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Posters Serve Two (and a half) Purposes

1. Standalone introduction to and overview of your 
research and findings

2. Starting point for a conversation about your 
research and findings

• Contact information
• QR Code 



Poster Sections / Flow
STEM Poster / Humanities Poster
ØTitle
ØAbstract
ØIntroduction
ØMethods
ØResults
ØConclusion
ØLiterature Cited
ØAcknowledgements

Body / Key Findings



Poster Sections / Flow
ØTitle
ØAbstract
ØIntroduction
Ø1-3 Case Studies
ØConclusion
ØLiterature Cited
ØAcknowledgements



Key Considerations
• Remember your audience
• Multi-disciplinary, non-experts—avoid jargon

• Think about your title 
• Needs to convey a tangible, purpose-oriented message with as 

few words as possible
• Posters are a visual medium
• Use color, images, visualized text (e.g., bulleted lists)
• Do not:
• Copy your paper directly onto your poster
• Feature nothing but big blocks of dense text
• Lay text over a complicated background that impedes readability



Key Considerations
• Use design elements to clarify flow
• Columns that read from top to bottom, left to right
• Clear section headings
• Ample white space between sections

• Poster should be comprehensible from 4+ feet away
• Less is almost always more
• Poster should tell a self-contained story, but it likely will not / cannot / 

should not reflect the totality of your research
• Remember: The poster is the introduction to your research and the 

starting point for a conversation



Sample Humanities Poster
Good
• Title
• Color and visuals
• Self-contained 

pieces

Less Good
• Too much text
• Font too small
• Not enough white 

space
• Too much text


