Spring 2021 News Brief
A MESSAGE FROM DEAN ZOGHI
Dear Members of the ETCS Community:
I hope this newsletter finds you and your loved
ones well. As we near the end of the spring
semester and another academic year, I want to
express my sincere gratitude to all of you for your
courage and commitment throughout these
unprecedented times. It has been more than a
year since the entire campus community joined in
solidarity to respond to the global COVID-19
pandemic by making immediate and substantial
adjustments to nearly all aspects of academic and
campus life. As a result of these efforts, ETCS
students, faculty, and staff continued to live, study
and work in a safe environment that protected
their health and well-being, with the least possible
disruptions, so that they could fulfill their academic goals and professional
obligations. It is expected that the ongoing widespread vaccination will enable
the campus community to return for in-person instruction this fall as
Chancellor Elsenbaumer recently announced. In the meanwhile, both summer
sessions will continue to offer a full slate of in-person, online, and hybrid
instruction.
On behalf of the ETCS family, I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge
the generosity of numerous donors for their gifts during the VIP period and on
the Day of Giving. Their donations will make a difference for our students and
the entire college for years to come.
Stay Safe, Be Healthy!
Manoochehr Zoghi
Dean

ETCS Students: Making their Mark
Recognizing Excellence:
2020-2021 ETCS Exemplars and Top 50 Students

Kristina Bond, MS in
Engineering
Top 50 Student

Jacob Bushur, BS in
Computer Engineering
Top 50 Student

Trang Dao, BS in
Information Technology
Exemplar

Ashik Devakumar,
MS in Engineering
Top 50 Student

Lubaba Tasneem Lamia,
BS in Electrical
Engineering
Top 50 Student

Kale Mechhofer,
BS in Computer Science
Top 50 Student

Helen O'Shaughnessey,
BS in Electrical
Engineering
Top 50 Student

James Platzer, MS in
Organizational
Leadership
Top 50 Student

Hailie Rivera,
MS in Organizational Leadership
Top 50 Student

Arul Verman
Rajasekaran, MS in
Computer Science
Top 50 Student

Pelegrin Vargas,
MS in Organizational Leadership
Top 50 Student

John Spear, Organizational Leadership was recognized as an Exemplar Student.
Lisa Rennecker, Organizational Leadership was recognized among the Top 50
students.

Make Your Mark
today!

ETCS Computer Science Students
Competed in National Cyber League
A CS student team participated in the National
Cyber League (NCL) in Fall 2020. The NCL is a
performance-based, learning-centered
collegiate cybersecurity competition. The PFW
Gold Team placed 43rd out of 957 teams.
cyberskyline.com
Team Members: Robert Nicola, Vinamra Munot,
Griffin Knipscheer, Jimmy Nguyen, Alyssa
Sherman, Joseph Taylor, and Kevin Daily

ETCS Faculty in the News!
Business Weekly's 40 under 40
Class of 2021:

ETCS Graduate and Faculty
Honored
Congratulations to our ETCS Graduate and
faculty for being recognized among this year's
class of 40 under 40!
Full Article

Wade Owen,
Computer Science
Graduate

Nabila Safdar,
Lecturer of Computer
Science
Becca Essig,
Assistant Professor of
Engineering

ETCS Excellence Awards Recipients:
2021-2021
Excellence in Service Award

Excellence in Research Award

Kimberly O'Connor,
Organizational Leadership

Tu Nguyen,
Computer Science

Specially for her work for the
many committees that she has
served, including the Future Girls
of STEM camps in 2019 and
2021, receipt of grants to fund
the program, and journal article
in 2020 describing the program.

Specifically for his excellence in
publications and submission of
grants proposals, close to $1
million.

Outstanding Staff Award Recipients

Danielle Zimmerman,
Administrative Assistant,

Jennifer Pilkington,
Business Manager for the

Electrical and Computer
Engineering

College of ETCS

Danielle provides exemplary
service to our students, alumni
and faculty. Her high-quality
work is second to none. She
makes outstanding contributions
and goes the extra mile not only
for ECE, but for other
departments in the ETCS college
as well. Her time management,
leadership and communication
skills make things run smoothly.

Jennifer is an outstanding
business manager. She is a can
do and can help person. She
goes the extra mile to resolve
difficult challenges here at PFW,
and PWL. She guides staff and
faculty through difficult
processes and mentors’ new
staff. She always goes above and
beyond and is a leader. She
models the way and encourages
others.

ETCS Faculty & Staff: Making their Mark
A Fond Farewell to Carol Dostal,
ETCS Outreach Director
It is bittersweet to share that Carol Dostal will
be retiring from her role as Director of
Outreach this summer. She has devoted 18
years to the development and expansion of
our Outreach programs. Her influence has
helped to engage elementary, middle, and
high school-aged children in the pursuit of
STEM education and activities. Not to mention
her outstanding success with securing
community partners and funding necessary to
sustain existing programs and create new
ones.
Her contributions to Purdue Fort Wayne, the College of ETCS, and the
community will be longstanding.
We hope to honor her legacy as the department moves forward in the
future. Thank you for your service, Carol!

2021 COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING,
TECHNOLOGY,
AND COMPUTER SCIENCE OUTREACH
SUMMER STEM EXPLORATIONS
Engineering Robotics
Exploration: Swarm

Engineering Robotics
Exploration: Vision

Bots!

Dates: June 14 -June 18
Age: 8th -12th grade

Click here to learn more!

Industrial Technology
Exploration: MTE Experts
(Machining Tools In
Engineering)

Offered by: The School of Polytechnic
and Mechanical Engineering
Technicians, sponsored by HAAS
Dates: June 21-25
Age: 9th - 12th grade

Click here for more information

Bots

Dates: June 21 -June 25
Age: 8th -12th grade

Click here to learn more!

Computer Science
Exploration: ACT:
Adventures in Computing
for Teens

Offered by: Department of Computer
Science
Dates: July 12-16
Age: 8th - 12th grade

Click here for more information

Scholarships are available! Visit our
website

ELEMENTARY CAMP

Future Girls of STEM - At Home!!
(This Elementary Camp in Partnership with the Girl Scouts)
Dates: June 7 - 26
Age: 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th grade
*(Note: scholarship application does not apply to this camp)

Visit our website for more information about our summer
exploration camps!

ETCS Community Engagement & Partnerships
Recent Internship Events: Featuring ETCS Alumni and General
Motors
A strategic priority for ETCS has
been focused on increasing the
number of students who
participate in an internship or coop experience. Two recent events
were held to highlight the
importance of these experiences.
On April 15th , students gathered
and streamed in via Zoom to hear
ETCS alumni share how internships
and co-ops accelerated. Panelists
included:

Scott Forsythe - Software Engineering Associate at Lockheed Martin
Missiles and Fire Control (B.S. Computer Engineering Technology ’20 and
A.S. in Electrical Engineering Technology ’18); Interned at NASA and
Lockheed Martin
Bethany Carlson Eberle – Human Resources Manager, ObiCai - owners of
Proximo, Hoppy Gnome, and BakerStreet (B.S., Organizational
Leadership ’19); Interned with Therma-tru
Nathan Worman- Global Facilities Electrical Engineer, General Motors
(B.S., Mechanical Engineering ’19); Co-op at General Motors for 2
rotations
These alumni highlighted how the skills and training they received in these
experiences accelerated their career growth and helped them make better
decisions about job choice at graduation. They also emphasized the
importance of learning how coursework is applied in the real world along with
the various career paths that would be available. Each panelist encouraged
students to make an internship or co-op part of their academic journey.
On April 23rd, a team from General Motors hosted an event that focused on
internship and co-op opportunities available at their company. Over twenty
students gathered to hear about the process and timeline for applying for
these coveted positions. Students were provided with tips and advice for
standing out amongst the hundreds of resumes GM receives for each opening.
The Career Development Center was also in attendance and provided
information about the support they provide including resume services and
interview practice and coaching.

2021 PFW Day of Giving: Make Your Mark
Today, April 28th, Purdue
University Fort Wayne (PFW)
is hosting its annual 24-hour
online Day of Giving. We
would like to invite you to
Make Your Mark and join us in
supporting the students and
programs of the College of
Engineering, Technology, and
Computer Science.
You have the power to change
a Mastodon’s life. Today will
be your chance to give the gift
of opportunity, a gift of hope,
and a gift of a better future.
Every step our Mastodons take is filled with determination and spirit –
and with your support, they’ll go further than ever imagined. Your
donation will help students as they become the next generation of highly
educated and workplace-ready employees and business leaders. With
85% of our graduates remaining in northeast Indiana, your donation will
fuel our economy.
Our Mastodons are dreamers who become doers. They’re innovators

and thinkers sharing ideas and creating solutions to tackle real-world
challenges.

Click here to Make Your Mark
Today!

Our mailing address is:
Purdue University Fort Wayne
2101 E. Coliseum Blvd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46805-1499

Purdue Fort Wayne is an Equal
Opportunity/Equal Access University.

// CONNECT WITH US //







