” He spoke 
about our fascination and fear 
of snakes and his research 
team’s efforts to conserve 
reptiles of the Midwest. 
Kingsbury was also named 
a Pippert Science Research 
Scholar for 2009–10.

 
Updated Textbook: Marilyn 
M. Shannon, instructor in 
biology, published an updated 
and expanded fourth edition 
of her book, Fertility, Cycles, 
& Nutrition, which is 
published by the Couple 
to Couple League, an 
organization that promotes 
natural family planning.

Communications

Congratulations: Ann 
Colbert, coordinator of the 
Journalism Program, was 
elected recording secretary 
of the Women’s Press Club 
of Indiana, a nonprofit 
organization of media 
professionals and a charter 
member of the National 
Federation of Press Women.

Spring 2009 Award 
Recipients: Nichole Root 
is this year’s recipient 
of the Department of 
Communication's Student 
Service Award. Last semester, 
along with several other 
communications students, 
she created the Foundation of 
IPFW’s Leading Moviemakers 
(the F.I.L.M. Club) and 
currently serves as the 
organization’s president. 
Jack Sieber received the 
Outstanding Student Award 
for 2009. Shea L. Stackhouse 
received a bachelor’s 
degree in interpersonal and 
organizational communication 
with a minor in public 
relations. She has been a 
recipient of the Chancellor's 
Scholarship Award for four 
years. She is a member of the 
National Honor Society and 
has received distinguished 
honors for academic 
achievement. Shea plans on 
pursuing a master’s degree.

Department Spotlights

Spring 2009 communication and journalism award recipients and faculty (L–R): 
Communication: Sheila Cuffy, visiting instructor; Jack Sieber, Outstanding Student  Award 
for 2009 recipient; Sharon Wight, Outstanding Service Award for 2009 recipient; and Irwin 
Mallin, associate professor. Journalism: Misty Pruitt, Dan Hartman, Tony Yaney, and Sheila 
Hamilton-Taylor, limited-term lecturer

Assistant Professor Suin 
Roberts (ILCS) works with a 
group of German language 
students.
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Communication Sciences 
and Disorders

New Name: In May 2009, 
the Department of Audiology 
and Speech Sciences 
received approval for a new 
name: the Department of 
Communication Sciences and 
Disorders (CSD). 

CSD Alumna Receives 
IPFW Award: Chanda 
Lichtsinn (B.S. ’96) received 
the Outstanding Associate 
Faculty Award for 2009. She 
is also a graduate of the 
IPFW CSD department. The 
selection committee of the 
IPFW Senate Faculty Affairs 
Committee commended 
Lichtsinn for her substantial 
contribution and service to 
the department. They were 
impressed with her “strong 
teaching evaluations and her 
commitment to improving her 
teaching.” She was honored 
at the fall convocation on  
Aug. 25, 2009.  

Thanks and 
Congratulations: Deb 
Ramer, CSD secretary, was 
recognized for her 20 years 
at IPFW this spring. She has 
been with CSD for more than 
18 years. Her experience is 
invaluable to everyone—
students, faculty, and visitors. 
Congratulations on this well-
deserved recognition. 

New Research: Assistant 
Professor Jonathan Dalby 
continued his research into 
the effects of foreign-accent 
on the intelligibility of English 
speech. Dalby and his co-
investigators, Catherine 
Rogers and Kanai Nishi 
from the University of South 
Florida, have shown that 
Mandarin Chinese-accented 
English speech that is nearly 
as intelligible as native 
speech when presented in 
ideal listening conditions 
is more degraded in noisy 
listening conditions than 
native speech. They have 
hypothesized that this effect 
is evidence of the extra effort 
needed to process accented 

speech. Dalby is currently 
conducting experiments using 
Spanish-accented isolated 
words in several different 
levels of background noise 
to support this hypothesis. 
He presented preliminary 
results of this work at the 
November 2008 meeting of 
the Acoustical Society of  
America in Miami.

 
Change in Faculty: In fall 
2009 Joy (Stepinski) Musser 
joined the department 
to teach Introduction to 
Communicative Disorders. 
Muser completed a Ph.D. in 
spring 2009. She taught for 
CSD several years ago before 
she went back to school to 
earn a Ph.D., specializing 
in voice disorders and 
intervention. While working 
on classes, Musser and her 
husband also welcomed a 
new son into their lives.  

ASL Sign Choir: The IPFW 
ASL Choir performed the 
National Anthem during 
IPFW’s Commencement 
in May 2009. The choir 
consisted of Ann Dutkiewicz, 
Robin Grimm, Stephanie 
Hoppes, Lisa Kleinheksel, 
Elizabeth Learnard, Helen 
Roth, Regency Sharma, and 
Sheryl Welch. 

Make-It, Take-It: The long 
tradition of Make-It, Take-It 
continued at IPFW in 2009. 
Students gathered to make 
therapy materials that can be 

Deb Ramer

Chanda  
Lichtsinn
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used with a variety of clients 
in the future. They enjoyed 
dinner together before 
completing their projects. 

If you would like to volunteer 
for Make-It, Take-It or share 
your ideas, please contact 
continuing lecturer Sharon 
Egly at 260-481-6952 or 
eglys@ipfw.edu. Good ideas 
and volunteers are never 
turned away! 

Generous Community 
Support: Every year the 
Sertoma Foundation supports 
the continuing education of 
CSD faculty with a stipend to 
attend the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association 
(ASHA) convention. We are 
grateful for the support of 
both the foundation and the 
Downtown Sertoma Club (the 
CSD department is an affiliate 
of the club). Also, many thanks 
and kudos to the Downtown 
Sertoma Club for 22 years of 
financial support through a 
scholarship for IPFW speech 
and hearing majors. 

Poss-Abilities Theatre 
Camp: CSD department 
members helped plan and 
present a new campus event 
for fall 2009. In conjunction 
with the AUS 405 Computer 
Applications in Speech/
Language Pathology class, 
an independent study course 
was developed that will 
provide hands-on experiences 
students have asked for in 
the past. The CSD department 
hosted a weekend day camp 
in October for Augmentative/
Alternative Communication 
(AAC) users ages 6–12. This 
pilot camp program received 
a $750 grant from the Eta 
Rho chapter of Psi Iota Psi. 

This year’s camp was free 
and the children received 
T-shirts and awards at the 
end of the weekend. The 
primary focus of the camp 
was on using communication 
in new social situations.  
They took part in a “theatre” 
production using their 
communication devices 
followed by a reception for the 

actors. At least one parent/
caregiver accompanied each 
child at camp and helped paint 
sets and finish costumes.  

From the Communication 
and Disorders Clinic: Eight 
senior students completed 
their clinicals in spring 2009, 
with nine clients served. 
One student had two clients 
and earned her gerontology 
certificate following the 
completion of the practicum. 

The wide variety of clients 
in the clinic made it 
particularly challenging this 
year; however, all of the 
students agreed that it was a 
valuable experience. Because 
evidence-based practice 
is so important, this year 
the students were required 
to research the technique 
each planned to use with 
her client and determine if 
the technique was based on 
sound research.

CSD scholarship and award recipients (L–R):  
Back row: Department Chair Lucy Hess, Lisa Kleinheksel, Carolyn Dent, Jennifer Bell, Jade Januseski,  
continuing lecturer Sharon Egly, and Assistant Professor Johnathan Dalby. Front Row: Ann Dutkiewicz,   
Stephanie Hoppes (Outstanding Senior), Stacy Refner, and Mariesa Rang.
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Kudos to CSD Majors: 
Senior Mariesa Rang was 
selected for a second year 
to be an orientation assistant 
for the Student Orientation, 
Advising, and Registration 
(SOAR) program. She 
assisted incoming freshmen 
this summer to help them 
learn about IPFW and feel 
welcome. Stephanie Hoppes 
(B.S. ’09) was selected for a 
Greater Fort Wayne Business 
Weekly magazine layout as 
one of the Fort Wayne’s 20 
most interesting graduating 
seniors. Senior Regency 
Sharma was awarded the 
College of Arts and Sciences’ 
Robert E. Wise Scholarship, 
which is offered to a CSD                   
major every four years.

Eight of the department’s 
outstanding students were 
honored at the 2009 College 
of Arts and Sciences Honors 
Banquet on April 22. The 
department continues to have 
a large group of outstanding 
seniors, so the selection  
was difficult. 

Graduating senior Stephanie 
Hoppes was named the 
Outstanding Audiology and 
Speech Sciences Major 
for 2009. Seniors Jennifer 
Bell and Jade Januseski 
shared in the generous 
scholarship from the Anne 
M. Balentine Foundation, a 
scholarship funded by the 
Conrad Balentine family of 
Bluffton, Ind., in honor of 
their daughter and sister, 
Anne, who is deaf, blind, 
and physically challenged. 
Seniors Lisa Kleinheksel and 

Stacy Refner were awarded 
the Downtown (FW) Sertoma 
William Doctor Scholarship 
for their demonstrated high 
scholarship; this award 
was named for a founding 
member of the Sertoma 
Club. Senior Ann Dukiewicz 
received the Psi Iota Xi Delta 
Gamma (FW)–Donald Doster 
Memorial Scholarship, which 
provides tuition reduction 
for a CSD major who has 
demonstrated academic 
excellence. Senior Carolyn 
Dent was awarded the Psi 
Iota Xi-Eta Rho Chapter (New 
Haven, Ind.) Scholarship. 
Senior Mariesa Rang received 
the Psi Iota Xi-Theta Theta 
Chapter (FW) annual CSD 
Textbook Award. 

English and Linguistics 
 
Joint Faculty-Student 
Publication: Visiting 
Professor Curtis Crisler and 
the Summer Bridge class 
of 2008 created, edited, 
designed, and published 
Leaving Me Behind: (Writing 
a New Me). Crisler describes 
the book as a Freedom 
Writers' Diary by and for IPFW 
students. He hopes other 
freshman classes at IPFW 
and beyond can use the book 
to help students make the 
transition to college. The book 
is available through Amazon.
com and lulu.com.

Summer Bridge is a program 
designed “to prepare ‘at-risk’ 
recent high school graduates 
for admission into degree 
programs” at IPFW. The 

students live on campus for 
six weeks while they take 
composition and sociology 
classes and participate in a 
variety of events designed 
to help them transition to 
college. Leaving Me Behind is 
a collection of the students’ 
journals about their transition 
from high school “kids” to 
college adults, chronicling 
their thoughts from Summer 
Bridge’s first day through six 
weeks into the fall 2008 term. 

Editing journal entries was 
part of the composition class; 
the editors chose which 20–
25 entries per week would be 
in the book. (Everyone did an 
entry each day). The student 
authors had final approval 
of the copy, and the student 
editors made sure everyone 
was represented equally. 
Crisler wrote an introduction 
and epilogue, but he stresses 
that the students did most of 
the work, from the writing to 
print production.

 

 

Writers Visit IPFW: The IPFW 
Visiting Writers Series has 
hosted 65 writers of national 
renown since its inception 
in 1992. Professor George 
Kalamaras has coordinated 
the series since 1994, 
with a special emphasis on 
community outreach. Visiting 
writers give a public reading 
and often conduct a writing 
workshop. Events are open 
to the public and are free of 
charge. A variety of university 
and community groups 
sponsor the series, with 
special contributions by the 
Office of the Vice Chancellor 
for Academic Affairs and the 
Department of English and 
Linguistics. 

During fall 2009, IPFW 
students and the public 
enjoyed a joint reading by 
Linda Pennisi and David 
Lloyd. In partnership with 
IPFW’s Omnibus lecture 
series, the Visiting Writers 
Series will welcome author 
and professor Jamaica 
Kincaid on Feb. 11, 
2010. In April 2010, Cecelia 
Rodriguez-Milanes will 
participate in the series. For 
a list of the 2009–10 visiting 
writers and events, please 
see www.ipfw.edu/engl/
news/visiting.shtml or contact 
Kalamaras at  
kalamara@ipfw.edu. 

Shakespeare in Chicago: 
Michael Stapleton, IPFW’s 
Chapman Distinguished 
Professor of English and 
Director of Graduate Studies 
in English and Linguistics, 
regularly hosts “Shakespeare 
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in Chicago” bus trips that are 
open to the public. Stapleton 
teaches courses in early 
modern literature and culture, 
including Shakespeare; has 
published four books; and is 
currently editor of the New 
Variorum Shakespeare: Julius 
Caesar. On the "Shakespeare 
in Chicago" trips, he 
and others provide brief 
introductory lectures about 
the relevant plays en route to 
Chicago. The cost includes 
bus transport to Chicago’s 
Navy Pier and tickets. An early 
departure from Fort Wayne 
gives participants time to 
shop, sightsee, and pursue 
lunch on their own.

In October 2009, participants 
saw Richard III, the riveting 
story of the villainous king 
who murders and seduces 
his way to the throne, only 
to lose it to the ethical Henry 
of Richmond, later the first 
Tudor monarch, Henry VII. 
In April 2009, the play was 
Shakespeare’s comedy 
Twelfth Night in which a 
shipwreck off the coast of 
Illyria results in a tale of 
mistaken identity and  
unlikely love for twins Viola 
and Sebastian.

These trips occur regularly 
and are open to the public. 
For more information on 
upcoming plays and costs, 
please see www.ipfw.edu/
engl/news/shakespeare or the 
current Division of Continuing 
Studies catalog at  
learn.ipfw.edu. 
 
 

New Novel: Down from 
Moonshine, a novel by 
Professor Mary Ann Cain, 
was published by 13th Moon 
Press in both print and 
digital formats. The book’s 
publication announcement 
provides plot highlights: 
“Chicago grit and jazz, racing 
stables, and the bonds that 
tie people to race horses: . . . 
this novel tells the intertwined 
stories of Viney, an African-
American woman who moves 
to Chicago in the early 20th 
century northward migration, 
and of Lenny and Caroline, 
an interracial couple trying to 
find themselves in a quickly 
changing world.” For more 
information, see  
http://13thmoon.net. 

 

Cain’s fiction, memoirs, and 
blurred genre work have 
appeared in numerous 
literary journals. In addition 
to her literary work, she is 
the recipient of an Indiana 
Arts Commission Individual 
Artist grant and residencies 
at the at the Mary Hambidge 
Center for Arts and Hill House 
Writers’ Retreat. She is a 
creative writing instructor 
for the Three Rivers Jenbe 
Ensemble, a West African 

drumming and dance group 
for young people.  

Confluence Issues 
Available: The 2009 issue 
of Confluence, the English 
and Linguistics department’s 
student literary magazine, is 
in print. Many IPFW students 
submitted photography, 
poetry, fiction, essays, drama, 
memoir, creative non-fiction, 
and artwork. Copies of the 
2009 issue are available in 
the English office, Classroom- 
Medical Building, Room 145, 
for $5. Copies can also be 
ordered online at www.lulu.
com/content/paperback-book/
confluence-2009/6501427.

The call for 2010 submissions 
was in the fall edition of 
the English and Linguistics 
department’s newsletter. The 
editorship and other duties 
for the 2010 issue will be 
coordinated by students 
taking Associate Professor 
Stevens Amidon’s fall 2009 
Publications Management 
course. For more information, 
contact Amidon, the 
magazine’s faculty advisor, at 
amidons@ipfw.edu.

 
English and Linguistics 
Honors Students: The 2009 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Annual Honors Banquet 
was April 22. The English 
and Linguistics department 
honored the following 
students: Outstanding 
English Major, Erin St. Myers; 
Hollander Scholarship, Patrick 
Kessler; Rainn Malis McPhail 
Scholarship, Meghann 
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Bassett; and Psi Iota Xi 
Scholarship, Paul Sade Sr. 
The department congratulates 
these students for their 
outstanding work.

Congratulations were also 
extended to John Merhar 
and Millicent Lawrence, 
whose work was accepted 
for presentations at the 17th 
Annual Clement S. Stacy 
Undergraduate Research 
Conference in April 2009. 
Merhar’s paper was entitled, 
“J.R.R. Tolkien’s Process 
for Creating Middle-Earth 
and Personal Fantasy World 
Setting Creation.” Lawrence’s 
paper was entitled, “The Two 
Faces of Edith Wharton’s 
Feminism.”

Geosciences

Ancient Hare Discovered: 
Professors James Farlow and 
Anne Argast are credited as 
coauthors on a paper about 
a new species of prehistoric 
hare. They do not have many 
details yet about how it 
lived—or died. Farlow also 
discussed the new species 
of hare as a part of the 
Discovering IPFW series on 
PBS Channel 39.

Farlow and Argast co-
authored the report with Mary 
R. Dawson, curator emeritus 
of vertebrate paleontology 
at the Carnegie Museum of 
Natural History in Pittsburgh. 
Fossil remains of the new 
hare—a portion of its lower 
left jaw, 14 teeth, and a few 
fragments of limb bones—

were found at the Pipe Creek 
Jr. quarry southwest of 
Marion in Grant County, Ind. 
For more information, see 
www.hare-preservation-trust.
co.uk/docs/HareToday27a.pdf. 

Geoclub Events: In 2009, 
the IPFW Geoclub sponsored 
a Dunk-A-Doc event in 
which faculty, including IPFW 
Chancellor Michael Wartell, 
participated. Club members 
also repainted the geo lounge 
in the Science Building 
and visited Mammoth Cave 
National Park in Kentucky. 

New Faces: In fall 2009, the 
Department of Geosciences 
welcomed Assistant Professor 
Aranzazu (Arancha) Pinan-
Llamas to the faculty. 
Pinan-Llamas specializes in 
structural geology. 

The department also 
welcomed a new secretary, 
Diana Weber, as Linda 
Whitlock left for Indianapolis 
after completing her program 
at IPFW. 

Student Award: Geosciences 
major Nicholas Flores was 

the 2008 Subaru Minority 
Student Scholarship recipient 
at the Geological Society 
of America (nominated by 
Professor Anne Argast).

 
Conferences: Three faculty 
(Benjamin Dattilo, James 
Farlow, and Solomon Isiorho) 
went to the 2009 North 
Central Geological Society 
of America (GSA) meeting in 
Rockford, Ill., and gave a total 
of five presentations at the 
conference.

Assistant Professor Dattilo 
took seven undergraduate 
students (Nicholas Flores, 
Sasha Mosser, Jammie 
Mosser, Philip Bremer, Jadda 
Moffett, Michael Harrison, 
and Katherine Bulinski) with 
him to the GSA meeting. The 
students presented three 
papers on their work 

Student Presentations: Luan 
Watson and Professor  Isiorho 
presented a paper entitled 
“Teaching Environmental 
Education in Middle School 
Science—Radical Reflections 
of a Middle School Classroom 
Teacher” at the 2009 Fort 
Wayne Teaching Conference 
on February 8. At the 2009 
IPFW Student Research 
and Creative Endeavor 
Symposium, Geosciences 
student P. H. "Peach" 
Sundquist, Isiorho, and 
Associate Professor Michael 
Columbia (chemistry) 
delivered a presentation 
entitled “Modeling Glacial Till 
Aquifer System at IPFW.” 

Other Faculty 
Accomplishments: 
Geosciences faculty reviewed 
manuscripts for seven 
peer-reviewed journals and 
proposals for the National 
Science Foundation. 
Professor James Farlow is 
the editor of the book series 
Life of the Past for Indiana 
University Press. 

International Language 
and Culture Studies

Conference Presentations: 
Several ILCS professors 
attended and presented at 
international conferences. 
Assistant Professors Talia 
Bugel and Jens Clegg 
presented papers at the 15th 
International Conference 
of the Latin American 
Association of Linguistics and 
Philology in August 2008.

Assistant Professors Lee and 
Suin Roberts attended the 
third International Conference 
on Korean Language and 
Culture in Korea in November 
2008. Suin Roberts was 
the keynote speaker at this 
conference, and Lee Roberts 
presented a paper. Suin 
Roberts also attended and 
presented at the Korean 
Migration in Germany 
conference in December 
2008.

  

Aranzazu  
Pinan-Llamas
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Awards: Associate Professor 
Nancy Virtue received the 
Leepoxy Excellence in 
Undergraduate Teaching Award 
in spring 2008. In 2009, three 
faculty (Talia Bugel, Jens 
Clegg, and Karla Zepeda) 
received a Purdue Research 
Foundation Summer  
Research Grant. 

New Program: The ILCS 
department has been involved 
in developing a new program 
called the IPFW High School 
Foreign Language Institute. 
Beginning this fall, Arabic and 
Chinese language classes were 
added to the ILCS curriculum. 
Students from area high 
schools will have the chance 
to take these classes. For 
further details, see “COAS and 
Community Outreach” on  
page 22.

Psychology

Student Awards: The annual 
Outstanding Senior Award 
is presented to a student 
who demonstrates academic 
excellence as well as a 
commitment to extracurricular 
activities such as research 
or clinical applications. The 
2008–09 award was shared 
by Jennifer Deffenbaugh and 
Joshua Fiechter. The William 
James Award, an occasional 
award the department gives to 
an outstanding student, went 
to Jenna Harmon in 2009. 
Melissa McFadden Skeel 
received the 2009 Senior 
Excellence Award, which 
honors students who have 

shown outstanding academic 
performance and involvement 
in either the campus or the 
community. Seniors Rachel 
Kiser and Colleen O’Brien were 
the recipients of the senior 
scholarship, an award given 
for use in their senior year to 
psychology majors who display 
both academic excellence and 
community involvement.  

MPA Conference: Elaine 
Blakemore, associate dean 
of faculty development for 
COAS and professor of 
psychology, was president of 
the Midwestern Psychological 
Association (MPA) during 
2008–09. Her duties included 
giving the presidential address 
at the 2009 MPA conference 
in Chicago. She provided 
the audience with a very 
informative presentation in 
which she reviewed her work 
on how gender correlated with 
behavior of infants and toy 
preference. She also hosted 
the presidential party.

A group of IPFW undergraduate 
psychology students 
attended the annual three-
day conference, one of the 
largest psychological science 
conferences in the country. 
Faculty and students from 
IPFW presented their research 
in many sessions. IPFW was 
represented during the poster 
sessions by students Melissa 
Skeel, Jenna Harmon, Elise 
Minick, Dana Harter, Jenna 
Beres, Latoda Pope, Andrea 
Bangert, and Amanda Stryker, 
who presented research they 
had completed in collaboration 
with faculty members Michelle 

Drouin, Brenda Lundy, and 
Jay Jackson. IPFW was 
represented with invited 
talks by faculty members 
Drouin, Lesa Rae Vartanian, 
Jeannie DiClementi, and Carol 
Lawton. Assistant Professor 
Jody Ross was featured in 
the discussion “Entering the 
Academic Workplace,” while 
Assistant Professor Dan Miller 
was featured in a symposium 
titled “Collective Response to 
Disadvantage.” 

Psi Chi–The National Honor 
Society in Psychology: The 
IPFW chapter of Psi Chi was 
busy during the 2008–09 
academic year. Joel Sprunger 
was president for fall 2008 
and created the first Psi Chi 
Google group and YouTube 
video channel on which annual 
club meetings and events are 
posted. Psi Chi members also 
participated in Walk Now for 
Autism. In conjunction with 
the Psychology Club, Psi Chi 
hosted information booths at 
both the Mental Health Day 
and the Great American Smoke 
Out events on campus. 

Psi Chi members elected 
a new president, Melissa 
McFadden Skeel, during 
spring 2009. Psi Chi also 
introduced healthy concession 
snacks in the Psi Chi office. 
In February and April 2009, 
Psi Chi members put together 
gift bags for the veterans 
hospitalized at the Veterans 
Administration hospital in Fort 
Wayne. 
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Women’s Studies 

International Women’s Day: 
The IPFW Women's Studies 
Program (WOST) was a proud 
sponsor of the third annual 
celebration of International 
Women’s Day in Fort Wayne 
on March 8. The international 
event reaches out to women 
around the world. Event 
planners asked women, men, 
and children to send uplifting 
messages of hope that were 
shared with those who came 
to celebrate in Fort Wayne. 

The Fort Wayne Museum of 
Art opened its galleries to 
guests of the event. Food was 
provided by Club Soda, and 
mini massages and free gift 
baskets were given to those 
in attendance. Speakers from 
IPFW and Vera Bradley also 
participated. 

Since its inaugural 
observance in 1911, 
International Women’s Day 
has provided a rallying 
point for women throughout 
the world. Several local 
organizations worked to 
provide entertainment, and 
educational, relaxing, and 

inspiring programming at the 
event. For more information 
on the 2009 day, future 
IWD events, and a complete 
list of sponsors, visit www.
iwdevents.com.

 
Welcoming the New WOST 
Director: The search for 
a new director of the IPFW 
Women’s Studies Program 
concluded with a wonderful 
choice for the program, 
Janet Badia, who represents 
the vitality students and the 
program were seeking. Badia 
began her administrative 
duties in July 2009. Her 
academic duties began in 
August 2009, teaching WOST 
W304 Feminist Theories. 

Badia hopes to help the WOST 
program grow and “increase 
the sense of community 
among the students, staff, 
and instructors” by working 
“closely together on campus- 
and community-related 
initiatives and events.” 
She said even during her 
interviews she “felt instantly 
at home” with the students 
and affiliated faculty. She 
looks forward to working 
with current WOST students 
and encouraging others to 
include a WOST course to 
complement their studies.

Before joining WOST in July, 
Badia taught at Marshall 
University for nine years 
and at Ohio State University, 
where she completed an 
M.A. and Ph.D. Her academic 
interests include the history 
of women’s readings, feminist 
theory, girl culture, women 

and popular culture, rhetorics 
of gender in academia, and 
American women writers, 
most notably, Sylvia Plath 
and Anne Sexton. Her current 
work includes a text on Plath 
and women readers, and a 
conference paper about how 
women are constructed in 
academic self-help guides 
like Ms. Mentor’s Impeccable 
Guide to Women in Academia.

Education Means 
Everything (EME) Grants: 
To help WOST students 
navigate unexpected financial 
difficulties, the nonprofit 
Community Friends of 
Women’s Studies has created 
an emergency fund called 
Education Means Everything 
(EME). Students often find 
themselves facing a financial 
crisis that could potentially 
derail their dreams of 
completing their education. 
Often these events represent 
a small amount of money 
in reality, but the resulting 
decisions could mean the 
difference between academic 
success and failure. 

EME grants could help with 
a utility bill, gas money, 
medicine, or childcare. They 
are intended to help a student 
stay in school by covering 
a one-time need. For more 
information on the grant, 
contact the organization 
through one of following 
ways: Community Friends 
of Women’s Studies, 6142 
St. Joe Center Road, Fort 
Wayne, IN 46835, 260-748-
8364, www.cfwsinc.com, and 
cfwsinc@gmail.com.

Honors and Awards: Linda 
C. Fox, feminist activist, 
educator, and long-time 
director of the Women’s 
Studies Program at IPFW, 
returned for the Arts and 
Sciences Honors Banquet 
in April. She presented the 
inaugural Linda C. Fox Award 
to senior Nicole Affolder. 
This academic award was 
established by the Community 
Friends of Women’s Students 
Inc. to honor Fox’s long-time 
commitment to women’s 
issues and her directing of 
the IPFW Women’s Studies 
Program. At the dinner, Dana 
Jennifer Netting received the 
Joan Daley Uebelhoer Award 
for 2008–09, an award that 
recognizes both academic 
contributions and activism 
related to women’s issues. t

Janet Badia

Linda C. Fox
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Curandero Jose > 

by Christine A. Smith

Category: Favorite Cultural Interaction 

First Place

Peru

< Mastodon at European Parliament

by Sharene King 

Category : Mastodons Abroad

First Place

Strasbourg, France

Clouds at Stonehenge >  

by Shubitha Kever 

Category: Most 
Picturesque or Unusual

Second Place Honorable 
Mention 

Wiltshire, England

Seoul by Night

by Jansen Langle

Category : Most Picturesque or Unusual

First Place

Seoul, South Korea
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Notre Dame of Montreal

by Romain Weber

Category:  Most Picturesque or Unusual

First Place Honorable Mention

Montreal, Canada

< Pesky Mime

by Andria Weiss

Category : Favorite Cultural Interaction

Third Place

Italy

 Place de Concorde

by JungIn Choe 

Category: Most Picturesque or Unusual

Third Place

Paris, France

>

 Golden Prize

by Benjamin Vann

Category : Most Picturesque or Unusual

Second Place

South Korea

>

>

2009I n t e rna t i ona lPhoto 
ContestWinners
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Students who pursue work experience in their respective 

fields are more likely to excel in those professions than those 

who do not, and mentorship by experienced professionals 

also increases employee success and development. For 

various professionals—teachers, research assistants, nurses, 

and so forth—on-the-job training under the guidance of 

experienced mentors has long been a part of their academic 

programs. For students in other programs, practical 

experiences such as presenting at professional conferences, 

publishing research in trade or academic journals, or teaching 

at the college level is not available until graduate school.  

At IPFW, various College of Arts and Sciences (COAS) 

departments have created opportunities for students to gain 

real-world professional experiences, refine their professional 

communication and presentation skills, and actively apply 

classroom learning in professional situations.

College students are aware that to be competitive in the 

job market, they need résumé-building, career-focused 

experience.  In COAS, most degree programs offer students 

Experiential learning beyond 
the classroom has long been 
recognized as an essential element 
in preparing students for successful 
careers. In an interview for the first 
issue of  Collegium, Thomas Cool (B.S. 

’72, geosciences) said the extracurricular 

training and support he received from  
Department of Geosciences faculty members 

played a significant role in his success as a 

student and as a professional. As he explains, 

“We could always count on significant one-on-

one contact with the faculty. That is  what set 

IPFW apart from the larger main campuses   

in my mind.”  

Features
Beyond the Classroom:
Helping IPFW 
Students Excel

By Cathleen M. Carosella
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experiential learning opportunities. 

Internships, both paid and unpaid, 

are the most familiar, but students 

can enhance their college experience 

and, ultimately, career readiness 

in other ways.  Most experiential 

learning programs are led by faculty, 

so the participants benefit from the 

mentorship of individuals who are 

experts in these fields, both academic 

and corporate. And unlike the norm 

on many campuses, these opportunities 

are open to IPFW undergraduates.

In IPFW’s Women’s Studies (WOST) 

Program, sponsorship from Indiana 

University President Michael 

McRobbie and the WOST Program 

allows students to present their own 

research at the annual Women’s 

and Gender Studies Undergraduate 

Conference. In April 2009, under 

the supervision of Professor Elaine 

Blakemore (psychology) and Associate 

Professor Christine Erickson (history), 

seven students presented papers at the 

conference at IU East in Richmond, 

some of them for the second time.

Dana Jennifer Netting, a double 

major in communication and women’s 

studies, first encountered her topic 

in a class discussion on gender and 

sexuality. Limited-term lecturer Lisa 

Beringer helped her develop a research 

project that, with assistance from 

Blakemore and Erickson, became a 

conference presentation that explored 

feminists’ varying reactions to pin-up 

girls and the objectification of women. 

“It’s wonderful to be able to sit down 

with experienced professors, writers, 

and researchers, and learn from them. 

They open the doors to students being 

able to ask questions,” Netting says. 

“Being able to present my research at a 

statewide conference helped boost my 

confidence in both my presentation 

abilities and my research methods 

and abilities.” Because she knows 

collaborations with faculty mentors 

and the development of academic 

presentations will be vital to her 

success in graduate school and beyond, 

she plans to submit another project for 

consideration as a part of the  

2010 conference.

While presenting her paper, “Female 

Criminals of the Depression Era: 

Behind Every Bad Man Stood 

and Even Worse Woman,” Mandy 

Parker was surprised to discover that 

“presenting was not an oppressive 

event; it was even enjoyable.” She, 

too, says Erickson’s support prior 

to and during the conference 

helped her immensely. Parker now 

views conference presentations as 

“a wonderful experience for any 

undergrad from any area of study, not 

just WOST”—a belief she put into 

practice by presenting a paper at the 

Undergraduate History Conference  

as well. 

Parker, a double major in history 

and women’s studies, plans to 

seek employment at a museum 

or as a historical researcher when 

she graduates. Working with her 

faculty mentors and participating in 

conferences looks good on her résumé 

and graduate school applications, plus 

it is “a nice way to become familiar 

with public speaking in a formal 

setting,”  she says.

Those who participated in IPFW’s 

inaugural Undergraduate History 

Department Conference in May 

also appreciate the importance of 

fine-tuning presenting skills and the 

guidance from professors. Organized 

by Assistant Professor Ann Livschiz 

(history), the conference allowed 10 

undergraduates to present their work 

to an audience of peers, professionals, 

family, and friends. In the future, 

Livschiz plans to expand this annual 

event by including presentations by 

students from other regional  

•••
“Being able to present 

my research at a 
statewide conference 

helped boost my 
confidence in both my 

presentation abilities and 
my research methods 

and abilities.”

•••
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campuses and attracting a broader 

community audience.

While previous theatre and 

public speaking experience meant 

presentation anxiety was not an issue, 

Alex Miller (B.A. ’09, history and 

certificate in international studies) 

appreciated the opportunity to 

share his work on Rufus King, a 

participant in the 1787 Constitutional 

Convention, instead of just submitting 

a research paper to a professor.  

Originally submitted as his senior 

seminar project in a class with 

Professor James Haw, Miller enjoyed 

converting his research paper into a 

conference presentation and fielding 

questions from the audience. He 

explains that even if someone is not 

planning to become an academic, 

conference participation shows “a 

future employer that you are willing to 

take risks and share something you feel 

is valuable with others…and it exposes 

you to others who may remember you 

in the future if a position opens up 

that you may be good at.”

The conference participants also 

appreciate the support and efforts of 

their faculty mentors. Parker, whose 

paper discussed the misattribution 

of crimes to Depression-era gangster 

John Dillinger, commends limited-

term lecturer Jill Nussel (history), 

Assistant Professor David Schuster 

(history), and Erickson (whose 

assistance was also vital for the  

WOST conference presenters) for 

their help: “These professors stand out 

to me because of the time and effort 

they helped me put into my writing, 

not only for this conference, but for 

other projects along the way.” 

When Parker began researching this 

topic in a freshman class, Nussel’s help 

was instrumental in showing her how 

to research and obtain local historical 

data. This allowed Parker to “sort out 

the ‘local lore’ from the historical 

facts and find the truth” about crimes 

ascribed to Dillinger that he did not 

commit—including that he probably 

did not rob the Huntertown Bank just 

outside of Fort Wayne.

Jason Robertson, who is pursuing a 

degree in secondary education with a 

social sciences focus, participated in 

a panel on which he presented about 

a Hebrew Bible, which was part of 

the Remnant Trust at IPFW exhibit 

during spring 2009. With the help of 

Livschiz and Schuster, what was at first 

a nerve-wracking experience, “seemed 

to go well.” Because he plans to teach 

history and English at the middle 

school level, Robertson realizes that 

“any time I have the opportunity to 

speak in front of a crowd, it helps me 

teach my own classes and gain valuable 

front-of-the-room experiences.” The 

work also enabled him to better 

understand what class preparations 

entail for professors (and teachers).  

He says he hopes there will be “more 

frequent promotion of similar 

activities, allowing more students a 

similar opportunity.”

Evangeline Eiler, another history 

major, began her comparison of the 

role of fame in the lives of explorers 

Hernán Cortés and Francisco Pizarro 

for a class with Associate Professor 

Richard Weiner. He encouraged her to 

submit it for the conference, and she 

says the support and time she received 

from Weiner, as well as Livschiz and 

Erickson, helped make her first formal 

presentation much “less daunting.” 

Bethany Casey (B.A. ’09, history) 

agrees that “the presentation 

experience was surprisingly relaxed,” 

and she adds she “benefitted from 

other professors, including conference-

style presentations in their classes.” 

Currently working as a paralegal for 

a Fort Wayne law firm, Casey says 

“knowing that I had successfully 

presented a paper—or even stood up 

in front of people and talked—gave 

me more personal confidence, first 

in interviewing for a job and now in 

•••
Conference 

participation shows “a 
future employer that 

you are willing to  
take risks…"

•••
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dealing with co-workers and contacts 

at other law firms.”

The participants also learned some 

less pleasant but extremely beneficial 

lessons. Shane Swoverland, an 

education major with a social studies 

concentration, discovered how 

technology can disrupt even the best-

laid plans. A computer meltdown 

shortly before the conference meant 

that his presentation on Ralph Waldo 

Emerson’s philosophy of self-reliance 

had to be reconstructed in a matter 

of days. However, with some hard 

work and the support from his faculty 

mentors, he did it. 

Swoverland says his professors’ prior 

help strengthened his research and 

writing skills, which was key to 

recreating his lost work: “Though 

I found the growing process under 

Schuster’s scrutiny discomforting, 

it was also exciting to see the 

changes that occurred in my writing 

and thinking process through his 

guidance.” 

Working with Schuster and, later, 

Livschiz on multiple drafts of papers 

helped. Swoverland says Livschiz’s 

suggestion that he apply for a tutoring 

position in the Writing Center shows 

how fruitful their collaborative  

efforts were. 

These experiences had multiple effects: 

“On a professional level, I will strive 

to give as much attention to my duties 

as Dr. Livschiz and Dr. Schuster do. 

The experience of presenting at the 

conference . . . added meaning to my 

labor as a student; it changed the way 

I think of my place in the university 

by acknowledging my competency.” 

However, he did have one request: 

“Please, at the next conference, bring 

some padded seats for the panelists!” 

For some students, conference 

presentations represent only one of 

many opportunities for additional 

professional development. In the 

Department of Psychology, strong 

students can access a myriad of 

research, presentation, and teaching 

opportunities—and some students 

do it all. Jenna Harmon’s (B.A. ’09, 

psychology) list of accomplishments 

is a case in point: a member of Psi Chi 

(the national psychology 

honor society), a former 

PSY 120 Elementary 

Psychology teaching 

assistant, a presenter at 

one local, three regional, 

and one national 

conference (with 

IPFW faculty as well 

as solo), and a pending 

publication in a peer-

reviewed journal, Early 
Childhood Quarterly. 

Harmon credits 

faculty mentorship 

and the opportunities 

available through the 

psychology department 

for her success. She 

says Assistant Professor Michelle 

Drouin (psychology) directed her 

initial research and helped her set 

her study parameters, and when she 

was preparing to present her research 

findings, Drouin provided feedback 

to strengthen Harmon’s presentation. 

Having worked closely with three 

psychology faculty during the past  

two years, Harmon says she feels  

better prepared for whatever her 

future holds because of the practical 

experiences and networking 

opportunities she gained.

Drouin’s mentorship is also integral to 

Dana Harter’s success as she completes 

a bachelor’s degree in psychology. 

Harter has presented at the Midwest 

Psychological Continued on page 30
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IPFW’s  
Baccalaureate 
Framework (see inset, right) 

outlines the six competencies students  
will possess upon earning an 
undergraduate degree from IPFW—one 
of which is “A Sense of Community.” To 
reach this benchmark, many College of 
Arts and Sciences (COAS) faculty include 
coursework designed to help students 
develop their leadership skills and better 
understand civic responsibility. Other 
COAS  faculty develop and participate in 
community events beyond the classroom. 
From leading by example to hands-on 
activities, faculty help demonstrate and 
build the skills that will help IPFW 
graduates in their professional as well  
as their civic roles.  

Service Learning:   
Opportunities for All
Service learning—we’ve heard about it, but what exactly is it? 

On college campuses, it often is part of credit-bearing classes 

in which students use what they learn to address an identified 

community need. In turn, they develop a better understanding 

of the discipline studied and enhance their sense of civic 

responsibility. Unlike volunteerism, service learning is a more 

reciprocal event in which both the volunteer and the recipient 

work together toward a common goal, and in the college 

setting, students receive credits toward graduation and hands-

on, practical experiences. 

For spring semester 2009, Assistant Professor Suzanne 

Rumsey (English) created a senior/graduate-level writing 

course, ENG W462/C682 Literacy and Family History, 

which incorporated service learning. For the first half of the 

semester, students researched and wrote about their own 

family histories, and in the second half, the course focus 

shifted to helping a local organization called the Cottage 

Lake History 

Project (CLHP). 

(Per the Purdue 

Institutional 

Review Board’s 

rules on the use of 

human subjects in 

research, the name 

“Cottage Lake” is a 

pseudonym for the 

actual northeast 

Indiana lake 

community being 

studied.)

Rumsey developed 

the course after two 

CLHP members 

The Extra Mile: 
Community Service

Assistant Professor Suzanne Rumsey 
(English) created a writing course that 
incorporates service learning. Her students 
helped the Cottage Lake History Project, a 
local genealogy organization.

By Cathleen M. Carosella
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asked her for advice on how to organize their expansive 

collection of interviews, images, and folklore about the lake 

and its residents. Their goal is to create a historical text about 

the lake community’s history from the late 1800s through 

the 1960s. CLHP says it hopes a written history will preserve 

the lake’s community against encroaching “McMansions” 

because these multi-million dollar structures replace 

traditional cottages and homes, while those who live in them 

distance themselves from the traditional lake community, 

many of whom have lived there for generations. By helping 

to create a preservation publication, the students are actively 

involved in the issue, raising awareness of the problem, and 

directly impacting the lake community’s future.

The class met off campus at the Allen County Public 

Library Genealogy Center so that the students could use 

the facility’s impressive genealogy collection. With Rumsey’s 

guidance, the students constructed research binders and 

narratives using the data the CLHP provided. In these 

binders, they organized and expanded the existing archive to 

help future writers construct the CHLP book manuscript 

that the group will publish.

Through this service learning approach, Rumsey is 

providing her students with first-hand research and 

professional writing experience, while contributing to an 

evolving academic field. Students are often given writing 

assignments that involve family history because such 

assignments ease them into more formal writing genres. But 

few people consider family history writing in terms of career 

potential, probably because writing such texts is considered 

genealogy—a genre viewed as a relaxing pastime without the 

prestige of history or the creative potential of memoir.

According to Rumsey, “those scholars who are venturing 

into the areas of genealogical research avoid calling 

it by that name.” She prefers the term “family history 

writing” because it more accurately represents this form 

of autobiographical, biographical, narrative, and archival 

research and writing. “My research into this burgeoning 

corner of our field promises to expand it in productive ways, 

as well as craft more interdisciplinary boundaries with other 

fields of research such as history and anthropology,” she 

says. Rumsey shares with her students how her own diverse 

research interests of literacy, intergenerational relationships, 

technology, and cultural and digital rhetorics work together 

to create her career, something she encourages them to 

consider in their own career plans. 

IPFW’s Baccalaureate 
Framework in a Nutshell
Students who earn a baccalaureate  
degree at IPFW will:

KNOW:  depth of knowledge in their field 
and breadth across multiple areas 

VALUE:  personal integrity and  
ethical action

THINK:  resourceful critical thinking   
and problem-solving skills

APPLY:  life-long application of knowledge 
using appropriate technologies

COMMUNICATE:  effective communication 
skills with multiple media 

LEAD:  citizenship and leadership in  
diverse communities
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Service learning projects benefit the students as much as the 

organizations involved. The short-term goals for the class 

were to assist a community organization in its preservation 

efforts and to understand one’s own family history in a 

new way. The broader scope of the project is to promote 

historical and cultural preservation, as well as to cultivate 

a greater respect for intergenerational cooperation. And 

the project did not end with finals week. Rumsey and two 

research assistants continue to work with CLHP in the hope 

of finding viable publishing options. 

For the students, the experience increased their awareness 

of new avenues for civic engagement and personal or 

professional projects. Kendra Leonard (B.A. ’09, English) says 

“the preservation of place and history could help the public 

just by making Cottage Lake known.” Penny Pereira (B.A. 

’01, general studies; M.A. ’09, liberal studies) found other 

connections: “I would like to use the project in this class as a 

stepping stone to other projects in my family genealogy.” 

For Rumsey, the next stage involves a service learning 

and family history research study with a new community. 

In spring 2010, she and a new class will embark on a 

family history writing service learning project with a local 

hospice care center. In this seminar, “Family History and 

Community Literacy,” she and the students will work with 

hospice patients and their families to write life stories or final 

thoughts for future generations. 

In the spring semester 2009 class, eight of the 10 students 

agreed to participate in a research study from which Rumsey 

will publish several articles about family history writing 

and service learning. Through their work, the students 

are providing some of the qualitative data, and Rumsey is 

encouraging them to review and comment on the initial 

drafts of her work. She says she hopes the articles will 

help advance the role of service learning in professional 

writing courses, as well as enhance the status of family 

history research and writing. Having already published two 

articles on “heritage literacy” (her term for how literacy and 

technology practices are passed between generations), future 

articles will use the data and evidence from the ongoing 

CLHP project and future work with hospice patients, 

focusing specifically on intergenerational relationships and 

communication as well as family history writing as an area of 

academic research. 

Rumsey says she hopes these projects and publications will 

help validate the work genealogists do. Often genealogy is 

not seen as a form of critical inquiry, but Rumsey plans to 

change some of this mindset. She will also actively develop 

a relationship between the ACPL Genealogy Center and 

IPFW. Working with ACPL’s genealogy staff, offering 

lectures, and providing family history writing and research 

assistance are just a few of the projects she says she hopes 

to include. Eventually, Rumsey says she wants to establish an 

IPFW Center for Excellence in Family History Writing through 

which faculty and research assistants work with community 

members to organize their family history research. 
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Rumsey says she plans to continue to find service learning 

activities and projects through which students can gain 

valuable professional writing experience and learn how they 

might seek community-focused employment. She adds 

that students will discover they can directly impact their 

communities and others’ lives by being actively involved: 

“By fostering intergenerational relationships, IPFW can lead 

the way in offering respect and involvement with a growing 

population of elders.” Using ideas inspired by her friend 

and mentor, Ellen Cushman, a professor at Michigan State 

University,  Rumsey explains that “when public intellectuals 

not only reach outside the university, but actually interact 

with the public beyond its walls, they overcome the ivory 

tower isolation that marks so much current intellectual work.” 

Another colleague and mentor once said to Rumsey, “If 

writing and research don’t help people, what’s the point?” 

In her courses, she says she seeks to help students think 

about how writing impacts real lives and how they might 

use it in their careers. Rumsey employs these basic beliefs 

about writing to establish a deeper understanding of how we 

can use writing to impact those “real lives” by encouraging 

students “to actively engage in purposeful and meaningful 

rhetorical prose.” 

Rumsey wants her students to not only engage in the self-

reflective writing of family history, but also to engage in 

helping another person understand “the reciprocal nature of 

writing about families.” In essence, service learning projects 

such as the CHLP’s and others are one of those unique 

situations through which students fulfill multiple goals: 

academic progress, career development, research experience, 

and, of course, community outreach.

Enhancing Lives,  
Benefitting Students through  
Community Service
IPFW COAS 

faculty do not limit 

their community 

outreach efforts to 

IPFW classes or 

northeast Indiana. 

They also provide 

examples to their 

students of how 

extracurricular 

“work” in the 

community should 

and can enhance 

their careers. 

Continuing lecturer 

Michael Spath (philosophy), who specializes in Islam 

and Muslim-Christian relations, possesses a Doctor of 

Ministry (D.Min.) as well as a Ph.D. He serves as the 

theologian-in-residence at First Presbyterian Church in 

Fort Wayne and was elected to the board of directors for 

the Fort Wayne Urban League recently. Besides teaching 

Spath (left) participates in 
the spring 2009 Remnant 
Trust panel discussion, 
“Sacred Texts Past and 
Present: Jewish, Christian, 
and Muslim Perspectives on 
the Meaning of Scripture.” 

Michael Spath, an IPFW continuing lecturer 
in philosophy, specializes in Islam and 
Muslim-Christian relations.
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religion and other classes at IPFW, Spath is heavily 

involved in a myriad of interfaith programs that seek to 

encourage learning about and outreach to immigrants 

and foreign nationals. Much of his work focuses on 

developing interfaith dialogue and understanding 

between diverse faith communities. 

Spath shares his experience and expertise with his IPFW 

students and the local community regularly. He has 

organized study abroad trips, including one that will be 

offered through IPFW’s Division of Continuing Studies 

in 2010 (for more information, see Web site address 

provided in callout box). He teaches numerous religion-

focused courses at IPFW, both face-to-face and online. In 

2009, as part of the Remnant Trust at IPFW—an exhibit 

that brought a large selection of rare and first-edition texts 

such as George Orwell’s 1984 and the Magna Charta 

to the campus—Spath developed and taught a class 

called “Women and Religion” in which students used the 

Remnant Trust’s original texts to study the position of 

women in religious traditions from ancient to modern 

times. He also organized and participated in various 

Remnant Trust public events including a panel discussion, 

“Sacred Texts Past and Present: Jewish, Christian, and 

Muslim Perspectives on the Meaning of Scripture.” 

Prior to joining the COAS faculty, Spath was a Fulbright 

scholar and a National Security Education Program 

fellow, serving as speechwriter/researcher at the Royal 

Institute for Inter-Faith Studies in Amman, Jordan, under 

the patronage of HRH Prince El Hasan bin Talal (the late 

King Hussein’s brother). In his former home of St. Louis, 

Spath’s community involvement included participation 

in the St. Louis World Religions Dialogue; serving 

as Master of Ceremonies and host for the Inter-Faith 

Service of Prayer for Peace, featuring the Dalai Lama; 

and sitting on the planning committee for the St. Louis 

Holocaust Museum and Learning Center. 

He has travelled extensively throughout the Middle East 

(leading or participating in more than 20 research trips) 

and, in 2000, participated in the Bethsaida Excavations 

Project archaeological dig on the Sea of Galilee—an 

archaeological dig at the site of the ancient city of 

Bethsaida, important in both Christian and Jewish 

faith traditions, discovered in 1987 (see www.unomaha.

edu/~bethsaida/). He regularly leads “study and solidarity 

tours” to Palestine and Israel, in which participants meet 

with Jewish, Christian, and Muslim religious, political, 

and non-governmental organization leaders committed 

to conflict resolution, inter-faith dialogue, non-violent 

resistance, and social transformation. On other tours he 

has taken groups to places like Athens, Cairo, and Istanbul. 

Spath participates in a Remnant Trust panel discussion.
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As the director of the nonprofit Indiana Center for Middle 

East Peace (IndianaCMEP), Spath works in partnership 

with Churches for Middle East Peace (CMEP), an umbrella 

organization of 22 Christian denominations that advocate 

on Capitol Hill and with the administration for Middle 

East peace. The group’s mission is “to promote awareness, 

dialogue, and just solutions in the Middle East, and in its 

relationship with the United States,” and its vision is “to 

foster a just peace and a secure, sustainable future for all 

parties in the Middle East.” Through their close partnership 

with the International Center of Bethlehem in Palestine, 

IndianaCMEP provides support for the center’s health 

and wellness center, summer camp arts programs, and 

kindergarten-college school system.

Locally, Spath sponsors many programs designed to 

increase awareness of human rights and interfaith issues, 

including the December 2008 Interfaith Prayer for Human 

Rights at which nine different religious traditions gathered 

to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the United Nations 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and Jerusalem 

Women Speak at which three women of different faiths—

Jewish, Christian, and Muslim—shared their stories of 

working for reconciliation in the Holy Land. For students 

and others, Spath also coordinates trips with titles such  

as “Arab, Muslim, and Christian Detroit” and, in spring  

2010, “Jewish Chicago,” as well as study tours to Israel  

and Palestine.

Another of Spath’s community projects stemmed from 

his experience as a member of former Fort Wayne 

Mayor Graham Richard’s Commission for Interfaith 

Understanding, formed to address community concerns 

after the 9/11 attacks. Through this commission, Spath 

worked with leaders of the various religious traditions in 

Fort Wayne and Allen County to establish an interfaith 

organization named Confluence: The Northeast Indiana 

Interfaith Alliance. This group involves an extensive 

collection of local faith communities: Baha’i, Buddhist, 

Christian (Protestant and Catholic), ethical humanist, 

earth-centered traditions, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, Native 

American traditions, and Sikh. 

Through Confluence, Spath moderates a bi-weekly cable 

access television show, Faith to Faith, featuring Rabbi 

Marla Spanjer of Temple Achduth Vesholom, Khateeb 

Tamir Rasheed of Masjid al-Quds, the Rev. Dr. Terry 

Anderson of the Interfaith Hospitality Network, and leaders 

from the other faith traditions. Confluence aims to find 

areas of support and cooperation among the religions in 

the local community through events like the Unity Walk 

on Aug. 29, 2009. The group also hosts visitations to houses 

of worship, organizes an Continued on page 32

Find More Information 
on the Web

ACPL Genealogy Center   
www.acpl.lib.in.us/genealogy/index.html

Service Learning 
www.servicelearning.org

IPFW Continuing Studies   
Educational Travel    
www.ipfw.edu/dcs/trips/default.shtml

Churches for Middle East Peace  
www.cmep.org
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A
s IPFW continually provides its students with 
opportunities to reach their academic goals, its 
mission does not stop at the campus borders—
the university also works to benefit the larger 
community. Whether in the form of classes, 

concerts, conferences, or other public events, the IPFW calendar 
provides many opportunities for anyone to come to campus. 
These community outreach events come in all shapes and sizes, 
and new programs are developed regularly, such as the IPFW 
High School Foreign Language Institute and the regional  
Science Olympiad.

In the College of Arts and Sciences (COAS), creating 
opportunities for students is the impetus behind the 
Department of International Language and Culture Studies’ 
(ILCS) IPFW High School Foreign Language Institute. 
After identifying a local need for more foreign language 
offerings, ILCS faculty and IPFW administrators met with 
representatives from Fort Wayne Community, Southwest 
Allen County, East Allen County, and Northwest Allen County 
school districts to discuss their specific needs. The institute’s 
goal is to offer language courses on campus that are open to 
both IPFW students and area high school juniors and seniors. 
Starting with the fall 2009 term, the institute is providing 
Chinese and Arabic language instruction initially, with the 
possibility of expanding future offerings to other languages.

Languages learned before the age of 25 are acquired and 
retained more readily, according to information provided on the 
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Language’s Web 
site. However, the ACTFL also mentions that foreign language 
classes in high schools represent one of the many areas 
negatively affected by budget cuts in education. While many 
universities require foreign language experience for admission, 
according to Laurie Corbin, ILCS chair and professor, the 
language classes available to high school students have been 
reduced. Locally, schools tend to offer classes in languages 
like Spanish, French, and German, but few high schools offer 
instruction in “strategic” languages such as Chinese or Arabic 
(see “What Makes a Language Strategic”). 

 The IPFW High School Foreign Language Institute will allow local 
students to pursue instruction in high-demand languages. In 

spring 2009, a national search for two full-time faculty to teach 
the Chinese and Arabic courses was conducted. After extensive 
interviews, Cynthia Brandenburg and Xianchun Gu were selected 
to join the ILCS faculty. COAS Dean Carl Drummond says 
“offering instruction in ‘strategic’ and other languages not taught 
in local high schools will translate into many opportunities for all 
of the students involved by expanding their personal acumen as 
well as professional potential.”

Laurie Corbin, ILCS department chair, explains that 
increasing foreign language options not only allows students 
to communicate with more people but also expands job 
opportunities for those who are proficient in multiple languages. 
Stemming from the 2006 launch of the National Security 
Language Initiative (NSLI), many programs are being created 
to boost the number of Americans studying languages. Corbin 
further points out that not 
understanding or being able 
to communicate with people 
from other nations hinders 
opportunities on many levels, 
including economic benefit and 
global harmony. At present, the 
United States lacks people who 
can communicate effectively 
in Arabic and Chinese, but 
programs such as this new  
institute’s can help increase 
these numbers.

The institute will also assist 
student participants in other 
ways. The classes will provide 
a vibrant learning atmosphere 
for students because when 
motivated high school students interact with college students, 
the diversity enhances the learning environment for all. For 
IPFW students, the return of Arabic classes is viewed positively, 
especially by those who took Arabic when IPFW offered it 
from 2004–06. Ryan Darvish (B.A. ’07, political science; 
international studies certificate), who took Arabic at IPFW in 
2004–05, notes that “due to the increasing contact between 

COAS and Community Outreach

Laurie Corbin, International 
Language and Culture Studies 
department chair

By Cathleen M. Carosella
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the Western and Arabic speaking worlds, offering Arabic at 
IPFW is a real way to prepare students for the opportunities of 
tomorrow.” Darvish, who has been working as a language tutor 
in Strasbourg, France, also added that “the economics faculty 
here in Strasbourg is offering a master's degree in finance of the 
Near East [partially because] the banks in France are eager to do 
business by their cultural and economic rules… But that’s just 
one facet of why offering (instruction in Arabic) is a good idea.” 
And, beyond the chance to learn a language whose importance 
is growing in economic, cultural, and governmental terms, high 
school students will benefit through their first-hand experience 
with the academic standards and workload that college-level 
courses require. 

As Fort Wayne’s immigrant communities grow, Corbin points 
out, multiple languages and the opportunities to use them will 
increase. And while Spanish is often cited as a language to 
learn, many other languages are needed. Often, immigrants 
speak multiple languages—a regional, tribal, or local dialect 
plus a national or regional primary language. For example, 
African or Asian immigrants who speak tribal or local languages 
often speak a “colonial” or national language such as French or 
German as well. So knowing other languages opens a myriad 
of connections and possibilities for students and their career 
opportunities locally and internationally.

Corbin also stresses that “offering students a wider choice of 
languages gives them wider access to the world. . . . When 
you’re learning language, you’re not just learning language, 
you’re learning about other cultures and expanding your world 
and world view.” Corbin shared how learning languages helped 
her better communicate with—not just speak to—people whose 
countries she did not know very well. Learning other languages 
and experiencing people through their native tongues helped 
her better understand both her own culture and that of others. 
Essentially, even minimal experience with a foreign language 
helps students in ways beyond college credits earned and better 
job prospects.

T
he community connections forged and assistance 
provided through the new language institute 
represent only one of the ways COAS faculty and 
staff are reaching out to local students The chance to 
advance learning in another strategic area—Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) subjects—is 
why the first regional Science Olympiad was sponsored by IPFW 
in February 2009. 

Science Olympiad competitions are like academic track meets—
teams of students are organized by interests and abilities to 
compete in a series of 23 team events in five areas of inquiry 
that, according to the national Science Olympiad Web site, rotate 
“to reflect the ever-changing nature of genetics, earth science, 
chemistry, anatomy, physics, geology, astronomy, mechanical 
engineering, and technology.” 

The tournaments provide recognition for school teams and 
individuals who excel in topics that help maintain American 
competitiveness in scientific and technological innovation. 
However, by combining events from many disciplines, the 
Science Olympiad involves a wide cross-section of students, 
with emphasis placed on active, hands-on group participation. 
Through the Science Olympiad, students, teachers, parents, 
principals, and business leaders bond and work together toward 
a shared goal.

What Makes a Language “Strategic”?

Foreign language offerings in the United States are 
heavily skewed toward European languages such as 
Spanish, French, or German. However, the languages 
needed by government and businesses are primarily 
non-European and are referred to as “strategic” 
languages. Through local businesses establishing 
international partnerships to the deployment of 
international military forces to personal overseas 
vacations, infamously monolingual Americans are 
beginning to develop a better understanding of the 
benefits of learning a foreign language.

To meet the needs of government and business in 
bridging cultural and communicative gaps, language 
programs have been developed to increase the 
opportunities for people to learn these in-demand, 
“strategic” languages. While some languages such 
as Russian or Japanese have been important to U.S. 
businesses and the U.S. government for decades, 
others are evolving in importance. These languages 
include Arabic, Chinese, Korean, Farsi, and Hindi, as 
well as a variety of central Asian languages such as 
Tajik and Uzbek. 

Continued on next page
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Science Olympiad events are popular nationally but previously 
none were held in northeast Indiana. (The IPFW tournament is 
now one of nine throughout the state.) Regionally, IPFW sponsors 
many opportunities for middle grade students to participate in 
STEM-focused projects, but for high school students, science 
fairs were one of the few available. To provide an event for older 
students, IPFW administrators decided to organize and host a 
Science Olympiad on campus. New COAS Dean Carl Drummond, 
who helped during IPFW’s inaugural Science Olympiad, 
acknowledges that while offering the competition required a 
large commitment of time and energy, IPFW felt the need to 
provide an experience for local high school students related to 
STEM. Drummond says “bringing the excitement of an athletic 
competition to an academic setting shows students what the 
sciences are really like.”

The IPFW event was coordinated by Scott Armstrong, who spent 
much of his career working on space systems engineering projects 
before retiring from ITT, an international company with a focus 
on high-tech engineering and manufacturing. Armstrong worked 
with IPFW faculty and staff, faculty from local universities, and 
scientists, medical doctors, and engineers from northeast Indiana 
to make the inaugural Science Olympiad a success. Faculty, 
students, and staff from COAS worked with others from across 
campus and northeast Indiana on the 23 events. Teams from five 
local high schools participated in the events in classrooms and 
labs across campus, with each event directed and judged by an 
IPFW or local expert in each specific field. 

Unlike the science fair format in which individuals or small 
groups put together unrelated science projects that are judged 
collectively, the Science Olympiad process—teams working 
toward a common goal—is more like the collaborative efforts 
used in the sciences in the working world. In each event, 
individual success is a key element, but the fact that successful 

groups receive points toward their overall team score adds 
a competitive, team-based focus. According to COAS Dean 
Emeritus Marc Lipman, “the students benefit in many ways, 
both in terms of the team building aspects and the opportunity 
for individual success. They also learn to deal with failure; 
nothing works the first time like on sci fi shows. Perseverance 
and collaboration are essential skills in the sciences because a 
good scientist can learn from or by watching others, acquiring 
information vicariously.” 

As in sports, participants quickly realize that although an 
individual can help a team, much more is needed for a team’s 
success. The format at the Science Olympiad, Lipman points out, 
provides “opportunities for cross disciplinary and inter-school 
comparisons not available in most high schools—the teams 
and participants are not rewarded for trying hard, but for what 
they accomplish. Yes, they need to know stuff, but the reward is 
in what is done–a tough but important lesson.” Teamwork is a 
required skill in most scientific careers today, and the Science 
Olympiad encourages group learning by designing events that 
forge alliances. 

The top two teams from the northeast Indiana regional 
competition—Columbia City High School and Manchester 
Junior/Senior High School—took part in the Indiana State 

Want to know more?

For more information on the Science Olympiad at 
IPFW and how to get involved, please visit  
www.ipfw.edu/as/Scienceolympiad/default.htm 
or contact Scott Armstrong, Science Olympiad 
coordinator, at armstros@ipfw.edu.

Some of the events from the Science Olympiad: bridge building (left), electric vehicle (center), and cell biology (right).
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Science Olympiad in Indianapolis in March. Competing with 
teams from across Indiana, both schools placed in the top 20. 
Visit www.ipfw.edu/as/scienceolympiad to view pictures and 
learn more details about the IPFW events and the national 
Science Olympiad.

The events themselves are designed so that individual students 
with differing academic and creative talents can merge their 
strengths for success. For example, in the “Write It, Do It” event, 
the strongest teams combine students proficient in technical 
writing with those who have strong construction skills. In the 
2008 Science Olympiad, the popular “Disease Detectives” event 
emphasized environmental causes of public health problems, 
but in 2009, the focus was on public health concerns related 
to population growth. No matter what the topic, however, 
successful “Disease Detective” teams need members with 
varying skills sets from mathematical and statistical abilities 
to general epidemiology knowledge to critical thinking and 
scientific writing skills.

Associate Professor Adam Coffman (math) helped organize 
the “Technical Problem Solving” event for which he wrote 
test questions, prepared the laboratory equipment, and with 
the help of IPFW student volunteers, supervised the event. 
The participants employed creative problem solving and 
mathematics to answer questions regarding biology, physics, 
and geometry, and then documented their methods and results. 
For Coffman, the event represents a way to provide positive 
recognition for academic success. But the Science Olympiad is 
also “one way to get teachers and students to learn about the 
opportunities and resources that IPFW makes available to the 
region,” he says.

Lipman explains that “for IPFW, the Science Olympiad is an 
opportunity to accomplish its mission of educating the citizens 
of northeast Indiana while increasing IPFW’s liaison with 
schools, especially kids who are looking to attend college.” 
Drummond adds, “Because the contests are judged by IPFW 
faculty, the interaction with college professors gives students 
a better understanding of the level of science sophistication 
colleges expect of students in technical and scientific fields.” 
And understanding where they should be in terms of content 
knowledge will help future college students successfully 
transition from high school to college by bridging the gap 
between student and university expectations.

According to Armstrong, the feedback from the students and 
coaches was positive. He said that one coach, whose team had 
participated in other Science Olympiads, complimented IPFW’s 
first regional event and will return to watch it grow. Plans are 
in the works for next year’s Science Olympiad which will be at 
IPFW on Feb. 6, 2010. Armstrong hopes to eventually expand 
the event to include middle school and more high school teams. 
Many COAS faculty and some alumni have already expressed 
their desire to get involved as well.

While these programs represent just two of the many 
community outreach events in which COAS is involved, they do 
illustrate how and why IPFW, in keeping with the community 
element of its mission statement, actively seeks ways to 
contribute to the social, economic, cultural, civic, and intellectual 
life in northeast Indiana. To see the breadth of events offered on 
campus, please visit the IPFW events calendar at   
http://events.ipfw.edu.  t

What is STEM?

According to the 2005 report “Tapping America’s 
Potential: The Education for Innovation Initiative,” 
to be competitive in the 21st century, the United 
States must “cultivate the skilled scientists and 
engineers needed to create tomorrow’s innovations.” 
With enrollment in science and technology degree 
programs falling among U.S. students, much is 
being done to help young Americans excel in 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) programs. 

At IPFW, the Northeast Indiana Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (NISTEM) Education Resource 
Center (www.nistem.org) provides many educational 
links for businesses, educators, and students. 
Many programs on IPFW’s campus celebrate K–12 
students’ excellence in STEM fields including the 
Science Olympiad, LEGO League Championship, and 
Northeast Indiana Regional Science and Engineering 
Fair. Increasingly, grants and scholarships are 
available to students who are pursuing degrees in 
STEM-related fields (see www.istemnetwork.org).



26  |  IPFW College of Arts and Sciences  |  Fall 2009

Biology
Lisa Heral (B.G.S. 
’08) was recognized as 
the Indiana Council of 
Continuing Education’s 
2009 Student of the Year. 
This award celebrates the 
accomplishments of a  
student nominated by her 
institution who epitomizes the 
essence of the nontraditional 
adult learner. 

Abigail Keisler-Baird (B.S. 
’05) was accepted to medical 
school at both the University 
of Arizona and Michigan 
State University. She chose 
the University of Arizona in 
Tucson, where she currently 
resides, for fall 2009.  

Tyler Mansfield (M.S. ’08; 
B.S. ’05) was hired by Dow 
AgroSciences in Indianapolis 
as a research scientist in its 
Department of Plant Genetics 
and Biotechnology. 

Communication 
Judith (LePera) Dutill 
(M.A. '06) moved back 
to her home state of 
Pennsylvania. She worked 
as a retention specialist 
at Rosemont College in 
suburban Philadelphia. 
Eventually, she moved into 
full-time adjunct teaching 
and academic advising. She 
recently accepted a full-time, 
tenure-track faculty position 
at Harrisburg Area Community 
College’s York Campus and 
looks forward to continuing 

her work in the field of 
communication.

Valerie J. Hardesty (B.A. 
’08) is pursuing a secondary 
teaching license so she can 
teach communication in high 
school. She has one of the top 
GPAs at IPFW and began a 
master’s degree in fall 2009.

Scott Hoyer (M.A. ’07) 
works for Nielsen Media 
Research in the TV ratings 
division, compiling data for 
a select group of homes in 
the Chicago area. He hopes 
to transfer to the statistical 
research department unless 
something else pops up.

Samm Johnson (B.A. 
’09) completed a bachelor’s 
in media and public 
communication with a minor 
in journalism. He is staying 
at IPFW to pursue a master’s 
degree and received a 
graduate assistantship for  
fall 2009.

Aleshia Panbamrung (M.A. 
‘08) has expanded her career 
by becoming the associate 
director of a federally funded 
nonprofit agency (Northeast 
Indiana Area Health Education 
Center, NEI-AHEC). She 
feels the experience and her 
degree have allowed her to 
become a better informed 
citizen and consumer of 
information. 

Dena Woerner (M.A. 
‘08) was hired as the 
communications manager 
for the Arkansas Department 
of Parks and Tourism. She 
supervises four travel writers, 

two photographers, an AV 
coordinator, and an assistant; 
edits all travel and tourism 
communication (video, 
print, or electronic media); 
writes key note speeches 
and addresses; and acts 
as a primary media contact 
for the tourism department. 
She recently helped a 
Japanese public broadcasting 
station’s crew film a 
90-minute documentary 
about agriculture and rice 
production in Arkansas and 
participated in a carp fishing 
trip with the Discovery 
Channel UK. 

Communication 
Sciences and 
Disorders 
(formerly AUS)
Stephanie (Trent) Adams 
(B.S. ’90) lives in West 
Lafayette, Ind., and works 
as the coordinator of deaf 
and hard-of-hearing services 
on Purdue’s main campus. 
She has given campus-wide 
presentations on deafness, 
collaborated on campus-
wide services with the M.D. 
Steer Audiology and Speech 
Language Clinic to assess 
acoustics in the classrooms, 
and taught an undergraduate 
course. She is a member of 
the statewide Educational 
Interpreter Task Force and 
is completing a dissertation. 
She is happy to be back home 
in Indiana, having lived in 
several places along the  
East Coast.

Alumni Updates
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Sarah (Frecker) Archer 
(B.S. ’98; M.P.A. ’03) 
works for the Anthony Wayne 
Area Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America. After 
two promotions, she is the 
senior district executive for 
the Miami District (southern 
Allen County). She recently 
took on new responsibilities 
such as marketing staff 
advisor and Venturing (co-ed 
teen program) staff advisor. 
She loves her job and the 
opportunity to work with the 
youth and volunteers. She 
married Scott Archer in 2008 
and honeymooned in Belize. 
Their daughter, Morghan 
Elizabeth, was born on March 
5, 2009. In June 2009, they 
celebrated the adoption of her 
daughter, Makayla Grace, by 
her husband.

Lori Brown (B.S. ’06) works 
with children who are placed 
on the autism spectrum, 
and she has taken several 
classes to become eligible 
for certification as a board-
certified behavior analyst 
(BCaBA). Her goal is to 
provide and design Applied 
Behavioral Analysis (ABA) 
programs for families, which 
will stimulate the needs of 
children placed on the autism 
spectrum. She also trains in 
martial arts, working toward 
a black belt in Okinawa 
Shuri-Ryu karate. She reports 
that being a parent to two 
beautiful boys is the greatest 
gift she could have ever 
hoped for.

Nancy DeNise (B.S. ’79) 
has been teaching for 28 

years and loves what she 
is doing. Nancy was voted 
Teacher of the Year for the 
Piqua (Ohio) City Schools this 
year. Although not selected as 
the Ohio Teacher of the Year, 
she was one of 13 nominees 
honored in the seven-county 
area of the Southeastern Ohio 
School Board Association. 
She reports she was humbled 
and honored by these 
awards. Her oldest son is a 
sophomore at the University 
of Toledo, and her younger 
son is a junior in high school. 
She and her husband enjoy 
vacationing at Kentucky Lake 
each year, fishing, swimming, 
boating, and jet skiing. She 
sends a “shout out” to all of 
the “older” IPFW graduates.

Sharon Egly (B.S. ’90) has 
completed a collection of 
four DVDs on performing 
an oral facial mechanism 
examination, incorporated 
a research project with it, 
and has presented it twice 
at IPFW. She took a vacation 
cruise to Italy, Greece, and 
Turkey during summer 2009. 

Teri (Ousley) Fields (B.S. 
’00) lives in Columbia City, 
Ind., and works as the 
lead speech therapist for 
Parkview Hospital, where 
she is involved with the 
student program, CVA 
core committee, and the 
Parkinson’s support group. 
She and her husband, Chad, 
welcomed a son, Nolan Julian 
Fields, in December 2008. 
The couple has three horses 
(Sadie, Levi, and Sunny) and 
a Chinese Shar-Pei (Bowser). 

Teri reports that she and her 
husband are keeping  
very busy.

Lisa A. Ford (B.S. ’05) lives 
in Decatur, Ind., and works 
for Lutheran Hospital, where 
she recently celebrated her 
one-year anniversary and 
has earned her Cs. She has 
both inpatient and outpatient 
clients. She has been married 
for almost seven years. Lisa 
has no children as of yet, but 
would love to be a mother in 
the future. 

Karrie Fredrickson (B.S. 
’08) lives in Muncie, Ind., and 
is a graduate student at Ball 
State University. Karrie reports 
that nothing is new; she’s just 
focusing on graduate school.

Stephanie Hoppes (BA ’09) 
graduated with a 3.5 GPA. 
Stephanie will continue to 
pursue a career in speech-
language pathology in fall 
2009. She was also selected 
as one of the 20 outstanding 
2009 graduates by the Fort 
Wayne Business Magazine.

Carley Hower (B.S. ’07) 
lives in Coldwater, Ohio, with 
her husband, Tim, and is 
completing her second year 
at Miami University. As an 
OMNIE student, she has been 
an intern at the Shelby County 
Eastern School Corporation. 
She is taking classes part 
time while completing a 
full-time internship. Carley 
plans to continue working 
for Shelby County schools in 
2009-10.

Bev Huneck (attended 
IPFW from 1993–95; 
B.S. ’96, University of 
Kansas) lives in Indianapolis 
and works full time for the 
Metropolitan School District. 
Her home base is the 
elementary school that she’s 
been at since August 2003, 
serving K–5. She also serves 
children in a K–8 Catholic 
school and two other private 
schools. One of her areas of 
specialty is staying abreast 
of Indiana special education 
law and how her districts 
interpret their respective roles 
as private and public schools. 
In addition, her daughter 
Morgan is attending Columbia 
College in Chicago.

Mike Jones (B.S. ’07) lives 
in Muncie, Ind., and attends 
Ball State University. He 
finished his second year of 
the Au.D. program, and he 
did a four-week offsite clinical 
rotation at Community East 
Hospital (Indianapolis) in May 
2009. Mike was involved 
with a research project that 
examined how classroom 
amplification affected 
academic performance in 
children with ADHD and other 
learning disabilities. He also 
writes an educational blog 
for the general public that 
discusses audiology as a 
profession and various topics 
related to hearing loss and 
amplification. Mike hopes 
to start a clinical project to 
study how listening to loud 
music affects the cochlear 
fin structure of otoacoustic 
emissions and determine 
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if the results can be used 
as a predictor for noise-
induced hearing loss in 
normal-hearing people. On 
June 9, 2009, he and his 
wife celebrated two years of 
marriage. He hopes to work 
at a clinic in the Chicago/
Naperville, Ill. area for his 
fourth-year externship.

Anissa Khouri (B.S. ’06) 
lives in Seekonk, Mass., and 
recently completed her CFY 
(Clinical Fellowship Year) 
at the Wolf School in East 
Providence, R.I. Her primary 
area of interest is in multi-
discipline collaboration to 
provide authentic learning 
experiences for students with 
communicative, sensory-
based, and social-emotional 
needs. 

Chanda Lichtsinn (B.S. ’96) 
lives in Fort Wayne and works 
full time as the lead pediatric 
therapist for the Turnstone 
Center for Children and Adults 
with Disabilities, where she 
has been for 11 years. She 
also works at IPFW part time, 
teaching two sections of the 
Introduction to Communicative 
Disorders course every 
semester. She is currently 
working on implementation 
of a summer speech and 
language program and the 
development of an AAC 
program at Turnstone. Chanda 
and her husband of 29 years, 
Bill, love to spend every 
moment possible with their 
grandchildren, Kerrigan and 
Brayden.

Kara McCrory (B.S. ’07) lives 
in Fort Wayne and is applying 
for positions while finishing 
her externship at Parkview 
Hospital. She also got married 
on June 20, 2009.

Sondra (Bollinger) McNall 
(attended IPFW 1981–84) 
considers herself blessed 
to have been taught by 
Professors Pauline Flynn and 
Lucille Hess. She graduated 
from Purdue University West 
Lafayette with a B.S. in 1985 
and from Indiana University 
Bloomington with an M.A.T. 
in 1987. She is currently 
employed as the mom of 
teens Mark and Erin, and 
volunteers at church and at 
her daughter’s school. She 
has been happily married to 
Pat for 20 years.

Erin (Bower) Morill (B.S. 
’05) lives in Coldwater, Mich., 
and works for the Branch 
Intermediate School District. 
She married John Morill on 
Nov. 29, 2008. Her daughter 
Emma (7) is in the first grade.

Molly (Blombach) Shock 
(B.S. ’99) lives in Warsaw, 
Ind., and is studying to be a 
certified lactation consultant 
by 2010. She is an OB nurse 
in Warsaw at Kosiciusko 
Community Hospital. She has 
three children: Lainey, Riley, 
and Samantha.

Stacy Zelt (B.S. ’93) lives 
in Fort Wayne and is working 
full time at Hickory Center 
Elementary in the Northwest 
Allen County School system. 
She loves to spend time with 
her husband and children 
ages 9 and 11.

English and 
Linguistics
Elizabeth Keller (B.A. ’09) 
was a Withers Scholarship 
and Hollander Scholarship 
recipient for the 2008–09 
academic year. She was 
nominated for the 2009 
Student Worker of the Year 
for her three years of work in 
the IPFW Writing Center. She 
was featured in an IU Home 
Pages commencement story 
as a note-worthy graduate 
as well as in the Greater Fort 
Wayne Business Weekly’s 
“Celebrating Our Graduates” 
section. In August 2009, 
she began an M.A. in digital 
rhetoric and professional 
writing at Michigan State 
University.

Elvera Smith (MAT, ’85) 
retired from the English 
department at Middle Georgia 
College, University of Georgia, 
Dublin campus where she 
worked as adjunct faculty.

Erin St. Myers (B.A. ’09) 
received a bachelor’s in 
English with a concentration 
in language and writing in 
May 2009, and was named 
Outstanding English Major 
for 2009. She received 
many awards during her 
time at IPFW: Chancellor’s 
Distinguished Scholarship 
(2005–09); David Starr 
Jordan Travel Scholarship 
(summer 2007 and summer 
2008); and Dean’s and 
Semester Honor’s List (fall 
2005–fall 2008). She worked 
in the Writing Center and the 
Center for the Enhancement 
of Learning and Teaching 
(CELT), and was involved with 
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two student organizations, 
Circle K of IPFW and ASL 
Pah! Club. She plans to take 
a year off school, but hopes 
to return soon to pursue a 
master’s in English and work 
in higher education. She has 
also considered going to  
law school.

International 
Language and 
Culture Studies

Jenna Beachy (B.A. ’07) 
will be moving to Puerto Rico 
for graduate school and to 
teach Spanish.

Fernanda Becker (B.A. 
’06) has taught Spanish and 
is currently teaching French 
at IPFW for ILCS.

Laura Haggenjos (B.A. 
’06; International Studies 
Certificate ’08) was 
awarded a poste d’assistant 
by the French government to 
teach in a French-speaking 
country for 2009–10.

Amy Howell (B.A. ’05, 
07) was awarded a poste 
d’assistant by the French 
government to teach in 
Martinique for a year.  

Christopher Ice (B.A. 
’07) was awarded a poste 
d’assistant by the French 
government for 2008–09. He 
also has accepted a teaching 
assistantship in the doctoral 
program in French at the 
University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign. 

Nick Miller (B.A.T. in 
German, ’08) accepted a 
position to teach German 
at Bluffton High School in 
Bluffton, Ind.

Cornelia Schulz (transition 
to teaching certificate, ’08) 
is now teaching German at 
IPFW for ILCS.

Jack Sieber (B.A. ’09) was 
awarded a poste d’assistant 
by the French government to 
teach in a French-speaking 
country for 2009–10.

Psychology

Megan Ayres (B.A. ’09) 
was accepted into the 
master’s program in clinical 
psychology at Ball State 
University.

David Baker (B.A. ’08) was 
accepted into the master’s 
program in social psychology 
at Western Kentucky 
University.

Jenny Buford (B.A. 
’09) was accepted into 
the master’s program 
in marriage and family 
counseling at IPFW.

Ashley Day (B.A. ’08) 
began the master’s program 
in mental health counseling 
at the University of Saint 
Francis in Fort Wayne.

Jennifer Deffenbaugh 
(B.A. ’09) took this summer 
to enjoy some time with 
family and friends. She went 
to France in July, her first 
overseas trip. After returning, 
she began to search for a 
job related to psychology. 

In the next few years, she 
hopes to return to IPFW for 
graduate school, focusing 
on counselor education and 
family therapy.

Christa Dillman (B.A. 
’04) was accepted into 
the master’s program in 
professional communication 
at IPFW.

Joshua Fiechter (B.A. 
’09) plans to work after 
graduation and, eventually, 
apply to a graduate program, 
either in cognitive or 
industrial/organizational 
psychology.

Christopher Fisher (B. A. 
’08) was accepted into the 
doctoral program in brain 
and cognitive science at 
Miami University of Ohio.

Ryan Greene (B.A. ’09) 
was accepted into the 
Psy.D. program in clinical 
psychology at Wheaton 
College.

Jenna Harmon (B.A. ’09) 
is taking a year off to be a 
wilderness therapy guide 
or youth counselor for a 
therapeutic adolescent 
treatment program. During 
this year, she hopes to 
gain more life and field 
experience so that she 
is better prepared for 
graduate school. Her 
goal is to obtain a Ph.D. 
in clinical or counseling 
psychology so she can work 
in an adolescent treatment 
facility and also become a 
psychology professor.

Kylee Hervey (B.A. ’09) 
was accepted into the 
master’s program in school 
counseling at IPFW. 
 
Kim Hollman (B.A. 
’08) was accepted into 
the University of Akron’s 
industrial/organizational 
psychology program with a 
full scholarship and teaching 
assistantship.

Michael O’Rourke (B.A. 
’03) completed a Ph.D. in 
clinical psychology at the 
University of Toledo. He 
has accepted a position 
at the Veterans Hospital 
in Fort Wayne as a staff 
psychologist, working in the 
PTSD clinic for returning 
veterans.

Melissa McFadden Skeel 
(B.A. ’09) conducted 
research for her honors 
thesis in conjunction 
with Assistant Professor 
Brenda Lundy’s study 
that investigates fathers’ 
influence on the cognitive 
development of their 
children. After graduation, 
she plans to apply to 
graduate programs for 
cognitive neuroscience.

Erin Uhey (B.A. ’08) has 
been accepted into the 
master’s program in clinical 
psychology at Ball State 
University. t
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Association conference twice and 

says she finds the opportunity 

“inspirational . . . not only do you 

present your own work but you have 

the opportunity to network” and learn 

from other presentations. 

Like Harmon, Harter’s work 

benefitted, and she gained confidence 

from Drouin’s assistance in making 

her presentation first-rate. Harter says 

the opportunity to work closely with 

faculty as a research assistant is a key 

to her success: “The IPFW psychology 

department has many great professors, 

and I would advise students to 

become involved with someone as a 

research assistant. It is an invaluable 

experience.”

The Department of Psychology also 

offers undergraduate students the 

opportunity to become teaching 

assistants (TAs) in PSY 120 classes. 

While having students help or teach 

undergraduate classes is the norm 

on college campuses, having the 

opportunity to do so before graduate 

school and having the experience 

linked to a class on teaching  pedagogy 

is not. Co-taught by Professor Craig 

Hill and continuing lecturer Michael 

Bendele, PSY 392 Undergraduate 

Teaching Assistant (UTA) Experience 

is designed to provide students with 

experience and instruction in college-

level teaching. 

In PSY 392, TAs study pedagogical 

issues related to teaching, 

strengthen public communication 

and presentation skills, and refine 

their understanding of complex 

psychological concepts. In PSY 

392, the students study the research 

on teaching issues, learn about 

various computer-based teaching 

and presentation platforms, discuss 

classroom issues, and develop 

presentations for PSY 392 and  

PSY 120. 

The TAs are assigned to a section of 

PSY 120 in which they put their PSY 

392 classroom efforts into action by 

working as a TA for one of a number 

of professors. In PSY 120, TAs help 

the professors in various ways: running 

review sessions, marking homework 

and/or tests, facilitating small group 

work, holding office hours, and as a 

PSY 392 requirement, leading at least 

one class session. TAs benefit from the 

dual, intense mentorship and guidance 

of both their PSY 392 and PSY 120 

instructors.  

Cassandra Bracht (B.A. ’07, 

psychology; currently pursuing 

an M.Ed. at IPFW) sums up her 

experience: “The UTA class was great 

because it was small, which allowed 

for wonderful relationships to be 

established with those professors. . . . 

We were able to discuss any issues we 

were experiencing in the classroom 

and support each other with tips and 

advice.” 

Currently working in IPFW’s Career 

Services as a graduate intern, Bracht 

believes that her TA experience 

accounts for her acceptance into 

multiple graduate programs and 

helped her focus her career goals. “It 

allowed me to realize I didn’t want 

to just teach. It helped me combine 

my love for teaching and education 

with my love for helping people and 

counseling,” she says. Now when 

she works with IPFW students at 

Career Services, Bracht stresses the 

importance of gaining first-hand 

experience in their career fields 

because “it can really open your eyes to 

the pros and cons of the career.”

Watching and interacting with the 

TA in her PSY 120 class sparked 

Melissa Richeson’s interest in the 

program. Richeson, a general studies 

major with a psychology minor, says 

she became nervous when, as a PSY 

120 TA herself, she was not paired 

with the professor with whom she 

took PSY 120. She soon realized that 

working with a different instructor, 

Assistant Professor Daren Kaiser, 

provided new perspectives on, and a 

better understanding of, the topics she 

covered in PSY 120. 

And although people told her she’d 

make a great teacher, Richeson never 

believed it; she lacked the confidence 

in her abilities, especially public 

speaking. However, topics covered 

in the UTA class and her discussions 

with Hill and Kaiser about her work 

helped immensely. She says she liked 

the fact that neither professor merely 

Continued from page 15
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gave her the answers she was seeking 

but directed her toward the evidence 

she needed—in the Socratic way 

college professors are encouraged   

to teach. 

The only aspect of the entire 

experience she says she found 

frustrating was that she could 

not deduct points on homework 

assignments for poor writing. 

(Richeson is also a consultant in the 

IPFW Writing Center.) Still, she 

says more people should try the TA 

experience because “even if they don’t 

go into teaching, it provides so much 

help with interpersonal and other 

communication skills.”

With an increasingly complex and 

competitive job market awaiting 

IPFW graduates, accessing 

experiences that allow them to show 

employers that they have applied 

their academic training is important. 

So to meet IPFW students’ needs, 

COAS departments will continue 

to develop and provide experiential 

learning opportunities that enable 

students to apply their knowledge in 

professional settings, practice essential 

communication skills, and work with 

experienced mentors to polish their 

career potential. t 

W      ith support from the Addison Locke 

Roache Memorial Lecture Fund, 

the College of Arts and Sciences’ 

Distinguished Lecturer Series holds two public lectures 

each academic year. Each fall, a world-class expert is 

invited to IPFW to present a lecture, and in the spring, the 

lecturer is a COAS faculty member. The goal of the series 

is to provide any interested person with a glimpse into the 

mind and heart of an expert.

On October 27, the 2009–10 Distinguished Lecturer 

Series began with a lecture entitled “The Myth of the 

Aryan: Identity Politics East and West.” Dorothy M. 

Figueira, professor of comparative literature at the 

University of Georgia, talked about notions of the Aryan as 

portrayed in both the Indian tradition and also in the texts 

of European thinkers.

Past lecture topics have included children and marital 

conflict (E. Mark Cummings, University of Notre Dame), 

“Stalking the Reiman Hypothesis” (Dan Rockmore, 

Dartmouth College), surrealist poetry (George Kalamaras, 

IPFW, English and Liguistics), and reptile research and 

conservation (Bruce Kingsbury, IPFW, Biology).

The Distinguished Lecturer Series’ lectures are free and 

open to the public. For more details on past and future 

lecturers, please check the series’ Web site at www.ipfw.

edu/as/news/lectures. t 

Distinguished Dialogues

Dorothy M. Figueira, professor of comparative literature at the 
University of Georgia, presented a lecture entitled “The Myth of 
the Aryan: Identity Politics East and West" in October.
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 IPFW College of Arts and Sciences 
Carl N. Drummond, Dean

David A. Legg, Associate Dean

Elaine Blakemore, Associate Dean

 Departments   Chairs
Anthropology    Richard Sutter

Biology    Bruce Kingsbury

Chemistry   Ron Friedman

Communication   Marcia Dixson

Communication Sciences   Lucille J. Hess 

     and Disorders 

English and Linguistics  Hardin Aasand

Geosciences   Solomon Isiorho 

History    Bernd Fischer

International Language   Laurie L. Corbin  

 and Culture Studies  

Mathematical Sciences  David A. Legg

Philosophy   Bernd Buldt

Physics    Mark Masters

Political Science   James M. Lutz

Psychology   Carol Lawton

Sociology    Peter Iadicola

 Programs      

American Studies   Carl N. Drummond

Ethnic and Cultural Studies  Carl N. Drummond

Film Studies   Steve Carr

Gerontology   Penelope A. McLorg

International Studies  Suin Roberts

Journalism   Ann M. Colbert

Liberal Studies   Michael E. Kaufmann

Native American Studies  Lawrence A. Kuznar

Peace and Conflict Studies  Patrick J. Ashton

Women’s Studies   Janet Badia

 Centers of Excellence 
Archaeological Survey

Center for Reptile and Amphibian Conservation and Management 

     (Herp Center)

Decision Sciences and Theory Institute

IPFW Human Rights Institute

Mike Downs Center for Indiana Politics

Three Rivers Language Center

annual joint service project, and will sponsor an interfaith 

festival in May 2010. 

To further complement his IPFW and other 

responsibilities, Spath’s local activities expanded in fall 2009 

to include a county-wide initiative, No Child Hungry–Allen 

County. As part of his work on the Board of Associated 

Churches of Fort Wayne and Allen County, Spath is one of 

the leaders spearheading the effort to eradicate hunger from 

Allen County. 

According to Spath, “our goal is to marshal the 

commitment, energy, and resources of our entire 

community like a laser beam to alleviate hunger in 

every child in Allen County. No Child Hungry–Allen 

County means exactly that.” With commitments from 

the Democratic and Republican parties, business leaders, 

healthcare, education, social service agencies, and a 

wide range of local faith groups, this initiative represents 

another part of Spath’s admirable collection of local and 

international interfaith outreach.

Giving back or paying forward are catch phrases we hear 

often, but for some, the first step is not asking “why,” 

“what,” or “where,” but wondering “how” to participate. 

Through their outreach efforts, both Rumsey and Spath 

provide their students with access to and information 

about responsibilities that extend beyond the content of 

the courses. By actively participating in and learning about 

outreach efforts in the community, students experience how 

the skills and knowledge they acquire can be used in their 

future careers and in their communities.  t

Continued from page 21



Services and Opportunities  for IPFW Alumni

Keep in touch! 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Alumni Contact Details
Name:____________________________________________
Previous Name (if used @ IPFW): ___________________________
Department: ____________ Degree: _________  Year: _______
Mailing Address: _____________________________________
________________________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________________
Preferred Contact:     q E-mail     q Mail     q Either
Personal and Professional News: 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Return to:  Cathleen Carosella
  Director of Outreach and Alumni Publications
  College of Arts and Sciences, IPFW
  2101 E. Coliseum Blvd.
  Fort Wayne, IN  46805-1499

  e-mail: collegium@ipfw.edu

           If You Need Help With: 
• Writing a Résumé and Cover Letter

• Preparing for an Interview

• Searching for a Job

• Exploring New Careers

• Choosing a Major

• Looking for a Graduate School Program

        ...or any other career-related topic!
 

 

It makes cents...

Visit Career Services!
Career Services   •   Indiana University–Purdue University Fort Wayne

2101 E. Coliseum Blvd.   •   Kettler Hall, Room 109   •   Fort Wayne, IN 46805-1499
260-481-0689   •   www.ipfw.edu/career

Please extend my personal touch
to the IPFW campus and Alumni Plaza!
q $500 Pacesetter gift to the IPFW Annual Fund to become an 

IPFW Alumni Pacesetter. This premier group receives special 

perks, invitations, etc.

q $250 mastodon footprint in Alumni Plaza patio. It includes up 

to three lines of copy.

q $100 cobblestone surrounding the Connie and Dan Dickey 

Alumni Fountain (pictured on back cover)

q $50 Alumni Millennium Walk brick with your name and 

graduation year

q One year membership in the IPFW/IU ($40) or IPFW/Purdue 

($50) Alumni Association. Members receive several benefits 

including IPFW Alumni Magazine and newsletters; invitations 

to the annual Mastodon Roast, Tapestry: A Day for Women, 

and the Palm Island Alumni and Friends Trip to Florida; 

Homecoming; legislative events; job placement assistance; 

and career networking opportunities.

Contact IPFW Alumni Relations to sign up for any of the above 

opportunities: 260-481-6807 or alumni@ipfw.edu

Extending the Personal Touch

ALUMNI
A S S O C I A T I O N

I N D I A N A  U N I V E R S I T Y – P U R D U E  U N I V E R S I T Y  F O R T  W A Y N E

Leave your mark 
on IPFW…It’s your 

Legacy!



Alumni Plaza
The Connie and Dan Dickey Alumni Fountain in autumn
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