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Department of Anthropology and Sociology 

Purdue University Fort Wayne 
2101 E. Coliseum Blvd. 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 46805 
260-481-6266/518-545-9088 

borbievn@pfw.edu 
 

EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D., Anthropology, Harvard University, 2007.  
B.A. Department of Religion, Princeton University, 1996. 
 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 

Thematic: Religion, gender, development, systems theory, sustainable enterprise development 
Regional: Central Asia, former Soviet Union 
 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 

2009-present. Purdue University Fort Wayne (formerly Indiana University-Purdue University) 
 Professor (2020-present) 
 Director, Office of Major Scholarships Advising (2020-present) 
 Associate Professor of Anthropology (2015-2020) 
 Assistant Professor of Anthropology (2009-2015) 
 Women’s Studies Program Affiliated Faculty (2010-present) 
 Indiana University Russian and East European Institute Affiliated Faculty (2010-present) 
 
2008. University of Notre Dame, Kellogg Institute for International Studies 
 Visiting Fellow 

 
PUBLICATIONS 

 
Refereed books 
 
2019. Visions of Development in Central Asia: Revitalizing the Culture Concept. Lanham, MD: 

Lexington Books. Series: “Contemporary Central Asia.” 
 
Refereed Journal Articles and Papers 
 
2013. “Anxiety, order, and the other: Well-being among ethnic Kyrgyz and Uzbeks.” Central 

Asian Survey 32(4): 501-513. 
 
2012. “Empowering Muslim women: Independent religious fellowships in the Kyrgyz 
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Republic.” Slavic Review 71(2): 288-307.  
2012. “Foreign faiths and national renewal: Christian conversion among Kyrgyz youth.” Culture 

and Religion 13(1): 41-63. 
2012. “Kidnapping women: Discourses of emotion and social change in the Kyrgyz Republic.” 

Anthropological Quarterly 85(1): 141-170. Reprinted in Annual Editions: Anthropology, 38th 
Ed. 2014. Edited by Elvio Angeloni. McGraw Hill. Pg. 132-144.  

2012. “Troubled relations: Mobility and exchange in post-Soviet Kyrgyzstan.” Ethnology 49(3): 
167-184. 

2009. “Islam and the international sector: Negotiations of faith in the Kyrgyz Republic.” Notre 
Dame Kellogg Institute Working Papers Series. Available at http://kellogg.nd.edu/ 

 publications/workingpapers/WPS/364.pdf. 
 
Refereed Book Chapters 
 
In review. “Development” in Central Asia in Context: A Thematic Introduction to the Region, for 

University of Pittsburgh Press. Edited by David Montgomery. 
2017. “The ascendance of orthodoxy: Nation building and religious pluralism in Central Asia.” 

In Islam, Society, and Politics in Central Asia, edited by Pauline Jones-Luong. Pittsburgh 
University Press. Pg. 151-172. 

 
Book Chapters 
 
Forthcoming. “Attempting Change: Development and Faith.” In The Central Asian World. Ed. 

Jeanne Feaux de la Croix and Madeleine Reeves.  
2018. “Veiling and unveiling in Central Asia: Beliefs and practices, tradition and modernity,” 

with Marianne Kamp, in The Routledge International Handbook to Veils and Veiling 
Practices. Edited by Anna-Mari Almila and David Inglis. Pg. 84-93. 

 
Encyclopedia Entries 
 
2016. “Central Asia, Women and Islamic Marriage in,” for Oxford Islamic Studies Online. 

Edited by John L. Esposito. http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/article/opr/t343/e0197 
2011. “Hirsi Ali, Ayaan,” in Sage Multimedia Encyclopedia of Women in Today’s World. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781452270388.  
2011. “Politkovskaya, Anna,” in Sage Multimedia Encyclopedia of Women in Today’s World. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781452270388.  
2011. “Women Living under Muslim Laws,” in Sage Multimedia Encyclopedia of Women in 

Today’s World. http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781452270388.  
 
Book Reviews 
 
2018. “Fragile Conviction: Changing Ideological Landscapes in Urban Kyrgyzstan by Mathijs 

Pelkmans.” For Slavic Review 77(3): 821-22. 
2018. “From Belonging to Belief: Modern Secularisms and the Construction of Religion in 

Kyrgyzstan by Julie McBrien.” For Central Asian Survey. Fall. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02634937.2018.1500118. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781452270388
http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781452270388
http://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781452270388
https://doi.org/10.1080/02634937.2018.1500118
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2018. “Where are all our Sheep? by Boris Petric.” For Political and Legal Anthropology Review. 
https://polarjournal.org/2018/01/30/book-review-where-are-all-our-sheep-kyrgyzstan-a-
global-political-arena/. 

2016. “Domesticating Youth: Youth Bulges and Their Socio-Political Implications in Tajikistan 
by Sophie Roche.” American Anthropologist 118(4): 953-954. 

2016. “Theorizing the Individual and the Social in Post-Soviet Uzbekistan.” Contribution to 
book discussion, “Svetlana Peshkova: Women, Islam, and Identity: Public Life in Private 
Spaces in Uzbekistan.” Central Asian Affairs 3: 80-84.  

2015. “Karagiannis, Emmanuel. Political Islam in Central Asia: The Challenge of Hizb ut-
Tahrir.” Anthropology of the Contemporary Middle East and Central Eurasia 3(1): 70-72. 

2013. “Ethnographies of Islam: Ritual Performances and Everyday Practices, by Baudouin 
Dupret, Thomas Pierret, Paulo G. Pinto and Kathryn Spellman-Poots.” Review of Middle 
East Studies 47(2): 239-241. 

2013. “Under Solomon’s Throne: Uzbek Visions of Renewal in Osh, by Morgan Liu.” Slavic 
Review 72(3): 632-634. 

2013. “The Spectacular State: Culture and National Identity in Uzbekistan, by Laura Adams.” 
International Sociology 20(2): 170-173. 

2011. “The Genealogical Construction of the Kyrgyz Republic: Kinship, State, and ‘Tribalism,’ 
by David Gullette.” Nationalities Papers 39(6): 1012-1015. 

2010. “The Captive and the Gift: Cultural Histories of Sovereignty in Russia and the Caucasus, 
by Bruce Grant.” Europe-Asia Studies 62(8): 1404-1405. 

 
Reports 
 
2009. “Religiosity and the international presence: Diversification or normalization?” 

International Research and Exchanges Board. http://www.irex.org/resources/ 
religiosity-and-international-presence-kyrgyz-republic-diversification-or-normalization-re. 

 
Work in progress 
 
2020. Cochran, D. S., Borbieva, N., and Smith, J. “Prototype with Collective System Design to 

Improve Retention Support Processes, Purdue University Fort Wayne.” Prototype to meet 
first-year student success needs and define standard processes at Purdue University Fort 
Wayne. 

 
GRANTS AND AWARDS 

 
2021 

With Professor David Cochran. Purdue University Office of Academic Affairs Special 
Projects Grant. “Sustainable Enterprise Development at Purdue Fort Wayne” ($7000). 

2018 
With Professor Cigdem Gurgur. Purdue University Fort Wayne Seed Grant. “Human 

Trafficking in Northeast Indiana” ($6120).  
2017 

University of Notre Dame, Center for the Study of Religion and Society, Global 
Religion Research Initiative. Course development grant ($4,000). 
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IPFW Institute for Research, Scholarship and Creative Endeavor: Faculty Course 
Release Grant ($2,500). 

2013 
American Philosophical Society: Franklin Research Award ($2,000). 
National Council for Eurasian and East European Research: Short-Term Travel Grant 

($3,000). 
IPFW Department of Anthropology: Grant-in-aid ($2,700). 
American Councils for International Education: Title VIII Research Scholar Program 

(awarded, declined) 
2012 

IPFW Summer Faculty Grant ($8,000). 
University of Michigan Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies: Post-

Secondary Curriculum Development Program Grant.  
2010 

IPFW Summer Faculty Grant ($8,000). 
IPFW Helmke Library: Special Needs Grant ($3,000). 
IPFW Office of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs: Jamaica Kincaid Learning Activity 

Grant ($200). 
2009 

International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX): Short-Term Travel Grant. 
2007 

Harvard University Department of Anthropology: Summer Research Grant ($1,500). 
2006-2007 

Harvard University Graduate Society: Dissertation Completion Fellowship ($16,000). 
Harvard University Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies: Graduate Student 

Associate. 
2006 

Harvard University Department of Anthropology: Summer Research Grant ($2,000). 
2005 

Harvard University Department of Anthropology: Summer Research Grant ($4,000). 
2004 

Social Sciences Research Council: Louis Dupree Award, “Most Promising Dissertation 
in Central Asian Studies” ($2,500). 

2003-2004 
I.I.E. Fulbright: Student Fellowship to Kyrgyzstan ($24,520). 
Fulbright-Hays: Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Program (awarded, declined). 
IREX: Individual Advanced Research Opportunity Grant (awarded, declined). 

2003 
Harvard University: Summer Research Grant ($3,000). 

2002-2003 
Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship (FLAS) to study Uzbek at Harvard 

University ($25,000). 
2002 

Harvard University: Summer Research Grant ($3,000). 
2001 

FLAS Fellowship to study Uzbek at Indiana University, Bloomington ($6,000). 
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INVITED LECTURES AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

2016. “Women Spiritual Leaders in Central Asia, Past and Present: Fostering Community, 
Wielding Authority, Inspiring Devotion.” St. Louis Community College: Florissant and 
Forest Park campuses. Visit funded by the Inner Asian and Uralic National Resource Center. 

2016. “Foreign Faiths and Religious Freedom: Christian Communities in Kyrgyzstan.” 
Conference title: “Religion Branding? Central Asia’s Integration into the International Scene 
Through Religion.” Central Asia Program, George Washington University. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmSJ6aAS7qg. 

2015. “Islam and Modernity.” American Islamic College. Chicago, IL. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vEY0dFXijFY 

2014. “Teaching the tradition: Islamic piety and the Central Asian state.” Asian and Middle 
Eastern Studies Program, College of William and Mary. 

2014. “Gender and social change in Central Asia: Women encounter development.” Muslims in 
Global Context Mini-course, Global Studies Center, University of Pittsburgh. 

2011. “Cosmopolitan longing and foreign faiths: Conversion among Kyrgyz young people.” 
Central Eurasian Studies Colloquium, Indiana University. Bloomington, IN. 

2009. “Bride kidnapping in the Kyrgyz Republic: Anthropological reflections on a popular 
practice.” Women and Gender Politics in Asia Colloquium, Asian Studies Center, Michigan 
State University. 

2009. “Islam and the international sector: Negotiations of faith in the Kyrgyz Republic.” 
Anthropology Club Noon Lecture Series, Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne. 

2008. “Examining secularism: Religious practice and development in Central Asia.” Kellogg 
Institute, University of Notre Dame.  

2007. Woodrow Wilson Center, Kennan Institute. Invited participant, workshop series: 
“International Development Assistance in the Post-Soviet Space.” 

2005. “Development and ideological struggle in Kyrgyzstan.” International Research and 
Exchanges Board, Asia Regional Policy Symposium.  

2003. “Power, place, and mobility: Transnational religious movements in post-Soviet 
Kyrgyzstan.” Social Sciences Research Council, Dissertation Development Workshop on 
Central Asia and the Caucuses. 

 
CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION  

 
Panels organized 
 
2018. Association for Slavic and East European and Eurasian Studies. Roundtable: “Mentoring: 

Promises and challenges in the twenty-first century.” 
2013. Central Eurasian Studies Society Annual Conference. “Central Asian Women and Islam: 

Ancestral Traditions and Modern Expectations.”  
 
Papers presented 
 
2016. Central Eurasian Studies Society Annual Conference. “Gender and Development in the 

Kyrgyz Republic: Interrogating Culture, Negotiating Difference.” 
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2015. Central Eurasian Studies Society Annual Conference. “Islam and Nationalism: Religious 
Discourses Support and Complicate Nation-Building in the Former Soviet Republics of 
Central Asia.” 

2014. Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies Convention. “Reading 
between the lines: Kyrgyz activists promote democracy through pedagogy.” 

2013. Central Eurasian Studies Society Annual Conference. “Debating the Tradition: Men, 
Women, and Orthodoxy in Kyrgyz Islam.”  

2013. Ready for Democracy? Religion and Political Culture in the Orthodox and Islamic Worlds 
(Russian and East European Institute, IU Bloomington). Invited paper presentation, 
“Religion and State Power in the Kyrgyz Republic.” 

2012. Central Eurasian Studies Society Annual Conference. “Idealism and the Lure of the 
Material: Well-being in a modern Uzbek mahalla.” 

2012. Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference. “Building a democracy: Civic 
education and social change.” 

2011. American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting. “Bride kidnapping: Discourses of 
emotion and social change in the Kyrgyz Republic.”  

2010. American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting. “Institutions as community, 
institutions as fieldwork site.” 

2010. The Turks and Islam: An International Conference (IU Bloomington). “Parallel worlds: 
Male and female Islam in the Central Asian republics.” 

2010. Central States Anthropological Society Annual Meeting. “Islamic revival in the former 
Soviet Union: Diversification or normalization?” 

2009. American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting. “Troubled families: Alliance and 
exchange in the post-socialist development encounter.” 

2008. American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting. “Development the Turkish way: 
Lessons for the occident.” 

2007. American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting. “Religious practice and the 
development sector in the Kyrgyz Republic.” 

2007. Society for the Anthropology of Religion Biennial Conference. “Pride and prejudice: 
Religious tolerance activism in the Kyrgyz Republic.” 

 
Discussant 
 
2017. Indiana University-Bloomington, Islamic Studies Program. Workshop: “Authority in Islam 

in Russia and Central Asia.” 
2014. Performance and Practice: Undergraduate Student Conference (Asian and Middle Eastern 

Studies Program, College of William and Mary). Panels: “Performing Modernity,” 
“Gendered Lives,” “Encountering the State,” “Politics of Body, Politics of Place.”  

2013. Central Eurasian Studies Society Annual Conference. “Roundtable: Past, Present and 
Future of Gender Studies in Central Asia.” 

2013. Ready for Democracy? Religion and Political Culture in the Orthodox and Islamic Worlds 
(Russian and East European Institute, IU Bloomington). “Belief and Bureaucracy, 
Democracy and Devotion: What Have We Learned? A Roundtable Discussion.” 

2012. Central Eurasian Studies Society Annual Conference. “Actions and Models of Today’s 
Political States” 
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CAMPUS PRESENTATIONS 
 

2019. Anthropology Club Noon Lecture Series. Presentation: “Visions of Development in 
Central Asia” (book launch and talk). 

2018. Anthropology Club Noon Lecture Series. Presentation: “Why Faith: Understanding 
Women’s Religious Experiences.” 

2016. Anthropology Club Noon Lecture Series. Presentation: “What’s free about religion? 
Lessons from Christian converts in Central Asia.” 

2015. Anthropology Club Noon Lecture Series. “Post-Colonialism, Neo-Imperialism, 
Nationalism, and Dependency: What Colonial Histories Reveal about Present 
Predicaments.” 

2013. Anthropology Club Noon Lecture Series. “Teaching the Tradition: Growth of an Islamic 
Piety Movement in the Kyrgyz Republic.” 

2011. Anthropology Club Noon Lecture Series. Presentation, “Modern desires and foreign faiths: 
Religious conversion in Central Asia.” 

2010. Anthropology Club Noon Lecture Series. Presentation, “Bride kidnapping: Function, 
symbol, and power in Central Asian marriage.” 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 
(I)PFW Anthropology Program (formerly Department) 

“Anthropology of the Muslim World”; “Anthropology of Religion”; “Culture and Society” 
(introduction to cultural anthropology); “Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective”; “History 
and Theory of Anthropology”; “Peoples and Cultures of Central Asia”; “Peoples and 
Cultures of Russia, the Ukraine, and the Newly Independent States.” 

(I)PFW Program in Women’s Studies 
“Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies”; “Women and Faith through Theory and 
Ethnography”; “Women and Islamic Spirituality: Feminism and Faith through Theory and 
Ethnography.”  

Independent Studies at (I)PFW 
“Advanced Readings in Feminist Anthropology” (2019) 
“Anthropology and Climate Change” (2018) 
“Ethnography of Alternative Communities” (2018) 
“Culture and Society” (Honors credit) (2017, 2018)  
“Feminism, Gender, and Anthropology” (2017) 
“Advanced Topics in Feminist Anthropology” (2017) 
“Feminist Approaches to Religion” (2017) 
“Peoples and Cultures of Central Asia” (2013) 
“Ethnography of Religion” (2011) 
“Anthropology of Islam” (2010—2 students)  
“Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective” (Honors credit) (2010) 

University of Notre Dame 
“Anthropology of the Muslim World” 

Harvard University 
 Teaching Fellow, “Cultures of Southern Europe” (taught by Michael Herzfeld). (2006) 
 Teaching Fellow, “Globalization and Human Values” (taught by Brian Palmer). (2003) 
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Harvard University Extension School 
  Teaching Fellow, “Anthropology and Human Rights” (taught by Theodore Macdonald). 

 (2005) 
United States Peace Corps 
 Volunteer, Kyrgyz Republic. Teaching English as a Foreign Language program. (1997-1999) 

 
STUDENT RESEARCH DIRECTION 

 
2020 

• Masoner, Ashley. Faculty sponsor for poster, “Women, Islam, and Radicalism.” PFW 
Student Research and Creative Endeavor Symposium. 

• Leichty, Jenna. Faculty sponsor for poster, “Utopian Community: A Means to 
Liberation.” PFW Student Research and Creative Endeavor Symposium. 

2019 
• Sparks, Lauren. Faculty sponsor for poster, “Transplanted Buddhism: How the Swans 

Came to American Cold War Politics.” PFW Student Research and Creative Endeavor 
Symposium. 

• Hall, Janelle. Faculty sponsor for poster, “Gender and Agency in the Commercial Sex 
Industry.” PFW Student Research and Creative Endeavor Symposium. 

2018 
• Zhanabayeva, Nurgul. External reader for master’s thesis, “Restrained by uyat (shame): 

culture of dating and romantic relationships among urban Kyrgyz youth.” Nazarbayev 
University (Kazakhstan). 

• Wheeler, Fyodor. Faculty sponsor for poster, “The Misunderstood Mother: Rangda in the 
Context of Hinduism and Hindu Gender Roles.” IPFW Student Research and Creative 
Endeavor Symposium. 

• Jensen, Lindsay. Faculty sponsor for poster, “Healing a Traumatic Past: Shawnee Rituals 
as a Therapeutic Modality.” IPFW Student Research and Creative Endeavor Symposium. 

2012  
• Tse, Hiu Hin (Alan). Advisor for honors thesis, “Called to Witness: Ethnography of an 

Evangelical Christian Camp.” IPFW. 
• Member of review committee for independent project. Canterbury School, Fort Wayne. 

 
 

ADVISING AND MENTORING 
 
Student advising and mentoring 
 

• Primary academic advisor for majors in the Anthropology Department 
• Lead Advisor to Women’s Studies Program majors, minors, and certificate students 

(Spring 2017) 
• Member, Chris Gunderson’s LGBT Certificate Portfolio Evaluation Committee (2014) 

 
Faculty mentoring 
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2017-2020. Designated faculty mentor to Dr. Sherrie Steiner, Assistant Professor of Sociology, 
PFW. 

2018. Faculty mentor, IPFW Summer Writing and Project Development Institute. Project: 
“Students' Experiences with Research: Exploring the Applicability of ‘Thresholds’ to the 
Research Process,” by Dr. Ann Marshall and Dr. Sarah Wagner. 

2017-18. Faculty mentor participant, Association for Slavic, East European, and Slavic Studies 
mentoring program. 

2015-18. Advisor for IPFW faculty conducting research with human subjects. 
2016. Faculty mentor, IPFW Winter Writing Institute. 

 
SERVICE TO PROFESSION 

 
Board Memberships 

• Inner Asian and Uralic National Resource Center Advisory Board (2014-present)  
• Central Eurasian Studies Society Board of Directors (2020-present) 
• Acta Via Serica editorial board (2020-present) 

 
Committee Memberships 

• Central Eurasian Studies Society Committee on Academic Freedom and Scholars at 
Risk—Chair (2020-present) 

• Indiana AAUP Governance Committee (2020-present) 
• Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies Committee on the Status of 

Women (2017-19)—Chair, 2018 
• Central Eurasian Studies Society Book Award Committee (2016, 2018) 
• Central Eurasian Studies Society Ad Hoc Committees on Conference Scheduling and 

Paper/Panel Selection (2016-19) 
• Central Eurasian Studies Society Task Force on Fieldwork Safety (2015) 

 
Reviews 

• Book manuscript peer reviews: Brill Asia Studies (2019, 2020), Oxford University Press 
(2016) 

• Article manuscript peer reviews: Acta Via Serica (2020), American Ethnologist (2019), 
Central Asian Affairs (2016), Central Asian Survey (2021—2, 2020, 2019, 2018—2, 2015, 
2010), Globalizations (2016), Etnografia (2020), Europe-Asia Studies (2018), 
International Quarterly for Asian Studies (2018), Journal of Anthropological Research 
(2017), Kellogg Institute Working Papers (2013), Nationalities Papers (2016), Problems 
of Post-Communism (2021), Sage Open (2016), Social Currents (2015) 

• Article manuscript shepherding: SAGE Open (2018) 
 

UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 

Board Memberships 
 
2018-21. Student Research and Creative Endeavor Symposium Advisory Board 
2016-19. Indiana Purdue Student Newspapers Board of Directors 
2015-18. Purdue University Social Sciences Institutional Review Board 
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Committee Memberships 
 
University 

• American Association of University Professionals PFW chapter (2016-present; President: 
2019-present) 

• Student Affairs Committee (2021) 
• General Education Subcommittee (2019-present) 
• Library Promotion and Tenure Committee (2020) 
• Student Research and Creative Endeavor Symposium Planning Committee (2018-19) 
• Fulbright Student Fellowship Selection Committee (2015, 2017-19) 
• Omnibus Lecture Series Committee (2015-17) 
• Faculty Senate (2014-16) 
• Educational Policy Committee (2014-16) 
• Faculty Affairs Committee (2014-16)—Chair (2014-15) 
• Purdue System Faculty Affairs Committee Chairs Committee (2014-15) 
• Ad Hoc Committee on Revising the Senate Bylaws and Constitution (2015) 
• Chapman and Summit Scholars Programs Interviewing Committee (2014-16) 
• University Strategic Alignment Process Task Force (2014-15) 
• Budgetary Affairs Subcommittee (2013-15) 
• Academic Computing and Information Technology Subcommittee (2013-15) 
• Planning Group for Muslim Journeys Grant (2013-14) 

College of Liberal Arts 
• Promotion and Tenure Committee (2021) 
• Curriculum Committee (2021) 
• Transitional Curriculum Committee (2021) 

College of Arts and Sciences 
• LGBT Certificate Advisory Committee (2012-present) 
• Faculty Affairs Committee (2019-20) 
• Assessment Committee (2014-16) 
• Student Affairs Committee (2012-13)—Chair  

Department of Anthropology and Sociology 
• Policy Committee (2020-present) 
• General Education Assessment Committee (2020-present) 
• Assessment Committee (2009-20) 
• Award Committee (2019-20) 
• Promotion and Tenure Committee (2019-20) 
• Ad hoc committee to revise department governance documents (2017-19) 
• Search committee for department secretary (2018) 

Anthropology Program (formerly Department) 
• Faculty advisor to the Anthropology Club (2013-16, 2017-19) 
• Award Committee (2010-20) 
• Anthropology Library Liaison (2009-12) 
• Promotion and Tenure Committee (2013) 
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• Search Committee for Assistant Professor (2012) 
• Search Committee for Visiting Assistant Professor (2011) 

Women’s Studies Program 
• Executive Committee (2018-present) 
• Assessment Committee (2017-present)—Chair (2018-present) 
• Program Committee (2010-16) 
• Program Review Subcommittee (2016) 
• Search Committee for Post-Doctoral Fellow (2016) 
• Assessment Planning Subcommittee (2012) 

 
MISCELLANEOUS UNIVERSITY SERVICE (Selected) 

 
2015. Invited facilitator, “Teaching Working Class” discussion group. Center for the 

Enhancement of Teaching and Learning.  
2015. Panelist, discussion of “The Magdalene Sisters.” Voices of Choice and Anthropology 

Club. 
2014. Expert speaker, Muslim Journeys book discussion of A Quiet Revolution. 
2014. Panelist, “Looking at Global Girlhood from an Interdisciplinary Perspective.” Women’s 

Studies Program.  
 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
2014. “Putin Hosts the Olympics: An American Viewer’s Guide to Sochi 2014.” Indiana Center 

for Middle East Peace (Fort Wayne).  
2012. “Democratic Pedagogies: Citizenship and Subjectivity in Formerly Soviet Kyrgyzstan.” 

Fort Wayne International Affairs Forum.  
2010. “Revolution or more of the same? The elusiveness of stability in the Kyrgyz Republic.” 

Fort Wayne International Affairs Forum.  
2010. “Ramadan across cultures: Renewing the spirit, purifying the heart.” Pen and Inkpot 

Foundation, “A Taste of Ramadan” dinner, Fort Wayne. 
 

MEDIA COVERAGE 
 

2015. IPFW College of Arts and Sciences. “Faculty in Focus.” https://www.ipfw.edu/ 
 departments/coas/news/faculty-in-focus/videos-interviews/borbieva.html. 
2012. Required Viewing: Trends in Current Events, Episode 7, “Faculty Spotlight” featured 

guest. Air date: February 28, 2012. Available at http://collections.lib.ipfw.edu/cdm4/item 
 _viewer.php?CISOROOT=/lu_mdc_adp&CISOPTR=217&CISOBOX=1&REC=7. 

 
OTHER EXPERIENCE  

 
Review committees 
 
2021. Reviewer, International Dissertation Research Fellowship. 
2010-2017, 2019-present. Princeton University Alumni Schools Committee—Interviewer.  
2018-19. Princeton University Alumni Schools Committee—Indiana co-chair. 
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2015-16. Islamic Scholarship Foundation. Member, anthropology/sociology selection committee.  
2008. University of Notre Dame, Kellogg Institute. Member, Dissertation Year Fellowships and 

Seed Money Grants review committees. 
2005. IREX and the U.S. Department of State. Member, interview and evaluation committee: 

Eurasian Undergraduate Exchange Program (Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic). 
2004. American Councils for International Education. Member, interview and evaluation 

committee: English Teacher Exchange Program (Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic). 
2003. American Councils for International Education. Member, evaluation committee: Junior 

Faculty Development and Exchange Program (Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic). 
 
Other 
 
2000-02. Managing Editor, Harvard Middle Eastern and Islamic Review.  
 

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATIONS 
Purdue University Collaborative IRB Training Initiative: Human Research Curriculum and 

Responsible Conduct of Research Curriculum. Certified—2010. Renewed—2015, 2020. 
IPFW Office of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs: Safe Zone Coordinator (workshop 

completed 2010).  
 

LANGUAGES 
English. (native speaker) 
Kyrgyz. Reading and speaking: Excellent. Writing: good. 
Uzbek. Reading, speaking, and writing: good.  
German. Reading, speaking, and writing: good.  
Spanish. Reading and writing: good. Speaking: fair. 
Russian. Reading, speaking, and writing: fair. 
Arabic. Reading: fair.  

 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

American Association of University Professors 
American Anthropological Association 
EPIC 
Central Eurasian Studies Society 


