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The Chair’s Compass  
by Dr. Hardin Aasand 

Electus 

The current season of campaigns—one of the most tumultuous that I have seen in my six decades of life—

gave me pause to dwell on the word itself, election. Blessed with years of college Latin I studied with a 

wonderfully engaged Italian professor, I have always found etymologies fascinating, for they demonstrate 

the undercurrent of meaning that courses through our English vocabulary.  

 Eligo, eligere, elegi, electus 

 

The above paradigm provides the first-person present, the infinitive, the first person past, and the participle 

form of the word, the muscularity of the conjugations and declensions enfolded in those four base forms. 

Though there is no etymological linkage between the two, I was struck by the sonorous reach of the first 

person past elegi to the Latin plural noun, elegi, from which we derive the “elegy,” the mournful, often 

deeply plangent lament for the past, for the missing, for the absent. The homonymic echoes offer playful 

and perhaps haunting possibilities.  Thus, elections can suggest a subconscious desire for the lack we feel, 

the missing fulfillment, the desire for a return of a promise still absent in the moment. 

Indeed, the current vacuum we feel today of a semblance of decency, security, and sanctity drives the hope 

that this election season will right our course, establish a balance, restore an equilibrium, regardless of one’s 

political persuasion. This millennium has generated a nostalgia for a past that is understandable: terrorism, 

both domestic and international, has unsettled us as a country; fear and trepidation of rapid technological 

and demographic upheavals affect foundations.  

Elections promise change, a new direction, and an element of control.  The root verb, elegi, means “I pick.” 

The volitional, determinate control appears to be ours, absent of external impetus.  That vacuum, however, 

is merely an illusion.  Even the act of “picking” is fraught with context—both the real and the imagined—

and provides us with consequences we perhaps did not intend. One can always hope that one’s election 

avoids the elegiac, the mourning for what might have been or what might have been possible. 

What remains quite consistent in all the upheaval is the Department of English and Linguistics, now a Pur-

due University department, and our desire to hear from you. Please let us know where you are and what has 
transpired in your time away from this campus. 
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Faculty Spotlight 

Dr. Cain 
“What is Your Legacy?” 

Dr. Cain has been busy for the past sev-
en years, working on a book of non-
fiction to share the story of a Chicago 
woman named Margaret Burroughs, 
who helped to empower the African-
American community with her art and 
writing. Dr. Cain brought Burroughs to 
Fort Wayne twice for the Visiting Writ-
ers Series, and then a community group 
brought her back because of her influ-
ence. 

“What is your legacy?” Dr. Cain recalls 
Burroughs’ words of empowerment and 
curiosity, which inspired her through a 
tough patch in her life. 

Burroughs was nationally and interna-

tionally known for her work in the Chica-
go area and her artwork. She helped to 
found the DuSable Museum of African 
American History and the Southside 
Community Art Center in Chicago. She 
sadly passed away in 2010, which Dr. 
Cain says was very hard for her to go 
through. 

“She was a mentor to me,” she told us. 
“It was a hard loss for not only me, but 
the whole community which she had 
touched.” 

Dr. Cain’s book, South Side Venus, fol-
lows Burroughs’ contributions to the 
community of Chicago and the people 
who she impacted personally. 

“It was amazing to me how many people 
knew her personally. She was no 
stranger to the community, and she nev-
er acted above helping someone else.” 

It was a long process of writing for Dr. 
Cain, who conducted numerous inter-
views, searched through museums and 
sifted tons of archival works to make 
sure she told the woman’s story correct-
ly and respectfully. 

“I had received a pretty serious medical 
diagnosis, and my house burned down, 
but this work kept me going. I felt like 
Margaret was helping me push 
through.” 

The book was published through North-
western Publishing, which is the univer-
sity that Burroughs attended. Cain said 
that this is an honor in and of itself and 
that it shows her impact even further. In 
addition, Northwestern has also select-
ed the book to be sent to donors who 
supported the library. 

“I am so excited that it was selected, 
and I know that it shows how much in-
fluence Margaret really had on that area 
as a whole.” 

There will be a book launch on Feburary 
8th at the Tom Rolland gallery at Arts 
United, covered by WANE TV. There will 
be an original monologue by Condra 
Ridley as Margaret Burroughs, and Ketu 
Oladuwa will speak about his experienc-
es with Burroughs. There will also be a 
spot on Burroughs on Wane TV on 
Feburary 1st. 

The Fort Wayne Museum of Art is con-
sidering using some of Burroughs’ art-
work for an exhibit in 2020. The cover 
for the book is an original by Burroughs. 

Dr. Cain is very excited to share this 
book with the world, and hopes that 
others will find inspiration in it as well! 
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Dr. Kopec 
“Dickens is Just a Name” 

The digital humanities are a new con-
cept breaking through liberal arts pro-
grams over the past decade. The con-
cept of being able to use technology to 
identify literary works in such ways as 
stylistic voice and word choice is new to 
many and could very well be the future 
for many campuses. 

We spoke to Dr. Kopec on the idea of 
digital humanities, especially as it per-
tains to English and Linguistics. A basic 
definition of the digital humanities in 
regards to literature is “a digital tool 
used in an attempt to scan original 
texts.” Dr. Kopec also let us know that 
this technology can go even deeper into 
identifying texts simply by a writer’s 
style. 

“Dr. Bassett has created a database for 
all Victorian literature, which is a perfect 
example of this practice,” he told us. 

So, how exactly are the digital humani-
ties for English majors? Dr. Kopec told us 
that it is allowing for soft and hard skills 
to find a balance. This is accomplished 
through the “Liberal Arts Plus” Model. 
One day, there may even be a digital 
humanities major found on certain cam-
puses. These are called “VAT Camps.” 

“With these campuses opening, and 
more classes being created to focus on 
the digital humanities, the stereotype of 
English majors not having math skills will 
be disproven.” 

Dr. Kopec has also been working on a 
work of history-based literary criticism 
that he is hoping to publish very soon. 
He is researching economic and literary-
based evidence for his piece. He has had 

a number of articles recently published, 
including those that have appeared in 
PMLA and Early American Literature.  

He is excited to be teaching Ethnic Liter-
ature in the Spring of 2019, and also for 
Fall of 2019 to be teaching American 
Fiction to 1900 which features works by 
Poe and Moby Dick. Be sure to give 
these classes a glance when scheduling 
comes around! 

Dr. Sandman 
The Dandelion Review 

“Dandelions were world-famous for 
their beauty. Dandelions were a com-
mon and beloved garden flower in Eu-
rope, and the subject of many poems. In 
the terrifying New World, the cheerful 
face of the dandelion would have been a 
sweet reminder of home. In Japan, 
whole horticultural societies formed to 
enjoy the beauty of dandelions and to 
develop exciting new varieties for gar-
deners.” 

–Anita Sanchez, mofga.org 

For the past two years, Dr. Sandman has 
been working with a small team to pro-
duce The Dandelion Review, a biannual 
literary magazine that seeks to publish 
women writers and writers who identify 
on the LGBTQIAA+ spectrum.  

The Dandelion Review features a wide 
collection of poetry and short stories. 
Alongside this, they also work as a small 
chapbook press, having already pub-
lished seven chapbooks. 

Currently, there are two issues of The 
Dandelion Review that can be read on 
their website, as well as the seven chap-
books they’ve published.  

Their website can be found at https://
thedandelionreview.com/. 

https://thedandelionreview.com/
https://thedandelionreview.com/
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Dr. Kalamaras 
Hound Dog Poetry 

Dr. Kalamaras is currently working on several projects, 
including a book of surrealist poetry that is due out of a 
press in Dublin, Ireland this December. 

He’s also been hard at work on several collections of 
poems about one of his great loves: hound dogs, books 
featuring poems about beagles, bluetick coonhounds, 
redbone coonhounds, and others. 

One of those books has recently been accepted for pub-
lication, and he is working hard to create more hound 
dog poems. 

Dr. Kalamaras was kind enough to submit an excerpt 
from the book to be included in the newsletter. The po-
em is featured on the next page. 

 

Tips for Aspiring Poets 
We also asked Dr. Kalamaras if he has any tips for aspir-
ing poets hoping to one day be published. He had this to 
say: 

“My advice is not to focus on trying to publish a book 
too early in one’s career. It’s important to, first, develop 
a deep understanding of poetry and its craft. Also, pub-
lishing a book is not the ultimate goal of being a poet. 
Writing poetry is an attentiveness practice; it should be 
approached as an activity that the poet uses to deepen 
his or her consciousness. Too many poets lose sight of 
that early on, thinking that the goal is to publish. The 
goal is to write and to deepen one’s engagement with 
one’s inner life and the world. Publishing will come in its 
time. To prepare for that, I’d advise poets to read, read, 
read—and not just poetry. Yes, read poetry, but also 
read books about history, animals, biology, and the 
world. Part of this reading should be literary maga-
zines—in print and online—to get a sense of what one’s 

contemporaries are doing. Then aspiring poets should 
try publishing in magazines first, prior to considering a 
book. Allow your words to become part of an ongoing 
conversation with other poets in this way. After having 
your work appear in several magazines, then consider 
bringing your best poems together in a book. Still, re-
member, the goal isn’t to publish. That’s a nice ‘bonus’ 
in the process of learning how to engage poetry as first 
and foremost a ‘life practice.’” 
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What My Hound Dog Is Scenting Through the Sloughgrass 

Is a Way of Scenting Me 

You say the beagle-hound is who I am. 
I could count to ten and still not achieve 
my ideal psychic weight. Solace. Sorrow. 
Say I am a reincarnation, whisked 
from her whuffling as she makes game, torn 
from the tongue-toughened wing of a luna 
cough culled from great migrations of the moon. 
I could and would and just might. My hound dog’s 
long ears keep ploughing the dark’s dark. The way 
a butterfly’s brief light recalls lightning 
bugs from childhood gathering evening woods 
into an Indiana inside me. 
You say the hound dog is who I am. Yes, 

 

no. How can this be when all I ever  
wanted was to merge with broomsedge? With brome? 
There are honeybees still in Whitman’s beard. 
And all my years of Thoreau sorrow woods 
that should have healed by now the swampy dark 
of my heart. I love the way love can love 
the act of loving. And it’s my torn parts 
the hound scents down deep in the moon-drenched swamps 
where even the owls have drowned. Where I can count 
myself lucky among years of shagbark 
hickory and elm, sycamore and oak. 
My intractable insides, dark and right. 
Her whuffling self taking in the ground. 

 

This poem was originally published by Wolfson Press as a limited edition fine press broadside (Pub Hub Broadside 
Series, Indiana University South Bend). 
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Should You Go to Grad School? 
An Interview with Rachel Caruso and Hilary Armstrong 

 
A common question that runs through a senior English undergrad’s mind as their graduation date draws near is if grad 
school is a good idea or not. In the competitive job market, there is a growing need for higher education to promote a 
higher skill set. For English majors wanting to teach at higher levels or get certain jobs, a basic English undergrad degree 
will not make the cut. 

We interviewed Rachel Caruso and Hilary Armstrong on their input on the grad program at PFW. Rachel is currently 
enrolled in the program, and Hilary has graduated in the past year. 

 

Rachel Caruso 

How has your first year in the grad program been? My first semester of 

the MAT program has been eye-opening and rewarding, but it has also been a ton of 
work. I've had to work hard to manage my time wisely (which unfortunately means 
that I'm taking less naps than I ever have before). Between my classes on campus, 
my independent study classes, homework and reading assignments, and working as 
the ELL Assistant at Northrop High School, I feel like I need to make a daily schedule 
for myself in five-minute increments. That being said, I really love what I'm studying, 
and I feel like I'm making strides towards achieving my career goals.  

How do the classes differ from undergrad?  The work isn't necessarily 

"harder" than undergraduate work—it's just more in-depth. Instead of working on a bunch of smaller concepts and lots 
of different literature, I'm working with just a few specific topics and delving into them on a deeper critical level. I'm 
expected to be more of a leader, both in classroom settings and in terms of my own education. Many of my assign-
ments are dependent upon me taking charge of my own research and learning as much as I can about the topic at 
hand, particularly in the classes that I'm taking as independent studies. There is less strict criteria for assignments, as 
the assumption is that, as a grad student, I will do everything in my power to complete the assignment as thoroughly as 
possible.  

Why did you choose to get a master’s?  I have wanted to get a Master's degree ever since my senior year of 

high school, when I decided to be an English undergrad. After researching career opportunities, I knew that I wanted to 
be able to distinguish myself in my field and give myself as many options as possible. I actually always thought that I 
wanted to just get a Master of Arts in English, but I chose the Master of Arts in English Teaching when I realized how 
much I enjoyed the field of education. I never dreamed that I would like teaching (especially in a high school) but my 
job at Northrop has proven me wrong. I want to teach, but I also want to be a valuable asset to the school in which I 
work. Having a Master's degree can qualify me to teach AP and Dual Credit courses, and my Teaching English as a New 
Language (TENL) license will make me even more flexible and marketable as an educator.  
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What do you plan to do with your degree? I plan to teach ESL and/or upper level English courses (like AP and 

Dual Credit) at the high school level. My undergraduate Honors Project focused on modernizing English curriculum and 
incorporating young adult (YA) literature into lesson plans. I want to be a driving force for that movement, as I believe 
so strongly in the power of YA literature in the hands of teenagers. I would like to collaborate with other teachers to 
create lesson plans and units for teen novels that can be disseminated throughout the area. There are even websites 
where teachers can sell such materials to help other teachers modernize their own lessons. Whether I end up teaching 
ESL or English or both, I would love to just create and utilize modern, unique, and exciting lesson plans. I could poten-
tially see myself going into curriculum to try to affect these changes at a higher level.  

Any more info you want to share about the grad program? If you find something you love doing, some-

thing that you can see yourself making a career out of, something that inspires you, by all means, get a Master's degree 
to help you get where you want to go. My advice, though, is to know more or less what your end goal is before starting 
grad school. You have less wiggle room with credits in grad school, and you don't have the flexibility to waver between 
courses and degree options. 

Also, the professors in the English & Linguistics department are some of the most flexible, encouraging, and wonderful 
educators you will ever meet, and they speak volumes for PFW's English Master's program. 

 

Hilary Armstrong 

How was the grad program at PFW? It was excellent. The teachers were great. 

The program has changed since the switch to Purdue, but it is still great. Dr. Roberts 
was very helpful during my experience, and knew what I needed.  

Why did you choose to do the grad program? I got an undergrad in English 

education, and I did high school teaching and teaching at Ivy Tech for a period. I knew 
with a master’s degree that I could begin to teach even more classes, and I also just 
love to learn new things.  

How was it teaching during grad school? It was a challenge. There were a lot of late nights. It was difficult to 

switch from the graduate mentality to the undergraduate mentality. It is important to be able to devote time to your 
school work and your teaching. You need to make sure that you are prepared for it.  

What would be your advice for students who are about to begin the program?  Don’t try to work full-

time when you are in the program. Make sure to devote enough time to the work. Make sure you have time to dedi-
cate yourself to the classes and writing center responsibilities.  

Any more info you want to share about the grad program? I learned how to be a good teacher from my 

professors. Dr. Roberts and Dr. Kalamaras were great teachers who always kept me engaged no matter what we were 
learning about. I can’t thank them enough.  
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The English Department Pets 
 

 

For fun, we decided to ask the professors about their furry friends, as well as share our own! These 
were some of the wonderful results of our survey. 

Bootsie 

This is Dr. Kalamaras’ beagle, 

Bootsie. Dr. Kalamaras de-

scribes her as a “joy to have in 

the household,” and she loves 

to sit by his side while he 

writes poetry. 

Maisie 

Meet Dr. Kopec’s dog, Maisie! 

She got her name from the 

book What Maisie Saw. 

Penelope 

This is Dr. Sandman’s dog, Pe-

nelope. She’s 13, and she loves 

to lay next to Dr. Sandman 

while she does everything! 

 

Walker 

This is Madelyn Redding’s bun-

ny, Walker. She’s stubborn but 

cute. She’s not a big snuggler, 

but she loves to sniff every-

thing! 

Calypso 

Dr. Sandman’s cat, Calypso, is 

just two years old. She likes to 

play with window gels, those 

cute window decorations. 

 

Cassie 

This is Grant Millington’s dog, 

Cassie. She’s very tiny and very 

shy, but loves to be picked up 

and held by the people she 

opens up to! 
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Meet the Authors 

Madelyn Redding 

Madelyn Redding is a junior at PFW and is studying English with a 
writing concentration. She enjoys reading classic novels and 
writing her own original works. She plans on attending the gradu-
ate program for English after she finishes her bachelor’s. In the 
future, she hopes to teach at a university or become a published 
author for young adults.  

 

 

 

 

Grant Millington 

Grant Millington is a senior studying English with a focus on 
writing. He enjoys writing poetry, obsessing over cryptozoology 
and medieval literature, and working with various forms of digital 
art. With his degree, he hopes to one day find a job in the maga-
zine or newspaper industries.  
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