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On the cover
In 2004–05, IPFW proudly
celebrated 40 years of
academic excellence in
northeast Indiana. A birthday
bash kicked off the yearlong
celebration, where IPFW
unveiled its newest landmark,
an 11' x 18' bronze mastodon
donated by STAR Financial
Bank. It was designed to be
both aesthetically beautiful
and scientifically accurate.
The mastodon weighs 3,500
pounds, and each leg carries
875 pounds. In 1968, an
IPFW geology professor was
instrumental in excavating
a significant portion of a
mastondon’s skeleton near
Angola, Ind. The Student
Government Association
provided additional funding
to expand the excavation.
IPFW students selected the
mastodon as the campus
mascot in 1970.

Mastodon Advising Center (MAC)
Indiana University–Purdue University Fort Wayne
Kettler Hall, Room 109
2101 E. Coliseum Blvd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46805-1499
Phone: 260-481-6595
www.ipfw.edu/mac

A word from the chancellor
Dear parents
and family members:

Welcome to IPFW, northeast Indiana’s premier
center for educational excellence.
In 1966, IPFW celebrated its first Commencement Ceremony by awarding degrees
to 47 students. The graduates who participated in this trailblazing event were, like any
other IPFW graduates, proud to have fulfilled their goals, grateful to their mentors, and
eager to begin the next stage of their lives. But they are unique in that completion of
their IPFW degrees was not only life-changing for them but also marked a milestone for
the many who would follow in their footsteps.
Today, we know what those early graduates could not: that more than 45,000 other
alumni have realized their dreams at IPFW during the past 40 years. It’s because of
history-makers—like those 47 graduates—that IPFW has made such great strides.
We’ve become the leading educational institution of northeast Indiana, offering more
opportunities than any other university in the region. Consider this:
t In 1964, only about 3,000 students attended IPFW. Today, nearly 12,000 students are enrolled. Additionally, the
university has hosted students from all 50 states and more than 40 countries.
t We attract the best and brightest students, with more Allen County seniors in the top 10 percent of their
graduating class choosing IPFW than any other university in 2004.
t Just one four-year degree program was offered in 1965. Today, the university offers more than 200 degree and
certificate programs, and students can earn bachelor’s degrees, associate degrees, minors, and certificates, not
to mention master’s degrees and graduate-level certificates.
t Our athletics program started out in a high school gym. Today, we have our own athletics facility, 16 NCAA
Division I sports, and men’s basketball games in the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum.
t University life has become an important contributor to the region’s cultural growth, with more than 2,200 free
events on campus each year and nearly 100 growing and active student organizations.
t For most of our history, IPFW students have had to drive to class. Today, they can walk—from IPFW Student
Housing over the Willis Family Bridge.
t The IPFW campus has evolved from just one building—Kettler Hall—into a multi-campus community
with 20 buildings and landmarks.
t Scholarly research at IPFW has expanded significantly, with more than $5 million in grants and contracts
awarded in the past year to faculty and staff pursuing greater knowledge in their fields. The university is also
home to 13 Centers of Excellence, providing expertise and resources to the community.
Thanks to visionaries—students, faculty and staff, alumni and donors, and community partners—IPFW has
truly become a world-class institution. We’ve remained committed to excellence in academics and research, as
we’ve strived to enrich the lives of students and the community. That’s been our formula for success, and we plan to
continue using it well into the future.
I hope you enjoy your visit to IPFW and plan to visit our campus again soon.

Michael A. Wartell, Chancellor
Indiana University–Purdue University Fort Wayne
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Family relationships
How can families show
support for new college
students?

1
FAMILY
CHECKLIST
#1

For first-year students, college provides opportunities
for intellectual stimulation, career exploration and
development, greater independence, self-discovery, and
social involvement.
During this time, your student may pursue
new interests. He or she may also begin to
evaluate ideas and beliefs, and question or
challenge the values you hold dear. Often, the
changes experienced by first-year students
occur quickly as new relationships are made,
competence in new areas is
gained, and independence grows.
Every student will experience a

do their best, and support them when they seek
Learn how to contact those individuals
involved in the various aspects of your
student’s college experience. They may include
academic advisors, financial aid officers, and
Student Housing staff. If you have questions, or
if a particular problem arises, encourage your

unique set of challenges, just as

student to get in touch with the appropriate

family members will have different

person. If a family member decides to

expectations for and reactions to

make the contact, involve the student in a

their student’s college experience.

collaborative effort to address the problem.

Although your student
wants and needs to become

Beginning the first year of college involves
adjustments. Communication between you

more independent, your understanding and

and your college student can help make the

availability are vital to this process. Maintaining

adjustments easier. Whatever your student faces,

a supportive relationship with your student can

the communication you have with him or her

be critical to success in college, particularly
during the first year.
Be realistic and specific with your student
about financial issues, including what you will
and will not pay for, as well as your expectations
for how money will be spent. Support

We have shared
our college
stories and/or
expectations
with our student.
We are giving
our student the
opportunity
to experience
college in his or
her own way.

help, as needed.

will continue to be very important.
With your help, your student will learn how
to handle difficult decisions — one of the
most critical skills learned during the college
years. The safe environment you offer for your

your student’s best academic effort: a

student to practice this skill will give him or her

straight-A student in high school may not

confidence to negotiate challenges encountered

achieve perfect grades in college. Help

later in life — be they in family affairs,

students set academic goals, encourage them to

community relationships, or careers.

1

Academic advising
May families participate
in the advising and
registration process?

2
FAMILY
CHECKLIST
#2

Academic advising is one of the most important
services that IPFW offers.
Advising guides your student toward
degree completion and also helps him
or her become an educated person,
a lifelong learner, and a contributing
member to the workforce.
At IPFW, our mission is to stimulate
students’ growth as individuals and
prepare them to take their place as
responsible and productive leaders in
their communities. Academic advising
is a significant part of that process.
Advisors encourage students’ personal
development and connect them to college
resources. This connection happens
most effectively when students make their
needs, strengths, and interests known.
Instructors and advisors are the first
people students should seek out when
they have academic concerns. Students
can find the name of their advisor by
logging onto http://my.ipfw.edu.
Families are not encouraged to

attend advising sessions with their
student. When alone, a student
is more likely to share his or her
personal interests (rather than family
expectations) regarding classes and
majors. College is often one of the first
steps in becoming more independent,
and IPFW hopes to foster that in many
ways, including through individualized
advising.
Families are welcome to contact
advisors after the Student Orientation,
Advising, and Registration (SOAR)
program and any time during the
student’s time at IPFW, but advisors
will be limited in what they can share
because of federal law. Please refer to
the section of this guide that discusses
sharing grades with family members.
Communicating with your student is
always a great first step!

By the end
of SOAR,
our student
knows who his or
her advisor is
and how to
make contact.

2

More than 200 academic options
Will IPFW help students
decide on a major?

3
FAMILY
CHECKLIST
#3

Whether or not students have
declared their major, they have
access to free career counseling
in the Office of Career Services.

Some of the issues that can be
addressed as early as the first
semester include:
t exploring interests, skills,
and values
t choosing a major
t investigating careers and
connecting them to majors
t gaining skills and relevant
experience through internships,
jobs, work-study positions,
campus organizations, or
volunteer work
t researching occupations online,
in the career library, and through
job shadowing and information
interviews

Our student
understands the
importance of
exploring many
areas of interest
before making a
final decision on
a major.

If students have questions
regarding resources and where to
find specific information, they can
e-mail the office at career@ipfw.edu
to make an appointment. Please note,
however, that if questions refer to a

#4
In addition,
our student knows
that family will
be supportive
throughout the
major exploration
process and
that we will
offer advice and
encouragement
but will leave
the final decisions
up to our student.

specific situation, students may be
encouraged to make an appointment
for individualized career counseling in
order to best answer
the question.
Career Services is located in Kettler
Hall, Room 109.

3

Full-time status
What is considered “full-time
student enrollment” for
the semester?

4
FAMILY
CHECKLIST
#5

Any student needing to be considered full time must register
for a minimum of 12 credits per term.
For first-semester freshmen, 12–15
credits is a good place to start. Some
financial aid packages require students to
be at a minimum of 15 credits to receive
their full aid package. Also, for students
to complete a degree in four years, an
average of 15–16 credits per semester (not
including summer sessions) is needed.
Preparatory courses (MA 109 and MA
113) are not included in the four-year
plan and must be taken in addition to the
required total number of credits for each
major. Students must take these courses
prior to the college-level equivalents if their
placement test places them at preparatory
levels.
Some families need their student to
be enrolled full time for the purpose of
staying on family health insurance policies.
Consult your health insurance company
to see if full-time enrollment is required.
Many students choose to be less than full
time and sign up for the Purdue health
insurance. For additional information on
school health insurance, please refer to
other related details provided in this guide.
Students should not plan to
work more than 20 hours per week
when taking 12 or more credits per
semester. Refer to other related
sections of this guide for further
details on this topic.

We have
discussed with
our student
what is
considered
full-time status,
and our student
understands
any related issues
regarding being
a full-time
student versus
a part-time
student.

4

Class schedules

5

Is it possible to change
or withdraw from
classes?
Dropping or adding a class may be done via
http://my.ipfw.edu. During the 100-percent refund period,
drop/add changes will be processed with a full refund for
dropped classes.
To add a course after the first week,
students need to obtain permission
from their instructor and their
advisor. Permission is granted through
signatures on the drop/add card to be
turned in to the Registrar’s office.
To drop a course after the first week,
students must complete a drop/add
card or submit the change on
http://my.ipfw.edu. Students are
entitled to only the partial refund
specified in the refund schedule below.
The last day to drop a course is usually

at the end of the 10th week of classes.
Consult this semester’s Schedule of
Classes for exact dates.
If your student is receiving financial
aid (e.g., grants, loans), always have
him or her consult the Financial Aid
office when dropping a course after the
first week of the semester. Dropping
below full-time status may result in
insurance coverage changes. Contact
your insurance company for more
information.

Refund Amounts in Percentages
No. of weeks 100%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Fall and Spring
Days 1–7
Semesters

Days 8–14

Days 15–21

Days 22–28

Thereafter

More than 8

Days 1–7

Days 8–14

Days 15–21

Days 22–28

Thereafter

8

Days 1–3

Days 4–7

Days 8–10

Days 11–14

Thereafter

7

Days 1–3

Days 4–7

Days 8–10

Days 11–14

Thereafter

6

Days 1–3

Days 4–7

Days 8–10

Days 11–14

Thereafter

5

Days 1–3

N/A

Days 4–7

N/A

Thereafter

4

Days 1–3

N/A

Days 4–7

N/A

Thereafter

3

Days 1–3

N/A

Days 4–7

N/A

Thereafter

2

Days 1–2

N/A

Days 3–4

N/A

Thereafter

1

Day 1

N/A

Day 2

N/A

Thereafter

Less than 1

Day 1

N/A

N/A

N/A

Thereafter

IPFW
FACT
In 1968,
real mastodon
bones were
unearthed. The
foresight of the
Routsong brothers,
Lynn and Orcie Jr.,
brought the bones
to IPFW after they
contacted the
university to
examine the find.
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Skills for success
Should first-year students
take IDIS 110, the Freshman
Success class?

6

Freshman Success is a course designed to increase the success of
freshmen by assisting them with the skills necessary to reach their
education goals.
Topics in this course include
academic concerns (academic major
information, learning styles, study skills,
time management) and personal-social
concerns (interpersonal relationship skills,
communication skills, setting goals).
Almost every college student could
benefit from this course. IPFW advisors
encourage all new freshmen to consider
taking Freshman Success.

IPFW
FACT
IPFW has been
honored by such
publications as
Sports Illustrated for
having one of the
nation’s most
unique mascots.
The mastodon was
also recognized for
being “cool” in an
official opinion of
the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the 7th
Circuit in 2004.

6

Out-of-class work
How much studying
will be expected?

7

For every credit hour per semester, a student should expect to study
at least twice that amount per week, and preferably more.
For example, a student taking 12
credits should plan to spend a minimum
of 24 hours per week studying outside of
class, or more as needed.

IPFW
FACT
We now have more
than 200 academic
programs and nearly
12,000 full- and
part-time students.
Additionally, we
have more than
7,500 individuals
participating in
continuing education.

7

Academic support
What resources are available
for struggling students?

8

Your student’s instructor is the best source of help.
Students can talk with instructors before or after
class, visit them in their office, contact them via
e-mail, or leave a note in their office mailbox.
Many instructors include their office

recognize that some adjustments may

location, phone number, and e-mail

be necessary. Students may drop or

address on their course syllabus.

add courses without penalty through

This information is also available on

the first week of classes. After the first

http://my.ipfw.edu. Help is also

week, a grade of W is recorded for

available through the Center for

any dropped course. The exact dates

Academic Support and Advancement

of the drop/add period are published

(CASA) in Kettler Hall, Room G21.

by the Registrar’s office. Shorter

CASA provides free one-to-one

semester classes have different drop/

tutoring, supplemental instruction, and

add and withdraw dates; check with

individualized assistance with study

the Registrar’s office in Kettler Hall,
Room 107.

skills. The Writing Center in Kettler
Hall, Room G19, provides free one-toone assistance with writing. Tutoring in
mathematics is also available through
the Department of Mathematical
Sciences in Kettler Hall, Room 200.
While we encourage students
to choose classes with care, we

IPFW
FACT
More than 80 percent
of IPFW faculty have
earned the highest
degree in their field.

8

Grade distribution
Why are parents and
other family members
not informed of a
student’s grades?

9

In accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy
Act of 1974 (FERPA), IPFW has established guidelines regarding
access to and release of educational records. In short, FERPA
allows IPFW to release only directory information without the
consent or knowledge of the student.
Directory information includes the
following: name, address, telephone
number, e-mail address, class standing,
school or division, major field of
study, dates of attendance, current
enrollment status, degrees and awards,
recognized student activities, sports,
and information related to participation
on athletic teams. Families need to be
aware that even their student’s directory
information is not available to them
if the student has requested it not be

available to the student at the end of the
semester online at http://my.ipfw.edu.
The same information regarding
disclosure of information also applies to
counseling and health services provided
to the student. The only exception
to this policy is when the student
signs a written waiver for the release
of information or when there is an
emergency situation wherein the student
poses a threat to self or others.
Source: Family Policy Compliance
Office of the U.S. Department of
Education

disclosed. Other information about
the student, such as class schedules,
grades, and student account balance is
NOT available to families.
IPFW expects that students will
discuss their academic progress with

IPFW
FACT

their families. Once a student turns 18,
information from the student’s record
cannot be shared with others, including

Our students
enjoyed more than
2,200 campus events
during the last
academic year. We
now have nearly 100
student organizations
on campus.

parents. Families are encouraged to
consult with their student regarding
courses and grades. Grades are

9

Learning communities
What is the
First Year Experience
(FYE)?

10
FAMILY
CHECKLIST
#6

IPFW wants your student to succeed from the start, and
that’s why we’ve created the First Year Experience (FYE).
FYE makes it easier for students to find their way around,
make friends, and succeed academically.
Students will connect with other
students, faculty, and staff through
exceptional academic programs and
an exciting campus life. A powerful way
to experience FYE is through Learning
Communities. Learning Communities
consist of groups of students in linked
or paired courses. Communities foster
a deeper understanding, integrate
different classes with each other, and
contain a social element that links
classroom experiences with fun and
rewarding activities both on and off

We have discussed
with our student
the FYE program
and encouraged
our student
to consider
the benefits of
participating.
The choice to
participate in this
program will be
our student’s.

campus. Each connection students
make through FYE supports their
success because FYE is about students
and for students. FYE is a wonderful
opportunity, and we hope all new
students will consider registering for
an FYE Learning Community. Have your
student speak with an academic advisor
for details on how to register for these
courses.

10

Well-rounded students
What are General Education
courses, and why are
they important?

11

New students entering IPFW are required to complete IPFW’s General Education
requirements as part of their degree program.
The overall purpose of General
Education is to broaden students’
education through courses outside
their major. Some General Education
courses will stretch the mind nearly to
its limits. Some will let students express
their creative side or explore previously
unknown disciplines. Computer literacy
skills are taught and required in certain
General Education courses as well.
Depending on their interests, students
should find General Education courses
quite enjoyable.
On a more practical note, General
Education is important for success
in every academic subject and in all
professions. Students will acquire:
t strong foundation skills in
reading/writing, listening/
speaking, and quantitative
reasoning
t critical thinking skills to enable
them to make good decisions and
solve problems
t familiarity with cultures and
traditions very different from
their own
t an introduction to areas of interest
and possible majors

Employers from all fields tell us that

IPFW
FACT

these acquired skills are qualities they
look for in their employees.
If a student plans to earn a bachelor’s
degree, the minimum General
Education requirement is 33 credits.
For an associate degree, it is 12 credits.
Depending on the student’s career
goals, courses outside the major may
be required as well. Courses approved
for General Education credit are listed
in the Schedule of Classes, in the IPFW
Bulletin, and on the IPFW Web site.

We have seven men’s
and nine women’s
sports that are
NCAA Division I. All of
our men’s basketball
and some of our
women’s basketball
games are played
at the Memorial
Coliseum. We also
offer 16 different
intramural sports.
More than
1,000 students
participate in these
popular activities.
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Employment
Is it advisable for
students to be employed
while taking classes?

12

Students are welcome to have a job while taking
courses at IPFW. However, academic professionals
nationwide suggest that students do not work more
than 20 hours per week if carrying 12 or more credits.
For those students working full
time (40–45 hours per week),
typically two courses per semester
are recommended. This schedule
usually gives students the appropriate
amount of time (in their schedule) for
studying. Adjustment as needed is also
recommended, as not every student will
need the same weekly schedule.

IPFW
FACT
IPFW opened an
academic center
in Warsaw, Ind., in
2003. Educational
satellite centers
are planned for
Wabash and Bluffton
to supplement the
current Auburn,
Decatur, Huntington,
and Kendallville
locations.
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Student retention and pace
Should students
expect to graduate
in four years?

13

A bachelor’s degree program isn’t necessarily a four-year plan of study. For
some students who enroll full time (12+ credits per semester), it could take
five or six years to complete a degree.
It is possible for a student to graduate with
a bachelor’s degree in four years, but many
students choose to go through their program
at a slower pace. All bachelor’s programs
require a minimum of 124 credits. To
complete this number of credits in four years,
students will need to complete 15–16 credits
per semester.
Also, students may test into preparatory
math courses. These include MA 109 and
MA 113. These courses will not count toward
graduation for any IPFW program. Some
programs, such as engineering, require that
students begin their math courses at the
calculus level. In this instance, any necessary
math courses below that level will not count
toward the required number of credits for
graduation. Students are allowed one re-test
of their placement levels, but then they must
start with the second round of placements
scores, better or worse.
In addition, many students choose to take
fewer classes per semester and extend their
time in college for other reasons, such as parttime jobs, family responsibilities, and financial
obligations. Students working full time should
not expect to take more than 6 credits each
semester (usually two classes). Students
working 20 hours or less per week should
not plan to take more than 12–15 credits per
semester (usually four-five classes), especially
in the first year.

Many students change their intended major
during their college years, which is typical.
In fact, a majority of students change their
major three to five times before graduation.
We encourage students to explore many
majors and areas of interest, which will help
them to determine the best major for them.
This exploration may also contribute to
extended time needed to complete degree
requirements. Especially encourage your
student to seek assistance from an academic
advisor when selecting courses to meet
requirements when contemplating more than
one major or interest area.
To decrease time to graduation, many
students plan to take summer courses.
Summer courses are typically six weeks long
and run three days per week, two-and-a-half
hours per day. Summer courses are very
demanding; care should be taken when
considering which courses to take in the
summer sessions.
Whatever your student’s college timeframe
might be, IPFW is committed to providing
him or her with an outstanding educational
experience. Enhancements to your student’s
education — such as extracurricular activities,
national and international exchanges, and
internships — may extend the time to degree
beyond four years, but with careful planning,
these valuable experiences can often be
incorporated into a four-year timeframe.

IPFW
FACT
The Northeast Indiana
Innovation Center,
known as NIIC, sits
adjacent to IPFW and
provides a working
laboratory for
entrepreneurship
and business.
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Career assistance
Will IPFW assist students
in finding employment?

14
FAMILY
CHECKLIST
#7

Yes. Our experience suggests that the most successful graduate—with further
education, service opportunities, or careers—is one who has been the most
involved in, and thoughtful about planning, major and career possibilities.

This process is simplified when
students meet with an academic
advisor and career counselor
throughout their college career rather
than waiting until graduation.
When ready to start a job search (six
months to one year prior to graduation
is ideal), students are encouraged
to seek the assistance of a career
counselor regarding writing a résumé

We have
encouraged our
student to meet
with a career
counselor early
and often during
his or her college
career, especially
in preparation for
a post-graduation
job search.

and cover letter, conducting mock
interviews, and defining an appropriate
job-search strategy. Specifically, IPFW
encourages students and alumni to
sign up for JobZone and upload their
résumé. JobZone is available as a free
Web-based system for IPFW students
and alumni to view, research, and
apply for posted job opportunities and
internships. The system also allows us
to inform students of upcoming IPFW
career fairs, campus interviews, and
dining etiquette and networking events.

14

Real-world experience
What are internships,
and why are they
important?

15

Internships are guided work experiences that
augment students’ academic training and provide
exposure to a career. Internships can be highly
competitive and are usually undertaken in the junior
or senior year. They can assist students in making
an important connection that may lead to future
employment.
Internships can be a part- or fulltime work experience that is directly
related to their intended field of study,
career goal, or both. Internships may
be paid or unpaid; in some instances,
students may receive academic credit.
If students would like to receive
academic credit, their internship
opportunity should be approved by their
academic department. A departmental
faculty member will then supervise
the internship experience and related
academic requirements.
Internships can be arranged for any
time during the year. Planning for an
internship can begin as early as the first
year of college. Most academic majors
at IPFW either encourage or require
internships as part of their degree
program. Internship information may
be obtained through JobZone, a free
Web-based database of work-study,
internship, and part- and full-time
employment opportunities, or through
www.indianaintern.net, both available

through Career Services (Kettler Hall,
Room 109). Additional information
can be found in a student’s major
department.
Another option at IPFW is to
undertake a co-op experience. Co-op
is short for Cooperative Education, a
nationally recognized academic training
program that involves partnerships
between students, employers, and IPFW.
This academic enhancement program
gives students the opportunity to explore
how classroom theory relates to actual
employment opportunities, while they
remain an IPFW student. Students
receive a competitive wage and may

IPFW
FACT

earn academic credit while working two
or more semesters with an employer
from northeast Indiana or another state.
The Office of Academic Internships,
Cooperative Education, and Service
Learning (OACS) is located in Neff Hall,
Room 337.

Construction has
begun on a new
medical education
building. This facility
will be home to the IU
School of Medicine–
Fort Wayne,
with hopes of
growing the program
into a four-year
medical program.

15

Health insurance
Is health insurance
available for
students?

16

All IPFW students who are currently
enrolled in 6 or more credit hours may
purchase health insurance sponsored by
Purdue University.
Information and applications
are available in the Office of the
Dean of Students, which is located
in Walb Student Union, Room 111.
Call 260-481-6601 for further
information.

IPFW
FACT
A planned Student
Services Complex
will change the
profile of our campus.
This expansion will
connect Helmke
Library, Walb Student
Union, Gates Sports
Center, and a
parking garage.

16

Fees
What are the options
for paying tuition?

17

Once your student is registered for classes, an e-bill will be sent to his or
her IPFW e-mail address that reflects IPFW’s unified fee system. Students
are assessed different per-credit hour rates based on their total number of
credits for the semester and state residency (Indiana or other).
There are several methods students can use
to pay their fees. Students may pay in full or set
up a payment plan. The Bursar’s office (Kettler
Hall, Room G57) strongly recommends that
students use either the mail or phone method
to pay. There are very long lines the last two
days prior to fee payment deadlines, and the
wait time can be in excess of one hour. The
following options are available for paying
tuition bills:
1. Pay Online (Checks and Credit
Cards). Students can now pay directly from
their checking or savings account through
http://my.ipfw.edu. Students can also use
VISA, MasterCard, or Discover cards.
2. Pay by Mail. Students can mail
payment to: IPFW Office of the Bursar, 2101 E.
Coliseum Blvd., Fort Wayne IN 46805-1499.
Note the student’s ID number (shown as the
account number on the bill) in the memo
area of the check. Please allow adequate
mailing time so the payment reaches us by the
payment deadline.
3. Pay by Phone. If paying by VISA,
MasterCard, or Discover, students may pay a
bill by phone. Call 260-481-6099 and follow
the voice prompts. Please don’t wait until the
payment deadline to call, as we expect the
phone lines to be very busy that day.
Once the information has been entered, our
national credit card processor is called by the
system to authorize the payment. Students will

receive confirmation that the payment has been
accepted. If you experience problems, please
call the Bursar’s office (260-481-6824) during
normal business hours. The account is updated
immediately. Through http://my.ipfw.edu,
students can screen-print a copy of the account
summary page as a receipt.
4. Night Drop Box. A night drop box is
located next to bursar window #7. Students
may drop off their payment in this box, but
it must be received by close-of-business on
the payment deadline date. Be sure to put the
payment and stub in a sealed envelope before
depositing.
5. Stand in Line. Students may pay in
person at the Bursar’s office, but the lines will
be long on the days approaching the payment
deadline. Students will save time by using one
of the above options or by paying prior to the
last day.
Remember to pay by the deadline that is
printed on the tuition bill. Failure to meet the
payment deadline will result in late fees and
may also result in cancellation of classes.
Please remember that students are responsible
for payment of fees unless they withdraw from
classes during the published refund period.
Stopping class attendance does not constitute
a withdrawal from classes; students must drop
each course on http://my.ipfw.edu or process
a drop/add card through the Registrar’s office,
Kettler Hall, Room 107.

IPFW
FACT
During summer 2008,
the campus will
become even more
inviting, as we will
have a ribbon-cutting
for the Holiday Inn
at IPFW and the
Coliseum.
This venture will
greet university
visitors and provide
on-the-job experience
for IPFW students
in hospitality
management
programs. There
are future plans
for a park with
walking trails and an
“enabling” garden
with raised planting
beds, so the flora will
be more accessible
to people with
disabilities.
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Financial aid
Where can information be
found on loans, grants, and
scholarships?

19
FAMILY
CHECKLIST
#8

If you are concerned about how to finance your
student’s education, the Financial Aid staff is
available to assist you. The IPFW Office of Financial
Aid uses grants and scholarships, loans, and
part-time campus employment, either singly or in
combination, as the means to provide financial aid.
There is also an emergency shortterm loan program to help students
with unforeseen expenses. There are
numerous resources in the Financial Aid
office that provide detailed information
on the available aid programs, application
processes, eligibility requirements, and
student responsibilities.
Remember to have your student apply
for federal and state aid each year by
providing financial information to the

We have discussed
with our
student where
the funding for
college will come
from, including
expectations
regarding what
share the student
will need to
contribute.

U.S. Department of Education on the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA).
Each January, the new FAFSA forms
are available for the following academic
year, which usually starts at IPFW in the
last week of August. For state aid funding
eligibility, students should complete the
FAFSA each year by March 1, in order
to meet the March 10 deadline date
established by the State Student Assistance
Commission for Indiana (SSACI).
Consult the following Web site for
details: www.ipfw.edu/financial/
finaid/process.
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Students with disabilities
Is assistance available
for students
with disabilities?

20

Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD)
coordinates IPFW’s programming for people
with disabilities, as required by Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990.
The office provides free and
appropriate academic aids and
services including the use of
accessible microcomputers and
assistive equipment, reader and
sign interpreter services, special test
proctoring services, academic support
and counseling assistance specific to
disability issues, and more. SSD also
serves the campus community as an
advocate/consultant resource on all
disability-related issues.
IPFW does not provide personal

attendant care or transportation
services. Students must be able to attend
to their personal care and needs or
must arrange independently for such
services, if needed. Although a personal
escort from Police and Safety may be
provided during times of inclement
weather, students are responsible for
their transportation to and from campus
and between classes and other facilities.
The SSD office is located in the Walb
Student Union, Room 113, and can be
reached at 260-481-6657.

IPFW
FACT
IPFW alumni are
found in all 50 states
and more than 40
countries. As an
IPFW alumnus,
your student will be
among more than
45,000 graduates
who carry the liberal
arts tradition of
IU or the technical
excellence of Purdue
around the world.
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Registration
When is registration open
for the following
semester?
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Spring semester registration usually begins
in October while summer and fall semester
registration usually begins in March.
IPFW encourages students
to meet with their academic
advisor one to two weeks prior to
registration. The current course
schedule is always available via
http://my.ipfw.edu. Printed
schedules are also available across
campus. Students can find their
registration date by going to the
Registrar’s We site: www.ipfw.edu/
registrar/registration/priority.
shtml.

IPFW
FACT
In 1970,
IPFW voted
for an official
school mascot.
Despite many
choices— such as
Pioneers, Beavers,
Frontiersmen,
Mustangs, and
Turtles —Mastodons
was the winner.
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GOALS OF LEARNING

k now
value
t hink
apply

A depth of knowledge in your field and a breadth across multiple areas

Personal integrity and ethical action

Resourceful critical thinking and problem-solving

Life-long application of knowledge using appropriate technologies

communicate
l ead

Effective communication skills with multiple medias

Citizenship and leadership in diverse communities

This is your Baccalaureate Framework
I N D I A N A

U N I V E R S I T Y – P U R D U E

U N I V E R S I T Y

F O R T
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Resources

Resources used in creating
FAMILY FAQ: An academic advising guide for families of new students
Connections: A Handbook for
Families of Hope Students, Hope
College
CLA Parent Web site, University of
Minnesota
Destination Converse, Parent
Orientation Guide, Converse
University, 2005
A Family Guide to Academic Advising,
National Academic Advising
Association and the National
Resource Center for The First Year
Experience® and Students in
Transition
IPFW Web site
Parent’s Guide, 2004–2008, Illinois
State University
Parent Handbook, Biola University
Parents Handbook, California State
University, Chico
Parent Handbook 2005–06,
Northwestern University
University Counseling Center Web site,
The George Washington University
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