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INTRODUCTION 

This handbook is intended for students, alumni, and community members interested 

in pursuing quality legal education. It covers the most common questions and 

concerns about law school, but no handbook can include specific details for every 

situation. Applicants serious about law school should consider this handbook as only 

one of the many resources to use when exploring a legal career and should consult 

the links within this document, as well as the supplemental reading list found at its 

end. Regardless of where a prospective law student currently stands in the process 

― deciding to apply, preparing for admission, or heading off to law school ― there 

is much information here to help them reach their goals.  

Several references will be made throughout this handbook to the Law School 

Admission School Council (LSAC) website at www.LSAC.org. It is an invaluable 

resource for prospective law students with questions regarding law school, including 

searching for the right law school, fields of law, and LSAT testing dates. This 

website also plays a fundamental role in law school applications. 

Please read this handbook and then feel free to schedule an appointment with me, 

Georgia Wralstad Ulmschneider, at ulmschng@pfw.edu. 

  

http://www.lsac.org/
mailto:ulmschng@pfw.edu
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THE DECISION TO GO TO LAW SCHOOL 

Law-Related Careers: 

Going to law school is a major decision that should not be taken lightly. Those 

interested in it should keep in mind that law school is not the only path into a law-

related career. Legal consultants, paralegals, litigation support professionals, 

compliance officers, and many other professionals use legal knowledge and skills 

throughout the workweek without having to enter law school.  

Some enter law school with the intention of pursuing law-related careers in 

communications, politics, or business that do not involve practicing law. These 

careers can include chief operations officers, project managers, content writers, and 

consultants. Banks, healthcare providers, labor unions, accounting firms, 

governmental organizations, special interest groups, and other organizations may 

have nonlegal careers where a JD and a close understanding of the law would be 

useful. Prospective law students interested in these careers, should keep in mind that 

they may need specialized training beyond law school. They should also consider 

dual-degree programs, which combine JD and Masters education, and factor in the 

time and financial costs related to law school.  

If the ultimate goal is to practice law, then going to law school and passing the bar 

exam is the only way to become a lawyer. Life as a practicing lawyer is varied, taking 

place in courtrooms, board rooms, and press rooms. Please consult the fields of law 

section towards the end of this document to learn more about practicing law. 

 

Example of a Law Student: 

As with other major life decisions, the law school question should first be 

approached introspectively. Applicants should ask themselves if their particular 

talents, traits, and characteristics complement law school and being a lawyer. While 

each field of legal practice has its particular demands, generally speaking, all lawyers 

must above all be able to read and think critically. The Official Guide to ABA-

Approved Law Schools indicates seven basic legal skills required by every type of 

lawyer: reading and listening, analyzing, synthesizing material, advocating, 
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counseling, writing and speaking, and negotiating.1 The best law students encompass 

these seven. 

In law, distinctly “right” and “wrong” arguments are the exception (issues are often 

in the gray), but a good lawyer understands that in their field, “good” arguments and 

“bad” arguments do exist.  

This in mind, a good lawyer is also a good reader and researcher. They are able to 

filter important information out of large amounts of material and communicate their 

ideas effectively in both written and spoken English. They can identify all sides of 

an issue and recognize underlying ideas. The long hours demanded by both the 

training and profession itself mean that they are tenacious, and their dynamism with 

the tasks at hand means that not only are they good at solving problems, they enjoy 

it too! 

If a potential law student finds that the characteristics of a good lawyer do not align 

with their own, then they may want to consider their options ― law school and 

lawyering are demanding endeavors not suited for everyone. But if they find these 

characteristics do match their own, then a career in law may be a right choice, and it 

may be prudent to further develop these skills both within and outside the classroom. 

Applicants serious about law school should also consider speaking with and 

shadowing lawyers, interning at law firms, and sitting in on trials to get a wider 

understanding of the field. 

Wherever applicants find themselves, Career Services at Purdue University Fort 

Wayne offers two tests to identify a person’s characteristics and interests and suggest 

relevant careers accordingly. These are the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI) 

and the Strong Interest Inventory. Even those already committed to law school may 

discover that there are other careers just as attractive to them.  

 

  

                                                             
1 ABA-LSAC Official Guide to ABA-Approved Law Schools, 2013 ed. (Law School Admissions Council, 2012), 1. 

https://www.pfw.edu/offices/testing/career/
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The JD, LLM, and SJD: 

The Juris Doctor (JD) is a degree required to practice law in the United States and is 

often considered a first degree in law. Programs are usually three years long and full-

time, and graduates with JDs from ABA-approved law schools are permitted sit for 

the bar exam, which is required in order to practice law. 

The Master of Laws (LLM) is an advanced degree of law that requires its applicants 

to already hold a JD. LLM programs are usually one year, full-time and allow 

lawyers to specialize further in a field of the law. LLMs are usually more theoretical 

than JDs, and students are usually required to write a thesis. 

The Doctor of Juridical Science (SJD) is an even more advanced degree of law, often 

pursued by aspiring legal academics who have chosen a particular aspect of the law 

they wish to study in further detail over a three-year full-time program. SJD 

candidates often already have an LLM and would work closely with the faculty of 

their hosting law school. 

 

Dual-Degree (Joint Degree or MA/JD) Programs: 

Many universities allow students to obtain a JD and another graduate degree 

simultaneously through a dual degree, joint degree, or MA/JD program, allowing 

students to specialize in a field. In-house counsels, for example, are lawyers whose 

sole client is a corporation. By providing education on business management goals 

and objectives alongside legal training, a dual MBA/JD could be particularly helpful 

for law students aspiring for this career. 

These programs can also open careers where the law student would have to work 

close to the law but not be a practicing lawyer. A JD paired with an MA in 

journalism, as one example, can give prospective journalists a crucial background in 

how the legal system works in the United States. 

Keep in mind that these programs increase one’s workload and take at least one 

additional year to complete. Students would often complete the first year of one of 

the programs, followed by the first year of the other program, before combining their 

programs into one schedule. 

https://www.lawyeredu.org/what-is-a-juris-doctorate-degree.html
https://www.lsac.org/jd/thinking-about-law-school/admission-to-bar
https://www.lsac.org/llm/degree/key-facts
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/should_aspiring_law_profs_go_for_a_jsd_degree/
https://www.kaptest.com/study/lsat/top-10-schools-for-joint-law-degree-programs/
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Refer to the LSAT section of this handbook for comments on the taking the LSAT 

or the GRE when pursuing a dual-degree program. 

 

UNDERGRADUATE PREPARATION  

Undergraduate Majors and Minors: 

There is no set “pre-law major” for undergraduate students. Rather, law schools look 

for students who are academically strong and well-rounded. This means that 

prospective law students should be wary of spending too much focus on law-related 

classes as an undergraduate. Law schools want to know that their students can think 

and write well, not whether they know the rules of evidence and procedure — that’s 

the law school’s role. The exception to this rule is the patent bar exam, which 

requires an undergraduate science/engineering major or equivalent in order to 

take it. 

The Official Guide to ABA-Approved Law Schools, a publication of the LSAC and 

the ABA, says that there are seven basic areas of knowledge crucial to a sound legal 

education and to the development of an attorney that should be included in a pre-law 

education.2 In no particular order, these are: 

• A broad understanding of history, particularly American history, and the 

various factors (social, political, economic, and cultural) that have 

influenced the development of the pluralistic society that exists in the 

United States; 

• A fundamental understanding of political thought and theory and of the 

contemporary American political system; 

• A basic understanding of ethical theory and theories of justice; 

• A grounding in economics, particularly elementary microeconomic theory, 

and an understanding of the interaction between economic theory and 

public policy; 
 

• Some basic mathematical and financial skills, such as an understanding of 

basic precalculus mathematics and an ability to analyze financial data; 

                                                             
2 ABA-LSAC, p 5-6. 
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• A basic understanding of human behavior and social interaction; and 

• An understanding of diverse cultures within and beyond the United States, 

of international institutions and issues, and of the increasing 

interdependence of the nations and communities within our world. 

Undergraduate students should focus on courses that address these areas and build 

skills that are useful for law school. Reading and writing are particularly important, 

as are logic and critical thought.  

Certain undergraduate courses may help prepare applicants for particular fields of 

law better than others, even if they are not prerequisite to law school or the bar exam. 

Those looking at environmental law may find biology classes particularly helpful, 

while others interested in corporate or tax law may seek economics or business 

classes. Likewise, those interested in international law should try to become 

proficient in a second language. Undergraduates can minor in fields as well.  

Remember, it is important that an undergraduate student is interested in and 

challenged by their course of study, and regarding law school applications, a high 

GPA and rigorous coursework will carry more weight than what major is completed. 

The Honors Program at Purdue University Fort Wayne is one way to go about doing 

this. If a student is part-time, they should be extra sure to take rigorous courses to 

demonstrate their abilities, and all students should be conservative with pass/fail 

options, withdrawals, and incompletes. 

 

Studying/Living Abroad: 

Studying or living abroad allows one to interact with a host of different peoples, 

perspectives, and languages. It challenges them to think critically about the world 

and the different ways to interpret it. While not necessary for applying to law school, 

persons of every interest should consider the major benefits of studying abroad.  

 

  

https://www.pfw.edu/honors/
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Second Languages: 

Like studying abroad, second languages expose applicants to different cultures and 

perspectives, valuable experience for lawyers. While not a requirement for entering 

law school, knowing a second language is very useful for developing a deeper 

understanding and facility in English. It teaches people to recognize how the 

meaning of words, their grammatical function, and their arrangement in a sentence 

all work together to change the meaning of a text. The ability to study such dynamics 

within a document’s language offers a competitive advantage in law school. In 

addition, serious pursuit of a second language requires the same continuous study 

habits necessary for success in law school. 

If an applicant is interested in pursuing a field of law in which knowledge of more 

languages would be useful, such as international law, they should consider adding 

second language coursework to their studies.  

 

Extracurricular and Other Activities: 

Law schools are interested in admitting students with well-rounded backgrounds. 

Whether an applicant founded a campus organization, volunteered for non-profits, 

or served in the military, admission committees value students who have learned 

about themselves and the society in which they live by engaging with life. That said, 

almost unanimously, law schools (and graduate schools in general) prefer depth over 

breadth: it would be more advantageous to have leadership positions in a limited 

number of organizations than only nominal experience in a large number. 

Keep in mind, however, that GPA and the LSAT are the highest priorities for law 

schools. Extracurricular activities, no matter how impressive, will not override poor 

performances, so it is important that students do not overextend themselves.  

These comments hold true for work experience and community involvement as well, 

although these two do count more for applicants who have a number of years 

between their undergraduate career and law school application. 

Additional information by the ABA on undergraduate education and preparing for 

law school in general may be found here on the ABA’s website. 

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/resources/pre_law.html
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CHOOSING A LAW SCHOOL 

ABA-Accredited Law Schools: 

As of this writing, there are 204 law schools accredited and approved by the 

American Bar Association that can confer a JD degree, according to the ABA’s 

official guide to approved law schools.  

Three of these law schools are provisionally approved:  

Concordia University School of Law 

Lincoln Memorial University Duncan School of Law 

UNT Dallas College of Law 

Two of these law schools are on probation:  

Arizona Summit Law School 

Thomas Jefferson School of Law 

Students should note that they must graduate from ABA-accredited law schools in 

order to sit for the bar exam. Even though unaccredited law schools, including the 

Concord Law School available through Purdue University Global, may provide 

cheaper or more convenient alternatives to accredited law schools, they do not 

provide the same professional opportunities upon graduation. Graduates of 

institutions like Concord Law School are not permitted to sit for the bar exam. Sitting 

for and then passing the bar exam is necessary in order to practice law. 

 

Selecting Law Schools: 

While standardized by the ABA to a degree, every law school has its own benefits, 

drawbacks, demands, and personality. Accordingly, the diversity among law 

students’ backgrounds and interests means that what is a good fit for one may not 

necessarily be a good fit for another. There is no exact formula for determining 

which law school is best for an applicant, but self-assessment is again a wise starting 

point.  After determining their own strengths, preferences, and needs, prospective 

law student can meet with the Campus Pre-Law Advisor to help focus their search 

for a law school.  

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/resources/aba_approved_law_schools/official-guide-to-aba-approved-law-schools.html
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The following is a small series of questions to help inspire this assessment:  

• Where am I most comfortable working? In large, busy settings? Or do I thrive 

in more closely-knit and personal surroundings? 

• How important is student body diversity for my educational goals? Do I want 

many cultural influences to challenge my points of view or do I wish to focus 

my educational pursuits among those who share similar cultural and 

intellectual points for me to engage with? 

• Am I interested in going to a law school that is faith-based? 

• Would I prefer to go to a regional or local law school, or would I prefer a 

college town environment or school in a city with a bigger job market? 

• What type of law school focus would best serve my interests?  

• Does a dual MA/JD look especially appealing? 

Another good place to begin looking at law schools is the Official Guide to ABA-

Approved Law Schools by the ABA and LSAC, which provides school-specific 

information about admission requirements, tuition, financial aid, curriculum, 

faculty, employment, bar passage rate, and more. This book is available for purchase 

on Amazon and available for consultation with the Campus Pre-Law Advisor.  

Unfortunately, the ABA does not distributes this information publicly, but all of the 

information provided in this book is available on the law schools’ websites, a list of 

which can be found here. Any applicant interested in a particular law school should 

investigate that school’s website anyway, taking consideration of the faculty, bar 

passage rate, scholarships, and reputation, among other factors.  

Applicants should also take advantage of LSAC’s GPA and LSAT Score Search, 

which allows them to assess their chances of entering an ABA-approved law school. 

Keep in mind that when it comes to practicing law, lawyers are not limited to 

the state of the law school that they attended. Someone does not need to attend 

a school in Indiana to practice in Indiana. 

  

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/resources/aba_approved_law_schools/official-guide-to-aba-approved-law-schools.html
https://officialguide.lsac.org/Release/UGPALSAT/UGPALSAT.aspx
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In the search for law schools, consider the following factors: 

• ABA accreditation 

• Bar passage rate 

• Faculty 

• Student body 

• Student-faculty ratio 

• Law library 

• Curriculum 

• Acceptance rate 

• Median LSAT/GRE scores 

• Attrition rate 

• Cost of tuition and housing 

• Financial aid opportunities 

• Internship and summer work 

opportunities 

• Law-related opportunities (moot court, law review, clinical programs) 

• Graduate placement record for law-related careers 

Prospective law students should also consider their financial situation. Law school 

is not cheap. Pay attention to the tuition and fees of each school of interest, and 

consider the costs of living as well. Tuition at a state school in a major city may be 

cheaper that at a private school in a small town, but the cost of living may make the 

private school cheaper by the end of the program. Do not forget to consider the 

financial aid opportunities. This topic is discussed more later in this handbook, under 

the section Financing Law School. 

 

“Reach Schools” and “Safety Schools”: 

As an applicant compiles their lists of schools that interest them, they should be sure 

to categorize their choices into reach schools — the law school at the intersection of 

“dream” and “realism” — and safety schools, which applicants can be fairly 

confident will admit them. 

Remember, there is a distinction between “reach” law schools and “out-of-reach” 

law schools. Realistic self-assessment is important when sending applications. 

“Safety” schools, which the applicant would still be willing to actually attend, should 

have lower admission standards than the others of interest. An applicant should 

consider safety schools where their scores are above the 75th percentile of the 

previous year’s class. Applying to these will greatly reduce the chances of getting 
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into no law schools by the end of the application cycle. As with most things in life, 

it is good to have a contingency plan.  

If an applicant is already interested in a particular field of law, they may choose to 

research which law schools are the best for it. Overall law school rankings generally 

indicate a school’s performance in that field, but there are almost always outliers. 

US News reports, for example, that American University’s Washington College of 

Law may be tied at number 80 overall, but it is number six in the country for 

international law. Similarly, Santa Clara University School of Law, which is outside 

the top 100, ranks number four for property law, and Vermont Law School, a tied 

133, is ranked number one for environmental law.3 Because these schools are ranked 

lower overall, they generally have lower LSAT and GPA scores for incoming 

classes. Applying to such schools may increase an applicant’s chances of receiving 

tuition remission if they have strong scores, but applicants should be confident that 

they will stick with these particular specialized programs. Choosing to leave the 

program would negate the effects of the specialty rankings and keep the law student 

in a school where they otherwise may not be satisfied. 

 

“Numbers Schools” and “Holistic Schools”: 

Speaking in general terms, there are two law school admission approaches: 

“numbers” and “holistic.” 

Numbers schools emphasize the quantifiable aspects of the applicant, especially 

their undergraduate GPA and LSAT score. Other factors, such as extracurricular 

activities or particular parts of the application, may be used to distinguish between 

two quantifiably similar candidates but are not the focus.  

Holistic schools also consider GPA and the LSAT strongly, but they contextualize 

these numbers within the “whole” candidate, placing greater emphasis than numbers 

schools on extracurricular activities, work experience, and the potential to contribute 

to that law school’s community, among other factors.  

                                                             
3 Daniel Waldman, “How Law School Applicants Can Choose Safety Schools,” U.S. News and World Report, 

August 6, 2018, https://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/law-admissions-lowdown/articles/2018-08-06/how-law-

school-applicants-can-choose-safety-schools. 

https://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/law-admissions-lowdown/articles/2018-08-06/how-law-school-applicants-can-choose-safety-schools
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Unfortunately, there is no centralized list that puts numbers and holistic schools into 

columns. But the admissions websites of individual schools, as well as interviews, 

blogs, or other online publications made by admissions committees may provide 

further insight into each school’s approach — applicants may just have to look 

around to gather this information. 

Because both numbers and holistic schools value high GPA and LSAT scores, these 

need to remain priorities. There are numerous charts online that can help applicants 

estimate their likelihood of admission at particular schools based on these numbers. 

LSAC’s UGPA and LSAT Score Search predict the likelihood of admission at law 

schools based on these two metrics. Law School Numbers’ school charts provide a 

compilation of law school median GPA, median LSAT, and acceptance rates. These 

resources are particularly helpful, but applicants should keep in mind that they do 

not guarantee acceptance or rejection. 

 

Minority Applicants: 

Thinking about Law School: A Minority Guide points out that law schools today 

actively seek minority applicants in order to reduce the underrepresentation of 

minorities in the practice of law. Today, as law schools work to put together first-

year classes that represent the cultural whole, minority status stands out as a positive 

factor in the application process. 

If an applicant has a strong sense of cultural identity tied to being a member of a 

minority, then that applicant may want to highlight this in their application, including 

through a diversity statement.  

A genuine motivation to provide legal services to communities that are traditionally 

underrepresented can add to applications. The Racially/Ethnically Diverse 

Applicants section of the LSAC website contains additional information on this 

topic, including a list of multiple law school scholarships for underrepresented 

groups. 

The National Bar Association, Hispanic National Bar Association, National Native 

American Bar Association, Arab American Bar Association, and the National Asian 

Pacific American Bar Association provide resources on these topics as well. These 

https://www.lsac.org/choosing-law-school/assess-yourself-realistically
http://schools.lawschoolnumbers.com/
https://www.lsac.org/choosing-law-school/paying-law-school/diversity-scholarships
https://www.nationalbar.org/
https://hnba.com/
https://www.nativeamericanbar.org/
https://www.nativeamericanbar.org/
https://www.arabamericanbar.org/
https://www.americanbar.org/newsletter/publications/gp_solo_magazine_home/gp_solo_magazine_index/barassociations.html#asian
https://www.americanbar.org/newsletter/publications/gp_solo_magazine_home/gp_solo_magazine_index/barassociations.html#asian
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are not the only diversity bar associations, and applicants are encouraged to look for 

others that advance this part of the legal profession.  

 

LGBTQ Applicants: 

Every other year LSAC conducts its LGBT Survey, which notes factors that may 

make a law school more LGBTQ friendly, including student organizations, open 

faculty and administrators, and courses. The survey results are not compiled in one 

place by LSAC but are easy to find online. Schools may also have LGBTQ-related 

opportunities through legal clinics and centers. These resources may be helpful both 

for applicants looking for LGBTQ-friendly environments and for applicants 

interested in social justice or related issues.  

Some schools will ask if the prospective law student is LGBTQ on the application, 

and LGBTQ applicants may also wish to write a diversity statement for their 

application that addresses this or other topics. 

US News has a very helpful education blog post that highlights specific law schools 

with respect to this topic and provides other advice for LGBTQ applicants. The 

National LGBT Bar Association and LSAC’s LGBTQ section provide additional 

insights as well.  

 

Applicants with Disabilities: 

The Americans with Disabilities Act and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 protect 

students with “specific learning disabilities” from discrimination, and, as US News 

reports, students with specific disabilities may be eligible for accommodations. 

These accommodations are likely to be based upon a law student’s diagnosis, 

history, and need, and law schools may request documentation substantiating the 

situation. Such disabilities may include dyslexia, ADHD, learning disabilities, or 

executive functioning disabilities. If applicable, prospective law students with 

disabilities may wish to write an addendum explaining how their disability has 

affected their GPA or LSAT scores. 

https://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/law-admissions-lowdown/articles/2017-08-28/6-tips-to-find-lgbtq-friendly-law-schools
https://lgbtbar.org/what-we-do/law-student-resources/
https://www.lsac.org/discover-law/diversity-law-school/lgbtq-and-law-school
https://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/law-admissions-lowdown/articles/2017-04-03/learn-how-to-navigate-learning-disabilities-in-law-school
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Some law schools will have a center or committee dedicated to assisting students 

with disabilities, and accommodations may be found in law schools and parts of the 

application process. Information for applicants with disabilities who are taking the 

LSAT may be found here, and similar information for taking the bar exam may be 

found here. The American Bar Association provides a directory for additional 

resources for applicants with disabilities.  

 

THE ADMISSIONS PROCESS 

Law schools employ a wide range of evaluative criteria when deciding whom to 

admit. These factors include, but are not limited to, undergraduate (and graduate) 

GPA, LSAT score, course of study with attention to difficulty and depth, a personal 

statement, letters of recommendation, improvement of grades and grade distribution, 

the reputation of the undergraduate institution, extracurricular activities that exhibit 

character and commitment, community service, and work experience.  

The admissions process can be complicated, but this section should shed some light 

on the topic. The LSAT is covered in the following section.  

Potential law students looking for suggested timelines should consider these two 

PowerScore blog posts that can help determine which process may work best for 

them: June LSAT and October LSAT. Additional information on the application 

process may also be found elsewhere on PowerScore.  

 

The Application Process: 

Almost all law schools require that students apply through LSAC’s Credential 

Assembly Service (CAS). CAS acts as an intermediary: gathering and storing the 

applicant’s information and compiling it into an academic record. Law schools 

contact CAS for a report of this record. 

Applicants are required to create a CAS account, which lasts five years and has an 

approximately $200 registration fee separate from the LSAT registration fee as of 

this writing. If an applicant takes the LSAT during this five-year period, their CAS 

https://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/law-admissions-lowdown/2015/10/12/4-things-to-know-about-accommodated-lsat-testing
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/disabilityrights/resources/biad.html
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/disabilityrights/resources/law_school_programs.html
https://www.lsac.org/jd/applying-to-law-school/overview
https://blog.powerscore.com/lsat/bid/267759/A-law-school-application-timeline-for-those-taking-the-June-LSAT
https://blog.powerscore.com/lsat/bid/276520/Law-school-application-timeline-for-those-taking-the-October-LSAT
https://blog.powerscore.com/lsat/bid/279732/How-does-the-law-school-application-process-work
https://www.lsac.org/jd/applying-to-law-school/cas/law-school-reports
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account will be extended to five years after their LSAT registration date. Note that 

if someone applies to law school during their senior year, they may want to send 

their fall grades to LSAC once they are available if these new grades bring up their 

GPA. 

Almost all law schools, through CAS, require the same components in order for an 

application to be considered. Together, they should offer a synergistic package, 

where all components reinforce each other, drawing a picture of the applicant 

without being redundant with each other. This can be difficult, but the Campus Pre-

Law Advisor will help applicants draft their statements and represent themselves 

well when applying to law schools. 

The application components are: 

1. Application: This is found on the LSAC website and asks for biographical, 

academic, and extracurricular information. It is completed and saved online. 

2. Personal statement: The personal statement allows the applicant to express 

their character in their own words. It is also completed by the applicant but 

should be reviewed by others before upload.  

3. Interview (optional): Some law schools will request to interview candidates. 

Interview requests can indicate a school’s strong interest, so applicants are 

strongly encouraged to accept them. 

4. Letter(s) of recommendation: Applicants request these from either students 

or employers, who will then send them directly to LSAC to be processed and 

added to the student’s file. Keep in mind that it can take up to two weeks for 

LSAC to process these letters.  

5. Transcript(s): These should be requested from every postsecondary 

institution attended — including those abroad and from dual-credit high 

school programs — and submitted by the institution to LSAC directly for 

processing. 

6. LSAT score(s): This critical component of the application is covered in the 

next section of this handbook and does not have to be submitted by the 

applicant to LSAC.  

7. Law school report: These are the academic reports compiled by LSAC. They 

include the applicant’s LSAT scores, LSAT writing samples, academic 

summary, letters of recommendation, and transcripts. Aside from the one 

https://os.lsac.org/Logon/Access.aspx
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included in the CAS subscription, each of these reports sent will cost the 

applicant around $45. 

8. Résumé: Applicants put together a résumé, complete with work information, 

and upload it to the LSAC website.  

9. Diversity statement (optional): Diversity statements allow applicants to 

discuss their backgrounds, challenges overcome, how they could contribute 

to the diversity of the chosen law school, or other related topics. 

10. Addendum (optional): Addenda are written and uploaded to the LSAC 

website by the applicant. These optional essays allow applicants to briefly 

address any discrepancies in their applications, including a low LSAT score 

or a low GPA.  

11. Supplemental essays (optional): Supplemental (i.e. optional) essays are 

essays that a law school may permit the student to submit. These vary topically 

from school to school, but they should discuss content about the applicant not 

otherwise covered in the application. Some schools may not provide a 

supplemental essay option. 

 

The Personal Statement:  

Personal statements allow application committees to gather information on the 

applicant beyond GPA, LSAT scores, and extracurricular activities. Because law 

schools do not often interview candidates, this is the applicant’s opportunity to create 

an impression and let the reader know about their personal story and character. A 

well-written personal statement can make the difference between acceptance and 

denial, particularly when a student doesn’t have the highest GPA or LSAT scores. 

Remember that law schools look for students who can mount strong arguments 

supported by clear, persuasive evidence. They seek maturity, commitment, world 

understanding, and the ability to succeed—qualities that can be reflected in the 

personal statement.  

Personal statements generally have a conversational tone without becoming too 

informal. They keep the reader engaged and do not simply restate what is said in 

other parts of the application. Good personal statements support generalities with 
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specific evidence, and they “show” rather than “tell” the reader about the applicant’s 

positive characteristics. 

Hold to the requested page length, and if no length is specified then limit the 

statement to two double-spaced pages. Be wary of attempted humor. And unless 

politics have been a formative experience for the prospective law student, 

applications should avoid ideological arguments, since these arguments tend to 

demonstrate strong opinions rather than the open-minded inquiry needed in law 

school.  

Here are some common personal statement topics:  

• Motivation to enter law or a 

profession 

• Family/early life influences or 

experiences 

• Personal philosophies 

• Academic path  

• Extracurricular experiences 

• Unique traits or interests 

• Growth via tragedy, struggle, or 

success 

• A revelation based on an 

experience 

• Military service 

• Meaningful experiences abroad

Personal statements should be carefully edited, so candidates should ask the Campus 

Pre-Law Advisor to critique their writing. Advice on the risks and rewards of 

“unusual” personal statements may be found here, and advice on writing personal 

(and diversity) statements may be found here.  

Many students write a base personal statement and then personalize it for each school 

to which they apply. This saves time, but keep in mind that each personal statement 

needs to speak to the meaningful differences between law schools.  

An applicant’s personal statement should be unique to them, but examples can help 

get things started. The University of Chicago provides five examples of successful 

personal statements, US News provides two, and Accepted.com provides four.  

Remember, the personal statement is the place for an applicant to explain who they 

are as a person, not to explain academic or LSAT irregularities or disparities. If 

something like this needs addressed, an addendum should be written instead.  

 

https://www.noodle.com/articles/unusual-law-school-personal-statements-what-works-and-what-doesnt
https://wtop.com/news/2018/02/write-cohesive-law-school-personal-diversity-statements/
https://www.law.uchicago.edu/news/their-own-words-admissions-essays-worked
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-graduate-schools/top-law-schools/articles/2017-04-27/2-law-school-personal-statements-that-succeeded
https://www.accepted.com/law/sampleessays
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The Interview (Optional): 

Not all law schools interview candidates that interest them, but if an applicant is 

asked for an interview, they probably should take it. Interview requests indicate a 

school’s strong interest and give candidates a chance to secure their bid for law 

school. 

Those interviewed would likely be asked about why they want to study law, why 

they chose that particular law school, what kind of law they are interested in, and 

what they want to do after graduating law school. Applicants should also anticipate 

questions about their undergraduate major(s), particular coursework and essays, and 

study habits, as well as “tell me about yourself” questions related to hobbies, 

personality, and intellectual curiosity. US News lists other tough law school 

questions, with suggestions on how to answer them. 

Interviewees should investigate common law school interview questions and 

strategies for answering them with plenty of time to prepare themselves before the 

interview. 

 

The Letters of Recommendation: 

Letters of recommendation allow additional people to put the applicant, their 

performance, and their goals in context. In particular, letters are a way for applicants 

to stand out among their own graduating class. While some admissions experts say 

that letters of recommendation can all sound “generic” and “the same,” there are 

ways to make them stand out.  

The best recommendations are written by professors who know the applicant and 

can address the specific strengths in multiple settings. Law schools want to know if 

their candidates are good students, so applicants should get recommenders who can 

emphasize academics, choosing professors whom they have had for at least one class 

(though preferably more) and with whom they have a strong relationship. 

After choosing letter writers, send them a packet that contains all of the relevant 

information they will need: the name of the law school(s), the prompt, long-term 

career goals, and an additional document that details undergraduate classes taken 

https://www.usnews.com/education/best-graduate-schools/top-law-schools/articles/2018-05-10/how-to-answer-tough-law-school-interview-questions
https://www.mtsu.edu/politicalscience/documents/students/Law%20School%20Interview%20Questions.pdf
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-graduate-schools/top-law-schools/articles/2018-02-15/how-to-excel-in-law-school-interviews
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-graduate-schools/top-law-schools/articles/2013/04/04/5-ways-to-get-standout-law-school-recommendations
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with that professor, GPA, and any extracurricular or work experience the 

recommender may want to include. If possible, applicants should meet with their 

letter writers to discuss this in more detail and strategize about which qualities the 

letter should emphasize.  

If the applicant has been out of school for a while, employers may also be good 

candidates for letters of recommendation. In this case, the employers’ letters should 

still address qualities and characteristics that make a good law student and a good 

lawyer.  

A good rule of thumb is to give anyone writing a letter of recommendation a 

minimum of two weeks to complete it. Life happens, so plan ahead and give them a 

deadline well-ahead of the application deadline.  

There are documents online that applicants can send to recommenders to help them 

write their letters. One such guide, by an Assistant Dean from the University of 

Chicago, can be found here.  

 

The Diversity Statement (Optional): 

The diversity statement is a personal essay that allows applicants to show more about 

who they are. These are optional and, if written, should highlight characteristics that 

are not otherwise covered in the rest of the application. (If diversity is discussed in 

depth in the personal statement, for example, then a diversity statement would be 

redundant.) 

Diverse factors to consider include race, ethnicity, nationality, current or former 

socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, gender, age, religious affiliation, personal 

education background, family education background, military experience, 

disabilities, personal experiences, and family situation, among others.  

In general, applicants who can comment on at least one of these or similar factors 

about themselves without repeating other parts of their application should consider 

submitting a diversity statement. Applicants should be wary of statements that focus 

on empathizing with the diversity or struggles of others and should focus on their 

own stories instead. 

http://hpplc.indiana.edu/pdf/rs/Deans%20sugg%20for%20recom%20ltrs.pdf
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Law schools option one of two kinds of diversity statements: open-ended or 

prompted, with the prompts asking about either obstacles overcome (the applicant’s 

past) or how the applicant could contribute to that school’s diversity (the applicant’s 

future). Because of this, a diversity statement written for one law school may need 

revised for a different law school.4 

LSAC, Inside Higher Ed, US News, and others provide further helpful information 

on diversity statements, when they are appropriate, and how to make one that stands 

out. This handbook addresses minority and LGBTQ applicants, as well as applicants 

with disabilities, specifically in its earlier Choosing a Law School section. 

 

The Addendum (Optional): 

The addendum is the opportunity to address the potential shortcomings of a law 

school application. These may include a slump in GPA, a low or multitude of LSAT 

scores, a criminal record, or other issues that may concern an admissions committee. 

The addendum is an opportunity to be proactive. 

Keep the addendum short, one to three paragraphs only, and remember it is for 

explanations, not excuses. While all situations are different, every applicant had to 

earn a GPA and LSAT score as well, so applicants writing addenda should 

contextualize their performances rather than complain. This may be difficult to find 

wording for, but addenda have been key for some applicants’ admissions into law 

school. 

As with all areas of the application, when writing the addendum, view it from the 

perspective of an admissions committee. Some parts of an application may need 

more contextualizing than others.  

Lawschooladvice.com has a helpful guide on when addenda are and are not a good 

idea to include and how to write one well. 

 

                                                             
4 Ann K. Levine, The Law School Admission Game: Play Like an Expert (Torrance, CA: Abraham Publishing, 2009, 

158. 

https://www.lsac.org/discover-law/diversity-law-school
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2016/06/10/how-write-effective-diversity-statement-essay
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-graduate-schools/top-law-schools/articles/2018-03-20/see-2-successful-law-school-diversity-statements
http://lawschooladvice.com/how-to-write-a-law-school-addendum/
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The Supplemental Essays (Optional): 

Supplemental essays, also referred to as optional essays, are opportunities for 

applicants to further make their case to law schools. These are optional, but 

applicants should give them serious consideration before opting out.  

Common prompts include why the applicant wants to go to that particular law 

school, how the applicant could contribute to that university’s community, and how 

the applicant responded to a mistake. Supplemental essays can also be entirely open-

ended. In any case, applicants should take the supplemental essays strategically and 

consider what their application omits about themselves and which parts of their 

applications need the most reinforcing. It would be unwise to submit content already 

discussed elsewhere in the application.   

Writing the essay demonstrates commitment to that particular law school and 

provides further opportunity for the applicant to show their voice. Even though 

omitting them will not hurt an application, if written well, supplemental essays can 

generally be expected to bolster law school applications. These may be especially 

beneficial in the eyes of holistic admissions committees. Lawschooladvice.com has 

a very helpful post that can help applicants decide whether or not they should write 

supplemental essays, and US News gives additional advice on how to write these 

essays. 

 

Early Decision/Action and Deferment: 

Many law schools offer early decision and early action programs, allowing potential 

students to apply significantly before the regular deadline and receive a decision 

earlier than they otherwise would. Prospective law students who are accepted 

through their early decision applications are required to attend that particular law 

school and withdraw their other applications, but those who are accepted through 

their early action applications are not.  

Early decision is the more common format, and early decision applications may have 

a higher chance of being accepted than regular applications. This is because these 

applications are submitted before law schools have filled up their available spots, 

and the binding nature of these applications shows commitment to the school. Early 

http://lawschooladvice.com/to-write-or-not-write-optional-law-school-essays/
https://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/law-admissions-lowdown/articles/2016-10-18/how-to-tackle-supplemental-law-school-essay-prompts
https://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/law-admissions-lowdown/2012/09/10/pros-and-cons-of-applying-early-decision-to-law-school
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applicants will still be held to that school’s standards, however, and early application 

does not guarantee acceptance. Some law schools offer scholarships specific to early 

applicants, whereas others, because the potential student is bound to the university, 

offer fewer. This varies, and applicants should investigate the specifics of the schools 

that interest them. 

Deferrals allow prospective students already accepted to a law school to delay their 

enrollment, usually by one year. The deferment option varies from school to school 

and is usually rare. Whereas some are very permissive, others will require pre-

defined reasons for the deferral, while others still will not allow deferral at all. Keep 

in mind that applying to other law schools after receiving a deferral is considered 

unethical and may cause problems during a State Bar review.  

 

Wait-listing, Rejection, and Re-Application: 

Wait-listing occurs when an applicant is neither accepted nor rejected. Wait-listed 

applicants may be granted enrollment, should other accepted applicants choose to 

go elsewhere. This situation can be stressful, but there are ways to improve chances 

of admission:  

• Writing a letter to the director of admissions indicating commitment to the 

school and that, if accepted, they will attend. 

• If relevant, updating the school about accomplishments since applying. This 

includes new work experience (if relevant), publications, and updating the 

LSAC account if the latest semester brings up their GPA. 

• If possible and prudent, send an additional letter of recommendation. 

There is no set date for law school acceptance notifications. Those who apply at the 

early side of the window may hear back before the end of the calendar year, while 

the bulk is announced around early April, with announcements carrying through the 

summer until the first day of class. This inconsistency exists because candidates are 

choosing among multiple acceptances.   

If an applicant is not accepted to any law schools, they have several options. If they 

applied to only “elite” universities, they should consider casting a wider net. If the 

rejections were likely caused by GPA or the LSAT, then they should consider 

https://www.powerscore.com/lsat/help/deferring.cfm
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improving in these areas. They should also keep in mind that working a few years 

may make a difference in the admissions process.  

 

THE LSAT AND GRE 

A competitive LSAT score is essential for admission to law school, and for some 

schools, it is the single-most important criterion for admission. (Median LSAT 

scores for all law schools may be found here.) This is because the LSAT is 

standardized, whereas GPA is not. A score of 170 out of the possible 180, for 

example, is designed to indicate a certain level of competency, irrespective of which 

applicant from which university earned it. But achieving a 3.8 GPA on a 4.0 scale 

will be scrutinized against the reputation of the institution, the number of credit hours 

the student took per semester, and the perceived difficulty of the courses the student 

was enrolled in, among other factors. The bottom line: take this test seriously. 

 

The LSAT’s Structure: 

The test comprises five 35-minute multiple-choice sections. Four of these are scored: 

• One Reading Comprehension section 

• One Analytical Reasoning section 

• Two Logical Reasoning sections 

The test includes an additional unscored section (the “variable section”) used to trial 

prospective test questions. This section will cover one of the three abovementioned 

categories. All five of these sections will appear in random order during the test, and 

the unscored section will not be labeled. 

The LSAT will also include a 35-minute writing sample section at its end. While not 

part of the test taker’s score, this section is sent to all law schools applied to and may 

be referenced by admissions committees. 

LSAT scores range from a minimum of 120 to a perfect 180, with a mean of 150. 

Since there are no penalties for wrong answers, leave no questions unanswered. 

https://www.lsac.org/jd/lsat/about-the-lsat
http://schools.lawschoolnumbers.com/
https://www.lsac.org/jd/lsat/prep/reading-comprehension
https://www.lsac.org/jd/lsat/prep/analytical-reasoning
https://www.lsac.org/jd/lsat/prep/logical-reasoning
https://www.lsac.org/jd/lsat/prep/writing-sample
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The LSAT has traditionally been a paper-based test, but starting in September 2019, 

it will be “fully digital” in North America and delivered on a tablet device with 

flexible type sizes for test takers with disabilities. This changes the platform of the 

test, not the content or grading scale, so non-digital study materials are still useful. 

Tablet-specific study materials are expected to be released as well. Additional 

information about the digital LSAT, including frequently asked questions, may be 

found here.  

Note that LSAT scores may be cancelled within nine calendar days of the test but 

law schools may question multiple cancellations. Note also that as of May 2017, 

there is no longer a cap on how many times the LSAT can be taken. Despite this, 

law schools are still wary of applicants who have taken these multiple times. When 

choosing a date to take the LSAT, do so judiciously, and make each time count: two-

thirds of applicants will take it only once. 

 

When to Take the LSAT: 

The LSAT is administrated seven times per academic year at designated locations 

across the world. (Beginning with the 2019-2020 cycle, the LSAT will be offered 

nine times per year.) Purdue University Fort Wayne is one of these locations, and 

prospective applicants may find LSAT test dates and registration here. For most 

applicants, when it comes to taking the LSAT, “the earlier the better.” 

Pay careful attention to the application deadlines of the law schools of interest when 

selecting LSAT testing date(s). Many schools have their deadlines at the end of 

January or beginning of February, and applicants should take the LSAT before these 

dates in order for their applications to be guaranteed consideration by these law 

schools. 

Taking the LSAT in the summer before applying to law schools (usually the July 

between junior and senior years) puts a prospective law student in an ideal position: 

more test preparation time after the spring semester ends and more opportunities to 

retake the LSAT. Keep in mind, however, that retesting tends to improve previous 

scores only slightly. The American Bar Association says law schools are to take the 

https://www.lsac.org/lsat/taking-lsat/about-digital-lsat
https://www.lsac.org/jd/lsat/test-dates-deadlines
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higher of one’s test scores, and admissions personnel have reported that most top 

law scores appear to average students’ LSAT scores. 

Ultimately, applicants should take the test when they believe they are ready, though 

never without studying for the test.  

For 2019 and 2020, the LSAT test dates are as follows:  

• Saturday, November 17, 2018 

• Monday, November 19, 2018 (Saturday Sabbath Observers) 

• Saturday, January 26, 2019 

• Monday, January 28, 2019 (Saturday Sabbath Observers)  

• Saturday, March 30, 2019 

• Monday, April 1, 2019 (Saturday Sabbath Observers) 

• Monday, June 3, 2019 

• Monday, July 15, 2019 

• Saturday, September 21, 2019 

• Monday, October 28, 2019 

• Monday, November 25, 2019 

• Monday, January 13, 2020 

• Saturday, February 22, 2020 

• Monday, March 30, 2020 

• Saturday, April 25, 2020 

 

Studying for the LSAT: 

No matter how high their GPA or confidence may be, all applicants planning to take 

the LSAT should study for it. If an applicant does not study, they will be self-

sabotaging in two different ways: 

1. Test preparation is shown to improve test results.  

2. That applicant’s test score affects the median score of all other Purdue Fort 

Wayne students who have taken the LSAT. If this applicant receives a poor 

score, which is much more likely if they do not study, that score will bring 

down PFW’s median score. Law schools not familiar with PFW will 
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consult this median LSAT score to contextualize the applicant’s transcript. 

Studying is important because the lower the median score, the more likely 

a law school is to think that A-quality work at that school is deserving of a 

B elsewhere. Because of this, low LSAT scores undermine the GPAs of all 

of the university’s former, current, and future students. If that is not 

incentive enough, a low median LSAT score would consequently 

undermine that applicant’s GPA as well. As explained later in this section, 

the test is also expensive. 

Because the LSAT is standardized, its questions follow the same few structures, even 

though specific questions change. Familiarity with these structures is a key to 

success. Through practice tests and questions, test takers can train themselves to 

recognize them. 

It is recommended that applicants begin studying by taking a free practice test 

available online. When doing so, it is wise to simulate the actual testing conditions: 

going to a quiet area, sticking to the time constraints, taking all of the test in one 

setting.  

Major test preparation companies have similar recommended study schedules. 

Kaplan determines that applicants should spend a minimum 120 hours preparing for 

the LSAT in general but that they should actually spend between 150-300 hours 

studying for it. Magoosh recommends a similar 200 study hours total, and applicants 

should take sticking to LSAT study schedules seriously. Test takers should also get 

their testing materials from a minimum of two sources (e.g., Kaplan, Princeton 

Review). Doing so is shown to improve results. 

Free study resources: 

• The sample test included in the LSAT registration packet after registering 

for the test. 

• The June 2007 LSAT – released by LSAC, useful as a practice test. 

• Khan Academy’s Official LSAT Prep – made in collaboration with LSAC, 

includes an LSAT diagnostic test and video lessons on the Analytical 

Reasoning, Logical Reasoning, and Reading Comprehension sections of 

the LSAT. 

https://www.kaptest.com/study/lsat/how-many-hours-of-lsat-prep/
https://magoosh.com/lsat/2016/how-long-should-you-study-for-the-lsat/
https://www.lsac.org/free-sample-test/default.asp
https://www.khanacademy.org/prep/lsat/intro
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o Approximately 44% of first-time LSAT test takers use Khan Academy, 

and LSAC reports that this resource is especially used by African 

Americans, women, and those who are economically disadvantaged. 

• Websites and corresponding mobile apps – especially those created by 

Varsity Tutors and Magoosh. 

• LSAT prep books available at local and university libraries.  

Paid study resources: 

• LSAC has 11 books that contain test prep materials and practice tests. 

Many of these can be found new on Amazon and at Barnes and Noble for 

around $20. Such books can also be checked out at libraries. 

• Commercial LSAT-preparatory courses, such as those provided by Stanley 

and Princeton Review, often run as much as $1,000 or more but are proven 

to help their students. 

• PowerScore sells LSAT preparation materials, including books, online 

prep courses (live or on demand), and an in-person LSAT course. 

While some study materials from LSAC are available in Spanish, the Spanish-

language version of the LSAT will not be reported to any school outside of Puerto 

Rico. If an applicant plans on attending law school within the 50 states, they should 

use English-language study materials, even if this is not their primary language, 

since that test will be in English. An FAQ on the Spanish version of the LSAT can 

be found here.  

 

LSAT Fees and Waivers: 

As of this writing, each LSAT test taken costs close to $200 USD, but there are 

additional costs as well. The Credential Assembly Service (CAS) is the “gatekeeper” 

of application documents, and a subscription to it is required in order to submit 

applications for most law schools. This subscription costs $195 and includes one 

score report. For each law school a prospective law student applies to, that applicant 

must include one score report with their application. After the one included with the 

CAS subscription, these reports cost around $45 each. 

  

https://www.varsitytutors.com/lsat_logic_games-practice-tests
https://lsat.magoosh.com/
https://www.lsac.org/jd/lsat/preptools#inline1
https://www.powerscore.com/lsat/publications/
https://www.powerscore.com/lsat/courses/
https://www.powerscore.com/lsat/courses/
https://www.powerscore.com/lsat/courses/full/
https://www.lsac.org/docs/default-source/jd-docs/spanish-lsat-preptest.pdf
https://www.lsac.org/spanishlsat/faqs
https://www.lsac.org/jd/lsat/lsat-cas-fees
https://www.lsac.org/jd/applying-to-law-school/cas
https://www.lsac.org/jd/applying-to-law-school/cas/law-school-reports
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LSAC does have a fee waiver option, which entitles recipients to: 

• Two LSATs 

• One CAS registration 

• Four CAS score reports 

• One copy of Official LSAT 

SuperPrep II 

 

This waiver has over $700-worth of value, so applicants should look into the 

conditions to see if they are eligible.  

 

Retaking the LSAT: 

Statistics released by LSAC show that retaking the LSAT generally leads to only 

marginal improvements in scores and that the higher the applicant’s original score 

was, the more these improvements diminish. Often, the scores on the second test are 

only two points higher than the first test. Data from the 2012-2013 testing year 

exemplifies this: test takers who received a 150 on their first SAT went on to score, 

on average, a 152 on the retake, while those who originally received a 160 improved 

to an average 162.  

Of course, these marginal improvements are averages. Generally, nearly one-third 

of those who retake the test actually score lower on their second attempt. Others, 

including many from Purdue University Fort Wayne, experience substantial 

improvements on their second test, with their new LSAT scores dramatically 

improving their odds of getting into the law schools they want.  

If an applicant scored lower than they wanted on their first LSAT because of 

unforeseen circumstances (illness, emergency, or another distraction) and 

consistently outperforms their actual LSAT scores on practice exams, then that 

applicant should consider retaking the LSAT. The same may apply to an applicant 

who believes that they need substantially higher scores and that they have the time 

and tenacity required to achieve these improvements.  

Some law schools may disfavor candidates who take the test multiple times, some 

average the applicant’s scores, and some consider only the highest scores. Most 

https://www.lsac.org/jd/lsat/fee-waivers
https://www.lsac.org/system/files/inline-files/lsat-repeater-data.pdf
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experts recommend taking the LSAT a limited number of times. Whatever the 

circumstances, it is a good idea to study hard before retaking the test. 

Because some law schools take holistic approaches to applications, scheduling an 

appointment with the Campus Pre-Law Advisor to go over options is always a good 

idea. 

 

The GRE: 

Starting in fall 2017, Harvard Law School began allowing applicants to submit 

Graduate Record Examinations (GRE) scores in lieu of the LSAT. Since then, a 

growing number of law schools are beginning to accept the GRE as well, including 

other highly-ranked schools like Georgetown, University of Chicago, Boston 

University, and Columbia. 

Because this is a growing trend, it is best to consult the Educational Testing Services’ 

list of GRE-accepting law schools or look at law schools’ individual websites.  

It is not yet clear what level of GRE scores law schools prefer. Most schools will say 

that they do not have a minimum desired score, but all schools have a median score 

for admitted students, whether published or not. LSAT median scores are public, so 

prospective students know which schools are interested in scores like theirs after 

seeing their own results. 

Because few law schools accept the GRE as of this writing, applicants may find it 

prudent to take the LSAT over the GRE, in order to submit scores to both “dream” 

and “safety” schools. This would give them a better chance of getting accepted to at 

least one law school. 

That said, those interested in pursuing a dual-degree only from a university that 

accepts both the GRE and the LSAT may be interested in taking only the GRE, as it 

permits entry for both of their graduate-level programs, whereas the LSAT is only 

tenable for the law school. 

Benefits and drawbacks between the GRE and LSAT will vary from person to 

person, based on their abilities, goals, and timeline. For best advice, set up an 

appointment with the Pre-Law Advisor. 

https://www.ets.org/gre/revised_general/about/law/
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THE LAW SCHOOL EXPERIENCE 

Every law school, just like every student, is different from the next. There cannot be 

one set “student experience,” but because of ABA accreditation and law school 

standardization, there is a distinct “law school experience.” Students are often 

surprised by the size and difficulty of the workload and how much time they need to 

dedicate in order to be successful. 

 

Classes and Structure: 

In the first year, classes are generally not lecture-based the way they are in 

undergraduate studies. They’re Socratic, with professors asking open-ended 

questions to probe the students’ understanding of a topic or concept. Students will 

have to rationalize their answers based on the materials, previous content, and their 

own critical thought. Law professors may continue asking questions until they 

expose a fallacy in the student’s line of thought. This is designed to force students 

to think critically about all angles of cases and to be able to defend (and attack) an 

argument.5 Of course, teaching methods will vary among professors and schools, so 

law students should be prepared for both lecture- and seminar-based classes.  

Because of the structure of the US legal system, cases are the backbone of law school 

education. Law students will be asked to read them, not only to understand the 

characters and concepts, but to be able to apply them to wider situations. In this, 

students will be expected to both isolate the law in each case (as well as its elements) 

and apply it to different situations. They will also be asked to perform legal 

syntheses: to build a “rule of law” based on a collection of cases and statutes.  

Grades in law school are usually based on attendance, participation, and the final 

exam. Often, there are no quizzes or other tests, just the final exam or a paper. In 

order to succeed on these tests, law students should compile course outlines 

throughout the fall and spring semesters. Case briefs and class notes have to be 

integrated into an organized whole so as to grasp the interconnections and the 

                                                             
5 Austin L. Parrish and Christina K. Knolton, Hard-Nosed Advice from a Cranky Law Professor: How to Succeed in 

Law School (Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press, 2010), 10-11. 
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nuances of case law as it develops over time. Continuously organizing, prioritizing 

and studying are crucial, as is paying attention to the details.  

 

The First Year: 

First-year curricula are quite similar across the country, although not all schools will 

have the same coursework. Students are not allowed to choose most of their classes 

during their first year at most schools. Instead, all receive a broad scope of legal 

knowledge. Specifically, students will learn about contracts, property, criminal law, 

constitutional law, civil procedure, torts, and legal research and writing. After this 

first year, schools will differ in the emphasis they place on certain subjects or 

specializations.6 They will also differ in their opportunities outside of the classroom. 

 

Legal Clinics and Externships: 

Second- and third-year students may take legal clinics — hands-on legal courses 

supervised by a full-time faculty member. Clinic specialization varies from domestic 

violence to bankruptcy to animal law, but clinics often provide free legal services to 

underserved populations. Students in these positions are expected to provide legal 

research, write memoranda, or draft legal documents for credit. 

Externship programs can place law students with judges, in-house legal departments, 

government offices, or other public sector organizations. They vary in structure, but 

it is common to receive credit instead of pay for work. Because they take place off-

campus, externships provide additional opportunities to network with the legal 

community and can help students gain employment after graduation. 

 

Moot Court, Mock Trials, and Negotiation: 

Second- and third-year students may also participate in practical skills programs that 

emphasize courtroom procedure and argument. 

                                                             
6 Herbert N. Ramy, Succeeding in Law School, 2nd ed. (Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press, 2010): 4-5. 

https://www.lsac.org/jd/thinking-about-law-school/standard-curriculum
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In moot court, students will be asked to prepare a case and argue it before an 

appellate court, often writing an appellate brief and then simulating oral argument 

in front of a panel of judges. Mock trial programs, which focus on either civil or 

criminal law, require students to prepare a case for trial, create a case strategy, and 

simulate a trial experience. These provide hands-on experience with opening 

statements, direct and cross examinations, and closing arguments. Negotiation 

programs emphasize dispute management and conflict resolution skills that, like the 

moot court and mock trial, are built through simulation.7 

 

Law Journals and Law Review: 

Law journals publish academic articles that, most of the time, explain legal theory, 

trends in the law, or dive into a particularly difficult part of the legal code. In the 

United States, most legal journals are run and edited by students, under faculty 

supervision: second-year students cite-check the articles, while third-year students 

run the administration. This is a great way to build relevant experience in the legal 

field. Membership is usually based on first-year grades, a writing prompt, and 

perhaps an editing exercise.  

 

Law School Clubs: 

Most law schools have student organizations and associations specifically for law 

students. The focuses of these groups can be related to demographics, fields of law, 

political parties, issue advocacy, and other affairs, and they can help law students 

with similar interests find each other and maximize the opportunities law school 

provides. 

 

  

                                                             
7 Parrish and Knolton, 103-11. 
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Mental and Emotional Health: 

Don’t underestimate the demands placed upon students by a very competitive 

environment known for long hours of study and possible financial or employment 

concerns. These factors can trigger emotion- or stress-related health challenges. Law 

students must take care of themselves in order to avoid the dangers of mental and 

physical exhaustion.  

Pay close attention to the little things: get regular sleep, eat nutritiously, exercise, 

and watch out for changes in sleep patterns or appetite, loss of concentration, and 

social withdrawal. If need be, take advantage of whatever health services the law 

school offers, seek on-campus support groups to find out how others are dealing with 

the stress, and remember that there’s a national crisis hotline for graduate students 

at (877) GRAD-HELP or at gradresources.org.  

 

FINANCING LAW SCHOOL 

According to the most recent figures available from the ABA (academic year 2012-

2013), the average debt of a law school graduate is $88,000 for public school 

graduates and $102,000 for private school graduates, not including any 

undergraduate or similar costs still owed.8 Law school is expensive.  

While scholarships, grants, and work-study are available, about 80% of students rely 

on education loans to finance tuition and living expenses while in law school. Both 

federal and private loans are based on the law schools’ “estimate of need.” 

Traditionally, federal loans provide the lowest interest rates for applicants. For a 

more detailed account please visit LSAC’s Financial Aid: An Overview. 

Note that law school students must fill out a FAFSA, which can qualify them for 

federal student aid. 

 

                                                             
8 Dennis W. Archer to Interested Parties, June 17, 2015, American Bar Association, 8 

https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/legal_education_and_admissions_to_the_bar/reports/2

015_june_report_of_the_aba_task_force_on_the_financing_of_legal_education.authcheckdam.pdf. 

http://gradresources.org/crisis/
https://www.lsac.org/jd/financing-law-school/financial-aid-overview
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
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In-State and Out-of-State Tuition: 

The separations between in-state and out-of-state applications are not always defined 

by state borders. Some universities charge a flat rate irrespective of where the 

applicant comes from, and eastern Indiana and western Ohio participate in a tuition 

reciprocity agreement that allows students across state lines to pay in-state tuition. 

Purdue University Fort Wayne participates in this program, as do several institutions 

in Ohio. Applicants may find more information on this tuition reciprocity here. 

Because over 100 institutions in the region participate in the Midwest Student 

Exchange Program, prospective law school students are encouraged to look at the 

individual websites of the Midwestern law schools that interest them to see if they 

could qualify for in-state tuition.  

 

Fellowships, Assistantships, and Scholarships: 

In law school, there is a limited number of research fellowships and writing course 

assistantships available to defray costs of attendance. These are awarded on a 

competitive basis, with the difference being that research fellowships provide money 

that does not have to be paid back while course assistantships pay a stipend in 

exchange for a relatively small work load on campus.  

Scholarships are also of limited quantity and based on merit, primarily through GPA 

and LSAT schools. These vary from school to school, and every applicant should 

consider scholarship opportunities when submitting applications. There are sources 

of outside funding available for law students, and helpful information on this topic, 

including brief descriptions of specific scholarships may be found here. These 

scholarships can save law students thousands of dollars and are worth serious 

investigation. 

Many schools will apportion a certain amount of scholarship money for diversity 

recruitment, usually based on geography, ethnicity, or socioeconomic background. 

For these, the “goodness of fit” between the particular law school and individual 

student remains an important factor, as does the content within the application. 

https://www.ohiohighered.org/tuition-reciprocity
https://msep.mhec.org/about
https://msep.mhec.org/about
https://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/law-admissions-lowdown/articles/2018-04-16/how-to-offset-law-school-costs-with-outside-scholarships
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Steps to maximize one’s chances of receiving a scholarship may be found here. A 

list of diversity scholarships compiled by LSAC may be found here. 

 

Application Fee Waivers: 

The cost of applications varies from school to school but are generally between $60 

and $85. Considering CAS score reports cost around $45, each application, full 

price, could be upwards of $100.  

While receiving one from LSAC is difficult, law schools are more generous in 

distributing fee waivers to prospective students. In general, there are three ways to 

receive such waivers. 

Law school will simply invite students with high LSAT or GRE scores to apply for 

their schools. These come unsolicited, without the student needing to show interest 

in the schools ahead of time, and they are not as rare as they sound. To increase their 

chances of this occurring, law students-to-be should make sure that their CRS 

accounts are up to date and that their enrollment year is correct.  

The second type of fee waiver is automatic. Law schools want submissions earlier 

in their application cycle, so some will waive a fee if the prospective student applies 

early enough. This should be described on law school websites. Others will offer fee 

waivers to applicants who have served in the armed forces, volunteered in Teach for 

America, AmeriCorps, or the Peace Corps, or received a scholarship like the 

Fulbright or Rhodes. Still others, like the University of Notre Dame Law School, 

grant fee waivers to individuals who apply to them directly rather than going through 

the LSAC application. When taking notes on law schools, applicants should also 

take notes on what may make them eligible.  

The third way is simply to ask—to email the admissions department and, humbly, 

ask if they could waive the application fee. There is a wrong way to do this, and any 

emails sent should be respectful so that they are not counterproductive. When doing 

so, applicants should be sure to include their GPA, LSAT score(s), LSAC account 

number, and how excited they are to join that program. Applicants may be surprised 

at how successful this approach can be, especially with the “safety schools.” 

https://www.usnews.com/education/best-graduate-schools/top-law-schools/articles/2017-08-31/how-to-go-to-law-school-for-free
https://www.lsac.org/choosing-law-school/paying-law-school/diversity-scholarships
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Loan Forgiveness: 

Because of the expenses related to law school, most students will take out loans. In 

general, student loans must be repaid over a period of years that begins after leaving 

school. This is true for many law school loans as well. However, many private law 

schools have loan forgiveness programs for graduates who commit themselves to 

public-interest law for a specific number of years upon graduation.  

The Federal Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) program is a similar 

opportunity, requiring law school alumni to work for a qualified employer (likely 

the government) for a minimum of ten years. Similar options include the Federal 

Perkins Loan Cancellation, which offers up to 100 percent loan forgiveness after 

five years, and the John R. Justice Student Loan Repayment Program, which as of 

this writing awards up to $10,000 per year. These and additional loan forgiveness 

programs may be found here. 

Pre-Law Conferences: 

The Indiana Conference for Legal Education Opportunity (ICLEO) Summer 

Institute is an annual program that prepares students for life as a law student, 

immersing its participants in law courses and intensive training at no expense to 

those selected. Participants are allowed to compete for an annual award that helps 

fund three academic years of law school.  

The Council on Legal Education Opportunity (CLEO) offers an online and in-person 

law school preparatory program as well, and applicants are encouraged to look into 

these and other opportunities that may bolster their chances of getting scholarships 

to law schools. 

 

FIELDS OF LAW 

The lawyer experience is not a uniform one, and the practice of law is too diverse 

for there to be a “typical experience.” The following are brief descriptions of some 

popular fields of law. This is not an exhaustive list, and additional fields of law 

include bankruptcy, education, entertainment, family, labor, maritime, military, real 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/public-service
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/perkins
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/perkins
http://www.equaljusticeworks.org/ed-debt/students/loan-repayment-assistance-programs/federal-LRAPs/JRJ
http://www.lawschoolexpert.com/7-ways-lawyers-can-get-their-student-loans-forgiven/
https://www.in.gov/judiciary/cleo/3535.htm
https://cleoinc.org/programs/plsi/
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estate, and tax, among others. Some of these may be found on LSAC’s website and 

elsewhere on the internet.  

Remember, law students do not officially specialize in law school, even if they can 

take electives in a certain field. They instead develop a broad scope of legal 

knowledge, then specialize after graduation. Note also that applicants do not need to 

choose a field of law before entering law school, and some careers may interact with 

more than one specialization. 

 

Civil Rights Law: 

This law considers the power of the government and the rights of the individual, 

interacting with federal and state constitutional law, statutes, and judicial precedent. 

Lawyers may work on cases dealing with discrimination or violations of expression, 

employment, or housing, among other rights. The number of full-time civil rights 

jobs is relatively low, and many cases are taken on a pro bono basis. Civil rights 

lawyers who do gain full-time work are often employed by public interest law firms 

or nonprofit organizations, such as the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU).  

Learn more: FindLaw; Civil Rights Trial Lawyers Association 

 

Corporate and Securities Law: 

Corporate lawyers focus on reconciling business affairs with the law. Some duties 

include mergers, acquisitions, inter-business disputes, liability, and compliance with 

complicated laws. Lawyers whose sole client is a corporation are referred to as in-

house counsels, and they are often tasked with giving preventative advice. 

Learn more: Association of Corporate Counsel 

 

Criminal Law: 

Criminal law focuses on behaviors defined as illegal under criminal code. In the US 

system, prosecutors and district attorneys prosecute these crimes on behalf of the 

https://www.lsac.org/jd/thinking-about-law-school/fields-of-law#skip
https://civilrights.findlaw.com/enforcing-your-civil-rights/civil-rights-organizations-non-government.html
http://www.crtla.org/
http://www.acc.com/
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state, while criminal defense lawyers represent their clients accused of these crimes. 

Both types of criminal law professionals deal with litigation and issues of personal 

liberty, basic rights, and responsibilities and are fundamental to just societies.  

Learn more: National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, Association of 

Prosecuting Attorneys 

 

Environmental and Natural Resources Law: 

Environmental law interacts with the statutes, treaties, and conventions that concern 

natural resources and the environment. Particular issues include air quality, 

hazardous waste, oil exploration, water rights, public land use, and energy trade. 

Lawyers often represent government agencies, advocacy groups, corporations, or 

individuals.  

Learn more: National Association of Environmental Law Societies 

Health Law: 

Health law includes many different disciplines but focuses on laws related to health 

care. Cases may include compliance, fraud, or clinical ethics, among others, and 

professionals tend to represent patients, clinics, hospitals, insurance companies or 

pharmaceutical companies. Others may work for the government on issues related 

to Medicare, Medicaid, or other programs. 

Learn more: American Health Lawyers Association 

 

Immigration Law: 

Immigration law revolves around foreign nationals who have come to the United 

States, handling issues related to naturalization, deportation, asylum seekers, and 

refugees. Immigration lawyers may also interact with persons in the country without 

legal permission.  Because these issues are complex and change often, professionals 

will often specialize even further within the field. Immigration lawyers may work 

for law firms, government agencies, NGOs, or companies that employ foreign 

nationals.  

http://www.nacdl.org/
https://www.apa-inc.org/?
https://www.apa-inc.org/?
https://www.preventionweb.net/organizations/6192
http://www.healthlawyers.org/Pages/Default.aspx
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Learn more: American Immigration Lawyers Association 

 

Intellectual Property Law: 

Intellectual property law involves protecting the rights of inventors, businesses, and 

authors to their creations, both tangible and intangible. These may include 

inventions, symbols, books, brand names, slogans, or works of art, among other 

properties. Such lawyers will often specialize in a particular area. Technological 

advancements and the global economy make intellectual property a dynamic area of 

law.  

An undergraduate science/engineering major or equivalent is required in order to 

take the patent bar exam. 

Learn more: American Intellectual Property Law Association 

International Law: 

International law contains two tracks: human rights, which studies the basic 

standards and freedoms that humans deserve, and transactional, which studies the 

laws that connect corporations with the international community. International law 

programs offer courses on comparative law, which considers different legal systems 

in comparison with each other. Depending on the track, graduates would be expected 

pursue careers in the United Nations, non-governmental organizations, or 

international corporations.  

Learn More: International Law Association (American Branch) 

 

Additional information about lawyers — including work environment, job outlook, 

and state-specific data — is available through the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Similar 

figures are available through the American Bar Association as well.  

  

http://www.aila.org/
http://www.aipla.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ila-hq.org/index.php/american-branch
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/legal/lawyers.htm#tab-2
https://www.americanbar.org/resources_for_lawyers/profession_statistics.html
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RECOMMENDED WEBSITES  

Websites 

American Bar Association (ABA) Section of Legal Education and Admissions to 

the Bar: http://www.abanet.org/legaled 

The Association for Legal Career Professionals: www.nalp.org 

Competing deals on loan terms among for-profit lenders: www.simpletuition.com 

Council on Legal Education Opportunity: www.cleoscholars.com 

Education Finance Council: www.efc.org 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid: www.fafsa.ed.gov 

Indiana Board of Law Examiners: www.in.gov/judiciary/ace 

Internet Legal Research Group: www.ilrg.com/pre-law.html 

Lavender Law Career Fair and Conference: www.lgbtbar.org/annual 

Links to state boards: www.ncbex.org 

Midwest Association of Prelaw Advisors: www.mapla.org 

Official LSAC website: https://www.lsac.org/  

Online directory of legal employers and their hiring criteria: 

www.nalpdirectory.com 

Public opportunities for law students and lawyers: www.psjd.org 

The Smart Student Guide to Financial Aid: www.finaid.org 

United States Department of Education: www.ed.gov 

US News’ ranking of law schools: https://www.usnews.com/best-graduate-

schools/top-law-schools  
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