
Implementation and Improvement of ESL Service Learning 

I have started this semester to implement a service-learning component in a course I teach 

regularly (LING L321/P511 “TESOL Methods and Materials I”) so that English language tutorial 

experience becomes one of the requirements of the course, for which students complete a 

minimum of ten hours of tutoring in the community one-on-one with learners of English.   

The addition of a service-learning component will strengthen our curriculum with regard 

to students’ field experience so that early on in the program, students obtain first-hand 

experience working with English language learners.  It will allow our students to gain further 

understanding of the course content through applying knowledge learned in the course to 

practice, as such interaction allows for more individualized, tailored instruction in a less 

intimidating context for new teachers. One of the learning objectives of this course is to 

“develop an awareness of various linguistic, sociolinguistic and cultural factors that may impact 

language learning and become sensitive to learners’ linguistic and cultural needs.” Our students 

will become better prepared as teachers of linguistically and culturally diversified learners 

through such interactions.  In addition, such opportunities will promote students’ civic 

responsibilities and commitment to reaching out in our local community.   

The proposed service learning component addresses a pressing need in the community 

with the drastic in the number of English language learners in Fort Wayne schools as well as the 

number of immigrants and refugees living in the community. There is also a shortage of 

instructors and individuals with training in this field.  The service learning component addresses 

such a shortage, benefits the community and our students in their professional preparation.  

Community partners are IPFW’s New Immigrant Literacy Program and Fort Wayne Literacy 

Alliance. 



 However, as this is a new component and new experience for us, I need to review and 

refine (or modify, if needed) the course component based on students’ completed assignments 

with regard to their service learning experience (to be submitted) as well as responses to be 

sought from our community partners.  At the end of the semester, I intend to contact our 

community partners with regard to their views of our collaboration on service learning in 

addition to input from our students so that the service learning component could be modified 

and made stronger for the next fall when I teach this course again.   


