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Our Inaugural Issue
Dear Friend of     
the College of Arts and Sciences:

Welcome to the inaugural issue of 
Collegium, the alumni magazine of the 
IPFW College of Arts and Sciences (COAS). 

Collegium is an invitation to stay connected 
to your university, to retain ties to the 
life of the mind, and to continue to take 
advantage of our faculty, facilities, and 
forums. Whether as alumnus, alumna, 
or friend of COAS, I personally invite you 
to stay abreast of what’s happening on 
campus and with your fellows. 

IPFW has changed a lot in the last few 
years, and the changes continue. Our 
residence halls are wonderful places for 
students to live, as a lengthening waiting 
list for apartment-style housing proves. 
The move to NCAA Division I athletics 
and joining The Summit League add a 
new dimension to university life. The new 
Rhinehart Music Center is impressive. The 
Medical Education Center will allow all four 
years of medical school at IPFW. There’s 
more, including stunning bridges and a 
hotel. We’re now the fifth largest public 
institution of higher education in Indiana, 
with increasing external support and 
research success. Yet our mission remains 

essentially unchanged: provide education, 
expertise, and economic stimulus to all the 
citizens of our region.

COAS used to be the School of Arts 
and Sciences, a merging of two older 
academic units (Arts and Letters, Science 
and Humanities). What it is and has 
always been is the heart of the university. 
COAS delivers three-fifths of all IPFW’s 
credit hours, and almost all of the broad 
education of every IPFW student (I like the 
term Baccalaureate Education for this). Our 
majors are in demand, both in the work 
place and in graduate schools.

As a university, we are focused on the 
success of each of our students. We 
have developed a new Baccalaureate 
Framework, defining the IPFW bachelor’s 
degree. We work hard at the challenge of 
helping every IPFW student meet his or 
her potential.

I speak to every incoming COAS freshman. 
Part of my message is a truth you already 
know: an IPFW education is about much 
more than the work you do after you 
graduate; it’s about the life you lead. The 
stories we’ve compiled for this inaugural 
issue of Collegium only begin to tell 
the story of the COAS family of alumni, 
students, and faculty. Fortunately, we will 
have more than one opportunity to tell 
that story.

Enjoy the pages that follow, and do let us 
know what you think.

Marc Lipman
Dean of the College of Arts  and Sciences

 

Collegium is an invitation 
to stay connected to your 

university, to retain ties to the 
life of the mind, and to continue 
to take advantage of our faculty, 

facilities, and forums.
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Anthropology

The Anthropology Club
Luncheon Lecture Series: 
Wednesdays at noon in 
Kettler Hall, Room G46. The 
Anthropology Club Luncheon 
Lecture Series is a weekly 
event that highlights the current 
research of IPFW faculty and 
guest speakers of interest. 
Each lecture is presented 
in an informal and friendly 
atmosphere, lasts up to one 
hour, and is guaranteed to 
change the way you look at the 
world. Lectures are scheduled 
throughout the fall and spring 
semesters. For more details, 
contact the anthropology office, 
KT G11A, 260-481-6272. 

Audiology and   
Speech Sciences

Changes in Faculty: Limited-
term lecturer Susan Fricke left 
IPFW to pursue other career and 
personal interests. During fall 
2008, we welcomed limited-
term lecturer Anne Livingston to 
the AUS family.

Grant Award: Continuing 
lecturer Sharon Egly received 
a Summer 2008 Instructional 

Development Grant from the 
Center for the Enhancement 
of Learning and Teaching 
(CELT) to produce a DVD for 
teaching a fundamental clinical 
skill. The DVD will be used 
to teach beginning clinicians 
how to perform an oral facial 
mechanism screening. She will 
give presentations about her 
course transformation in  
spring 2009.

Dalby Research-Speech 
Training Studies: Assistant 
Professor Jonathan Dalby 
presented results of a second-
language speech intelligibility 
training study at the 153rd 
meeting of the Acoustical 
Society of America in Salt Lake 
City last summer. Dalby and 
co-author Diane Kewley-Port 
(IU Department of Speech and 
Hearing Sciences) also published 
a chapter describing the design 
and implementation of three 
computer-based speech training 
systems in The Path of Speech 
Technologies in Computer-
Assisted Language Learning 
(New York: Routledge).

From the Clinics: The AUS 
clinic’s name has changed 
as the department prepares 
to launch a master’s degree 
program in speech-language 
pathology. The Communication 
and Disorders Clinic name better 
reflects what types of services 
are offered. In spring 2008, 12 
students completed clinic, with 
15 evaluations performed and 
13 clients served. 

Community Hearing 
Screenings: Beginning in 
January 2007, students who 
had taken AUS 460 Introduction 
to Assessment Audiology were 

invited to provide hearing 
screenings at the IPFW 
Prevention Clinic at 2700 South 
Lafayette Street. The clinic is 
offered one evening each month, 
helping many who have limited 
access to healthcare. 

Sign Choir: The IPFW American 
Sign Language Choir had two 
performances last year. The 
choir performed “America, 
the Beautiful” at the Indiana 
Speech and Hearing Convention 
for the business meeting in 
March 2008. In May, the choir 
performed the “National Anthem” 
at IPFW’s Commencement. 

2008 Graduating Seniors: Last 
year, AUS had 15 graduates. 
Two graduates were awarded 
monetary prizes from the 
IPFW chapter of Phi Kappa 
Phi, the all-discipline honor 
society, through its National 
Fellowship competition. Many 
AUS graduates plan to attend 
graduate school. This wonderful 
group of graduates will be 
missed, and the department 
wishes them well as they begin 
new chapters in their lives.

Eight of the department’s 
outstanding students were 
honored at the 2008 College 
of Arts and Sciences Honors 
Banquet April 15. Their names 
were added to the honor 
roll plaques that hang in the 
department office.

Biology

Congratulations to Ahmed 
Mustafa who recieved the 
2008 Students’ Choice Award 
for Teaching Excellence from 
the IPFW Student Government 
Association.

Department Spotlights

Whether excelling in their 
fields or digging up bones, 
the COAS departments 
and programs have been 
pretty busy. Pictured above, 
Geosciences Professor 
James Farlow.



Collegium  |   5

Damian Junk (M.S. ’01, biology) 
was invited to deliver a seminar 
on campus in fall 2008. Junk 
completed a doctorate in cancer 
genetics from the University of 
Arizona and recently began a 
postdoctoral research associate 
position at Case Western 
Reserve University in Ohio. 

In May 2008, 32 graduates 
received bachelor’s degrees 
(two honors: Kaely Bade and 
Michael Cooper), and two 
master’s degrees were awarded.

For more information on what’s 
happening in the department, 
see the biology department’s 
Web site (www.ipfw.edu/bio) 
and Professor Mustafa’s links to 
recent issues of Bioscope, the 
department’s newsletter  
(users.ipfw.edu/mustafaa).

Chemistry

Provi Mayo has joined the 
Department of Chemistry as an 
assistant professor. Last year, 
chemistry faculty published 
seven academic journal articles 
and gave six conference 
presentations. For more details 
about events and opportunities 
or to contact the chemistry 
deptartment, visit 
www.ipfw.edu/chem.

Communication

ComFest: On May 7, Professor 
K. Katrina Fullman sponsored 
the communication department’s 
second annual ComFest (year-
end student video festival). 
The festival had enthusiastic 
reviews. The videos were varied, 
and according to one attendee,  
“some hilarious, some touching, 
some with what seemed to 
be great technical expertise 
and fascinating information…
all enjoyable.” The people who 
attended enjoyed themselves, 
and the event “provided a 
wonderful  venue for showcasing 
our students’ work. What a great 
experience for them to be able to 
see how an audience reacts to 
their work!”

Award Received: A team 
presentation by COM graduate 
and IPFW limited-term lecturer 
Aleshia Panbamrung (M.A. ’08, 
professional communication) 
won an award in the San 
Francisco International Business 
Plan Competition. The award 
was for being socially conscious, 
and the judges also commented 
on how much passion their 
presentations had—a true 
validation. The team beat out 
Cambridge Univ. (U.K.) and 
several others in the competition. 

The IPFW American Sign Language Choir performed the 
National Anthem at IPFW’s Commencement in May.

Steve Coburn Retires  
from Chemistry
Stephen Coburn, Ph.D., retired from the Department of 
Chemistry in May 2008, having joined the faculty in 1964. 
In addition to his part-time teaching appointment at IPFW, 
he was director of the biochemistry research program at 
the Fort Wayne State Developmental Center for 40 years 
and an adjunct faculty member in departments at Purdue’s 
West Lafayette campus and the IU School of Medicine. 
His active research 
program generated over 
70 abstracts and 90 
publications, including 
one on a vitamin B-6 
metabolism technique 
(developed in conjunction 
with Karen Ericson, Ph.D.) 
that was adopted by 
colleagues at the Centers 
for Disease Control for use in national nutrition surveys. His 
expertise in vitamin B-6 analysis led to collaborations with 
scientists throughout the United States, Canada, and Europe. 

Coburn provided research opportunities for high school and 
undergraduate students, many of whom now work in the 
field. He held numerous professional certifications in the 
field and received awards including Chemist of the Year from 
the Northeastern Indiana Section of the American Chemical 
Society (1968, 1995); Distinguished Service Award from 
the Indiana State Commission for the Handicapped (1980); 
Fellow of the American Association on Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities (1983); and the Osborne and 
Mendel Award for outstanding nutrition research from the 
American Society for Nutrition (1999). He was one of the few 
part-time faculty members at IPFW to be formally promoted 
to the rank of professor. 
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Geosciences

The geosciences department bid 
farwell to Professor Eric Flodin, 
who left for the oil industry, and 
Professor Christopher Crow. 
Professor Benjamin Dattilo joined 
the geosciences department 
during fall semester 2007, 
and Professor Ray Gildner is a 
visiting assistant professor of 
geology through the Division of 
Continuing Studies. 

During spring 2008, Professor 
Solomon Ishioro traveled to 
Nigeria on sabbatical, where   
he conducted research and 
linked the department, college, 
and IPFW with one of the 
universities there. 

For information on the research 
and other pursuits of new and 

former geoscience faculty, see 
the most recent issue of the 
departmental newsletter. If you 
are not on the mailing list, please 
contact the department
(www.ipfw.edu/geosciences or 
260-481-6249).

Gerontology

300 Percent Growth!
The Gerontology Program 
is experiencing tremendous 
enrollment growth, enhanced 
curricular offerings, and 
expanded national, regional, 
and community service. During 
the past three years, the 
number of students pursuing 
the gerontology certificate has 
increased by approximately 300 
percent to a current enrollment 
of 40 students. The Gerontology 
Program is the largest certificate 
program in the College of 
Arts and Sciences, and the 
curriculum for the gerontology 
certificate crosses more than 15 
departments, encompassing 17 
multidisciplinary courses and 19 
practicum courses.   

Gerontology Program Director 
Penelope McLorg specializes 
in biological and sociocultural 
aspects of aging with recent 
publications in health and aging, 
and disability. Mary Thomas, a 
local practicing attorney who 
specializes in elder law and has 
extensive volunteer engagement, 
is a limited-term lecturer in 
the program. Both McLorg and 
Thomas are involved in national 
and regional professional 
conferences and workshops on 
aging, as well as in community 
organizations and presentations 
related to older adults.

Mathematical Sciences 

The Department of Mathematical 
Sciences provides a plethora of 
events for alumni, many of which 
allow them to keep in touch 
while helping current students 
succeed. Through various events, 
the department has raised more 
than $6,000 for scholarships. 
To ensure that you receive 
announcements for these events, 
departmental contact details are 
found at www.ipfw.edu/math.

Save The Date: The next Math 
Alumni Dinner will be on March 
21, 2009, from 6–9 p.m. For 
more details, please contact the 
department at 260-481-6821. 
Past events are pictured on the 
department’s Web site.

Careers Dinner: Each fall, 
math alumni are invited to the 
annual Careers in Mathematical 
Sciences Dinner to talk about 
their experiences in using a math 
major to fashion a productive 
and rewarding career. Past 
participants shared a variety of 
experiences:  Lisa Ferguson-
Sells (B.S. ’96, teaching option) 
shared her experiences as a 
pharmacokineticist at Eli Lilly; 
Nate Parker (B.S. ’03, computing 
option and computer science)  
does capacity management and 
design for Verizon’s wireline 
telecommunications network; 
and David Ramthun (B.S. ’07, 
actuarial science option) works 
for Lincoln Financial Group and 
continues to study for the next 
actuarial science exams. See 
Alumni News, p. 20, for more on 
math alumni.

Pieces of PIe: The Pieces-of-
PIe campaign raises money and 
allows math alumni to designate 
how contributions will be used: Mary Thomas

Penelope McLorg

In Memoriam
Richard C. Hess 
(1942–2007)
Richard Hess joined the 
Department of Communication 
at IPFW in 1968. He was 
instrumental in envisioning and 
implementing the Master's in 
Professional Communication, 
helping it through the approval 
process and serving as its first 
graduate director. Hess was also 
an outstanding university citizen, 
serving as presiding officer of 
the Faculty Senate four times as 
well as other university service 
too numerous to mention. Two 
of his favorite volunteer activities 
were Boy Scouts of America and 
Habitat for Humanity. He was 
also a member of numerous 
professional associations, the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
Sierra Club, and Plymouth 
Congregational Church.  
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the Math Alumni Scholarship 
Fund, the Beineke Scholarship 
Fund, Math Department 
Discretionary Fund, or IPFW 
Annual Fund. Past recipients of 
the math department’s Alumni 
Scholarship, which is awarded to 
a deserving incoming freshman 
based solely on merit, include 
Nicholas Raub in 2007. The 
Beineke Scholarship, created in 
2000 to honor Lowell Beineke, is 
given to math majors who are at 
the sophomore level or above and 

have an outstanding academic 
record. Elizabeth Curtis and 
Ryan Gerig shared this award in 
2007–08. The Math Discretionary 
Fund is used to support many 
activities that benefit current 
majors as well as alumni, such   
as the alumni newsletter, the 
annual alumni dinner, and 
sending teams of students to 
the Indiana College Mathematics 
Competition (which IPFW won in 
2003). The IPFW Annual Fund is 
an unrestricted account used for 
campus-wide projects. 

Psychology

Publications
In 2007–08, psychology 
faculty published two books, 
two book chapters, and four 
journal articles, and made 20 
presentations at conferences 
and other events. 

Awards
Each year, the psychology 
department presents the 
Outstanding Senior Award to 
a student who demonstrates 
academic excellence, as well as 
a commitment to extracurricular 
activities such as research or 
clinical applications. This year’s 
honoree is Amanda Austin who, 
during fall 2008, entered the 
master’s program in behavior 
analysis at Western Michigan 
University. The Senior Excellence 
award honors students who have 
shown outstanding academic 
performance, as well as 
involvement in either the campus 
or the community. During 
spring 2008, four students 
were recognized: Christopher 
Fisher, Amanda Gilbert, Veronica 
Heimann, and Jessica Todd. 
The Senior Scholarship is 
given to psychology majors 

who demonstrate academic 
excellence and involvement 
outside the classroom in 
research or application for 
use during their senior year. 
The 2008 award went to Joel 
Sprunger.

Psi Chi Growth 
The National Honor Society in 
Psychology, Psi Chi, continues to 
grow in membership, inducting 
27 new members at a dinner 
at the Oyster Bar. During the 
2007–08 academic year, Psi 
Chi also sponsored the Heart 
Walk, Stop Smoking Block Party, 
and Stuff the Semi events, 
volunteered at the Community 
Harvest Food Bank, worked 
at the Annual Health Fair, and 
cosponsored the Hollywood Gala. 

Professor Michelle Drouin   
and her husband welcomed a 
new member to the department 
on Dec 28, 2007—their first 
child, Tyler Wade Drouin. 

For more details on departmental 
news and events (including 
the departmental newsletter, 
Psychobabble), go to 
www.ipfw.edu/psyc.

Women’s Studies

The Women’s Studies Program 
(WOST) moved to new offices 
in and around CM 30—a great 
change after sharing an old 
classroom. 

The program also bid a fond 
farewell to secretary Maggie 
Curtis, who retired in July. Taking 
her place is Linda Symington, 
who comes to WOST from the 
chancellor’s office. The executive 
committee has also initiated 
a search for a new director. 
And congrats to Lisa Beringer, 
who has taught for WOST and 
sociology, on her appointment 
as the director of the Center for 
Women and Returning Adults. 
New faces and new direction 
for the WOST program are the 
highlights of fall semester 2008. 

International Women’s Day
March 2008 saw an impressive 
array of events to celebrate 
Women’s History Month, 
including Fort Wayne’s 
International Women’s Day 
events of which WOST was 
a sponsor. Also, eight IPFW 
students presented papers 
at IU Women’s Studies/
Gender Studies Undergraduate 
Research/Creative Activity 
Conference on March 28.

For information on future WOST 
events, please contact the office 
at 260-481-6711.

Thank you to the departments 
and individuals who submitted 
or suggested Department 
Spotl ights. I f you have any 
questions about or information 
for this section, please  
contact Col legium staff at   
col legium@ipfw.edu.  

Nicholas Raub

Elizabeth Curtis

Ryan Gerig

A new “member” of the 
psychology department: Tyler 
Wade Drouin
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The mission of the Remnant Trust (RT) at IPFW is “to 

create a community-wide shared experience whereby 

individuals touch the grand ideas of history and feel the 

heat of the world’s great controversies, revolutions, and 

ideals to spark in all a passion for thinking, with courage 

and conviction, thoughts that will transform future 

generations.” Based in Jeffersonville, Ind., the Remnant 

Trust is an organization devoted to collecting original 

and first edition works on liberty and dignity. The RT 

then loans its holdings to universities, schools, and other 

organizations across the country, allowing people to 

see, touch, feel, and read these pivotal works. According 

to RT president, Kristopher Bex (M.A. ’97, English), 

the ability to interact with these documents means that 

people are not just listening, they can “actually have the 

original and can get as close as [they] can to what the 

author intended….The Trust’s motivation is that it’s key to 

getting people to engage with the ideas” found in these 

documents. Attending the exhibit or related programs can 

stimulate conversations about the ideas, and this ability to 

physically interact with the actual documents is one way.

At IPFW, the RT documents will be on public display 

in the Helmke Library from January through April 2009. 

IPFW requested a vast array of documents from the RT’s 

holdings, all of which will be on display (for a sample 

By Cathleen Carosella

Why. do certain words 
written in a certain 

order and published at certain 
times create historical changes? 
How are controversial ideas 
created? And which of those 
formerly controversial ideas 
are now generally accepted 
as right (or rights) in today’s 
society? From January through 
April 2009, IPFW will sponsor 
a major exhibit and associated 
programs that will allow IPFW 
students and the public to 
see, touch, read, and discuss 
documents and ideas that 
created such controversies and 
that helped build the society in 
which we live today.

Feature
Pulped Diction: 
IPFW to Explore 
Documents  That 
Changed 
History 
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list, see page 11). Beyond the RT 

documents themselves, programs 

designed to complement the exhibit 

will involve IPFW classes, Omnibus 

lectures, community book clubs, 

K–12 presentations, and more. 

While some programs will be 

connected to IPFW classes, most 

will be open to the general public. 

Through the Division of Continuing 

Studies, IPFW is sponsoring trips to 

Ethiopia, London, and Washington, 

D.C.  IPFW will also be the first 

institution to show one of the RT’s 

latest acquisitions: a copy of the 

apocryphal Book of Enoch dating  

to c.1450. 

In October a viral marketing 

campaign was initiated to publicize 

the RT exhibit. If you have not seen 

or received any details yet, there is a 

Web site for the RT at IPFW program 

that provides general information, an 

events calendar, exhibit hours, and 

more. This site also includes details 

about the documents on display, 

the dates and times for IPFW’s RT 

television programs, related links, 

and much more. Other online, 

interactive offerings are blogs, 

lolcontroversy.com, Facebook pages, 

and more. 

The purpose beyond the topics 

of dignity and liberty, ideas that 

sparked the birth of the U.S., is to 

encourage people to consider the 

commonality of human experience 

to gain better insight, understand 

why we study it, and examine 

how it relates to the lives we live. 

According to Bex, this idea is 

best summed up by Ralph Waldo 

Emerson in his “American Scholar” 

speech, delivered in 1837, in 

which he called upon his audience 

to live as “man thinking,” rather than 

“a mere thinker, or, still worse, the 

parrot of other men’s thinking.” Both 

the RT and the IPFW exhibit hope to 

encourage viewers and participants 

to think, discuss, and consider the 

implications of the ideas expressed 

in these documents, as well as 

provide the opportunity to literally 

touch (pieces of) history. 

To help organize the exhibit, the 

documents are associated with seven 

themes: the development of the 

American character; advancing the 

rights of humanity; the dark side 

of humanity; religious revolutions; 

women and power; business and 

ethics; and science, culture and 

society. While the documents will be 

on display continually, each theme 

will have a two-week period during 

which its related documents and 

topics will be highlighted through 

a televised panel show on IPFW’s 

•••
IPFW hopes to 

encourage viewers 
and participants 
to think, discuss, 
and consider the 
implication of the 
ideas expressed in 
these documents...

•••

Rights of Man (1792) by Thomas Paine, who was indicted for treason a 
little over a year after the book was first published.

to learn more 
about the 
Remnant Trust 
at IPFW...
including a 
list of documents,   
information about each 
document, and a schedule of 
events and activities, visit 
remnanttrust.ipfw.edu

trips planned 
in conjunction with the RT ,

visit www.ipfw.edu/dcs/trips

and this year’s complete 
Omnibus lecture series, visit 
www.omnibuslectures.org
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CATV channel (Comcast channel 

5, Verizon Fios channel 30). Other 

theme-related events will be movie 

nights, a community book read, 

dramatic presentations, brown bag 

lunch discussions, and more, with 

events on and off campus and most 

open to the general public. 

IPFW’s renowned Omnibus Lecture 

Series will also align with the RT 

exhibit. The kickoff event for the 

RT at IPFW programs will be an 

Omnibus lecture featuring Hal 

Holbrook who will reprise his 

most famous role in “Mark Twain 

Tonight!” on January 29. Two other 

lectures will be linked to the RT at 

IPFW: “Religious Revolutions” on 

March 26, and “…and Justice for All” 

featuring retired U.S. Supreme Court 

Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, on 

April 23. Presented in the Rhinehart 

Music Center, all Omnibus lectures 

are free and open to the public.

For some IPFW students, the RT 

at IPFW will be a focal point of 

their classes in spring semester 

2009. Professors have received 

grants to develop curricula that 

will link coursework directly to the 

RT documents, enabling students 

to explore ideas more fully. Other 

professors will be including 

participation in RT events in their 

course calendars in a variety of 

ways—from direct assignments to 

extracurricular experiences. 

But why care about some collection 

of dusty old books and pamphlets? 

According to Bex, reactions to these 

documents can be (for lack of a 

better analogy) “religious.” From 

the student standpoint, they’re not 

just listening to a professor profess, 

they actually have the original and 

can get close to what the author 

intended. We don’t get to experience 

holding original documents often, 

and the RT’s motivation is that 

this can be key to getting people 

to engage with the ideas. Giving 

individuals the opportunity to 

handle these documents is one way 

to stimulate conversations about   

the ideas.

A community-wide unison reading 

of the Declaration of Independence  

on January 16, 2009, will allow 

students, schools, and organzations 

in Fort Wayne to share an historical 

experience. This event will kick-

off the RT at IPFW exhibition.  

Brown-bag and panel discussions 

at locations both on and off 

campus will focus on individual RT 

documents, topics associated with 

the seven themes, and the historical 

and current contexts of various 

controversies. There will be movie 

nights during which films associated 

with numerous documents or 

the ideas expressed therein will 

be played with discussions or 

presentations included. 

For local youth, IPFW faculty and 

staff are working with area K–12 

teachers, public library staff, and 

others and will be taking the 

“show on the road” to provide 

events designed specifically for 

children and young adults. These 

will include a hands-on exhibit at 

Helmke Library, traveling troupes of 

historical characters, a middle school 

speech contest, and an American 

Identity Multi-Disciplinary Creative 

Showcase. These events will occur 

on campus, at schools, and in   

the community.

•••
The public is 
encouraged to 

come to campus 
to see, touch, 
and read these 
documents, but 
everyone is also 
encouraged to 

attend the variety 
of events designed 

to stimulate 
conversation.

•••

One of the  more than 50 document to be exhibited at IPFW is the 
first English edition (1640) of Machiavelli’s The Prince. 
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Essentially, we have here the 

opportunity to think about what the 

outcome of dissent can be and how 

the vision of what is controversial 

and what constitutes dissent has 

changed throughout history. And, 

hopefully, this exhibit will generate 

as many new ideas as it allows us to 

discuss, debate, and consider. t

The Remnant Trust at IPFW:
A ‘Controversial’ Sampling
Some of the documents that will be on display:

Magna Carta (ca 1350)

Confessions, Saint Augustine   
(1491), rubricated early printing

The Prince, Niccolo Machiavelli 
(1640), 1st edition in English

Dialogo di Galileo Galilei… [Galileo’s 
Dialogues], Galileo Galilei (1710), 
1st edition to include important 
related correspondence

The Mathematical Principles of 
Natural Philosphy, Sir Isaac Newton  
(1729), 1st edition in English

Declaration of Independence (1776), 
3rd edition, one of three  
known copies

First Acts of Congress with Bill of 
Rights (1789)

Bible (illustrated, with Apocrypha) 
(1791), first American folio printing

Common Sense, Thomas Paine 
(1792), 1st British edition with 
emendations where Crown and 
government discussed

A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, 
Mary Wolstonecraft (1792),   
1st edition

Koran (1806), 1st American edition 

On Liberty, John Stuart Mill (1859), 
1st edition

Lincoln and Douglas Debates, 
Abraham Lincoln and Stephen 
Douglas (1860)

Emancipation Proclamation (1862), 
1st public printing

Frankenstein, Mary Wolstonecraft 
Shelley (1869), 2nd edition

Nineteen Eighty-Four, George  
Orwell (1946), 1st edition proof 
(pre-publication copy)

Atlas Shrugged, Ayn Rand (1957), 
1st edition

For a complete document list with descriptions, 
multimedia links, and a calendar of the many 
associated events, visit   
www.remnanttrust.ipfw.edu or contact  
Kelly Shanks at shanksk@ipfw.edu or 
260-481-6105. 

Clockwise from left: The Federalist Papers 
(1788); Emancipation Proclamation 
(1862), 1st public printing; Common 
Sense, Thomas Paine, (1792), 1st British 
edition with emendations where Crown 
and government were discussed.
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Upcoming Events

January 31
The Shaping of The
American Identity 
Conference
IPFW Campus

March 19
Book of Enoch

Symposium
IPFW campus

Details on RT Web site.

March 26
Religious

Revolutions
Omnibus Lecture Series, 

Rhinehart Music Center.
Details on Omnibus  

Web site.

April 3
Frankenstein

Movie Marathon
Details on RT Web site.

Winter | Spring ’09

January 29
Hal Holbrook

“Mark Twain Tonight!”
Omnibus Lecture Series, 

Rhinehart Music Center.
www.omnibuslectures.org

Feb 2009
Community 
Book Read

Orwell’s 1984 
Essay contest and 

lectures at
various locations.

Details on RT Web site.

January 16
United We Read
Locations across 

Fort Wayne.
Details on RT Web site.

2009
January––April

The Remnant Trust 
at IPFW

See, touch, and explore 
documents that changed 

history. Helmke Library 
and other event locations.

remnanttrust.ipfw.edu

Connected

April 23
Sandra Day O’Connor
“...and Justice for All”
Omnibus Lecture Series, 
Rhinehart Music Center.
Details on Omnibus  
Web site.

For a complete event l ist ing, visit  www.ipfw.edu/l i fe/events.

For more complete event details, please go to 
the department, Remnant Trust at IPFW,  
or other relevant Web areas    
at www.ipfw.edu.

March 21
Math Department

Alumni Dinner
6-9 p.m. 

For details, visit
www.ipfw.edu/math 

or call 260-481-6821. 

+∞∫
∑   
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+∞ ∫-∞  ∫
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By Susan Alderman

Congratulations!  You’re an Arts and Sciences alumnus of 
Indiana University–Purdue University Fort Wayne. You 
spent a lot of time and money to get your degree, didn’t 
you?  Some of you graduated this past spring; others count 
yourselves in some of the early graduating classes; the rest 
of you fall somewhere in-between.

It doesn’t make any difference when you graduated from IPFW. What 
does matter is that you remember the time you spent here and stay 
connected to the university, to the College of Arts and Sciences, and to 
your department. 

By staying connected, you become a bridge, and if you’ve been to campus 
lately, you know that bridges are very important to IPFW. The Willis 
Family Bridge crosses Crescent Avenue, connecting IPFW’s Main Campus 
to Student Housing on the Waterfield Campus. Next summer, the Ron 
Venderly Family Bridge will span the St. Joseph River and connect the 
Main Campus with the West Campus and new Holiday Inn at IPFW and 
the Coliseum, and the Hefner Soccer Fields. IPFW’s master plan calls for 
three more bridges that will connect IPFW with Ivy Tech Community 
College–Northeast, Memorial Coliseum, and the Northeast Indiana 
Innovation Center.  

You can be a bridge to IPFW, too. Make the connection with your 
department and find out what’s been going on. How has it grown since 
you were there? Is the focus still the same or has it shifted in another 
direction? You can find out what the latest “cutting-edge” technologies 
are in your specific area.  

Is your favorite professor still here? Is he or she still inspiring students to 
reach their full potential? Perhaps you can be a bridge to those students’ 
futures by being a mentor or connecting them to an internship or job. 

If you’re not sure what activities the college or your department offers, 
go to the college’s Web site —www.ipfw.edu/as/—and browse for a 
while. You can visit every department, look through activities, and 
read online newsletters or other announcements. There are links to the 
Distinguished Lecturer Series, where you can browse past presentations 
and look forward to the current year’s offerings. Most departments have 
dinners and social gatherings throughout the year. By clicking on the 
drop-down department menu, you can find out when and where you can 

meet up with old friends. Some of the college’s departments host monthly 
luncheons that draw current IPFW students, faculty, and staff, as well as 
members of the community. 

When you were a student, what were Mastodon athletics like? If you 
graduated more than a few years ago, a lot has changed. Student-athletes 
compete in 16 Division I NCAA sports, and IPFW is now a member of The 
Summit League Athletic Coference. And the teams are good! Arnie Ball 
continues to be the mastermind behind IPFW’s legendary men’s volleyball 
program; Kelley Hartley 
Hutton’s women’s 
volleyball teams are 
going strong; the men’s 
and women’s basketball 
teams are breaking 
records every season, 
and the rest of the teams 
are going full speed 
ahead. 

By networking with 
your former professors 
and classmates or going 
to a Mastodon sports 
event, you can keep up 
to date on new trends in 
your area of expertise, 
learn about employment 
opportunities, re-connect 
with old friends, make 
social contacts, and 
just have fun. Of course, 
there’s another way you 
can stay connected to 
the College of Arts and 
Sciences and to your specific department: you can always remember 
them with a financial contribution. The dollars you choose to give to the 
college or to your department can be used in many different ways. You 
can help buy new laboratory equipment, build a new building, fund an 
endowment, and of course, contribute to student scholarships.

No matter which ways you choose to be connected with IPFW, the College 
of Arts and Sciences, or with a specific department, 
know that your connections are always welcome and 
appreciated. t

Connected

Architect’s rendering of the new Ron 
Venderly Family Bridge that will connect 
IPFW’s Main Campus to the West 
Campus and the Holiday Inn at IPFW 
and the Coliseum.

The Willis Family Bridge, which spans 
Crescent Avenue, connects 
IPFW’s Main Campus to IPFW Student 
Housing on the Waterfield Campus.



14  |  IPFW College of Arts and Sciences  |  Fall 2008

Snapshots 

COAS Alumni 
and Their    
Experiences
For the inaugural 
issue of Collegium 
rather than writing about a single alumnus  

or alumna, COAS departments helped us 

contact COAS alumni to ask them a few 

questions about their experiences at IPFW 

and beyond. In answer to our call, we 

interviewed an interesting group of people 

whose IPFW experience spans the decades 

from the late 1960s through May 2008.

IPFW alumni live all over the place —from Fort Wayne 

and other Midwest locales, across the U.S., and around 

the world. COAS alumni run local businesses, work 

for international corporations, and help nonprofits and 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the U.S. 

and many other countries. The graduates who provided 

vignettes for this article illustrate these connections well. 

Joan Poulson (B.A. ’00, psychology), recently completed 

a Ph.D. in social psychology at Michigan State University 

and has returned to Indiana to become an assistant 

professor of psychology at Indiana University–Purdue 

University Columbus. Marietta Wolczacka Frye (B.A. 

’04, English; teaching English as a new language 

certificate, ’05; M.A. ’08, English), who came to IPFW 

from Poland to study English, became an academic 

advisor in the IPFW Mastodon Advising Center in 

February after working on campus for Subway, teaching 

English composition as a graduate aide, and working 

in the International Student Services office. She and her 

husband live in southwest Fort Wayne. Kris Bex (M.A. 

’97, English) is the president of the Remnant Trust, an 

Indiana-based organization that collects early edition 

texts on the subjects of liberty and dignity, and offers 

Robert Yehl (B.A. ’76, political science) 
recently took a leave of absence to act 

as a civilian member of a provincial 
reconstruction team in Iraq.

By Cathleen Carosella
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these texts for public 

display at institutions 

around the U.S. (see 

article about the Remnant 

Trust at IPFW exhibit on 

page 8). 

Other graduates, like 

Thomas Cool (B.S. ’72, 

geosciences), pursued 

careers that have taken 

them to a variety of 

international locations. 

Cool has worked in the 

oil industry for most 

of his career, usually 

working on international 

projects, and he also 

teaches geosciences at a 

local junior college. His 

job has taken him to London, Brazil, Angola, and many 

other locales, but his current home is in Texas. Brandon 

Gearhart (B.A. ’08, political science; international 

studies certificate; civic education and public advocacy 

certificate) won an English teaching Fulbright award 

to teach in South Korea, after which he plans to return 

to the U.S. to attend law school. Ryan Darvish (B.A. 

’07, political science; international studies certificate) 

works as a language assistant, teaching conversational 

English at Louis Pasteur University in Strasbourg, 

France, a program he learned about from a friend 

while participating in the IPFW international exchange 

program. Active in local political campaigns when he 

lived in Fort Wayne, Robert Yehl (B.A. ’76, political 

science) established a career in city management. He 

has worked in cities from Iowa to Texas to his current 

position in Sanford, Fla., a job from which he recently 

took a leave of absence to act as a civilian member of a 

provincial reconstruction team in Iraq.

Although the alumni who were interviewed span more 

than 40 years of IPFW history, their experiences were 

amazingly similar. All viewed their campus experience 

positively and felt that it met their needs and enabled 

them to develop strong careers. Many also commented 

on the positive changes they see on today’s campus—

new buildings, expanded degree offerings, and NCAA 

Division I athletics. Other grads spoke positively about 

not having to park across the river in midwinter and 

wishing residence halls had been available in their 

time. A few credited departmental newsletters with 

keeping them abreast of what their former professors 

and colleagues are doing. Some have visited campus 

recently and were amazed by the changing face of 

campus (even if they had to ask for directions to their 

former departments), while others plan to or wish they 

could visit campus more often.

Most grads also spoke highly of the professors and 

advisors who mentored them during their time at IPFW 

and beyond. Like many successful grads, Poulson 

commented on how the mentorship of faculty helped 

her as a student and continues to this day: “I’d have 

to say one faculty member in particular played a vital 

role in my career, Dr. Jay Jackson. It’s amazing how just 

seeing one flier in a hallway can change your life, but 

I remember seeing his flier seeking research assistants 

in the area of prejudice. I didn’t know a psychologist 

could do research on that, so I inquired and became 

one of his first lab assistants at IPFW. . . . He took a 

chance on me. He advocated for me, mentored my 

interests in research, and helped me decide to pursue 

an undergraduate thesis and to go to graduate school.  

In fact, that undergraduate thesis became the basis for 

a paper we published a few years ago in a scholarly 

journal.” Poulson and other COAS grads regularly 

mentioned how their experience in their departments 

inspired them to become mentors in various capacities. 

The alumni interviewed credited individuals with giving 

them the time and personal guidance that enabled 

them to establish a strong academic foundation for their 

future careers. Many stressed the enthusiasm various 

COAS professors displayed for their fields and in their 

mentorship. Yehl credits Professors Emeriti Mike Downs, 

Jim Owen, and Gerry Houseman as instrumental in his 

understanding of politics and administration. Darvish 

adds that the interaction in class between his classmates 

and the professors helped him develop in his field. 

Cool explained how Professor Emeritus Bernd Erdtman 

helped him find the right graduate program and advisor 

to further his interests. Continued on page 22

Marietta Wolczacka Frye (B.A. 
’04, English; teaching English as a 
new language certificate, ’05; M.A. 
’08, English) became an academic 
advisor in the Mastodon Advising 
Center in February.
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By Cathleen Carosella 

With so many physical changes to the campus 
in recent years, many (even recent) graduates 
don’t recognize the place. And yes, some 
familiar faces might be missing, but rest 
assured that your departments are still here, 
interested in hearing from and ready to help 
you. Plus, many exciting and interesting 
public- or alumni-focused events and activities 
happen regularly. In future issues, we will 
focus on specific departments and faculty, but 
for this first issue, we thought we’d overview 
a few of the developments affecting and 
involving IPFW’s College of Arts and Sciences 
(COAS). So we encourage graduates to get in 
touch and stay involved because in the world 
of networking, your former faculty, advisors, 
and peers are incredible contacts. 

With roots that began in 1917 when IU offered its first extension 

classes in Fort Wayne, IPFW’s COAS has some interesting tales to 

tell. What began as a small unit providing further education to the 

local community has evolved into today’s ever-expanding campus. 

However, at its core, IPFW remains an educational connection for 

the local community while increasingly drawing students from 

further afield—regionally, nationally, and internationally. Current 

campus building programs also have changed the external face 

of campus, and this has meant many changes for some COAS 

departments. And throughout this evolution of IPFW, COAS has 

grown in size and stature with IPFW, while always remaining deeply 

involved in the campus and the community.

With the merging of IU and Purdue into IPFW over the course of 

many years, the amalgamation of the IU School of Arts and Letters 

with the Purdue School of Science and Humanities in the mid-

1980s was a logical step. This established the largest collection 

of departments on campus: the IPFW School of Arts and Sciences. 

Then in 2006, the school’s name changed to the College of Arts 

and Sciences. This entity now comprises 15 departments and seven 

programs, offering both undergraduate and graduate degrees. The 

faculty has increased as well. Currently there are 175 full-time 

faculty and a varying number of part-time faculty working with IPFW 

students from across the campus. Also, new programs and degree 

offerings are added regularly, so watch for further improvements in 

the near future.

COAS has one of the largest pools of alumni and students on 

campus. In spring 2008, of the 904 degrees awarded in IPFW’s 

nine academic units, COAS graduates received 214. The make up 

of IPFW’s student body is changing as well. The number of students 

at IPFW has risen steadily to 12,388 in fall 2008, and the average 

age of IPFW students now hovers around 25. The arrival of student 

housing in fall 2004 added a residential experience that was 

not available to students in the past. So as IPFW and its current 

students move from strength to strength, we encourage our alumni 

to remain a part of campus life in whatever way possible.

COAS Curricula

Amongst these changes, COAS is an integral part of IPFW’s general 

education program which ensures that graduates have a strong 

academic base upon which to build their futures. Remember those 

required English composition, communications, math, history, and 

science classes—fear not, current students still take (okay, some 

of you might think “suffer”) these Gen Ed classes. However, for an 

increasing number of new students, an innovative opportunity is 

available through the First Year Experience (FYE), a program that 

helps them link with IPFW services, faculty, and students to make 

their college years successful on all levels. 

FYE’s largest program involves Learning Communities that allow 

groups of student to take linked or paired courses. Of the 50 

Ch-Ch-Ch-Changes: 
COas grOwing 
with the Campus
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Learning Communities and linked classes offered in fall 2008, 42 

include one or more COAS courses. According to the FYE Web site, 

these linked classes “foster a deeper understanding, integrate 

different classes with each other, and contain a social element that 

links classroom experiences with fun and rewarding activities both 

on and off campus.” This program creates interdisciplinary course 

blocks in which the faculty work together to design integrated 

curricula and extracurricular activities in which their students 

participate. Imaging having two or three classes with the same 

people, the chance to have a stable group of friends, and added 

faculty support during that first semester of college. This integrated 

curricula and community helps new students navigate the transition 

to college more effectively. COAS faculty have been engaged in 

Learning Communities since their first piloting on campus. With 

combinations such as math and chemistry or psychology, music 

therapy, and English composition—many COAS faculty are creating 

communities that help new IPFW students connect with campus 

academically and socially. 

But you ask, what about my old department, what’s going on there? 

Many COAS departments have newsletters and other publications 

to help current and former students know what’s happening. In 

this inaugural edition, updates are provided from a selection of 

departments and programs, something that will continue in future 

issues, but do contact your former department to find out if they 

have a newsletter (many are posted online). If you’re looking for 

something to do in Fort Wayne, all campus events are published 

online at www.ipfw.edu/life/events. Here you can browse the 

many lectures and workshops both on campus and throughout 

the community such as the anthropology department’s Luncheon 

Lecture series, the College of Arts and Sciences Distinguished 

Lecturer series, the youth-focused Lunch with a Scientist series at 

Science Central, and many others. COAS departments also have 

alumni-focused events designed to help graduates keep in touch 

with each other and their departments such as the Department of 

Mathematical Sciences’ annual alumni dinner. Feel free to contact 

Collegium staff or your former department to ensure that you 

receive announcements about these events.

Centers of 
Excellence
Recent years have also 

seen the development 

of Centers of 

Excellence (CoE), 

six in COAS, which 

are primarily 

interdisciplinary in 

focus and use IPFW 

faculty expertise to help 

engage both the IPFW 

and larger communities. 

The newest CoE is the Three 

Rivers Language Center, which will preserve and revive 

endangered languages in the lower Great Lakes area such as 

Native American languages like Miami, Chippewa (Ojibwe), and 

Potawatomi.  The Center for Reptile and Amphibian Conservation 

and Management (the “Herp Center”) promotes the understanding 

and conservation of reptiles and amphibians of the Midwestern 

United States and beyond through research, education, and 

outreach. The Archaeological Survey focuses on Midwestern 

archaeology, assisting museums, local historical societies, and 

other groups in the investigation, documentation, and interpretation 

of cultural resources. The Decision Sciences and Theory Institute 

uses theories and methods developed in multiple disciplines 

concerning how individual decision making influences behavior, the 

influences of these decisions on coordinated group behaviors, and 

how decision making can be optimized for practical application. The 

Institute for Human Rights studies the convergence between the 

American national purpose and respect for individual rights through 

projects that develop local applications of universal principles and 

promote global awareness of human rights issues. And finally, the 

Mike Downs Center for Indiana Politics is a non-partisan center 

devoted to helping people understand the importance of active 

participation in political and public processes. Established in 

memory of Mike Downs, a former IPFW political science faculty 

member, the Downs Center is the first devoted to studying the 

politics of a particular state.

Each of these centers provides a wealth of events and programs 

that are open to the public, as well as services to projects in the 

community. During the 2007 primary madness that gripped Indiana, 

the Mike Downs Center began circulating polls and surveys— 

details of which were picked up by national and international media 

outlets. The center also coordinates the American Democracy 

Project on campus, collects information on political campaigns, 

and provides talks on a variety of political topics. The Herp Center 

distributes books and brochures designed for various age levels 

Continued on page 23

“...we encourage 
graduates to get in touch 

and stay involved because 
in the world of networking, 

your former faculty, 
advisors, and peers are 

incredible contacts.”
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AUDIOLOGY 
AND SPEECH 
SCIENCES 
Stephanie Adams (B.S. 
’90) lives in Riverton, Conn., 
and has completed her comps 
in educational psychology. She 
started her dissertation in April 
2008. She might be planning a 
move back to the Fort Wayne area.

Erin Bower (B.S. ’05) lives in 
Coldwater, Mich., and is working 
for the Branch Intermediate 
School District. 

Julie (Flora) Carrico (B.S. 
’93) lives in Fort Wayne and 
is working part time for First 
Steps. She is married with three 
daughters: Haiden, Emery,  
and Luca.

Charlene Cordes (B.S. ’01) 
lives in Fort Wayne and works for 
Ear, Nose, and Throat Associates, 
where she specializes in 
pediatrics and auditory 
processing disorders. She had a 
baby girl, Aubrey, in June 2007.

Sharon Egly (B.S. ’90) 
became a grandmother for the 
third time. William David Egly 
was born on December 13, 
2007. 

Joye (Zaugg) Fuess (B.S. 
’01) lives in Fort Wayne and 
works part time at Adams 
Memorial Hospital. She and her 
husband, Rob, have a daughter, 
Makenzie, and are expecting a 
son at press time.

Melissa George (B.S. ’01) 
lives in Fort Wayne and is 
employed by the Department   
of Veterans Affairs. She has three 

sons: Jonah Michael, Carter, 
and Simon. 

Teressa (Donnelly) Halter 
(B.S. ’97) lives in Fort Wayne 
with her husband and two sons. 
Younger son, Ian, has Down 
syndrome and, according to 
mom, is too cute. She is using 
her audiology and speech skills 
to teach him sign language and 
he is doing great.

Nichole Hondorp (B.S. ’06) 
lives in Lafayette, Ind. She 
graduated from IU in May 2008 
and plans to complete her 
CFY at Rosewalk Village. She 
became engaged to Eric Frank in 
November 2007 and is planning 
a January 2009 wedding.

Carley (McCullough) Hower 
(B.S. ’07) lives in Oxford, Ohio, 
and attends graduate school at 
Miami University. She is looking 
forward to working at Shelby 
County Schools for her intership 
in fall 2008. In July, she married 
Tim Hower.

Melissa (Bird) Jaco (B.S. 
’95) lives in Greenup, Ky., with 
her husband and two daughters, 
Audrey and Anna. She was 
working with Greenup County 
Schools as a speech-language 
pathologist/audiologist and 
is an Assistive Technology 
Practitioner (ATP). Melissa 
received a master’s degree 
in special education with an 
assistive technology emphasis in 
December 2007. 

Anissa Khouri (B.S. ’06) lives 
in Bloomington and will graduate 
in May 2008 from Indiana 
University’s graduate program in 
speech-language pathology. Her 

areas of professional interest are 
early language development and 
intervention and school-aged 
language disorders. 

Chanda Lichtsinn (B.S. ’96) 
lives in Fort Wayne and works 
full time as the lead pediatric 
therapist for the Turnstone 
Center for Disabled Children and 
Adults, teaches two sections 
per semester of the Introduction 
to Communicative Disorders 
course at IPFW, and works PRN 
for Harborside Healthcare. She 
and her husband, Bill, welcomed 
grandson Brayden William 
Lichtsinn on December 28, 
2007. 

Erin (Eidson) Moffett (B.S. 
’03) lives in Fort Wayne and 
works as a child-adolescent case 
manager at the Bowen Center in 
Huntington, Ind. She became a 
team leader in December 2007. 
She married Jadda Moffet in 
August 2007.

Kristen (Miller) Thiele (B.S. 
’97) lives in Fort Wayne and 
works as a mild disability teacher 
at Maple Creek Middle School in 
Northwest Allen County Schools. 
She and her husband, Randy, 
had a daughter, Gwyn, in July 
2007. 

Amanda Van Zant (B.S. 
’07) lives in Fort Wayne and 
works part time with children 
with learning disabilities at the 
Children’s Autism Center. She 
and her husband also have a 
3D/4D ultrasound business, and 
recently welcomed their first 
child, son Jax.
  
AUS contacts compiled by Chanda 

Lichtsinn (B.S. ’96) 

Alumni Updates
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PSYCHOLOGY
Stephanie Charleston 
(B.A. ’92) completed a Ph.D. 
in educational psychology 
(specializing in research 
methods and statistics) at 
Indiana University and then 
worked as a research analyst 
in Durham, N.C. for the U.S. 
Department of Education. 
Currently, she is a senior 
lecturer and program leader for 
psychology at the University of 
Sunderland (U.K.), overseeing 
curriculum development for and 
the progression of psychology 
students. Her research is tied to 
the things she studied at IPFW, 
combining environmental and 
social psychology by applying 
key theories of both to the study 
of large buildings. Specifically, her 
research focuses on soccer fans’ 
emotional attachment to their 
sports team’s home stadium.

Crystal (Akers) Downing 
(B.A. ’05) is currently studying 
nursing at Spencerian College in 
Kentucky and just picked up two 
certificates for the President’s 
Club and dean’s list. She is very 
excited to be furthering her 
education while contributing 
to the community as a social 
worker at Northfield Centre for 
Health and Rehabilitation in 
Louisville. 

Kristine Jehle DiScala 
(B.A. ’03) has completed her 
Ph.D. coursework in counseling 
psychology at Southern Illinois 
University and is currently 
working as a predoctoral 
intern at the University of Notre 

Dame’s Counseling Center. She 
completed her dissertation,  
“Occupational Experiences 
of Counseling Center 
Psychotherapists: Qualitative 
Study,” and graduated in August 
with her doctorate. She hopes to 
return to the Fort Wayne area to 
work as a therapist.

Sarah Kirkendall (B.A. ’07) 
was accepted into the industrial/
organizational Ph.D. program at 
Bowling Green State University 
in Ohio. It was one of her top 
choices. 

Joy Nagel (B.A. ’05) was 
accepted into the M.S.W. 
program at IPFW, which is 
coordinated through Indiana 
University–Purdue University 
Indianapolis, and began classes 
during summer 2008.

Josh Staller (B.A. ’06) was 
accepted into the cognitive/
social psychology master’s 
degree program at Ball State 
University in fall 2008. 

COMMUNICATION
Megan Fullen (B.A. ’06) 
works in student activities for 
Austin Community College in 
Austin, Texas. This job is one 
she fashioned for herself almost 
straight out of IPFW’s program.

Andrea Noble (M.A. ’02) is 
a trainer for National City Bank. 
When they enter a new market, 
she is National City’s go-to 
person to teach the National City 
business protocol.

Jeanette Dillon (M.A. ’01) 
graduated with a masters degree 
in professional communication. 
After graduating, she became 
the local Morning Edition host 
and producer at Northeast 
Indiana Public Radio in Fort 
Wayne. Within six months, she 
was promoted to news director 
and has enjoyed working in 
that capacity for the past seven 
years. She enjoys working with 
young, nascent broadcasters 
who intern in the New 
Generation Radio project, which 
she launched two years ago to 
help young people gain public 
radio experience while helping 
Northeast Indiana Public Radio 
gain local news programming. 

Sarah Nichter (M.A. ’97) 
has been the public information 
officer at the Fort Wayne Parks 
and Recreation department for 
more than five years. In addition 
to public information and press 
conferences, she does marketing, 
grant writing, sponsorships, 
community relations, and more. 
She loves her work and feels she 
has found her niche. She says,   
“It wouldn’t have happened 
without IPFW.”

Joel Cotton (M.A. ’05) is 
men’s assistant basketball coach 
at Anderson University.

John Milentis (M.A. ’03) 
is working on his dissertation 
toward an education 
administration degree through 
Indiana State University. He is 
currently the executive director 
of resource development at 

Ivy Tech Community College–
Northeast.

JeriSue Petrie (M.A. ’02) 
is the medical staff services 
information coordinator at 
Parkview Hospital in Fort Wayne.

Yulia Gordeyeva Mast (M.A. 
’00) earned a Ph.D. from the 
University of Memphis and now 
teaches at Otterbein College 
near Columbus, Ohio.
 
Jacqueline McNally (M.A. 
’99) earned a Ph.D. from Kent 
State University and now teaches 
at Northern Kentucky University.
 
Harry Tunnell (M.A. ’97) 
is a colonel in the U.S. Army 
and author of Choosing Words 
Carefully: Language to Help Fight 
Islamic Terrorism.

Continued on next page
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MATHEMATICS
Lisa Ferguson-Sells  
(B.S. ’96) obtained a job at 
Richmond High School where 
she taught for two years. She 
then encountered an opportunity 
that dramatically changed her 
career path. She had connected 
with another IPFW math 
alumna, Lisa (Harris) O’Brien, 
who was working at Eli Lilly in 
Indianapolis. O’Brian encouraged 
Ferguson-Sells to apply for a job 
at Lilly. She did apply, was hired, 
and has worked at Lilly since 
then as a pharmacokineticist. 
She analyzes data from various 
drug experiments and produces 
reports necessary to evaluate 
the results of these experiments. 
She finds it rewarding to be an 
important part of a process  
that has the potential to help 
many people.

Nate Parker (B.S. ’03) worked 
two summers for Analytical 
Services in Virginia, where 
he developed mathematical 
modeling tools and databases, 
one summer for Micro Data Base 
Systems in Lafayette, Ind., and 
one summer at ITT Industries 
in Fort Wayne to bolster his 
résumé. His experiences during 
his college years have paid 

off. In November 2004, he 
went to work for Verizon as a 
programmer/contractor. After six 
months he had the opportunity 
to apply for his current job. He 
now does capacity management 
and design for Verizon’s wireline 
telecommunications network.

David Ramthun (B.S. ’07) 
thought he wanted to be an 
actuary, so he did things at IPFW 
to better prepare himself for that 
career. In addition to earning a 
very high grade-point average, 
he applied for, and received, a 
summer internship at Lincoln 
Financial Group. He also passed 
two of the actuarial science 
exams before graduation. Lincoln 
was impressed enough that the 
company offered him a full-time 
job as an actuary. He is enjoying 
his work at Lincoln and continues 
to study for the next actuarial 
science exams. 

These alumni updates were provided 
by departments and individuals. If you 
have any news or personal updates 
you wish to share, please complete 
the form found on page 21, or e-mail 
your update to collegium@ipfw.edu. 
Please include your name, degree(s) 
received, and year of graduation with 
your message.

  Lisa Ferguson-Sells

 
Nate Parker

 
David Ramthun

In Memoriam: 
Will 
Robey
Life is precious and fleeting, 
and in the case of math 
alumnus Will Robey, it was all 
too brief. Will died on June 
28, 2008, at the age of 31. 
He received a Bachelor of 
Science degree from IPFW in 
2005, and a Master of Science 
in Applied Mathematics/
Operations Research in 2007. 
He had a very promising career 
at ITT and taught part-time for 
the math department since 
his graduation. Will was a 
bright and 
energetic 
student, 
and a 
committed 
teacher. 
He will be 
missed 
by all who 
knew him 
at IPFW.

From the Department of Mathematical 
Sciences' Newsletter

  Will Robey
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Please extend my personal touch
to the IPFW campus and Alumni Plaza!
q $500 Pacesetter gift to the IPFW Annual Fund to become an 

IPFW Alumni Pacesetter. This premier group receives special 
perks, invitations, etc.

q $250 mastodon footprint in Alumni Plaza patio. Includes up 
to three lines of copy.

q $100 fountain cobblestone surrounding the Connie and Dan 
Dickey Alumni Fountain.

q $50 Alumni Millennium Walk brick with your name and 

graduation year.

q One year membership in the IPFW/IU ($40) or IPFW/Purdue 
($50) Alumni Association. Members receive several benefits 
including IPFW Alumni Magazine and newsletters; invitations 
to the annual Mastodon Roast, Tapestry: A Day for Women, 
and the Palm Island Alumni and Friends Trip to Florida; 
Homecoming; legislative events; job placement assistance; 
and career networking opportunities.

Contact IPFW Alumni Relations to sign up for any of the above 
opportunities. 260-481-6807 or alumni@ipfw.edu

Services and Oppor t u n ities  for IPFW Alumni

Keep in touch! 
College of Arts and Sciences 

Alumni Contact Details

Name:____________________________________________

Previous Name (if used @ IPFW): ___________________________

Department: ____________ Degree: _________  Year: _______

Mailing Address: _____________________________________

________________________________________________

E-mail: ___________________________________________

Preferred Contact:     q E-mail     q Mail     q Either

Personal and Professional News: 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________
Return to:  Cathleen Carosella
  Director of Outreach and Alumni Publications
  College of Arts and Sciences, IPFW
  2101 E. Coliseum Blvd.
  Fort Wayne, IN  46805-1499

  Or e-mail: collegium@ipfw.edu
Extending the Personal Touch

ALUMNI
A S S O C I A T I O N

I N D I A N A  U N I V E R S I T Y – P U R D U E  U N I V E R S I T Y  F O R T  W A Y N E

If You Need Help With: 
• Writing a Résumé and Cover Letter
• Preparing for an Interview
• Searching for a Job
• Exploring New Careers
• Choosing a Major
• Looking for a Graduate School Program
        ...or any other career-related topic!

 

 

It makes cents...

Visit Career Services!
Career Services   •   Indiana University–Purdue University Fort Wayne

2101 E. Coliseum Blvd.   •   Kettler Hall, Room 109   •   Fort Wayne, IN 46805-1499
260-481-0689   •   www.ipfw.edu/career

Leave your mark 
on IPFW…It’s your 

Legacy!
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Finally, Frye credits Associate Director for Individual 

Support Services Jane Ehle (Center for Academic 

Support and Advancement) and Associate Professor 

Rick Ramsey (former chair of English and Linguistics), 

whose involvement and personal guidance led her 

to her current job as an academic advisor at IPFW. 

COAS alumni also shared how faculty helped them 

advance their academic and professional pursuits after 

graduation, with some teaching or expressing a desire 

to teach in their field to help future graduates.

Small class sizes, the friendly campus atmosphere, and 

learning that extended beyond the classroom also were 

benefits high on COAS graduates’ lists. According to 

Cool, who attended classes in the early 1970s, “that is 

what set IPFW apart from the larger main campuses 

in my mind—the small classes and the camaraderie.” 

Cool’s thoughts are shared by Yehl, a 1980s graduate: 

“The faculty were very accessible; several were active 

in politics in the community and provided great access 

to local politicians. This provided me with an excellent 

basis for a career in local government.”  A spring 2008 

graduate, Gearhart brings these thoughts to the current 

day, stating, “IPFW straddles the line between a big and 

a small university. Students have access to both Purdue 

and IU programs, but they get the advantage of getting 

to know their professors as if it were a small university.  

I did not expect to get both advantages.”

Socially, their time as COAS students created 

opportunities and benefits for these graduates, the 

effects of which remain to this day. Yehl mentioned life-

long friendships he established in the political science 

program, along with the solid career base he acquired. 

Darvish holds that if he hadn’t had the opportunity to 

study in Strasbourg on the IPFW exchange program, 

he probably would not be teaching in France before 

attending graduate school (probably somewhere in 

France). Besides finding her career at IPFW, attending 

IPFW gave academic advisor Frye a new home. She 

came to IPFW to get an English degree and the plan 

was to return to Poland when she finished, but that 

plan went awry when she met her future husband while 

working on campus.

Looking back on their experiences, this selection of 

graduates is often surprised by their views. Gearhart did 

not expect to enjoy his college experience as much as 

he did, saying that “IPFW gave me far more than I could 

have asked for, and I will always look back at it and 

my time there fondly.” Cool, like many graduates, has 

lost touch with his classmates and knows most of his 

professors have retired, but he credits the geosciences 

newsletter as an interesting way to learn what is going 

on in the department. Poulson’s overall impression of 

her time as a psychology major has “become more and 

more positive over time,” even fondly remembering the 

study spaces on campus and the excitement of having 

coffee available in the library. Frye says she can’t look 

back because she’s still moving forward at IPFW for the 

long term. And Yehl is like many graduates —he knows 

“IPFW has changed dramatically during the last 30 

years, but it was perfect for me.” t

Snapshots–continued from page 15

H. John 
Okeson 
H. John Okeson (B.A. ’86, 
political science) died April 
1.  He was born November 7, 
1964, in Fort Wayne. Okeson 
worked as an attorney for law 
firms in Fort Wayne and Indianapolis, as well as 
serving as clerk of the Indiana State Court and a top 
aide to Govenor Mitch Daniels. He also was on the 
board of directors of the Boys and Girls Club in Fort 
Wayne and coached girls in Upward Basketball.

Since receiving his degree in political science at 
IPFW, Okeson remained active in various IPFW 
initiatives and events. In 2000, Okeson received 
the Alumni Citation Award that recognizes 
“achievement, service, or contributions that reflects 
honor upon the university.” He was a contributor to 
IPFW’s Annual Fund, a member of IPFW Athletics’ 
Royal Dons club, and a participant in the IPFW 
Alumni and Friends Golf Outing.
(Information from IPFW Web resources and Fort Wayne Journal Gazette)

In Memoriam: 
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 IPFW College of Arts and Sciences 

Marc Lipman, Dean

David A. Legg,  Associate Dean

 Departments   Chairs

Anthropology    Alan Sandstrom

Audiology and Speech Sciences Lucille J. Hess

Biology    Bruce Kingsbury

Chemistry    Ron Friedman

Communication   Marcia Dixson

English and Linguistics  Hardin Aasand

Geosciences   Solomon Isiorho 

History    Bernd Fischer

International Language      
     and Culture Studies  Laurie L. Corbin

Mathematical Sciences  David A. Legg

Philosophy   Bernd Buldt

Physics    Mark Masters

Political Science   James M. Lutz

Psychology   Elaine Blakemore

Sociology    David A. Legg (Acting)

 Programs   Directors   

American Studies   Marc Lipman

Ethnic and Cultural Studies  Marc Lipman

Film Studies   Steve Carr

Gerontology   Penelope A. McLorg

International Studies   Suin Roberts

Journalism   Ann M. Colbert

Liberal Studies   Michael E. Kaufmann

Native American Studies  Lawrence A. Kuznar

Peace and Conflict Studies  Patrick J. Ashton

Women’s Studies   Elaine Blakemore (Interim)

 Centers of Excellence 

Archaeological Survey

Center for Reptile and Amphibian Conservation and Management

Decision Sciences and Theory Institute

Institute for Human Rights

Mike Downs Center for Indiana Politics

Three Rivers Language Center

about regional snakes and turtles, conservation, and related issues. 

A collection of papers from a 2005 conference in Fort Wayne 

sponsored by the Human Rights Institute, Guantanamo Bay and 

the Judicial-Moral Treatment of the Other , was recently published. 

To learn more about the courses, lectures, publications, and other 

offerings from the six COAS and other campus CoEs, visit   

www.ipfw.edu/ores/centers.

Recent building programs like the new John and Ruth Rhinehart Music 

Center have enabled many COAS departments to expand, with some 

moving buildings all together—so, if you want to see your former 

philosophy professor, don’t head to Neff Hall because the department 

is now in the basement of Classroom-Medical. And with new buildings 

such as the Medical Education Center opening its doors in spring 

2009, the growth and movement patterns will continue. 

So if you have not been to campus lately, come see the changes. If 

you have moved out of the region, send your department your new 

address so you can remain connected through newletters (and drop 

in next time you’re in town). Call your former department to find 

out about events and networking opportunities available to alumni. 

Participate in any of the alumni events sponsored and organized 

by the IPFW Alumni Association or individual departments. Attend 

an IPFW athletics event to watch the now NCAA Division I Dons in 

action. As you can see, the campus has grown, but all COAS alumni 

are encouraged to keep in touch and stay connected. t

Changes–continued from page 17

 Web site: www.ipfw.edu/as

Two recent additions to the IPFW Campus: the Medical Education Center   

(artist’s rendition above) and The John and Ruth Rhinehart Music Center (below).
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Classroom-Medical Building in autumn


