
 

IPFW Senate Library Subcommittee End-of-Year Report, 2017-18 

Submitted July 2018 

The Senate Library Subcommittee met four times during the 2017-18 academic year.  The minutes of 
these meetings are attached. Meetings this year were, as usual, primarily informational; no documents 
remain under consideration, there is no continuing business, and no recommendations have been made 
for action by any other group. 

• Minutes from 12 Sept. 2017 (approved at next meeting) 
• Minutes from 7 Nov. 2017 (approved at next meeting) 
• Minutes from 19 March 2018 (approved at next meeting) 
• Minutes from 16 April 2018 (circulated by email to the committee, no corrections received) 

The Subcommittee expects to resume meeting in Fall 2018 as part of the Purdue University Fort Wayne 
faculty governance organization. 

S. LaVere (Chair) 
A. Coffman (Acting Chair in LaVere’s absence) 

 

 

 

Copied from the IPFW Senate Bylaws: 

5.3.5.3 Library Subcommittee Duties 

The Subcommittee shall advise the Senate, through the University Resources Policy Committee, 
concerning policies and procedures for library collections, facilities, and operations. 



 
Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2017 
 

Minutes of the IPFW Senate Library Subcommittee 
 
Attending Committee members: 
Zesheng Chen 
Adam Coffman 
Hui Di 
Paresh Mishra 

 

Nila Reimer 
Gordon Schmidt 
Karla Zepeda 
 
Absent: Alexis Macklin 
 
Guest: Nathan Rupp, Helmke Library Director of Technical Services and Information 
Technologies 
 
Adam Coffman called the meeting to order at 12:04 PM in LB 112. 
 

1. The first item of business was a faculty vacancy, as appearing on the current committee 
membership list provided by the Senate: 

 
Committee Membership 
 
Library Subcommittee (8 Faculty, 1 Administrator) 
  
     Zesheng Chen, 2016-19 
     Adam Coffman, 2015-18 
     Hui Di, 2017-20 
     Alexis Macklin (ex officio) 
     Paresh Mishra, 2015-18 

Nila Reimer, 2016-19 
Gordon Schmidt, 2017-20 
Karla Zepeda, 2016-19 
1 Faculty Vacancy 

 
Suzanne LaVere was nominated to fill the vacancy.  Suzanne is currently on sabbatical and 
would be excused from further meetings this semester until she returns in the Spring.  
Hearing no other nominations, and pending confirmation that she accepts this nomination 
and the committee approves, her name will be sent to the Senate for approval to fill the 
vacancy. 

 
2. The second item of business was the election of a chair.  Adam Coffman was nominated 

and there were no other nominations, so Adam will serve on an Interim basis and the 
chair issue will be revisited after the committee has a full list of members. 



3. The remainder of the meeting was a presentation by Nathan Rupp, the new Director of 
Technical Services and Information, on his team’s work on the upcoming realignment of 
the IPFW campus and the Purdue Library system. 
Mr. Rupp’s main message was that the overall goal for the transition is to provide library 
services in ways that will be as similar as possible to current services in scope, quality, 
and accessibility.  In particular, their projects include planning for: 

• A transition from IUCAT to Ex Libris for catalog and borrowing 
• Database and journal package renegotiations 
• Interlibrary loan 
• Book and resource purchasing 

The committee engaged in a broad discussion of these and other transition issues, and 
brought up some questions about library resource access for future IUFW/IUPUI 
students, and about the relationship of future IUFW/IUPUI faculty with the Purdue and 
IU library systems. 
 

4. Adam Coffman agreed to contact previous Committee Chair S. LaVere regarding the 
results of last year’s faculty survey on library resources.  Any usable data will be shared 
with the committee as soon as possible. 
 

5. Minutes from the previous (Spring 2017) committee meeting were not considered or 
approved; if they exist they can be considered along with these at a future meeting.  
There was no other new or old business for today. 
 

The next Senate Library Subcommittee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2017, noon to 
1:00 in LB 112. 
 
Adam Coffman 
 
 
 

Addendum to the Minutes 
Thursday, Sept. 21, 2017. 

 
1. Regarding Item 1. in the above minutes, Suzanne accepted the nomination, and as 

recommended by the Senate leadership, a vote by the committee was conducted by 
email from Sept. 14 to Sept. 20 on a motion to approve her membership starting 
immediately.  The motion passed unanimously. 

2. Regarding Item 4. in the above minutes, the survey data was shared by Suzanne and 
forwarded to the committee and Nathan Rupp by email, Sept. 14. 
 
 



 
Tuesday, November 7, 2017 
 

Minutes of the IPFW Senate Library Subcommittee 
 
Attending Committee members: 
Alexis Macklin, Dean 
Zesheng Chen 
Adam Coffman 
Hui Di 
Paresh Mishra 

 

Gordon Schmidt 
Karla Zepeda 
 
Absent: Nila Reimer 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at noon in LB 112. 
 

1. The minutes from the Sept. 12, 2017 meeting were approved (the date should read 
Tuesday, not Monday).  

2.  It was determined that minutes were not taken at the Feb. 14, 2017 meeting; the main 
topic of that meeting was the survey about library resources, which was later sent to the 
faculty. 

3. The remaining meeting time was a report from Dean Macklin. with answers to questions 
and comments from the Committee, on several topics: 

a. There is a plan for a communication from the Library about the schedule for 
returning books to Indiana University libraries before a March due date. 

b. The restructuring process for an inter-campus Purdue Library system continues, 
with possible changes to administrative structure, faculty governance, 
cataloguing, etc. 

c. The Library is collaborating with the COAS Dean on a Digital Humanities strategy. 
d. The Library is collaborating with the ETCS Dean on interdisciplinary programming 

and community engagement in the areas of entrepreneurship, innovation, and 
design. 

e. Physical renovation continued in the first floor 24-hour access room and the 
fourth floor classroom. 

 
4. There was no other old or new business.  The next meeting is planned for Spring 2018. 

 
 
Adam Coffman 
 
 



 
 
 

Addendum to the Minutes 
Thursday, Dec. 14, 2017. 

 
1. Prof. LaVere’s name appears in the Senate Committee membership with a term of 2017-

18. 
2. Other current faculty whose terms expire in 2018 are Coffman and Mishra. 
3. Regarding above minutes item 3.a., an email with the subject “Helmke Library Transition 

Information” was sent Nov. 22, 2017, from the Library to departmental representatives, 
with some details about returns to the Indiana University Library, including a March 2 
due date and a plan to purchase new or replacement materials. 
 
 



Senate Library Subcommittee Minutes, 3/19/18 

In attendance: 

Alexis Macklin, Dean  
Zesheng Chen  
Adam Coffman  
Hui Di  
Suzanne LaVere 
Paresh Mishra  
Nila Reimer 
Gordon Schmidt  
Karla Zepeda  
 

The meeting was called to order at noon in LB 112 

1) Minutes from November 2017 meeting approved via email in December 2017 
 

2) Dean’s Report: Dean Macklin gave a number of updates on the library transition and 
other subjects and responded to subcommittee member questions on these topics 
• We are not losing content with the transition; acquisitions budget allowing for 

purchases of new materials/replacements for materials that belong to IU system 
• Purdue West Lafayette not embracing idea of a system-wide library at this point; 

hopeful for change in the future with new PWL library dean (unsure when new dean 
will be hired) 

• Dean Macklin is working on negotiations to be on the Purdue contract for integrated 
library systems—would give PFW access to their books and ebooks 

• PWL provost seems receptive even if PWL library is not 
• There will be workshops/tutorials in the early fall on ILL and WorldCat for faculty 

and students, as well as for new discovery system (Primo) 
• Library will begin purchasing books again in July-faculty can send lists to their 

liaison librarians at any time 
• Letting go of Bepress for now-materials in OPUS will be saved in Excel; new faculty 

productivity manager Symplectic Elements will offer more flexibility 
• Northeast Indiana Diversity Library will no longer be housed in Helmke basement; 

IPFW archival collection will be moved to 5th floor due to flooding issues in 
basement 

• THAT Camp for digital humanities to be held soon under direction of new 
Information Services librarian Erika Mann 
 

3) No additional old or new business 



 
Monday, April 16, 2018 
 

Minutes of the IPFW Senate Library Subcommittee 
 
Attending Committee members: 
Alexis Macklin, Dean 
Zesheng Chen 
Adam Coffman 
Hui Di 
Paresh Mishra 
Nila Reimer 

 

Gordon Schmidt 
Karla Zepeda 
 
Absent: Suzanne LaVere 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at noon in LB 112. 
 

1. The minutes from the Monday, March 19 meeting (distributed by S. LaVere via email, 
March 26) were approved. 

2. Most of the meeting’s business was a discussion led by Dean Macklin, on several topics: 
a. The transition of IPFW Helmke Library from the IU system to the Purdue system 

(or to some alternative network if there is insufficient support from PUWL). 
b. Continuing discussions on faculty productivity/institutional repository databases, 

considering future workshops for faculty on new library policies, services, or 
software. 

c. Continued collaboration with stakeholders on Digital Humanities.   
3. Physical renovation was completed in the first floor front room; Chancellor Elsenbaumer 

joined the group for a tour of the “IDEASpace” facility, with new hardware and 
computer displays. 

4. It was observed that in the election for 2018-19 Senate committees, IUFW faculty 
member N. Reimer was not listed as continuing on the Library subcommittee for 2018-
19 and instead there was a vacancy to be filled by a PUFW faculty member.  

5. There was no other old or new business, this was the last meeting for Spring 2018, and 
the last as an IPFW committee.  Meetings as a Purdue Fort Wayne committee are 
expected to begin in Fall 2018. 
 

 
Adam Coffman 
 
 



Addendum to the Minutes 
 

1. Regarding above minutes item 2.c., Dean Macklin forwarded an email announcement 
about a presentation on April 24 by T. Bassett, associate professor of English, on “What 
is Digital Humanities?”  More presentations on this topic are planned for Fall 2018. 

2. Regarding above minutes item 4., N. Reimer followed up with IU Faculty Speaker A. 
Downs to confirm that future Purdue Fort Wayne Senate committees would be for 
Purdue faculty only, and that IUFW faculty will develop their own governance structure.  
This leaves open the possibilities (for 2018 and later) that the Purdue Fort Wayne 
Library Subcommittee may choose to invite IUFW faculty to (unofficially) attend its 
meetings, or to meet jointly with some future IUFW committee or representatives. 
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